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"SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN"
Let me share with you some blank verse that has been in ~
sermon file for several years. I don't recall having used
it before and the author remains unknown, at least to me. The lines are entitled, "The Little Duck" and they provide me with a spring board for today's
sermon.
INTRODUCTION

"Now we are going to look at something pretty special.
It is a duck, riding the ocean a hundred feet
beyond the surf.
No, it isn't a gull.
A gull always has a raucous touch about him.
This is some sort of duck, and he cuddles in
the swells.
He isn't col~; and he is thinking things over.
There is a big heaving in the Atlantic,
And he is part of it.
He looks a·bit like a mandarin, or my Lord Buddha
meditating under the Bo tree.
But he has hardly enough above the eyes to be a
philosopher.
He has poise, however, which is what philosophers
must have.
He can rest while the Atlantic heaves,
because he is in the Atlantic.
Probably he doesn't know how large the ocean is.
And neither do you.
But he realizes it.
And what does he do, I ask you? He sits down in it.
He reposes in the Lmmediate as if it were
infinity - which it is.
1bat is religion, and the duck has itt
He has made himself part of the boundless,
by easing himself into it just where it touches him.
The people of the Middle ages were more like the
duck than we are.
They took life as it presented itself and ran it
up in spir~s of Gothic.
They crossed few oceans, but they floated on the
sea of time.
And a cat is more like this duck than we are.
We can radio to the moon and get back a pip for
an answer.
But a cat can make a harthrug a haven in the infinite.
Or launch four kittens into life in a cracker box
by the furnace •
Purring with pride because she has tuned in on cosmic waves.
I like the little duck.
He doesn't know much, but he has religion."
Now, not for a minute, would I dare suggest that this view of religion is
complete or accurate. From a Christian standpoint, it leaves much to be
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desired. Yet, I think it is both fair and timely to say that what separates
the religious person from the irreligious person is his belief that an energy
other than his own is operating in this world which is our home.
There have been times in the history of the human family when people were
too conscious of God's activity and too indifferent to their own. In our day,
thanks to the mixed blessings of secularization, we tend to be too conscious
of our activity and too indifferent to God's activity in life.
ADVENT

This season of Advent into which we enter today affords us with
an opportunity to set things right. The Church year begins with
Advent. For had Jesus as the Christ not come, there would be no Church as we
know it. Advent is es~:;entially God's activity. Human efforts were involved,
to be sure, but the flmr of Advent was "God-to-man" and not "man-to-God" • Man
could yearn and watch and pray and hope and work, but in so doing he was only
shaping his life around a prior initiative that had its source in God. As
Pam read it in the prologue of John's Gospel,
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God".
Something wants to happen. This is the Advent frame of mind, and the person
of faith always knows that his is not to make it happen, but to let it happen.
And I think we need to look ~ore closely at this distinction between making
it happen and letting it happen. I'm reminded of something that was said to
me before a service here many years ago. It was the Sunday before Christmas
and I guess I was nervous ••• paclng a bit more than usual out in the narthex •••
and Harry Smith, ushering that Sunday, came over and put a hand on ~ shoulder
and quietly said,
"Preacher •••• (Harry was from Texas where he often
used that ~rord in talking to his minister) ••• he said,
preacher ••• let it happen."
The processional hymn that Sunday was partially lost on me because of those
words that he said. "Let it happen". I understood them to mean that something
was already here on the scene that was wanting and waiting to be "released".
There was already a power waiting to break through. It is not your responsibility
to create the substance ••• but rather to develop the inspiration, to perform the
action, to allow God to work through you by being sufficiently open.
When preachers are on good terms with their sources they know that the
power is not of them, but through them ••• jnst as all good doctors know that they
only dress the wound, but that it is God who does the healingl
SOllETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN THE WORI.D

Something wants to happen. Something wants to happen in the world.

The Season of Advent reminds us that God has a purpose for the world, that
He does not stand in opposition to His creation, nor is He passive before His
creation. He has a purpose for us and for the world. God did not say of this
earth, "A nice place to visit, but I wouldn't want to live here". No, He has
chosen to "tabernacle" among us.

- 3 There is a striking verse in the Book of Acts that: caught my eye recently.
It 1 s nestled in there in the 13th chapter, the lOth verse. On the island of
Cyprus at a place called Paphos, Paul encounters a false prophet by the name of
Bar-Jesus. This man is all mixed up in sorcery and magic. Instead of trying
to negotiate ro{ith this maverick, Paul meets him head on and says to him,
'!You are a son of the devil; you are an enemy of all
righteousness; you are full of all deceit and villainy."
He then continues, "1-lill you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the
Lord". In other words Paul believed that a way was already there and that it
was our responsibility to keep that way open and to guard it against perversion.
It is not our task to make it be. Rather it is our task to let it bel
The forces of God in this world get weary from time to time and not without
reason. We suffer from spiritual battle-fatigue, from the occasional crisis of
the spirit. At times we are obsessed with the thought that it's all up to us.
That we must make it all happen. We need a rebirth of faith in the God who
makes it happen, and a fresh awareness that our role is to let it happen "in us"
and 11 thrcmgh us".
Advent comes and we are reminded that it is not always ours to make it
happen, but rather to let it happen.
"We do not have to make the sun t-Ie have only to raise the shade.
We do not have to build the dam and gather water,
We have on~ to open the gates and let
it surge.
We do not have to create the judging, saving word.
We have only to recei~e it and pass it on.
We do not have to come up with a purpose worthy of
our striving.
We have only to allow God's forward,
moYi.Qg Spirit to direct our stops and starts"
SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN YOO

I,

Something wants to happen - in the world.
Something also wants to happen - in you.

