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''SOMEONE TO TURN TO"
INTRODUCTION

In recent sermons we've been thinking about the resources of
the inner life with the intention of replenishing them, if possible. We know from experience that the seas will not always be smooth, that
there will be some dark days as well as bright sunny ones. And we want to be
the kind of people who will take the rough seas as well as the smooth seas 1-rithout capsizing, and go through the dark days as well as bright ones without despair.
You could say that we're something like a ship -at least in this respect:
how well a ship rides a storm depends not only on how well it has been built, but
also upon the kind of captain it has. Now I don't know that much about navigation, but I would venture to say that a poorly built ship with a good captain
mpy do better in rough weather than a fine ship with a careless captain.
In other words, it is the inner life of a person which ultimately determines his destiny. His outer life is comparable to the ship - its keel, hull,
engine room, propeller, deck ••• and all the rest. His inner life is comparable
to the captain - the mind, the will,· the purpose, the intelligence, the faith ..
who directs the course of the ship. And so the destiny of an individual is
determined not so much by lltis body or bank account or by the weather he meets,
as it is by his beliefs and his bravery in holding to those inner convictions
that undergird his life in times of stress.
LAST SUNDAY

You'll recall that last Sunday we went into the wilderness
with Jesus in order to see what resources He had as He had
his first encounter with the Tempter. And we saw that when He was under heavy
fire, making some decisions which would determine the whole course of His life
that He had a Book to go by. He had some trustworthy guidelines to fall back
on. In that time of testing, He could say, "It is written ••• man shall not live
by bread alone." He had a book to go by; He was not entirely dependent on His
own resources. Do we have a book to go by?
AND TODAY

Today we follow Him into another place and in so doing are
Turn Ito. Matthew's
Gospel, chapter 26, verses 36 and 37:
vli tness to a secondc resource· of His. inner Ufe'.-

"And
and
And
gan

they went to a place which was called Gethsemane;
He said to His disciples, 'Sit here while I pray'.
He took with Him Peter and James and John, and beto be greatly distressed and troubled •• •"

They went to Gethsernane. Gethsemane is a garden just outside Jerusalem's
great wall, on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. I can picture it well,
having been there twice in my lifetime. Jesus knew that area well. He had been
·there often and now it was the spring of the year, the time of the great Jewish
Holy Day - the Passover - and Jerusalem was crowded -v.rith people.
He had just had supper with his closest friends in preparation for the
Passover the next night. He knew it would be His last Passover, that time was
ruD.ning out for Him, that the opposition was becoming fiercer, tougher - the opposition of those who wanted to maintain the "status quo", of those who were not
willing to make the changes that had to be made if they were to accept Him and
this Kingdom of God that He had been talking about for two or three years.
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Now I like to think that Jesus knew exactly what He was doing, that He
did not drift into this situation carelessly. I think He walked into it
deliberately. He was ready for it - but not quite. Something in ~im still
held on to life and held with great tenacity so that with death staring Him in
the face, He still >vanted to go on living. He didn't want to die. He still
wondered whether there was any possible way by which He might escape this
inevitable and cruel death that was inching closer and closer with each passing
moment.
I like to think, too, that Jesus was tempted more than once. Yes ••• tempted
as we are tempted. The first time of great temptation was in the vJ'ilderness at
the beginning of His ministry; the last time was near the end in the Garden.
THREE FRIENDS WERE WITH HIM

WHen He went into Gethsemane that night, He
too~ with Him three friends - Peter, James
and John. They had been very close to Him throughout His ministry, closer
to Him than the other dd.sciples. One ~..renders why? 1rnw were Peter and James
and John so close to Jesus? It's difficult to answer. Their work did not
bring them together. He was a carpenter by trade; they were fishermen. They
were often slow of heart and mind; in no sense were they His equals.
But there was this about them. They responded to Him. vfuen He called,
they followed. Their response may have been lacking in some ways. They may not
have always understood what He said, but they nevertheless responded to Him.
And because they responded, He was able to "reveal" Himself to them ••• to
be Himself with them. On this occasion, He could let them 11 in" ••• let them see
how deeply troubled He was. He could say to thse three close friends what He
really felt on the "inside". "My heart is ready to break with grief". Being
human (and being more than human, to be sure) " but being a man, He needed someone who responded to Him, who would understand Him, upon whom He could place
and pour out the burden of His inner feelings - the anxiety, the stress, the
uncertainty He must have been feeling. He trusted them.
When Jesus went into the wilderness to be tempted the first time, He took
a Book along with Him. And when He went into the Garden to be tempted the last
time, He took three friends along with Him - to whom He could turn in this time
of testing, this hour of trouble and temptation.
WHAT ABOUT OURSELVES?

The question, of course, to which all of this is
leading us: do we have people in our lives to whom
we can turn at these critical moments, these pivotal points of life?
Some of us do have people in our lives to whom
this way, and what a blessing they are - people who
needs, to whom we can trust our inner thoughts, our
people with whom we can be ourselves ••• let down the
what a resource they are.

we can turn in exactly
respond to us, to our inner
confidences, our feelings,
front, so to speak. And

On the other hand, too many have too few persons to whom they can turn in
this way. At times I have the feeling there are too many walls between us as Robert Frost put it, "Too many fences". Sometimes we build them ourselves;
sometimes they're "just there". We've inherited some of those fences from the
past - past generations, fences that our parents or grandparents may have helped
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to build. And sometimes it i.s more than a fence, more than a wall. It 1 s like
a great dam that holds the water back, the water that should be streaming into
the valleys of life. And the result is that our inner resources are restricted.
VIe have no one to turn to at the very time we need that help that only another
human being can give.
There are reasons I suppose for this. Let me touch brief~
on three reasons that I think may account for it. They may
speak to you and they may not.

