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11SET FREE IN NINETY-THREE" 

INTRODUCTION Recently a nnmber ot veterans from the Vietnamese War met 
here in our city to commemorate that War and to recall its 

effects on their lives. Many of those veterans were still suffering from the 
emotional wounds of that conflict. Present at this gathering was a Buddhist 
monk from Vietnam who told a moving story that helps to mead me into this sermon. 

During the war, a young Vietnamese woman was killed. She left behind her 
husband and her young son. The husband, needing to provide for himself and the 
boy traveled far and wide looking for odd jobs. He often had to leave the child 
with neighbors. Atter one such trip looking for work, he returned home to find 
his village demolished and his neighbors gone. Searching through the rubble, he 
found same small bones scattered about. He was sure that these were the remains 
or his beloeved son. He wrapped the bones in a cloth and carried them with h~ 
wherever he went. 

The story continuea. The years passed and one night the old man heard knocking 
at his door. He called out, "Who's there?" The voice outside replied, 

"It is your son. My kidnappers aet me free, &nd I have 
spent many years trying to find you! I am. your son." 

The old man yelled, 

"You are a fake and a cruel man. My son is dead. Leave 
me alone. Go avay. MY son is dead •••• " 

He refused to open the door. The pounding continued for a while and then 
it finally stopped. The young man on the outside gave up and left. The old 
man never found happiness. He lost his son who was still living. Why? Because 
he was determined to "hold on" to the bones of the past. 

TRANSITION Our message for today is something of a challenge for each ot 
us. "Set Free in Ninety-Three" is the title and it is also a 

prayer for each one of us. This is the second Sunday of a New Year and it can 
be a great day for letting go of the bones of the past that ·..re carry with us. 

Someone once said that God created us with eyes in the front of our heads 
so that when we tried to look back we would get a stiff neck. The possibilities 
of the future call us to look forward. And the good news for us at the start of 
a new year is that God has set us free - free fran the bones of the past. You 
ask hOW' does such freedom come. Well, Paul in writing to the Ephesians gives us 
a clue as to hOW' it happens ••• so listen carefully and take it a step at a time. 

WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN First of all, we are set free when we realize that we 
have been chosen. Yes, we have been chosen. Paul puts 

it this way ••• reminding the Ephesl&u, that God has truly blessed them, 

"With every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
just as He chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world. ••• •• ·llod destined us for adoption" writes 

Paul, "as His children through Jesus Christ". 
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Focus for a moment on those words 11 in Christ". Those words appear about 
ten times in this book of Ephesians. "In Christ" ••• we becane children of God. 
And in God's great realm there are no grandchildren, no stepchildren, no 
illegitimate children, because each of us is a child of God "in Christ". We 
are set free. lN'e are "chosen" and there is such great freedom in that feeling 
of "chosenness". I've always felt that our Jewish friends have prospered be
cause of this feeling ot being "chosen" - the chosen ones. But, we, too, are 
chosen. Let me give you an illustration. 

I believe that Fran · Tarkenton is a man with a feeling or "chosenness". 
The name is familiar to some of you, especially to the women in our midst who 
follow .football. You 111 recall that Francis Tarkenton was for many years the 
scrambling quarterback with the NY G~ts until we traded him to the Vikings 
where he continued for several more years to scramble setting records. Before 
he became a "pro", he was a quarterback at the UniTersity of Georgia. He was 
one of the most prolific passers in the history of the NFL. 

Like Phil Jackson who coaches the Chicago Bulls, Fran Tarkenton was the 
son of' a Baptist minister. He 1 s always had a good sense of who he is. One ot 
his teamru.tes once said of him, "Fran has a 1 stranglehold' on realitY". I re
member meeting him once in a restaurant in Hilton Head and since retiring !'rem 
professional football, he has done well amassing a personal fortune of' sixt7 
million. Not bad for a Baptist minister 1 s son. 

In a recent interview (and I love this story), Tarkenton revealed for the 
first time how he became the starting quarterback in college. It seems that the 
University of Georgia was playing the University of Texas and Francis at that 
time was the third-string quarterback on the Georgia team with no one pre
dicting that he would ever advance beyond the number three position. 