You may have given up on yourself, but remember this -God hasn't. This is
also a part of the message of Advent. Some have been at this Christianity for a
long, long time - plugging away. The victories are few and far between. We
have discovered, as in football, that the early yardage was easy to come by,
but that once inside the final 20, the yardage is tough to come by. We need to
remember, too, that the least important fact of life is the score at half-time.
That we can still role up some impressive gains in the third quarter or the
Lth quarter. How often we may feel strapped with the same old prejudices, the
same tired grooves of thought, the same weaknesses of character, the same
predictable faults and limitations, the same old temptations.
You can't make yourself a Christian, but God can! Our responsibility is to
let God's spirit operate within us. The Gospel is not another exhortation to

- 4simply try harder. As it said on the church bulletin board, "Don't try harder.
Believe differently".
In a sense, one can be a Christian without really trying. In other words,
there is an energy that wishes to take over our life - to heal its wounds, to
make it straight, and strong and well. This is what Paul had in mind when he
wrote to the Ephesians and spoke of God, saying:
11

\Vhy by the power at work within us is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we might ask of think •••• "

Artists and poets are often aware of being "encroached" or 11 invaded" from without. How often does the artist say, "It came to me ••• 11 This something that
wanted to happen. How often does a student look up and say, 11 It suddenly hit
me as I was sitting there" ••• as though from without an energy or an idea had
captured his mind and put thoughts into his pen.
I believe the Christian interpretation of life is somewhat misunderstood
if we see it mere~ as a statement of religious ideals and purposes. It is
basical~ redemptive and only incidently instructive.
It tells of a God who
can make us what He wants us to be. Our responsibility is not to make it happen,
but rather to let it happen. About all that we can do is to remove the
hinderances and clear the encumbrances and assume the posture so that that which
wants to happen can happen.
Some ti1"'18 ago I came upon a meaningful statement of personal testimony
given by Sister Damien Flood, Associate Professor of Theology at Springfield
College in Illinois. In a reminiscing mood, she wrote these lines:
'

"If I had my life to live over, I'd try to make more mistakes. I would relax. I would limber up. I would be
sillier than I have been this trip. I know of very few
things I would take seriously. I would be crazier. I would
be less hygenic. I would take chances. I would take more
trips. I would climb more mountains, swim more rivers,
watch more sunsets. I would burn more gasoline, eat more
ice cream. I'd have more actual problems and fewer imaginary
ones.
You see I'm one of those persons who live 'prophylactically' sensibly, sanely day after day. Oh, I have had my moments and
if I had to do it over again, I'd have more of them. In fact,
I'd have nothing else ••• just moments ••• one after another
instead of living so maqy years ahead of each day. I have been
one of those people who doesn't go aqywhere without a thermometer, a hot water bottle, a rain coat, and a parachute.
(Hello somebody ••• sounds familiar ••• getting too close?) If
I had to do it over again, I would go places and do things and
travel lighter. I'd ride more merry-go-rounds and pick more
daisies and remember that less is more."
CLOSING

Something wants to happen in this world.
in you and in me. Let's let it happen.

Something wants to happen

.~
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Something wonderful happened in Galilee long ago. Advent is the season
of the year when we prepare to celebrate that "happening". Let 1 s remember
that it can happen again - in our lives, in our world. Here. Now.
Back to that little duck with which we started this sermon.
writer about that duck:

Said the

"He reposes in the immediate as if it were infinity •••
which it is.
That is religion.
And the duck has it.
He has made himself part of the 'boundless' by easing
himself into it, just where it touches him."
And may it touch us, too, in these coming days as we "ease ourselves into
it" • ~.·into that world of an infant and infinity. This is our prayer and our
wish.
LET US PRAY

lve fee 1 Thy spirit coming close, Lord ••• Your presence
touching us and lifting us. With hearts filled with gratitude,
we thank you for the coming of Yourself - in the child of Bethlehem.
He comes as a gift for which we are grateful.

Help us to receive that

gift.
Help us to recognize His greatness and His giving. His disclosure of
Yourself in human terms. Help us to let His healing benediction bless our
lives. And give to each of us this second sight that our lives may be saved
from sin and sadness, from emptiness and shwlloeness. Help us to see His
brightness even in the dim and difficult days in which ;re pass our lives.
In His spirit we now pray.

Amen
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"SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN"
INTRODUCTION

Let me share with you some blank verse that has been in my
sermon file for several years. I don't recall having used
it before and the author remains unknown, at least to me. The lines are entitled, "The Little Duck" and they provide me with a spring board for today's
sermon.
"Now we are going to look at something pretty special.
It is a duck, riding the ocean a hundred feet
beyond the surf.
No, it isn't a gull.
A gull always has a raucous touch about him.
This is some sort of duck, and he cuddles in
the swells.
He isn't col~; and he is thinking things over.
There is a big heaving in the Atlantic,
And he is part of it.
He looks a bit like a mandarin, or my Lord Buddha
meditating under the Bo tree.
But he has hardly enough above the eyes to be a
philosopher.
He has poise, however, which is what philosophers
must have.
He can rest while the Atlantic heaves,
because he is in the Atlantic.
Probably he doesn't know how large the ocean is.
And neither do you.
But he realizes it.
And what does he do, I ask you? He sits down in it.
He reposes in the immediate as if it loTere
infinity - which it is.
That is religion, and the duck has itl
He has made himself part of the boundless,
by easing himself into it just where it touches him.
The people of the Middle ages were more like the
duck than we are.
They took life as it presented itself and ran it
up in spir~s of Gothic.
They crossed few oceans, but they floated on the
sea of time.
And a cat is more like this duck than we are.
We can radio to the moon and get back a pip for
an answer.
But a cat can make a harthrug a haven in the infinite.
Or launch four kittens into life in a cracker box
by the furnace •
Purring with pride because she has tuned in on cosmic waves.
I like the little duck.
He doesn't know much, but he has religion.''
Now, not for a minute, would I dare suggest that this view of religion
complete or accurate. From a Christian standpoint, it leaves much to be
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desired. Yet, I think i t is both fair and timely to say that what separates
the religious person from the irreligious person is his belief that an energy
other than his own is operating in this world which is our home.
There have been times in the history of the human family when people were
too conscious of God's activity and too indifferent to their own. In our day,
thanks to the mixed blessings of secularization, we tend to be too conscious
of our activity and too indifferent to God's activity in life.
ADVENT