FIRST REASON

For one thing, we seem to have moved in the direction in recent decades of
"cutting" ourselves off from the generation before us as well as the generation
behind us. We seek the freedom to live our own lives. You know the pattern
and the reasons for it. Sometimes there is a loneliness and a barrenness that
travels along with the freedom - not for all mind you, but for many.
We cannot change the patterns of society in this respect, but at times I
do feel that we may have lost something ••• in cutting ourselves off from the
past and the future generations. Oh, we know it is not easy for people of
different generations to live together and sometimes it's impossible. We know
that. And we also know that it's not easy for any two people to live together,
no matter what generation they belong to. I've often felt that children who
seldom, if ever, see their grandparents at close hand have been deprived of one
of the great resources of their inner life. But let's move on.
SECOND REASON

Another reason may revolve around the fact that - by and
large - we are impatient with "long-term" relationships.

Our excessive mobility may be tied into this. We live in different places
and we're there only for a short period. We make some friends and then move on
and make new friends. Under the existing conditions, this is the best we can
do and some fail even to do this. Nevertheless, it is true that the "great"
relationships of life - the sustaining relationships - are more often than not
the "long term" ones. And these have to be worked at, worked on, out and
through, and this - sometimes - under difficult and trying circumstances.
The great relationship may be the one between two people who are mated
and joined together in holy vredlock. It was not so with Jesus, but i t is for
many.
with

The great relationship may be within the family circle. It was not so
Jesus~
Apparently His family didn't really understand Him.

Or, it may be with a person completely outside the family circle -with
someone who is closer than kith or kin. It was so with Jesus.
But note this: it was for Him the long term relationship • the relationship
that had been cultivated with patience, with understanding, with intimate
association. Note this: when Jesus went into Gethsemane and wanted to take
someone with him, He didn't invite Zaccheus whom He had just met and whoresponded to Him with wild enthusiasm. He took three persons who had been with
Him for some time.
And we, by the same token, would do well not to cut ourselves off from
those who have known us over the years and accepted us for what we are, and

~~----
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loved us inspite of our faults, even though someone more exciting and more available and perhaps a bit more glamorous happens to appear on the horizon. And if
this happens to tempt you to sit down and pen a not.e later today to some friend
in a distant place, someone you haven't been in touch with for some time ••• and to
share a few kind words - great1 Praise the Lord!
~B,

THIRD REASON

we live in a world where more and more people are becoming
less and less personal. I think you and I see signs of this all
around us ••• a kind of "by-product" of the great concentrations of people in places
like New York. As someone has written,
"Every person here is hi.s own internal-security
force, his own 'thought-police~ and the devil
take the open or unguarded. This isolation of
ego is often re ..inforced by a kind of self-imposed
rootlessness, a desire to avoid personal or geo~
graphical entanglements ••• an urge to keep moving on".
And it's so easy to catch the infection of this impersonal mode of living
which the city seems to. foster ••• being "cool" (that's what some 'ca 11 it), wanting
to move about anonymously, enjoying our privacy. But I think we need to "shake off"
some of our reticence which makes us think that nobody wants to speak to us,
because nobody needs us, and reach out ••• reach out to other human beings as though
he or she is of definite interest to us. Try it. It may shock a few folks.
But if we could do something like this in our daily rounds, life would begin
to take on a more enjoyable flavor for others as well as for ourselves. It was
Paul who once said, "we reap what we sow". Beloved, if you wish to reap friends,
then you have to sow friendliness. Love begts love. Kindness receives kindness,
tn return. And the person who would have friends must himself be friendly.
And a brief comment about maintaining the friend~
ships we have, keeping them strong and in good rew
pair. Someone once said that "a dog is a good friend because his tail i-Tag£• and
not his tongue".

MAINTAINING OUR FRIENDSHIPS

Sometimes l-Te lose our friends by our thoughtless comments and conversations.
It was entitled "Ten Ways To Lose Friends". Are you ready to hear it? See if you're
guilty? Count them up as I read them to you. Keep score.

1I: clipped an article sometime ago and put it in my sermon notebook.

FIRST:
SECOND:

Monopolize the conversation.
Interrupt the other person in the middle of their
point~

THIRD:

Contradict the other person directly so you can
sh01-1 him how wrong he is.,
FOURTH: Talk about yourself, your achievements, your children.
Your grandchildren.
FIFTH:
Don't listen to the other person but regain the conversational initiative as soon as possiblee
SIXTH:
Tell little bits of gossip about another you have heard.
SEVENTH: Speak with assured authority on the subject which is the
other person's special expertise.
EIGHTH: Go into long and tedious detail on little or unimportant things.
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NINTH:

TENTH:

Reveal things that were told to you in confidence.
Ridicule his opinions and state your own as
authoritative and infallible.