But in this particular gall". Georgia was having trouble moving the ball. 
Late in the third quarter (in which they did not have a single first down), :the7 
were backed up near their own end zone. It was a third down and suddenly this 
third-string quarterback started running out on to the field. No one had told 
him to go into the game. And no one tried to stop him either. The first
string quarterback saw Tarkenton heading to the huddl·_ and assumed that the 
coach had decided to replace him and so he trotted off the field. Tarkenton 
took charge and led the team down the field for a touchdown and the rest ••• well, 
the rest is pretty much history, as they say. He was started on one of the most 
remarkable careers the football world has ever seen. 

Now can you imagine a player on a major college team having the "chutspah" 
to step out onto a field under those kind of circumstances? That's confidence! 
That's a feeling of "chosenness". As Christians, playing on an even greater 
team, we, too, can haYe that feeling, and operate with new confidence and with 
new treedom ••• greater freedom ••• because we, too, have been chosen bY" God. 

SINS HAVE BEEN FCRGIVEN Let 1 s move on to a second point. In the second 
place, we are set free when we realize •••• ful~ 

and completely ••• that "in Christ" our sins are .forgiven. To encourage the 
Ephesians, Paul wrote: 

"For by the sacrificial death of Christ, we are 
set free ••• tbat is, our sins are forgiven ••• • 
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There are no deadlier bones to hold on to than the bones ot guilt. And 
yet how many- do. The wrongs we have done often are a primary source of our 
feelings of unworthiness. "In Christ", however, we are forgiven and given 
another chance. A fresh start. Perhaps someone present here today needs to 
hear this word. 

Paul himself serves as a pretty powerful exanple. In writing to the 
Corinthians, he says, 

"For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God, I am what I am." 

(I Corinthians 15: 9 - 10) 

Even thou Paul once persecuted the church, through the grace of God he was for
given and given another chance. With this new life, Paul set forth proclaiming 
the message of salvation to Jews and Gentiles aliket 

Country Western singer, Willie Nelson, recent~ recalled his boyhood days 
attending a small Methodist Church in the south. 

"I was one of those kids who kept going down front when 
the preacher called for converts at the end of aach ser
mon. I'd see somebody next to me start to the front, and 
well ••• there I'd go again. I joined the Methodist Church 
at least thirty times when I was a kid. Every time I'd do 
something bad ••• I'd go join the church again. And I'd 
walk down to the front and I'd renounce my sins and ask 
Jesus to came into ~ heart. And all of a sudden I had a 
new slate in the eyes of the Church. Then I'd slip off and 
smoke a long strip of cedar bark rolled up in a newspaper -
and suddenly I was back rae ing the fiery furnace again •••• " 

He continues, 

"Each time I went to the front and rededicated my life, I 
wanted to leave my sins with God and walk away clean. I felt 
I shouldn't have gotten off so easy. I mean, the Church 
had let me off, but I hadn't let myself off ••• " 

Sometimes the hardest person to forgive is ourselves. We are set free "in 
Christ". We are forgiven throagh Christ and this is something that can happen 
sitting in a pew. You don't have to walk down front to let Jesus come into your 
heart. Who knows? Perhaps there is someone sitting in a pew here today who 
needs to hear this ward of forgiveness. 

NOT TRAPPED BY WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE PAST And finally, and let 1 s call 
this point three ••• we are set 

free when we realize that we are not trapped by what has happened to us in the 
past. You know, I think so m&l'J1' of us get stack because we remember and we re
live old, painful memories. We do get stuck and we become paralJzed by those 
old bone•. 

Last May, Qn Johnn,y Carson 1 s very last program, he acknowledged. the preseJtee 
of his family in the audience. One of his sons had been killed in an automobile 
crash a year or so before. JohnnT said this, 
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"Life does what 1 t' s supposed to do" • Then he said 
something to the effect ••• 11And then you move on ••• " 

For some of us, last year was just about the worst year ever. Maey people lost 
jobs; many were laid off; maey found themselves having to cope with less income 
and more stress. Others experienced death in their families which left them hurt
ing and grieving. Still others have a loved one seriously ill. Whatever might 
have happened to us in the past year, the start of a new year can be a time to free 
ourselves from the past and start over. New beginnings are possible. And as they 
are apt to tell you up in Buffalo, 

"The least important fact of life is the score at halt time" 

CLOSIKl STCRY Richard Speight tells of one such new beginning. It seems 
that he was on a plane and took a Bible out of his brief case 

and started to work on his Sunday School lesson. Apparently this caught the 
attention or the man sitting next to him. However, Richard Speight didn't want to 
get involved 1n conversation with the man sitting next to him and tried to ignore 
him. He had work to do and then he happened to notice that the man next to llill 
also had a Bible in his hands and so they started to talk. The man was a new 
Christian who it turned out had a pretty powerful story to tell. 