This season of Advent into which we enter today affords us with
an opportunity to set things right. The Church year begins with
Advent. For had Jesus as the Christ not come, there would be no Church as we
knovr it. Advent is essentially God's activity. Human efforts were involved,
to be sure, but the flol-T of Advent was 11 God-to-man 11 and not "man-to-God". Man
could yearn and watch and pray and hope and work, but in so doing he was only
shaping his life around a. prior initiative that had its source in God. As
Pam read it in the prologue of John's Gospel,
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God".
Something wants to happen. This is the Advent frame of mind, and the person
of faith always knows that his is not to make it happen, but to let it happen.
And I think we need to look more closely at this distinction between making
I'm reminded of something that was said to
me before a service here many years ago. It was the Sunday before Christmas
and I guess I was nervous ••• pacing a bit more than usual out in the narthex •••
and Harry Smith, ushering that Sunday, came over and put a hand on my shoulder
and quietly said,
i t happen and letting it happen.

"Preacher •••• (Harry was from Texas where he often
used that Hard in talking to his minister) ••• be said,
preacher ••• let it happen."
The processional hymn that Sunday was partially lost on me because of those
words that he said. "Let it happen". I understood them to mean that something
was already here on the scene that 1<<as wanting and waiting to be "released".
There was already a power waiting to break through. It is not your responsibility
to create the substance ••• but rather to develop the inspiration, to perform the
action, to allmv God to work through you by being sufficiently open.
When preachers are on good terms with their sources they know that the
power is not of them, but through them ••• just as all good doctors knot'll' that they
only dress the wound, but that it is God who does the healing!
S01-1ETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN THE WORLD

Something wants to happen. Something wants to happen in the world.

The Season of Advent reminds us that God has a purpose for the world, that
He does not stand in opposition to His creation, nor is He passive before His
creation. He has a purpose for us and for the l-Jorld. God did not say of this
earth, "A nice place to visit, but I wouldn't want to live here". No, He has
chosen to "tabernacle" among us.

There is a striking verse in the Book of Acts that' caught my eye recently.
It's nestled in there in the 13th chapter, the lOth verse. On the island of
Cyprus at a place called Paphos, Paul encounters a false prophet by the nai1le of
Bar-Jesus. This man is all mixed up in sorcery and magic. Instead of trying
to negotiate T-Tith th.is maverick, Paul meets him head on and says to him,
"You are a son of the devil; you are an enemy of all
righteousness; you are full of all deceit and villainy."
He then continues, 11111/ill you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the
Lord". In other words Paul believed that a way was already there and that it
was our responsibility to keep that way open and to guard it against perversion.
It is not our task to make .it be. Rather it is our task to let it bel
The forces of God in this world get weary from time to time and not without
reason. We suffer from spiritual battle-fatigue, from the occasional crisis of
the spirit. At times we are obsessed vtith the thought that it's all up to us.
That we must make it all happen. We need a rebirth of faith in the God who
makes it happen, and a fresh a-vtareness that our role is to let it happen "in us"
and 11 throogh us".
Advent comes and we are reminded that it is not always ours to make it
happen, but rather to let it happen.
"We do not have to make the sun l-Ie have only to raise the shade.
We do not have to build the dam and gather water,
t-Ie have only to open the gates and let
it surge.
We do not have to create the judging, saving word.
We have only to receive it and pass it on.
We do not have to come up -vrith a purpose tvorthy of

our striving.
We have only to allow God's forward,
mo~ Spirit to direct our stops and starts"
SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN YCXJ

Something wants to happen - in the world.
Something also wants to happen - in you.

You may have given up on yourself, but remember this -God hasn't. This is
also a part of the message of Advent. Some have been at this Christianity for a
long, long time - plugging away. The victories are few and far between. We
have discovered, as in football, that the early yardage was easy to come by,
but that once inside the final 20, the yardage is tough to come by. We need to
remember, too 1 that the least important fact of life is the score at half -time.
That we can still role up some impressive gains in the third quarter or the
4th quarter. How often 1.-fe may feel strapped with the same old prejudices, the
same tired grooves of thought, the same weaknesses of character, the same
predictable faults and limitations, the same old temptations.
You can't make yourself a Christian, but God can! Our responsibility is to
let God's spirit operate within us. The Gospel is not another exhortation to

s1.mp.Ly t.ry naraer. AS
Believe differently" •

l"L

sa1a on t.ne cnurcn ou.LJ.eT.l.n ooara, "uon•t. t.ry naraer.