Ten sure ways to discourage friendships. \rJell, how'd you do? Anyone guilty on
all ten? What about five? Or one, or none? ''Te need, we must, have friends.
And thank God for the friends we have~ How many times I 1 ve said :this past
year "My faith and my friends brought me through". How blessed I've been.
CONCLUSION AND BACK TO JESUS

Someone wrote,

"A friend is a person with whom you dare to be yourself..
You
don't have to be on guard with him ••• you can breathe freely.
He understands you. You can 1,reep with him. • .laugh v-1i th him •••
pray with him. Through and underneath it all, he sees, knows and
loves you. A friend is one with whom you dare to be yourself."
One woman, as she was leaving a house of a fr~end after a visit was heard to
say, "I shall come again for I like myself when I am with you". Friends should
always affirm us. Help us to be our best and to like ot~selves when we are with
them.
Back to Jesus. As we go on from here, remember this scene from the Garden
of Gethsemane. Let it serve always to remind us that even our Lord had a deep
need for some close friends to whom He could turn in a time of crisis and what a
resource of the inner life they can be. In that lonely hour, they were there.
He drew strength from them. They did not come to give advice. They were there
and what a blessing.
And above all, remember, too, that He was a friend to the oppressed and
the outcast, accused by the Pharisees of even being a friend of sinners. He was
a friend of those who needed Him - and He still is. Yes, "what a friend we have
in Jesus". And we tll pick it up at this point next Sunday., ••• and consider yet
another resource of His inner life.
PREYER

We give Thee our most abundant thanks, 0 God, for the people we
know and know well enough to trust completely with our innermost
thoughts and feelings. Help us to keep our friendship in good repair. Give us
the grace to take down those walls and fences that so often separate us from
others, so that between ourselves and others, there may always be a warm community
of spirit. In the name and spirit of Christ who shared the gift of friendship
with so many, ~ve now pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEME~ITS:

I.

Sunday, Februnry 20, 19AO

PARISH CONCERNS
A.

Parish concerns listed for you in bulletin ••• invite you to
take a moment to review them on your own •••

n.

Jf you have not yet already done so, be sure to pick up a
copy of our Lenten devotional, The Sanctuary, for your
Lenten daily reading. Copies are by the door. Maxie Dunham's thoughts help to set the tone of our days.

C.

March will be here on Tuesday. A busy month. Be sure to
get your march announcements and articles in to Lucy D1nnes
for the monthly net-Is sheet.

D.

March 7th. Laity Meettng here with our Bishop. 7:30pm.
March l.Lth. Annual ~feeting. March 20th: "Each One Bring
One". Pot Luck Supper sponsored by our Outreach Committee
with a special evening program "in the works".

E.

Adult Fellowship Hetreat next weekend. Be in touch with
Bob Gardner for details fo•· the weekend al-my.

II.' GREETING / VISITOOS
A.

',·re welcome the visitors in the congregation and invite you

to come agAin ••• to worship with us on other Sundays.

III.

n.

Be free in the sharing 0f your name ~rith us. Fill out a
card or sign the Guest Book. Join us downstairs for coffee.
Work with us tn our programs of service.

c.

We've been doing the Lord's work a.t t,his location since
1AJ7 ••• two weeks from today we celebrate our lS'lst birthday.
We minister in the name of Christ and it is in IHs loving
spirit that we greet you.

Rll1EHBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
A.

IV.

Mabelle ;fuite - left NYC Hospital ••• will be making her home
in the Hethodist Church ••• cards and prayers.

OFFERING
A.

Last Sunday to make a special gift to the Huma.n Relattons
Day appeal of the United Methodist Church. $ 160. Need aneth

n. Jesus said, "It ts more blessed to give than to receive".

PASTORAL PRAYER:

February 2Rr 1988

0 GOD, OUR FATHER - from a Horld fllled vrith naise and strife, with temion
and turmoU, we have come to this qutet place this d~y HERE to be quieted, to be guided and strengthened, as
l-Ie again ready ourselves for the tasks of another week.
FAR FROM US, Thou never arM - but by the busyness of our Uves,
and the insensitiveness of our hearts, we shut Thee
out. ;]e keep Thee dista.nt.
HELP US, 0 GrD, to opE''l our
to op6r, our
to speak to
desperately

hear'ts to the gentle invaDion of Your love,
mtnds to Your lr.ford and to Your Will, a.nd
each of us this hour that word that we
need to hear.

OFTEN WE HAVE BROUGHT TO YOU our weaknesses - sins to be forgiven,
fears to be allayed, anxieties to be
overcome, e.nd discouragements to be
driven out.
. AGAin, this hour we come into YOUR PRESENCE with our many needs Steady ils in_our_ sickness.
Comfort us in our bereavement.
Befriend us in our loneliness.
Be near as we struggle to overcome temptation.
Let not the concerns and the worries of this week
destroy us or overwhelm us.
OUR PRAYERS in these moments reach out to include friends and loved ones from whom, tn this time of worship, He are separated by dintance,
but from whom we are not separated by our love, our thought, our
concern.
WE COME, LORD, not only with our varied needs, but also with our individual
strengths, with our desire to put our convictions on the line
and into action. Therefore,
LAY HOLD, we pray upon our courage and good will. Forgive us that we
use brotherly love so poorly and cautiously.
LAY HOID, we pray upon our faith. Hake us aware of what we can do
when we do it with You. Remind us that more things are
wrought by nrayer than thts world has ever dreamed,
that "with you, all things are possiblel"
SEUD US FCRTH into the wnys of this city with couraGe, with conviction and
with compassion in our hearts and on our lips. We ask this in
the name of Jesus - for 1 t is in His love that we find our
hope - for ourselves and for onr world.