The stranger said that things had been going from bad to worse for hilll and 
then "unbearable". At first, it was a single drink just to be sociable, then it 
was two, then several and before long, there was a bottle in his desk drawer to 
make those long afternoons more bearable. He told the man next to hill ••• 

"You wouldn't believe how JllUCh booze I could put down in a 
single day. I would start with a juice glass in the morning" 

Then he began to tell of his business going "no-where". He spent a lot of 
time trying to make his new business more successful, but it didn't seem to work. 
Eventually, his wife and children left him ••• in tears. "All I wanted was my 
friend ••• the bottle". ~business trip took him out of state one week. 

"I was drunk ••• driving a rental car ••• and I remember pulling 
up at an intersection. The cross street I was facing was a 
main highway. I thought I had stopped ••• but my car kept 
rolling and in my drunken stupor I was hit broadside b)" a 
truck ••• and was thrown out of the car with terrific force. 
My body skidded along the pavement ••• my clothes were torn 
off and I was bloody, raw and battered, but I was alive." 

He continued with his story, 

"The next thing I remember was two medics leaning over me. 
The)" thought I was dead and so did a policeman. I watched 
them as they took my pulse and listened for a hearbeat. 
They looked at each other and said, 'He's dead• ••• but they 
decided to take me to the hospita.l. I eouldn 't make a 
s011nd. I prayed and pra)"ed the entire t1l!le and promised God 
that it He would help me through this ••• help me to get their 
attention, I would never touch another drop of alcohol again, 
and I would be His servant forever •••• " 

He goes on ••• 
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"The next thing I remember is sitting on a gurney in the 
Emergency Room. ••• talking to a doctor. The medics and the 
policeman were still there ••• absolutely astounded!" 

He was not seriously injured and after they cleaned him up, he was released. 
He decided to get some rest and so he checked into a local motel. He bought a 
six pack of beer, opened a can, laid down on the bed and turned on the television 
and started fiipping through the channels. By chance he happened to encounter 
Billy Graham leading a crusade. The man recalled, 

"He was leoking right at me ••• pointing a finger. You have 
made a promise to God today that you have not kept". 

Those words or Billy Grahahm real~ hit home and he recalls how he buried his head 
in his hands and leaned over ••• almost touching the ground with his face. He said, 

"I had admitted my weakness to myself for the very first time&" 

And in this time of intense inner struggle he discovered answers in his Bible. He 
put it this way to the man sitting next to him in the plane, 

"You know ••• call it what you will ••• but to me it was the Hol;r 
Spirit coming into my body and into my life. And it gave me 
the strength to open those beer cans, one by one, and pour 
the beer out. That's the hardest thing a drunk can do. I 
couldn't have done it on~ own. The Holy Spirit ••• God ••• did 
it for me." 

NEW BEGINNING This was a time of a new beginning. He was set free from 
the bones of the past. And we, too, can be set free. We 

have been chosen. We have been forgiven. And Paul would say that we, too, can 
be set !ree •••• in ninety-three! 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness and 7our spirit in these moments, 
0 God. Wrestle with each of us in the dark and hidden corners of our 

lives ••• where there may be guilt, weakness ••• whatever. 
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"SET FREE IN NINETY-THREE" 

INTRODUCTION Recently a nwmber of veterans from the Vietnamese War met 
here in our city to commemorate that War and to recall its 

effects on their lives. Many of those veterans were still suffering from the 
emotional wounds of that conflict. Present at this gathering was a Buddhist 
monk from Vietnam who told a moving story that helps to ~ad me into this sermon. 

During the war, a young Vietnamese woman was killed. She left behind her her 
husband and her young son. The husband, needing to provide for himself and the 
boy traveled far and wide looking for odd jobs. He often had to leave the child 
with neighbors. After one such trip looking for work, he returned home to find 
his village demolished and his neighbors gone. Searching through the r.ubble, he 
found some small bones scattered about. He was sure that these were the remains 
or his beloved= son. He wrapped the bones in a cloth and carried them with him 
wherever he went. 