In a sense, one can be a Christian without really trying. In other words,
there is an ener~y that wishes to take over our life - to heal its wounds, to
make it straight, and strong and well. This is what Paul had in mind when he
wrote to the Ephesians and spoke of God, saying:
"Why by the power at work within us is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we might ask of think •••• "
Artists and poets are often aware of being "encroached" or 11 invaded" from without. How often does the artist say, "It came to me ••• 11 This something that
wanted to happen. How often does a student look up and say, 11 It suddenly hit
me as I was sitting there" ••• as though from without an energy or an idea had
captured his mind and put thoughts into his pen.
I believe the Christian interpretation of life is somewhat misunderstood
if we see it merely as a statement of religious ideals and purposes. It is
basically redemptive and only incidently instructive. It tells of a God who
can make us what He vTants us to be. Our responsibility is not to make it happen,
but rather to let it happen. About all that we can do is to remove the
hinderances and clear the encumbrances and assume the posture so that that which
wants to happen can happen.
Some ti~e ago I came upon a meaningful statement of personal testimony
given by Sister Damien Flood, Associate Professor of Theology at Springfield
College in Illinois. In a reminiscing mood, she wrote these lines:
"If I had my life to live over, I'd try to make more mistakes. I would relax. I would limber up. I would be
sillier than I have been this trip. I knotrr of very few
things I would take seriously. I would be crazier. I would
be less hygenic. I would take chances. I would take more
trips. I would climb more mountains, swim more rivers,
watch more sunsets. I would burn more gasoline, eat more
ice cream. I'd have more actual problems and fewer imaginary
ones.
You see I'm one of those persons who live 'prophylactically' sensibly, sanely day after day. Oh, I have had my moments and
if I had to do it over again, I'd have more of them. In fact,
I'd have nothing else ••• just moments ••• one after another
ins~ead of living so many years ahead of each day.
I have been
one of those people who doesn't go anywhere without a thermometer, a hot water bottle, a rain coat, and a parachute.
(Hello somebody ••• sounds familiar ••• getting too close?) If
I had to do it over again, I would go places and do things and
travel lighter. I'd ride more merry-go-rounds and pick more
daisies and remember that less is more."
CLOSING

Something wants to happen in this world.
in you and in me. Let's let it happen.

Something wants to happen

- 5Something lvonderful happened in Galilee long ago. Advent is the sea
of the year when we prepare to celebrate that "happening". Let 1 s remembe
that it can happen again - in our lives, in our world. Here. Now.
Back to that little duck with which we started this sermon.
writer about that duck:

Said th

"He reposes in the immediate as if it were infinity •••
which it is.
That is religion.
And the duck has it.
He has made himself part of the 'boundless' by easing
himself into it, just where it touches him."

And may it touch us, too, in these coming days as we "ease ourselves
it" ••• ·into that world of an infant and infinity. This is our prayer anc
wish.
LET US PRAY

We feel Thy spirit coming close, Lord ••• Your presence
touching us and lifting us. With hearts filled with gra:
we thank you for the coming of Yourself - in the child of Bethlehem.
He comes as a gift for which we are grateful.

Help us to receive th<

gift.

Help us to recognize His greatness and His g~v~ng. His disclosure oJ
Yourself in human terms. Help us to let His healing benediction bless om
lives. And give to each of us this second sight that our lives may be sa'
from sin and sadness, from emptiness and shwlloeness. Help us to see His
brightness even in the dim and difficult days in which He pass our lives.
In His spirit we now pray.

Amen

PASTORAL PRAYER:

November

i2.7, 1988

(Advent Season)

Lord, that we are alive,
that the ground is firm beneath our feet,
t~at rest can compensate for toil,
that food is plentifUl and delicious to the taste,
that earth might be fair and all her sons be blest,
Thy name be praisedl

Lord, we thank Thee for
for
for
for

friends who care 1
ways that open when doors seem shut,
tha reality of forgiveness - human and divine,
major purposes that make life's minor irritations
bearable,
for the assurance that more things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams.

We thank Thee for Thyself - the ground and source of every good - and
especially for thy love - that no resistance can dLminish, no need exhaust.
With all thy people in every corner of creation, we count it joy to praise
Thy name.
Lord, whose will it is that men should pray and not faint, hear us as we
pray for those who are finding life to be so hard. Make us sensitive to
those who feel pain, -·
know stress and strain and pressure, knowing
that it is a matter of grace and not merit that we ourselves are not there.
\'ie pray for ourselves, ashamed that we have done so little with so much,
yet struggling to offer Thee a more obedient service.

Give us keener self-understanding - as keen as we can bear
at one sitting, lest we think of ourselves more high~, or
lowly than we ought to think.
Give us a sense of what l.s truly important in life, lest we
squander our time and wasterour energy and money on the
tinsel of life.
rave us a due regard for our unity with all people lest we
think in SJI'Ia.ll patterns and forget that Thou art the Lord
of all earth, the Lord of all people.
We ask for ourselves the most meaningful Advent Season we have ever had.
Drive us to our Jmees. To the Book. To an awareness of sin.
To a careful searching of our virtues. To a serious examination of wards and terms so glib~ sung or spoken.
And grant, Lord, that when Christmas morning breaks for us this year, we ma,y
have something more to show for our 1111ch running about than tired feet,
wrapped presents, grumpy spirits, and regrets for cards not sent. All this
we ask in the spirit and name or Jesus, in whom we find the greatest
revelation of Thyself.

- 2 -

IV.

NEW MEMBERS / TWO WEEKS FROM TODAY

A.

New members to be received two weeks from today - December 11th.
Those interested in coming in closer and strengthening a tie
with us are invited to share word of this with me •••

B.