GREETING TO THE CHilDREN:

Sunday, February 28, 1988

INTRODUCTION

How nice tt ts to ha.ve the ch Udren of our Sunday
School down h~re with us •••• they're going to sing to
nhont "Goodness" ••• most appropriate. But, beforf! they do, let me say n.
few words to them.
Whose birthdBy di.d we celebrate last Honda.y? If you
say, Joyce Gartrell - that's right ••• but I'm thtnking
of a President of our country? The "Father" of our country? Yea, George
Washington.
OEOOEE vlASIIINGTON

I once read that whenever George Washington went to church he always
made a point of sltting f.n the front row ••• straight and tall ••• not because
he had a problem hearing ••• I don't thl.nk he did ••• but because he wanted
people to know he w11s there ••• he wanted them to know how he felt about the
Church and the things of Godl A fine example to us. "Down front" ••• just
as you are. "straight and tall''· Getting in before the service begins,
not coming in late and sitting near the back.
GECRGE BUSH

You know last Summer when I was on vncation in Maine ••• "down
in ~1aine" as some say •••• I ~rent to Church one Sunday morning
in a small little village on the coast of tfaine, in a stone church right next
to the ocean .•• you could hear the w~ves on the rocks. And much to my
surprise when I got there and sat down around two minutes to eleven in the
third roo ••• I looked up and sitting there on the front row - "~traight and tall",
~rith his wife and his mother w~s the Vi.ce President of our country George Herbert :·Talker B11sh.
Now, I confess tn you that I peaked seve "al times in his direction
during the service to see hem he was gettl.ng along ••• wheth~r he closed his
ey·es during the prayers (he did), and whether he sang the hymns (he did) and
paid attr·ntion to what was going on. I was pleased to see him tn church. As
a matter of fflct, I guess he did better than I did ••• being an Epis.copal
Church and with his Episcopal church background, he knew when and how to
kneel. •• better than I did. He sang one of the hymns without l0oking at his
hymn book, too. He knew the words. A fine example. I was impressed. He
Has "down front" - front row and was there before the service began. He put
somethtng n the offering plate and again, he probably did a bit hett;er than I
clid.
CONCLUSION