The story continues. The years passed and one night the old man heard knocking 
at his door. He called out, "Who's there?" The voice outside replied, 

"It is your son. My kidnappers set me free, and I have 
spent lllal11' years trying to find you! I am your son." 

The old man yelled, 

"You are a fake and a cruel man. My son is dead. Leave 
me alone. Go away. My son is dead ••• •" 

He refused to open the door. The pounding continued for a while and then 
it finally stopped. The young man on the outside gave up and left. The old 
man never found happiness. He lost his son who was still living. Why? Because 
he was determined to "hold on" to the bones of the past. 

TRANSITION Our message for today is something of a challenge for each of 
us. "Set Free in Ninety ... 'lhree" is the title and it is also a 

prayer for each one of us. This is the second Sunday of a New Year and it can 
be a great day far le~ting go of the bones of the past that we carry with us. 

Someone once said that God created us with eyes in the front of our heads 
so that when we tried to look back we would get a stiff neck. The possibilities 
of the future call us to look forward. And the good news for us at the start of 
a new year is that God has set us free - free from the bones of the past. You 
ask how does such freedom come. Well, Paul in writing to the Ephesians gives 11s 
a clue as to how it happens ••• so listen careful~ and take it a step at a time. 

WE HAVE BEEN CHOSEN First of all, we are set free when we realize that we 
have been chosen. Yes, we have been chosen. Paul puts 

it this way ••• reminding the ·Epyalau. that God has truly blessed them, 

"With every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
just as He chose us in Christ before the foundation 
of the world ••••.•• --God destined us for adoption" writes 

'Pa.ul "as His children through Jesus Christ".· 
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Focus for a moment on those words "in Christ". Those words appear about 
ten times in this book of Ephesians. "In Christ" ••• we became children of God. 
And in God's great realm there are no grandchildren, no stepchildren, no 
illegitimate children, because each of us is a child of God "in Christ". We 
are set free. We are "chosen" and there is such great. freedom in that feeling 
of "chosenness". I've always felt that our Jewish friends have prospered be
cause of this feeling or being "chosen" - the chosen ones. But, we, too, are 
chosen. Let me give you an illustration ••• that will hopefully bring light in on this. 

I believe that Fran· Tarkenton is a man with a feeling of "chosenness". 
The name is familiar to some of you, especially to the women in our midst who 
follow football. You'll recall that Francis Tarkenton was for many years the 
scrambling quarterback with the NY Giants until we traded him to the Vikings 
where he continued for several more years to scramble setting records. Before 
he became a "pro", he was a quarterback at the University of Georgia. He was 
one of the most prolific passers in the history of the NFL. 

Like Phil Jackson who coaches the Chicago Bulls, Fran Tarkenton was the 
son of a Baptist minister. He 's always had a good sense of who he is. One of 
his tea.mmates once said of him, "Fran has a 'stranglehold' on realitT'. Ire
member meeting him once in a restaurant in Hilton Head and since retiring :f'rea 
professional football, he has done well amassing a personal forttme of aixt7 . 
million. Not bad for a Baptist minister's son. 

In a recent interview (and I love this story), Tarkenton revealed for the 
first time how he became the starting quarterback in college. It seems that the 
University of Georgia was playing the University of Texas and Francis at that 
time was the third-string quarterback on the Georgia team with no one pre
dicting that he would ever advance beyond the number three position. 

But in this particular gatllfll. Georgia ·was having trouble moving the ball. 
Late in the third quarter (in which they did not ,have a sitlgl® fi.r~t---down}, -th~1' 
were backed up near their own end zone. It was a third down and suddenly this 
third-string quarterback started running out on to the field. No one had told 
him to go .into the game. And no one tried to stop him either. The first
string quarterback saw Tarkenton heading to the huddLe. and assumed that the 
coach had decided to replace him and so he trotted off the field. Tarkenton 
took charge and led the team down the field far a touchdown and the rest ••• well, 
the rest is pretty much history, as they say. He was started on one of the most 
remarkable careers the football world has ever seen. 

Now can you imagine a player on a maj·or college team having the "chutspah" 
to step out onto a field under those kind of circumstances? That's confidence 1 
That's a feeling of "chosenness". As Christians, playing on an even greater 
team, we, too, can have that feeling, and operate with new confidence and with 
new freedom ••• greater freedom ••• because we, too, have been chosen by God. 