We have a number of people moving in this direction at this
time ••• may be more. The words of Wesley come to mind,
"If your heart is as my heart is, then
come - give me your hand ••• "

V•

C.

Hearts and hands are needed here in this parish as we do
the Lord's work at this busy corner of God's Kingdom.

n.

"Conversations in Memtmership" - Sunday evening, December
hth - next week •••• supPer, slides show, talks by several.
leaders of the Church.

OFFERING :
A.

VI.

Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive".
In this spirit, let us worship God with our morning offering.

FRIENDS FROM FORMER DAYS
A.

There are those Sun ays across the year ••• usually around a
holiday ••• vhen we have the joy ••• wonderful joy - of welcoming
dear friends from other days back to the Church. Today we have
the pleasure •• the joy of greeting
Larry Glenn: Denver, Colorrt.do ••• left us two years
ago and knowing he was going to be in to•-m even
ca.me early to sing in the choir. That's dedication.
Dee dee Anderson: Pasadena, Californib. ••• •vrent ·vEst
ln 19e1. .... ~.r~ Et.eppE:d Gut c:' a cc::.b hn·e ir frcr:t of
+J-:.c Chtn·ch ••• sevon years ••• how nice to get a hug and
warm greeting from former member, Dede.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

I.

GREETING

I

Sunday, November 27, 1988

VISITORS

A.

We take this opportunity to greet the visitors ••• hope that
we s,hall have opportunni ty to greet ••• more personal way •••
either at the door •••

B.

Be free in the sharing of your name.

Sign a guest book or
Join us ••• work with us •••

fill out a visitor card •••

c. You t-Jorship in a Church whose roots are deep ••• date back
to 1837. Neighborhood congregation •••• minister here in
the name of Christ ••• and it is in His loving spirit.
II.

PARISH CONCERNS
A.

Parish concerns are listed for you in bulletin ••• review them
"on your own" before departing.

B.

December approaches and like November, it will also be a busy
month.
1.

Meetings "in the works" Membership Committee, Thursday evening.
Trustees - Monday evening, December Sth.
Administrative,Council- Tuesday, the 6th
Education Committee - Thursday, the 8tp. ·
Outreach'Qommittee- Monday, the' 12th.

c.

Christmas announcements _E:nve lop~ I Chr ist~s decorations ••• in the
pews~ •• our gifts make possible,wreaths
'and trees and pointsettias.

.}

A<r.lult F,e+lowship. Carolling,- Sunday, the 11th.
Qhildren's pageant and Party - December 18th.
Handel's Messiah.~--December 20th.
-

III.

.;

~

'

-

J

FINANCIAL CANVASS
A.

Financial canvass is nearing completion. To date, we have
received ~ledges, totalling $ 100,820 •

.

t30

B. 'tie' d like to "wrap things up" on the canvass in the ne~t few
days ••• turn energies toward Christmas in the Church. 11'le still
have quite a few pledges to come in ••• if you haven't responded
yet, may we encourage you to take a moment to do it today.
tve 'd like to be up to 150 pledges by November 30th. Goal: 2LO
pledges and $ 130,000.

ADVENT SUNDAY:

November 27, 19RR

ADVENT SUNDAY

Today is Advent Sunday. It 1 s the Sunday that marks
the beginning of a new Church year - the first Sunday
of the Christian calendar.

·Advent Sunday is always very special ••• and that's why we've invited the boys and girls of our Sunday School to be with us down here for
a few moments. They're going to sing as well as help us light the first
candle on our Advent wreath.
It's a wonderful time of ~he year when touches of red and green
begin to appear in our sanctuary. It's that time of the year when we hang
our four red Advent banners. Remember, boys and girls, that there are
four Sundays in this Advent Season and each Sunday has a very special theme.
Today it is PEACE. Next Sunday it is HOPE.
on the fourth Sunday of Advent, it is LOVE.
PEACE. HOPE.
world ••• into our lives.

JOY.

LOVE.

Then JOY, and finally

This is what Jesus brings into our

ADVENT WREATH

For many centuries in Europe, this week before Advent
Sunday was a time when the fami~ would gather greens
from the surrounding countryside and make the Advent wreath. It's such
a lovely tradition and we've been observing this tradition for quite a
few years here in our Church.
I didn't get out to the countryside this week to gather greens,
but earlier this week I dim stop by a florist shop dawn the street and
make arrangements for our church to have a beautiful Advent wreath - with
four candles - for our church. And here it is. One of our members has
been doing this for us for 16 years. Her name - Krista Wolf ••• she grew up
in Germaqy and remembers how her Lutheran Church there observed this
tradition.
The wreath is here on the steps and each Sunday between now and
Christmas we shall pause at the beginning of our service and have a child
light a candle. Today we light the candle of PEACE. Obi Eheme is going
to do this for us. And then the children will sing for us. "Light the
Advent Candle" ••• to be sung first a.nd then the second number is 11 Let
There Be Peace on Earth".
MUSIC AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE OF PEACE
PRAYER

"Our hearts, 0 God, quietly echo the words we have heard sung
by the children •••• 'Let there be peace on earth, dear God,
and let it begin with each of us' ••• and now be with all of us as we begin to
make ready our church, our lives, our hearts for the coming of the Christ
Child. In His spirit we pray. Amen"

r-------------------
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"And all things •• owhatsoever you shall ask in prayer,
believing., ,you' shall receive. And as many as touched
Him were made wholel"
"Wait on the Lord. Be of good course and He shall
strengthen thine heart. For we dwell in the shelter of
tlhe Almighty. He is our refuge and our strength."
"We know that in everything, God works together for good
with those who love Him!"
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.
They shall mount up with wings as eagles. They shall run
and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint".
11

"God so love the world that He gave His only Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life".
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all His benefits:
who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy
diseases~.