flow, I don't want any of yon to rend too much into what I'm
saying by referri.ng to our Vice President. I know I came
pretty close on my "super Bowl" prediction of a month ago. I'm not going to
make any predictions on the Super Tuesday Primary. That's not my job. Don't
go out of here !'laying that Hr. Clarke is getting into politics. That's not
the job of the preacher. My message to you today is to encourage you always
to try to go to church ••• and to sit down front (a lot of nice people down here),
to get here early, and to share in all that's going on. 1\.nd to remember the
example of George t-.Tnshington and George Bush - "down front" 11 ~:traight nnd tall".
"On time". "Pay attention". Let others kwll-t how ,you feel ahout the Church£

~~~-~------

..
PASTORAL PRAYER:

February 2R 1 i988

0 GOD, OUR FATHER - from a world filled '1-Tith n~ise and strife, with tension
and turmoil, we have come to this quiet place this d.q.y ...
HERE to be quieted, to be guided and strengthened, as
we again ready ourselves for the tasks of another week.
FAR FROM US, Thou never arM - but by the busyness of our lives,
and the insensitiveness of our hearts, we shut Thee
out. '.le keep Thee distant.
HELP US, 0 Get>, to open our
to op~;, our
to speak to
desperately

he,'lrts to the gentle invasion of Your love,
minds to Your Word and to Your Will, and
each of us this hour that word that we
need to hear.

OFTEN WE HAVE BROUGHT TO YOU our weaknesses - sins to be forgiven,
fears to be allayed, anxieties to be
overcome, and discouragements to be
driven out.
AGJUll, this hour we come into YOUR PRESENCE with our many needs -

Steady us in.our sickness.
Comfort us in our bereavement.
Befriend us in our loneliness.
Be near as we struggle to overcome temptation.
Let not the concerns and the worries of this week
destroy us or overwhelm us.
OUR PRAYERS in these moments reach out to include friends and loved ones from whom, in this time of worship, '~>te are separated by diotance,
but from whom we are not separated by our love, our thought, our
concern.
WE COME, LORD, not only with our varied needs, but also with our individual
strengths, with our desire to put our convictions on the line
and into action. Therefore,
LAY HOlD, we pray upon our courage and good will. Forgive us that we
use brotherly love so poorly and cautiously.
LI\Y HOW, we pray upon our faith. fvloke us aware of what we can cto
when we do i t with You. Remtnd us that more thtn~s are
1rrrought by nrayer than this world has ever dreamed,
thnt "with you, all things are possiblel"
SEfiD US FCRTH into the ways of this city with courat;e, with conviction and

with compassion in our hearts and on our lips. We ask thts in
the nnme of Jesus - for ! t is in IUs love that we find our
hope - for ourselves ann for our world.

ANNOUNCEME}ITS:

I.

II.

III.

PARISH CONCERNS
A.

Parish concerns listed for you in bulletin ••• invite you to
take a moment to review them on your own •••

n.

If you have not yet already done so, be sure to pick up a
copy of our Lenten devotional, The Sanctuary, for your
Lenten daily reading. Copies are by the door. t-faxie Dunham's thoughts help to set the tone of our da.ys.

C.

March will be here on Tuesday. A busy month. Be sure to
get your march announcements and articles in to Lucy Dinnes
for the monthly nm·IS sheet.

D.

March 7th. Laity ~1eettng here with our Bishop. 7:30pm.
March 14th. Annual ~feeting. March 20th: "Each One Bring
One". Pot Luck Supper sponsored by our Outreach Committee
with a special evening program "in the works".

E.

Adult Fellowship Retreat next weekend. Be in touch with
Bob Gardner for details fo1· the weekend away.

GREETING / VISITCRS
A.

He welcome the visitors in the congregation and invite you
to come agR. 1 n ••• to worship with us on other Sundays.

B.

Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Fill out a
card or sign the Guest Book. Join us downstairs for coffee.
Work with us i.n our programs of service.

c.

We've been doing the Lord's work at this lecation since
1837 ••• two weeks from today we celebrate our 1.5lst birthday.
We minister in the name of Christ and it is in Hts loving
spirit that we greet you.

Rll1EHBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
A.

IV.

Sunday, Februnry 28, 19AO

Mabelle White - left NYC Hospital. •• will be making her home
in the Hethodist Church ••• cards and prayers.

OFFERING
A.

Last Sunday to make a special gift to the Human Relations
Day appeal of the United Methodist Church. $ 160. Need another $LO.

n. Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive".

FIRST INTRODUCTION

, The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at
hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of
worship refresh our inner life. And may it renew in all of us a sense of
God's holy and abiding Presence.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
Remaining in ~ prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation •••• a time in which
we prepare ourselves expectantly ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be
made real to us in this hour of worship.
SECOND INTRODUCTION

In quietness, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
THIRD INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into
a time of silent meditation as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
FOURTH INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments,
let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love,
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.

MEDITATION

We rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus who said:

"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of
Me, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light".
"Ask, and it will be given you. Seek and you will find.
Knock, and it will be open unto you."
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, but b.v Me. If you love Me, you will keep my cormnandments"
"For I te 11 you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat ••• or drink •• nor about your body, what you shall put
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than
raiment."
"But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well."
"For r. am ~ez:suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
princ1pal1t1es, nor powers, nor things present. .to come nor height
nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be ab 1e to sep&rate
'
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our lord."

"And all things •• owhatsoever you shall ask in prayer,
believing ••• you shall receive. And as many as touched
Him were made wholel"
"Wait on the U:lrd. Be of good course and He shall
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of
1ihe Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength."
We know that in everything, God works together for good
with those who love Him!"
11

"But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint".
"God so love the "'forld that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life".·
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases~.

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on

Thee: because he trusteth in thee".
"In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News:
We are forgiven" o
PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER

0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for
others, as well as for ourselves. Touch with
healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour:

1.

2.

3.

h.

s.

6.

• • • beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and
the broken hearted among us ••• and especially be close to
who in recent
