CHRISTMAS PRAYER
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(After the singing of "Silent Night")

I

"0 God,, give us eyes this Christmas
to see the Christmas Star.
And give us ears to hear the song
of angels from afar •••
And, with our eyes and ears attuned
for a message from above.

/

'

Let 'Christmas Angels' speak to us
of Hope and Faith and Love •••
Hope to light our pathway
when the way ahead is dark,
Hope to sing through storli\Y days
with the sweetness of the lark,
Faith to trust in things unseen
.
and know beyond all seeing .
That it is in Our Father's Love
·
we live and have our being.
And Love to break down barriers
of ~olor, race and creed.
Love to see and understand
and Help All Those In Need"
Amen

CHRISTMAS BENEDICTION

(After the singing of "Angels, We Have Heard on
High" •••• from back of the Church)

John ••• Mary ••• Ruth •••Robert ••••whatever your name may be "May the joy of Christmas fill your days with gladness;
~ the peace of Christmas take away your anxious care;
May the light of Christmas shine through your deepest
darkness;
And may the·love of Him who was born on Christmas Day go
with you in all of your ways.
This night and forever more. Amen

\

SCRIPTURE
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"In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the
Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.
And God said, 'Let there be light', and there was lightJ And God saw that
the light was good; and God separated the light from the darlmess."
11

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt
of deep darkness, on them has a light shined."

in a land

"In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.n

The light shines in

"I am the light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in .darkness,
but will have the light of life."
"For it is God who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness' who has shone
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ."
"You are the light of the world. Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven".
IEl' US PRAY

0 God of love and the Father of light. The Father of all mankind. The
darkness that covered the earth has given way to the bright dawn of Your
Word made flesh.
11

Make us a people of this light. 11ake us faithful to Your Word, that we may
bring life and light to the waiting world.
Be near to those who this night feel pain, and heart-ache and sadness ••• those
whose dreams have been shattered and thrust into the shadows.
For loved ones - no longer with us, but now with you in the great Kingdom of
light and whom we remember as part of Christmas past ••• vho saw the light and
followed it, we thank You, 0 God.
Bless the family reunions of these days with much joy and love.
Confirm within us, we pray, the high resolve of these quiet moments.
hearts that You-may come into our lives and make them new.

Qpen our

We ask these things in the name of Him who was born in a stable, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen
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After this prayer, go back and sit down •••we sing 1st and last
verse of "0 Little Town of Bethlehem" •••• following the ''amen" go to
altar and light candle.

WORDS TO CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS

"Burgundian Carol"

(Christmas Eve Service)

(To be sung by the Junior Choir)

"The winter season of the year, when to this world our Lord was born,
the ox and donkey, so they say, did keep His Holy Presence warm. How many
oxen and donkeys now, if they were there when first He came, how many oxen
and donkeys you know at such a time would do the same?"
I

"And on that night it has been
throughout the night of holy birth,
and donkeys now, dressed in ermine,
you know at such a time would do as
"As soon
with joy they
like oxen and
like oxen and

told, these humble beasts so rough and rude,
drank no water, ate no food. How many oxen
silk and such, how many oxen and donkeys
much?"

as to these humble beasts appeared our Lord, so mild and sweet,
knelt before His 1race, and gently kissed His tiny feet. If we,
donkeys then, in spite of all the things we've heard, would be
donkeys then, we'd hear the truth, believe His word."

"Shepherds Left Their Flocks"

(Old German Carol, 14th Century)

"Shepherds left their flocks astraying, God's command with joy obeying,
when they heard the angel saying, 'Christ is born in Bethlehem'".
"Wise men came from far, and saw Him: knelt in homage to adore Him;
precious gifts they laid before Him: gold and frankincense and myrrh".
"Let us now to every nation sing His praise with exultation, all the
world shall find salvation in the birth of Mary's Son".

"There Is No Rose of Such Virtue"

(Words medieval)

"There is no rose of such virtue as the rose that bore Jesus: Alleluia.
For in this rose contained was Heaven and Earth in little space: Resmiranda."
"By that rose we may well see there be on God in Persons Three: Paresforma. Then leave we all this world mirth and follow we this joyous birth".

"The Angels and the Shepherds"

(Bohemian Traditional Carol)

"Shepherds, 0 hark ye, glad tidings we bring. Peace and good will to the
world now we sing; see in a manger Christ, the Anointed, whom for your Saviour,
God hath appointed. Alleluia."
"In yonder manger behold now He lies, whom angel voices foretold from the
skies. Seeking Thy mercy, we kneel before Thee, singing Thy praises humbly
adore Thee. Alleluia."
"Still through the ages the song doth resound. Peace and good will on
earth abound. Bear we the tidings to every nation, born is the Christ Child
for man's salvation. Alleluia".

.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
8 P. M.
ORGAN
"Vom Himmel Hoch"
Pachelbel
CALL TO WORSHIP
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7
HYMN NO. 386
"0 Come, All Ye Faithful"
INVOCATION
(seated)
0 God our Father, who hast brought us again to
this glad season when we commemorate the birth of
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord:
grant that His
spirit may be born anew in our hearts and that we
may joyfully welcome Him to reign over us.
Open
our ears that we may hear again the ange li c chorus
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with uplifted hearts, "Gl ory to God in the highest, and
on earth, peace and good will toward men." Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE
THE LORD'S PRAYER
***
(seated)
HYMN NO . 396 "Infant Holy, Infant Lowly"
"Burgundian
Carol"
ANTHEM
(Junior Choir)
Luke
2: 1 - 20
SCRIPTURE
Rutter
"Shepherds
Left
Their Flocks"
ANTHEM
***
Matthew 2: l - 12
SCRIPTURE
Trevor
ANTHEM
"There Is No Rose of Such Virtue"
CHRISTMAS GREETING
CHRISTMAS OFFERING
Trevor
ANTHEM
"The Angels and the Shepherds"
No.
809
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 388 "Hark!
the Herald Angels Sing"
SCRIPTURE
Ge~esis 1: 1 - 3; Isaiah 9: 2.
John 1: 4 - 5; 8: 12; Matthew 5: 14 - 16
PRAYER

(seated)
"0 Little Town of Be thlehem"
(verses l and 4)
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
The minister will light his candle from the candles on the altar, and will in turn light the
candles of the ushers.
The ushers will then
light the candle of the worshipper in each pew
next to the aisle.
Each person is asked to light
the candle of the person sitting next to him.
It
is suggested that the candles be extinguished at
the end of the service as the worshipper departs
from the sanctuary.
SOLO
"0 Holy Night"
Adam
(De an Shoff, Tenor)
HYMN NO. 393 "Silent Night, Holy Night"
(s eated)
CHRISTMAS PRAYER
HYHN NO. 374 "Angels We Have Heard on High"
CHRIST~ffiS BENEDICTION
(seated)
Bach
"In dulci jubilo"
ORGAN
HYMN NO.

381

*** Interval for Ushering

WELCOME AND MERRY CHRISTMAS
We welcome you to this Christmas Eve Service of
Carols and Candles.
To the members and friends of the
Church and also to the visitors from our neighborhood
who have joined us this special evening a very Merry
Christmas.
Peace.
Hope.
Joy.
Love.
AN INVITATION
Christmas refreshments will be served in the Russell
Room downstairs following the service.
We invite you
to share in these moments of Christmas warmth made
possible for us this evening by Mr ~Monge, Ms. Molt
and Mrs. Flagg.
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