"Thou wilt keep Him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee: because he trusteth in thee".

"In the name of Jesus Christ, I share with you the Good News:
We are forgiven 11 o
PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER

0 Thou, who hearest prayer, hear our prayers ••• for
others, as well as for ourselves. Touch with
healing, 0 God ••• Father of us all, those whom we mention in our prayers this hour:
1. Heidi Rabowsky

2.

Daisy Herrick

3.

Maude Barnett

L_,Elix. McCaddin, sister,5qf Carolyn Sharon, dau~ter of Michael,
/hll~am Erown, father of Bud.
Phylhs Lrardner, mother of Bob •
••• beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and
the broken hearted among us,,,and especially be close to
who in recent
days has lost a loved one. Abide among us as a healing benediction. Heal each of
us at the point of our deepest needo
1

Answer the upspoken prayers now offered to thee on the altars of our
hearts, spoken in the name and spirit of Jesus, who taught us to say when we pray ••• ,
For we ask all of this in the powerful name and lifting spirit of Jesus who taught
us to say when we prayo•o
11

0ur Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And _lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
Kingdom, and the Power and the glery, forever. Amen"

FIRST INTRODUCTION

The week of toil has ended. Our day of rest is at
hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour of
worship refresh our inner life. And may it renew in all of us a sense of
God's holy and abiding Presence.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
Remaining in ~ prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation •••• a time in which
we prepare ourselves expectantly ••• that the Spirit of the living God may be
made real to us in this hour of worship.
SECOND INTRODUCTION

In quietness, let each now pray as the heart may prompto
THIRD INTRODUCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter into
a time of silent meditation as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our faith declares to be the Source of all life and
love, all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.
FOURTH INTRODHCTION

Remaining in a prayerful spirit, let us enter now
into a time of silent meditation. In these moments,
let us ponder the pattern our lives have been weaving as we come into the
Presence of Him whom our Faith declares to be the Source of all life and love,
all peace and power, the Source of all hope and healing.
In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt.

MEDITATION

We rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus who said:

unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of
Me, for My yoke is easy and My burden is light".

'~Come

"Ask, and it will be given you. Seek and you will find.
Knock, and it will be open unto you."
"I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, but by Me. If you love Me, you will keep my commandments"
"For I tell you ••• do not be anxious about your life, what you
shall eat ••• or drink •• nor about yonr body, what you shall put
on. Is not life more than food? And the body more than
raiment."
"But seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness, and
all these things shall be yours as well."
"Fo:: I. am ~e::suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
prtnctpalttles, nor powers, nor things present. .to come nor height
nor depth, nor any other creature - shall be ab 1e to sepArate
'
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, Our lord."
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ADVENT SUNDAY

Today is Advent Sunday. It's the Sunday that marks
the beginning of a new Church year - the first Sunday
of the Christian calendar.

·Advent Sunday is always very special ••• and that's why we've invited the boys and girls of our Sunday School to be with us down here for
a few moments. They're going to sing as well as help us light the first
candle on our Advent wreath.
It's a wonderful time of ~he year when touches of red and green
begin to appear in our sanctuary. It's that time of the year when we hang
our four red Advent banners. Remember, boys and girls, that there are
four Sundays in this Advent Season and each Sunday has a very special theme.
Today it is PEACE. Next Sunday it is HOPE.
on the fourth Sunday of Advent, it is LOVE.
PEACE. HOPE.
world ••• into our lives.

JOY.

LOVE.

Then JoY, and finally

This is what Jesus brings into our

For ma~ centuries in Europe, this week before Advent
Sunday was a time when the fami~ would gather greens
from the surrounding countryside and make the Advent wreath. It's such
a lovely tradition and we've been observing this tradition for quite a
few years here in our Church.
ADVENT WREATH

I didn't get out to the countryside this week to gather greens,
but earlier this week I did atop by a florist shop down the street and
make arrangements for our church to have a beautiful Advent wreath - with
four candles - for our church. And here it is. One of our members has
been doing this for us for 16 years. Her name - Krista Wolr ••• she grew up
in Germaqy and remembers how her Lutheran Church there observed this
tradition.
The wreath is here on the steps and each Sunday between now and
Christmas we shall pause at the beginning of our service and have a child
light a candle. Today we light the candle of PEACE. Obi Eheme is going
to do this for us. And then the children will sing for us. "Light the
Advent Candle" ••• to be sung first a.nd then the second number is "Let
There Be Peace on Earth".
MUSIC AND LIGHTING OF THE CANDIE OF PEACE
PRAYER

"Our hearts, 0 God, Quietly echo the words we have heard sung
by the children •••• 'Let there be peace on earth, dear God,
and let it begin with each of us' ••• and now be with all of us as we begin to
make ready our church, our lives, our hearts for the coming of the Christ
Child. In His spirit we pray. Amen"

PASTORAL PRAYER:
Lord, that
that
that
that
that

November

27,

1988

(Advent Season)

we are alive,
the ground is firm beneath our feet,
rest can compensate for toil,
food is plentifUl and delicious to the taste,
earth might be fair and all her sons be blest,

Thy name be praisedt
Lord, we thank Thee for
for
for
for

friends who care,
ways that open when doors seem shut,
the reality or forgiveness - human and divine,
major purposes that make life's minor irritations
bearable,
for the assurance that more things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams.