days has lost a loved one. Abide among us as a healing benediction. Heal each of
us at the point of our deepest need.
Answer the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our
hearts, spoken in the name and soirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray ••••
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught
us to say when we prayo•o
"Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom came. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And _lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
Kingdom, and the Power and the glery, forever. Amen"

~

\

'

ANTHEM:

"O Holy Jesu"

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"

"O holy Jesu, Prince or peace! Thy
peace be with us, gathering round Thy board.
Here, where the presence of an unseen Lord
waits to be gracious, charged with full release, to every heavy laden soul which here
remembers Thee, which here remembers Thee,
0 Prince of peace!
Ours is the bond of love divine, which
knits us each to all, and all to each, that
love whose everlengthening cords can reach
from the great choir around Thy heavenly
shrine, to those who come in faith today,
here to remember Thee. Amen."

The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on
Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.
New friends are always welcome. Old friends,
too. George Leopold is the leader.

ANTHEM:

The Membership Committee will meet on
Wednesday evening, March 2nd, at 7:30 pm.
Plans for the March 20th "Each One Bring One"
Sunday will be reviewed.

"Cantique de Jean Racine"

"O Redeemer divine, our sole hope of
salvation, eternal Light of the earth and
the sky, we kneel in adoration. 0 Savior,
turn on us Thy loving eye. Send down on.us
the fire of Thy grace all consuming, whose
wondrous might dispersed the powers of hell,
and rouse our slumbering souls with Thy
radiance, ·that they may waken Thy mercy to
tell. 0 Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us,
we implore Thee, who here are gathered on
penitent knee. Accept the hymns we chant to
Thine eternal glory and these Thy gifts we
return unto Thee!"
SAVE THE DATE
The Annual Meeting of our Church will
be held on Sunday, March 13th, at 1 pm.

TUESDAY AT EIGHT
The Oratorio Society, under the direction of Lyndon Woodside, will present the
Verdi Requiem at Carnegie Hall. For ticket
information, speak to Bobbie Heron.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO MEET

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN
New members will be received into the
fellowship of the Church in late April.
Persons interested in st~engthening a tie
with the Church this coming Spring are invited to share this interest with Mr. Clarke.
FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the choir. Rehearsals are
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in the
downstairs choir room located in the rear of
the Russell Room~
.

\

\\
ANTHEM:

"O Holy Jesu"

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"

"O holy Jesu, Prince of peace! Thy
peace be with us, gathering round Thy board.
Here, where the presence of an unseen Lord
waits to be gracious, charged with full release, to every heavy laden soul which here
remembers Thee, which here remembers Thee,
0 Prince of peace!
Ours is the bond of love divine, which
knits us each to all, and all to each, that
love whose everlengthening cords can reach
from the great choir around Thy heavenly
shrine, to those who come in faith today,
here to remember Thee. Amen."

The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on
Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.
New friends are always welcome. Old friends,
too. George Leopold is the leader.

ANTHEM:

The Membership Committee will meet on
Wednesday evening, March 2nd, at 7:30 pm.
Plans for the March 20th "Each One Bring One"
Sunday will be reviewed.

"Cantique de Jean Racine"

"O Redeemer divine, our sole hope of
salvation, eternal Light of the earth and
the sky, we kneel in adoration. 0 Savior,
turn on us Thy loving eye. Send down on us
the fire of Thy grace all consuming, whose
wondrous might dispersed the powers of hell,
and rouse our slumbering souls with Thy
radiance, that they may waken Thy mercy to
tell. 0 Christ, bestow Thy blessing on us,
we implore Thee, who here are gathered on
penitent knee. Accept the hymns we chant to
Thine eternal glory and these Thy gifts we
return unto Thee!"
SAVE THE DATE
The Annual Meeting of our Church will
be held on Sunday, March 13th, at 1 pm.

TUESDAY AT EIGHT
The Oratorio Society, under the direction of Lyndon Woodside, will present the
Verdi Requiem at Carnegie Hall. For ticket
information, speak to Bobbie Heron.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO MEET

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN
New members will be received into the
fellowship of the Church in late April.
Persons interested in strengthening a tie
with the Church this coming Spring are invited to share this interest with Mr. Clarke.
FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the choir. Rehearsals are
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in the
downstairs choir room located in the rear of
the Russell Room~

PARK AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
I 06 East 86th Street
New York, N.Y.l0028
AT 9-6997

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Rev. Philip A. C. C larke ... ........ . ... . ....... . . Minister
Mr. Lyndon Woodside .............. Organist-Choir Director
Mr. Jack Schmidt .... . .. .. . . . ........ . .. Business Manager
l\lrs. judy Ferland .............................. Secretary
:\1 rs. judith Keisman ...... . . ......... .. Day School Director
Mr. Roberto Meriles .. . .. .. . .
. .. . ... Custodian
GENERAL OFFICERS
Lay l\1embers, Annua l Conference ...... lVlr. Edward J. Brown
Mrs. Joyce Gartrell
President, Board of Trustees .. .. ... .. ..... . Miss Lynn Bruhn
Chairman, Administrative Counci l .. . . .... l\lrs. Bobbie Heron
Chairman, Education Committee .. . .. ...... Mr. William Bell
Chairman, Fellowship Committee . .. . .. . Miss Helen Wilkinson
Chairman , Finance Committee .... . . . . . Mr. Edward J. Brown
Chairman, Church Property Committee .. Mr. Doug Heimbigner
Co-Chairmen, Membership Committee .... Miss Linda Burtch
Dr. John Lombardo
Chairman, Outreach Committee .... . .. . .. Miss Elizabeth Berg
Chairman, Worship Committee ........... Miss Pam Hubby
Co-Ch airmen, Day School . . . . .. Dr. and Mrs. John Lombardo
Chairman, Ushers .......... . ......... .. Mr. Larry Morales
Superi ntendent, Sunday School .......... Miss Anne Davenport

PARK AVENUE
UNITED MEl'HODIST CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
February 28, 1988
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.
ORGAN
"Arioso"
Bach
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 7 "See the Morning Sun Ascending"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated)
Most merciful Father, we have done little to
forward Thy kingdom in this world, to foster the
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us,
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings;
forgive our neglect; give us a pure heart intent
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to
seek first Thy kingdom and Thy righteousness.
And make us to come, as came Thy Son, not to be
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this
in the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

***

GREETING TO THE CHILDREN
A SONG BY THE CHILDREN
HYMN NO. 248 "Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" (1 and 4)

***

"o Holy Jesu"
ANTHEM
Lvoff
Matthew 26: 36 - 46
Page 862
SCRIPTURE
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"Cantique de Jean Racine"