SINS HAVE BEEN FffiGIVEN Let's move on to a second point. In the second 
place, we are set free when we realize ••• ef11ll;r 

and completely ••• that "in Christ" our sins are forgiven. To encourage the 
Ephesians, Paul wrote: 

"For by the sacrificial death of Christ, we are 
set free ••• that is, our sins are forgiven. ••" 
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There are no deadlier bones to hold on to than the bones of guilt. And 
yet how many do. The wrongs we have done often are a primary source of our 
feelings of UJ!rorthiness. "In Christ", however, we are forgiven and given 
another chanee. A fresh start. Perhaps someone present here today needs to 
hear this word. 

Paul himself serves as a pretty powerful example. In writing to the 
Corinthians, he says, 

"For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called 
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But 
by the grace of God, I am what I am." 

(I Corinthians 15: 9 - 10) 

Even though, he once persecuted the church, through the grace of God he was for
given and given another chance. With this new life, Paul set forth proclaiming 
the message o~ salvation to Jews and Gentiles alikel 

Country Western singer, Willie Nelson, recently recalled his boyhood days 
attending a small Methodist Church in the south. 

"I was one of those kids who kept going down front when 
the preacher called for converts at the end of aach ser
mon. I 1 d see somebody next to me start to the front, and 
well ••• there I'd go again. I joined the Methodist Church 
at least thirty times when I was a kid. Every time I'd do 
something bad"•;~ I'd go join the church again. And I'd 
walk doWn to the front and I'd renounce my sins and ask 
Jesus to come into ~ heart. And all of a sudden I had a 
new slate. in the eyes of the Church. Then I'd slip off and 
smoke a long strip of cedar bark rolled up in a newspaper -
and suddenly I was back facing the fiery .furnace again •••• 11 

He continues, 

"Each time I went to the front and rededicated my life, I 
wanted to leave my sins with God and walk away clean. I felt 
I shouldn't have gotten off so easy. I mean, the Church 
had let me off, but I hadn't let myself off ••• " 

Sometimes the hardest person to forgive is ourselves. We are set free "in 
Christ". We are forgiven thrOQgh Christ and this· is sonething ·that can happen 
sitting in a pew. You don't have to walk down front to let Jesus come into your 
heart. Who knows? Perhaps there is someone sitting in a pew here today who 
needs to hear this ward of forgiveness, too ••• who's tired of facing a fier7 farnance. 

NOT TRAPPED BY WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE PAST And finally, and let 1 s call 
this point three ••• we are set 

free when we realize that we are not trapped by what has happened to us in the 
past. You know, I think so many of us get stuck because we remember and we re• 
live old, painful memories. We do get stuck and we become paralyzed by those 
old bones. 

Last May, qn Johlll'lY Carson 1 s very last program, he ackll.OWledged , the. preseJllc:!'l 
of his family in the audience. One of his sons had been killed in an automobile 
crash a year or so before. Johnny' said this, 
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"Life does what it's supposed to do". Then he said 
something to the effect ••• "And then you move on ••• " 

Fer some of us, last year was just about the worst year ever. Man,y people lost 
jobs; many were laid off; many found themselves having to cope with less income 
and more stress. others experienced death in their families which left them hurt
ing and grieving. Still .others have a loved one seriously ill. Whatever might 
have happened to us in the past year, the start of a new year can be a time to free 
ourselves from the past and start over. New beginnings are possible. And as they 
are apt to tell you up in Buffalo this past week, 

"The least important fact of life is the score at half time" 

CLOSI.lil STCRY Richard Speight tells of one such new beginning. It seems 
that he was on a plane and took a Bible out of his brief case 

and started to work on his Sunday School lesson. Apparently this caught the 
attention of the man sitting next to him. However, Richard Speight didn't wut to 
get involved in conversation with the man sitting next to him and tried to ignore 
him. He had work to do and then he happened to notice that the man next to at. 
also had a Bible in his hands and so they started to talk. The man was a new 
Christian who it turned out had a pretty powerful story to tell. 