We thank Thee for Thyself - the ground and source of every good - and
especially for thy love - that no resistance can diminish, no need exhaust.
With all thy people in every corner of creation, we count it joy to praise
Thy name.
Lord, whose will it is that men should pray and not faint, hear us as we
pray for those who are finding life to be so hard. Make us sensitive to
those who feel pain, :.
know stress and strain and pNJssure, knowing
that it is a matter or grace and not merit that we ourselves are not there.
h'e pray for ourselves, ashamed that we have done so little with so much,
yet struggling to offer Thee a more obedient service.
Give us keener self-understanding - as keen as we can bear
at one sitting, lest we think or ourselves more high~, or
lowly than we ought to think.
Give us a sense of what is truly important in life, lest we
squander our time and wasterour energy and money on the
tinsel or life.
rave us a due regard for our unity with all people lest we
think in small patterns and forget that Thou art the Lord
of all earth, the lord of all people.
We ask for ourselves the most meaningful Advent Season we have ever had.
Drive us to our Jmees. To the Book. To an awareness of sin.
To a carefUl searching of our virtues. To a serious examination of words and terms so glibly' sung or spoken.
And grant, Lord, that when Christmas morning breaks for us this year, we mq
have something more to show for our 1111ch running about than tired feet,
wrapped presents, grumpy spirits, and regrets for cards not sent. All this
we ask in the spirit and name of Jesus, in whom we find the greatest
revelation of Thyself.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

I.

II.

GREETING

I

VISITORS

A.

We take this opportunity to greet the visitors ••• hope that
we shall have opportunni ty to greet ••• more personal way •••
either at the door •••

B.

Be

C.

You t..rorship in a Church whose roots are deep ••• date back
to 1837. Neighborhood congregation •••• minister here in
the name of Christ ••• and it is in His loving spirit.

free in the sharing of your name. Sign a guest book or
fill out a visitor card ••• Join us ••• work with us •••

PARISH CONCERNS

A.

P~rish

B.

December approaches and like November, it 1.vill also
month.

concerns are listed for you in bulletin ••• review them
"on your ovm" before departing.

1.

be

a. busy

Meetings "in the vJOrks" Membership Committee, Thursday evening.
Trustees - Monday evening, December )th.
Administrative Council - Tuesday, the 6th
Education Committee - Thursday, the 8th.
Outreach Committee -Monday, the 12th.

C.

Christmas announcements Envelope I Christmas decorations ••• in the
pews ••• our gifts make possible wreaths
and trees and pointsettias.
Adult Fellowship Carolling - Sunday, the 11th.
Children's pageant and Party - December 18th.
Handel's Messiah -December 20th.

III.

FINANCIAL CANVASS
A.

Financial canvass is nearing completion.
received
pledges, totalling $

To date, we have

B.

We'd like to "wrap things up" on the canvass in the next few
days ••• turn energies toward Christmas in the Church. We still
have quite a few pledges to come in ••• if you haven't responded
yet, may we encourage you to take a moment to do it today.
tve 'd like to be up to 1)0 pledges by November 30th. Goal: 2L,o
pledges and $ 130,000.
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IV.

NEW MEMBERS / TWO WEEKS FROM TODAY
A.

New members to be received two weeks from today - December
Those interested in coming in closer and strengthening a t:
with us are invited to share word of this with me •••

B.

We have a number of people moving in this direction at
time ••• may be more. The words of Wesley come to mind,

thi~

"If your heart is as my heart is, then
come - give me your hand ••• "

V•

c.

Hearts and hands are needed here in this parish as we do
the Lord's work at this busy corner of God's Kingdom.

D.

"Conversations in Membmership" - Sunday evening, December
4th- next week •••• supper, slides show, talks by several
leaders of the Church.

OFFERING :
A.

Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive".
In this spirit, let us worship God with our morning offeri

ANTHEM:

"Deposuit"

"He hath put down the mighty from their
seats, and exalted them of low degree. He
hath filled the hungry with good things; and
the rich He hath sent empty away."
ANTHEM: . "Magnificat"
"My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For
He hath regarded the low estate of His handmaiden: for behold, from henceforth all
generations shall call me blessed. For He
that is mighty hath done to me great things;
and Holy is His name."

THE ADVENT WREATH
The Advent Wreath with its four red
candles is one of the traditions of the
Christmas Season. Our Adven~ Wreath - made
possible through the kindness of one of our
members - is on the chancel steps.
Today, on the First Sunday of Advent,
the children join us in lighting the first
candle - the candle of Peace.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER FUND
Those wishing to give to the fund for
Christmas decorations in the Church are invited to use the envelope in the pew.

ORGAN POSTLUDE

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"

The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - is played after the
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite
you to share in the beauty of it.

The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday
evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. New
friends are always welcome. George Leopold
is leader for the class. Come and share in
the study of Maxie Dunnam's book, The Workbook on Spiritual Disciplines.

FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15 pm in the
downstairs Choir Room.
SAVE THE DATE
The Oratorio Society of New York under
the direction Lyndon Woodside will present Handel's Messiah on Tuesday evening,
December 20th, at Carnegie Hall. Include
this performance as part of your Christmas.

ALDERSGATE CLASS
The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday
evening for Bible study in Fellowship Hall.
The class meets at 7:30 pm. New friends are
always most welcome.
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL TO MEET
The Administrative Council will hold an
important meeting on Tuesday evening, December 6th, at 7:30 pm in the Russell Room.