Faure
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 224 "Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine"
SERMON
"Someone To Turn To"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 478 "Lead On, 0 King Eternal"
BENEDICTION
"Toccata In A Minor"
Pachelbel
ORGAN

***

Interval for Ushering

LAY READER
We welcome Nancy Paton as our Lay Reader today. A
native of Owensboro, Kentucky, Nancy is a homemaker and
mother of Elisabeth Anne. Here in the Church she is a
member of the choir, Education Committee and Worship
Committee. She joined the church 12 years ago.
ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are given in loving
memory of Elizabeth Ann Ward by her daughter, Nancy.
GREETERS AND USHERS

The greeters today are Roxanne Snover and Cathy Syblc
The ushers are Jacqueline Notestine, Kenneth Borgeson,
Dee Downing, Michael Hayes, Gary Klein, Michael Schaffielc
and John Simms.
AN INVITATION

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us
today by Bob Gardner, Ken Borgeson, Sharon duPonte, Bobbit
Heron, Julie Hymes and Lucene Innes.
CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE
Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday morning from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for
infants and toddlers is also available.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS

The Adult Bible Class meets Sunday morning at 9:15
in Fellowship Hall. John Simms is leading the class in
a study on Methodism. Coffee and doughnuts are available.
Everyone is welcome.
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"SOMEONE TO TURN TO"
INTRODUCTION

The sermons on the Sunday mornings in Lent this yeg,r
are attempting to deal with the resources of o~ inner life with the intention of replenishing them, if nossible. Ne
know from past experience that the seas will not alway~ be smooth and
that there.will be dark days as well as bright ones. Ne want to be
the kind of people who will take the rough seas as well a.s the smooth
seas, and go through the dark days as well as the bri~ht ones without
despair.
We are something like a ship; not much like a ship, but something
like a ship, at least in this respect: how well a shin rides the
storm depends not only on how well it is built (this is basic, to be
sure), not only on hOW well it has been constructed, but also UPOn
the kind of captain it has, upon the kind of man who is on the bridge.
I know very little about navigation, but I would venture to say this
that a poorly built ship with a good captain may do better in rough
weather than a fine ship with a careless captain.
In other words, it is the inner life of a man which ultimately
determjnes his destiny. His outer life is comparable to the shiP its keel, hull, propeller, engine room, bridge, deck, ~nd all the
rest. His inner life is comparable to the captain - the mind, the
will, the purnose, the intelligence- who directs the course of the
shi-p. Hie destiny is determined not so much by his body or by his
bank account or by the weather he meets, as it is by the beliefs and
convictions of his life and the bravery with which he clings to them.
DEVELOPMENT

'J.1hose of you who were with us last Sunday will recall
that we went into the wilderness with Jesus to see
what resources he had as he experienced his first encounter with the
tempter. We found that when he was under heavy fire, making a
decision that would determine the whole course of his life, he had a
book to go by. He was not dependent entirely unon his own resources,
his own j_ntelligence, his own strength; he had a Book which co~tained
the accumulated wisdom of his peonle, and through that wisdom snake
the voice of God. In that neriod of trial and testin~, he could say
"It is written •.. thus and sou. He had guidelines;-.he""'did not have to
play it alone.
n"-. ·t- .
Today we follow him into another place. "And they went to a
nlace called Gethsemane; and he said to his disci nles, 'Sit here while
I pray'. And he took with him Peter and James and John, and be.o:an to
be greatly d i str"' seed and troubled tt.
·

~ ,...l ~

Gethsemane - th8t word ~rou can never say w1thout
stopntng to listen to the beauty of its sound.
Gethsemane was and still is a p:arden just outside of Jerusalem, on
the slope of the Mount of Olives. Jesus knew it well. He had been
there many times. It was the snring of the year. It w~s the time of
the great Jewish holy day - the Passover - the great lndenendence Day
of his people, celebrated by loyal Jews everywhere.
·
INTO GETHSH;MAI\TE

Jesus had just had supper with his closest friends in nren~ration
for the Passover meal the next night. He knew that this would in all
-probability be his last Passover. He sa~ the handwriting on the wall.
He was beginning to encounter stiff opposition all along the line, the
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opposition of those who wanted to keen the status quo, the fierce
oouosition of those who had little or-no imagination and who were
not willing to make the radical changes that had to be made if they
were to really accept him and this Kingdom of God that he had been
proclaiming now for many months. The op~osition, he knew, w~s
more than he could match - one single man against a oowerful and
united hierarchy.
·He knew, however, exactly what he was doing. He did not drift
into .this situation carelessly or casually. He W!i.lked into it
deliberately. He was ready for it .... but not quit.e. There was something in him that still held on to life. As he saw the cross, coming
closer, as he saw death looming up in front of him, he couldn t heln
but wonder if there was still some way open to him to avoid that
which appeared to be inevitable; He still longed for life. He
didn't want to die. In these moments in Gethsemane, perhaos he was
tempted to think in terms of escape - to return to the quietness and
peacefulness of Galilee and fade into obscurity and live out his
life as a rabbi in some northern town. He was tempted ....• and tempted
more than once. The first time it was in the wilderness: the last
time in a garden.
,
HE TOOK WITH HIM

When he went to Gethsemane on that fateful
ni~ht, he took with him Peter, James and John.
They had been very close to him throughout his ministry. We have
this imoression quite clearly put before us in the Gosoel. They were
closer to him than the others. Have you ever stopped to wonder why •••
why they were closer. I let my imagination work around with this
question. It isn't always easy to see why some peonle are attracted
to others, drawn to others in a sympathetic union, one sup~lementing,
complementing the other? H"ve you ever found yourself saying, 11 I
wonder what 1 t was that brought those two together? I Just can't
see what she saw in him." Or sometimes when you see two neonle of
the same sex come together and decide to room together h::re in the
city, I sometimes find myself saying "What ever brou~ht those two
to~ether ...•• they seem to have so very little in common in the way
of interests ... " Sometimes it's easy to see. Other times it isn't.
It's hard to see in this case. Why were Peter and James and
John so close to Jesus. He was a carpenter. They were fisherman.
Their nrofessions did not bring them together. And in no sense were
they his equals. They were often slow of heart, slow to understand,
often asking stupid quest ion. He was on a much higher level in
every respect. But there was this about them, this imnortant fact:
they responded to him. When he called they followed. Their resoonse
may have been lacking in some ways, but nevertheless they resnonded
to him. I think they recognized, though dimly, something in him