The stranger said that things had been going from bad to worse for him and 
then "unbearable". At first, it was a single drink just to be sociable, then it 
was two, then several and before long, there was a bottle in his desk drawer to 
make. those long afternoons more bearable. He told the man next to him ••• 

"You wouldn't believe how much booze I could put down in a 
single day. I would start with a juice glass in the morning" 

Then he began to tell of his business going "no-mere". He spent a lot of 
time trying to make his new business more successful, but it didn't seem to work. 
Eventually, his wife anC:i chUdren left him ••• in tears. "All I wanted was JIIY' 
friend ••• the bottle". A business trip took him out of state one week. 

"I was drunk ••• driving a rental car ••• and I remember pulling 
up at an intersection. The cross street I was facing was a 
main' highway. I thought I had stopped ••• but my car kept 
rolling and in ~ drunken stupor I was hit broadside by a 
truck ••• and was thrown out of the car with terrific force. 
My body skidded along the pavement ••• my clothes were torn 
off and I was bloody, raw and battered, but I was alive." 

He continued with his story, 

"The next thing I remember was two medics leaning over me. 
They thought I was dead and so did a policeman. I watched 
them as they took my pulse and listened for a heartbeat. 
They looked at each other and said, 'He's dead• ••• but they 
decided to take me to the hospital. I couldn't make a 
soand. I prayed and prayed the entire time and promised God 
that if He would help :me through this ••• help me to get their 
attention, I would never touch another drop of alcohol again, 
and I would be His servant forever •••• " 

He goes on ••• 
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"The next thing I remember is sitting on a gurney in the 
Emergency Room ••• talking to a doctor. The medics and the 
policeman were still there ••• absolutely astounded!" 

He was not seriously injured and after they cleaned him up, he was released. 
He decided to get some rest and so he checked into a local motel. He bought a 
six pack of beer, opened a can, laid down on the bed and turned on the television 
and started fiipping through the channels. By chance he happened to encounter 
Billy Graham leading a crusade. The man recalled, 

"He was leoking right at me ••• pointing a finger. You have 
made a promise to God today that you have not kept". 

Those words of Billy Grahahm real~ hit home and he recalls how he buried his head 
:bPhi.s hands and leaned over ••• almost touching the ground with his face. He said, 

"I had admitted my weakness to myself for the very first timel" 

And in this time of intense inner struggle he discovered answers in his Bible. He 
put it this w~ to the. man sitting next to him in the plane, 

"You know ••• call it what you will ••• but to me it was the Ho]Jr 
Spirit coming into my body and into my life. And it gave me 
the strength to open those beer cans, one by one, and pour 
the beer out. That's the hardest thing a drunk can do. I 
couldn't have done it on my own. The Holy Spirit ••• God ••• did 
it for me." 

NEW BEGINNING This was a time of a new beginning. He was set free from 
the bones of the past. And we, too 1 can be set free • We 

have been chosen. We have been forgiven. And Paul would say that we, too, can 
be set free •••• in ninety-threel 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness and Jour spirit in these moments, 
0 God. Wrestle with each of us in the dark and hidden corners of our 

lives ••• where there may be guilt, weakness ••• whatever. We pray that Your spirit 
just might touch us ••• lifting us up and setting us free to live a better life in 
1993. In the spirit of Christ who has promised us the gift of abundant life, we 
pray. Amen. 
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ANTHEM: "Thou Knowest, Lord" 

"Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of 
our hearts; shut not Thy merciful ears un
to our prayer, but spare us, Lord, spare 
us, Lord most holy, 0 God most mighty". 

ANTHEM: "Keep Not Thou Silence" 

"Keep not Thou silence, 0 God. Hold 
not Thy peace and be not still, 0 God." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the down
stairs Choir Room. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
January issue of our monthly news sheet, 
"A Word In Edgeways" Copies are in the 
narthex by the door as well as on the 
table in the Russell Room. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Education Committee will meet on 
Thursday evening at 7:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall. 

':HOI.mps OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on 
Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. 
George Leopold and Ann Cavallaro are lead
ing the "Hounds" in the study of the book, 
The Three Mile An Hour God. All are welcome. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednes
day evening at 7 in Fellowship Hall. New 
friends are always welcome. Old ones, too. 

PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Pastor-Parish Relations Committee 
will meet on Sunday evening, January 17th, 
at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL TO MEET 

The Administrative Council will hold 
its first meeting of the new year on Tues
day evening, January 19th, at 7:30pm in 
Fellowship Hall. Plans for the next six 
months will be reviewed and program dates 
set. Grace Thomas, Chairperson-Elect, 
looks for a full attendance for this im
portant meeting. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Volunteers are needed for the Saturday 
Food Program for the Homeless. Be in touch 
with Janet Ernst at 288-6936 if you can lend 
a hand. It's from 1:30 to 3:30 around the 
corner at the Park Avenue Christian Church, 
1010 Park Avenue. 



1993 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

The boxes of 1993 offering envelopes 
are being distributed again this morning. 
They are on the table in the rear of the 
sanctuary. Pick up the box that has your 
name on it. 

If you did not pledge and wish to have 
a box of weekly offering envelopes to re
cord your gifts, speak to John Moore, our 
Church Treasurer or to Jim Perkins, the 
Chairperson of the 1993 Financial Canvass. 

PLEDGE CARDS STILL BEING RECEIVED 

The 1993 Financial Canvass continues 
with 194 pledges totalling $152,051 grate
fully received toward our goal of 250 
pledges and $160,000. 

Every pledge - large or small - is 
most important to the Church. The number 
of pledges is just as important as the 
amount pledged. Everyone's help is needed 
to help the Church reach its twin goals. 

TONIGHT AT FIVE-THIRTY 

Join us this evening at 5:30 in the 
sanctuary as we celebrate through music 
and fellowship the life and legacy of 
Martin Luther King, Jr .. A buffet supper 
will follow the sanctuary celebration at 
7:15 in Fellowship Hall. See Fran Ellison 
regarding your contribution for the buffet. 
Our thanks to the Adult Fellowship and the 
Outreach Committee of our Church for co
sponsoring this special concert. A free
will offering will be received. 

BAKE SALE I 

The first of three bake sales for the 
benefit of our All church Picnic of late 
June is scheduled for three weeks from today 
January 31st. Doreen Morales is coordinating 
this Superbowl Bake Sale. Plan to donate 
something to the table as well as making a 
generous purchase. 
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ORGAN 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 10, 1993 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Sarabande" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 100 "God, Whose Love Is Reign ing O'er Us" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Hande l 

0 God, with whom we have to do, we acknowledge 
with our lips what our consciences now declare: 
we have been, in this week just past, less than 
we might have been. Troubled souls motioned for 
our attention but we did not see. Good causes 
sought our support but we held back. Truth at
tempted a footing in our minds but we chose to 
be governed by our prejudices. Here and there 
we sensed the beginnings of a fresh e ncounter 
with You that we quickly broke off l est too much 
be asked of us. Deal with us, Lord, according 
to our needs and out of Your boundless mercy. 
Where our hearts are truly penitent give us to 
know Your pardon and Your peace; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER Psalm 1 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Thou Knowe st, Lord" 
Ephesians 1: 1 - 14 

No. 738 
No. 883 

No. 71 

Purcell 
Page 1017 

ANTHEM "Keep Not Thou Silence" Hovhaness 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 129 "Give to the Winds Thy Fears" 
SERMON "Set Free In Ninety-Three" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 160 "Re joice, Ye Pure in Heart " 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Alle gro" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Carelli 

LAY READER 

We welcome Dr. Jean Lloyd to the lectern today. Dr. 
Lloyd was born in Montgomery, Alabama and grew up in 
Brooklyn; she has a BA in English Literature from Queens 
College, an MA in English Literature from NYU and a PHD in 
Sociology of Education from NYU. After an extended career 
teaching in the Department of Sociology at Rutgers Univer
sity, Dr. Lloyd returned to the New York City Public School 
System where she teaches first grade. She is a producer 
of a cable TV magazine show "New Ventures". Jean joined 
the Church in December; she worked on the Christmas Fair 
and hopes to soon join the Choir. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Laurie 
Vanderheide in memory of her grandmother, Harriet Hopson. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters are Laura Moorefield and Sam Wilson. 
The ushers are Susan Langley, Sandra Chauncey, James 
Perkins, Grace and Al Thomas and Michael Vann. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Barbara and David Railton-Jones, Christine Day, 
Ke lly Bevan, Kriste n and Mark Raker and Grace and Al Thomas. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 9:30 
in Fellowship Hall. The Book of Revelation is being 
s tudied . Duane Thompson is the leader. 