that snake to them of the very mystery of God himself. -And because they resuonded, he was able to reveal himself to
them ••.•• to be himself with them. On this occasion, he could let
them s~e how troubled and upset he was. He coumdn't let the others
see it, they would never have understood. But he could sav to th
~hr:ee what he( really felt: "My heart is ready to break with gri::.""~se
e1ng a man and more than a man to be s r ) h
~~ •
responded to him' who let him b ' .
u e ' e needed someone who
unon whom he couldvnlace the bu~d~~m~~l~i~w~o ~o~ld understand him,
brightness of his ~lory.
ar ness, as well as the
u

- 3 When he went into the wilderness to be temuted the first time,
he took a book with him. When he went into the p.:arden to be tempted
the last time, he took three friends with him.
Do you have ueople like thqt to whom
you' can turn. The answer, of course,
would nrobably vary if it came from
each of you individually. I know some of you auite well, and I know
that you do have neO'Jle in your li vee to whom you can turn in exactly
this way •.••• people who resnond to you, people with whom you can be
yourself, with whom you can let down the front, so to speak.

DO YOU HAVE FRIENDS LIKE
THAT TO WHOM YOU CAN TURN

But I feel that too many peoule have too few neonle to whom they
can turn in this w11.y. As I grow older and as I know more Y)eoule myself,
I have the feeling that there are too many walls between us, too many
fences, Robert Frost, would say. Sometimes we build them ourselves;
so~etimes they are there, inherited ryerhaus from nast generations.
Sometimes it is more than a wall, than a fence; at times it is like a
dam that holds the water back that should be streaming into the valleys
of life. The result is that our inner resources are restricted. We
have no one to whom we can turn at the time when we need that helu
that only the sympathetic understanding of another human can ~ive.
VARIOUS REASONS FOR THIS

There are various reasons for this, and
I can only mention a few of them, and add
comments in the urocess. For one thing, in the nast twenty to forty
years we have cut ourselves off nretty much from the gene rat ion before
us and the g~neration after us. For instance, once the family is
raised, that sit. They begin to think about retirement. The older
co~nle may live near the children they have brought up and raised, but
it s unthinkable that they should live with them. And the children,
when they get to be twenty years of age, if they're not married,
think in terms b.:fivhaving a place of their own - an anartment in the
city. Freedom to live their own lives is what they want. They have
the freedom, but often there is a barreness and a loneliness about it.

Of course, we C'annot change the pattern of our society. But it
seems to me that we have lost something. I know it 's not easy to
live with people of different generations, and sometimes it's imuossible.
And I'm discovering too from my experiences in dealin@: with peonle
that it's not easy for any two ueonle to live together, no matter
what generation they belong to. And I hesitate to say this in the
presence of my own wife for she may take me up on it and think about
another trip to South Carolina, but I feel that children who seldom
if ever see their grandparents at close hand have been deDrived of
one of the great resources of their inner lives.
A second reason for this grows out of the fact that we are, I
think, impatient with long term relationshins. This is nartly due
to our excessive mobility. We live in different nlaces and we are
there for only a short time; we make a grouD of friends qnd then we
move to another nlace and make friends there. Under the nresent conditions, this ts.the best we can do. Nevertheless, it is-true that
the great relationships of life are the long ones, and these have to
be worked on and worked out , sometimes under d iff icul t situations.
The great relationship may be the one between two people who are
mated for life, j oinEild together in holy wedlock. It was not so for

- 4 Jesus, but it is for many. The great relationship may be within
the family circle. It was not so for Jesus; his family didn't understand him. Or, it may be with neople comuletely outside ~he family,
with someone who is closer than kith or kin. It was so w1th Jesus.
But note this: it was for him the long term relationship, the re1 at ionships that had been cultivated with nat ience and fore bearance,
understanding and intimate association. Ntlee this ulease: when our
Lord waat into Gethsemane and wanted someone to go with him, he did
not take zaacheus whom he had just met and who resnonded to him with
an almost excessive enthusiasm. He took the three who had been with
from the beginning - Peter, James and John. We would do well not to
divorce ourselves from those who have known us, loved us and accented
us for what we are, even though someone more exci ttng and available
hanuens
to annear
on the horizon.
. ...
.
.::

And finally, the third reason I would nut before you for this
situation is this: we live in a world in which more and more ueonle
are becoming less and less uersonal. Again, I suupose it is due to
the great increase in our population and the concentration of that
population in urban areas. It may be that it is more not icea.ble
here in New York City and in the north east in general where neonle
are perhaps more reticent than neople living in othersparts of the
country. The people you see on the street or sit next to on the
bus seldom look as if they want to speak to you. There's no sign
of animation in their faces, and even when you go into a restaurant
a.nd they wait on you, they often look as if they were waiting on a
stone.
You and I are not entirely unlike this. We tend to catch the
infection of impersonality, of wanting to move about anonymously.
I see evidences of it in my work. Sometimes it is because we are
too shy. But if we could only lose, for a few moments at le~st,
that inherited reticence which makes us think that nobody wants to
speak to us because nobody needs us, if we could approach neople
as though they were human beings- in the streets, the sho~s, the
restaurants, the stores, wherever we are - as though they were of
interest to us, as though wee~ight need them, if we could do something like this in our daily lives, I feel certain that before long
life would begin to look different for a great many ueo~me.
CONCLUSION

And so as we go on from here, remember this scene in
the gard'-'n of Gethsemane. Even our Lord needed some
close friends to whom he could turn in a moment of need. To be sure
they feel asleep in the garden. But they were there. Their suiri t s
were willing, even though their f!tesh may have been weak. In that
dark .,lace, in that lonely hour of his life, they were there - he
had someone to turn to, someone with whom he could be himself
someone with whom he could let down the front, someone he couid talk
to on the deener levels of life. This is another of the great
resources of the inner life. Don't overlook it. I think you will
discover that peoule are more than willing to reach out to you, to
be of help, and nerhaus you yourself, h':tVing received helu can turn
around and be one to give it.
'
LET US PRAY: We thank thee, Our Father, for the few DeO'Jle we know
and know well enough to trust, to be ourselves with. Helu us to
preserve that necessary reticence which will nrotect us from the casuql
curiosity of the passer by, and then give to each of us the grace to
take the walls down, so that between ourselves and a few others there
may be such a community of e"'lirit and mind that we may be members one
of another. Amen