FINANCIAL CANVASS

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN

The 1989 Financial Canvass of our
Church now enters its fifth week. To date
126 pledges totalling $99,660 have been
gratefully received. Our 1989 goal is 240
pledges and $130,000.
If you have not yet responded with a
pledge of financial support, may we invite
you to do so today. Pledge cards are in
the pews. Copies of the 1989 budget are in
the narthex. As we come to the end of November, we'd like to "wrap up" the Canvass and
turn our energies toward getting our Church
ready for Christmas. Do help us, please.

New members will be received into the
Church on Sunday, December 11th. Persons
interested in strengthening a tie with the
Church at this time are invited to be in
touch with Mr. Clarke as soon as possible.
"Conversations in Membership" will be
held next Sunday evening, December 4th, at
6 pm in the Russell Room. Sponsored by the
Membership Committee, it's a good way to
learn more about the Church and the steps
that lead to membership in it. Plan to come
if you'd like to "come in closer" and be a
part of the good things that go on around
here.

PECANS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS
A NEW HYMNAL
Holiday pecans are still available at
the coffee hour. Bobbie Heron or Frank High
will be glad to receive your $5.50 for a
one pound bag.
It makes a nice holiday gift.
Christmas card orders are still being
taken by Lucy Dinnes at the coffee hour. See
the card selection on the table in the rear
of the Russell Room.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO MEET
The Membership Committee will meet on
Thursday eventng, December 1st, at 7:30 pm
in the downstairs Russell Room.

Gifts for the new hymnal of the United
Methodist Church are now being received. A
hymnal costs $10.50. It's a nice way to remember a loved one. There's an envelope in
the pews if you're tempted to respond.
TODAY, IF POSSIBLE
Work begins later today on the December
issue of our monthly news sheet. Lucy Dinnes, Editor, will be glad to receive your
announcements, personal notes and contributions at the coffee hour this morning.
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LAY READER

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 27, 1988
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

"Now Comes the Savior"
Bach
ORGAN
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 354 "O Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated)
Our heavenly Father, who didst cause light to
shine out of darkness in the advent of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, we humbly confess our transgressions
and implore Thy forgiveness. We are ashamed of
that within us which maketh neither for good will
to others nor for growth in goodness in our lives.
We beseech Thee that the spirit of Christ may be
born anew within us, and that we may glorify His
nativity with hearts of compassion, deeds of kindly
service, and the spirit of good will toward all
mankind, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE

"Deposuit"
John 1: 1 - 5
Acts 13: 6 - 12

Pergolesi
Page 922
Page 959

PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"Magnificat"
Pergolesi
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 360 "Come, ::Thou Long- Expected Jesus"
SE~ON
"Something Wants To Happen"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 359 "Hail to the Lord's Anointed"
BENEDICTION
ORGAN
"Fugue in B Minor"
Bach

***

ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are given in celebration of the life of Frederick Keller.
GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters today are Carl Condra and Ann Neal.
The ushers are Jacqueline Notestine, Ken Borgeson, Dee
Downing, Michael Hayes, Gary Klein, Michael Schaffield,
and John Siilims.
AN INVITATION

***
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE
A PRAYER AND CHRISTMAS MUSIC BY THE CHILDREN

***

We welcome Pamela J. Hubby to the lectern today. A
native of Syracuse, a graduate of St. Lawrence University,
Pam is Senior Vice President and Manager of the New York
office of the Citizens and Southern National Bank. Here
in the Church, Pam is Chairperson of the Worship Committ ee , a member of the Admi ni s t rative Counc il, an d the
Chancel Choir.

Interval for Ushering

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for
us today by Lillian Bates, Kavu Browne, Cary Danford,
Julie Hymen, Lousie O'Neill, Lita Reyno and Marianna
Thompson.
SUNDAY SCHOOL, NURSERY CARE AND AN ADULT BIBLE CLASS
Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor.
An Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. John Simms is serving as teacher
this Fall for the study of the Gospel of Matthew. Coffee
is available and all are welcome.

---
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SOMEI'HING WANTS TO HAPPEN"

INTRODUCTION

I should like to share with you some blank verse that has
been in my sermon file for several years. I don't think I
have ever used it before. The lines are entitled, "The Little Duck". The
author remains unknown, at least to me.
"Now we are going to look at something pretty special.
It is a duck, riding the ocean a hundred feet
beyond the surf.
No, it isn't a g~l.
A gull always has a raucous touch about him.
This is some sort of duck, and he cuddles
in the swells.
He isn't cold; and he is thinking things over.
There is a big heaving in the Atlantic.
And he is part of it.
He looks a bit like a mandarin, or my lord buddha
meditating under the Bo tree.
But he has hardly enough above the eyes to be a
philosopher.
'
He has poise, however, which is what philosophers
must have.
He can rest while the Atlantic heaves,
because he is in the Atlantic.
Probably he doesn't know how large the ocean is.
And neither do you.
But he realizes it.
And what does he do, I ask you? He sits down in it.
He reposes in the immediate as if it were
infinity - which it is.
That is religion, and the duck has it!
He has made himself part of the boundless,
by easing himself into it just where it
touches him.
The people of the Middle ages were more like the
duck than we are.
They took life as it presented itself and ran it
up in spires of Gothic.
They crossed few oceans, but they floated on the
sea of time.
And a cat is more like this duck than we are.
We can radio to the moon and get back a pip for
an ans.-ver.
But a cat can make a hearthrug a haven in the infinite.
Or launch four kittens into life in a cracker box
by the furnace.
Purring with pride because she has tuned in on cosmic waves.
I like the little duck.
He doesn't knov1 much, but he has religion. If
Now, not for a minute, would I dare suggest that this view of religion is
complete or altogether accurate. From a Christian standpoint it leaves much
to be desired. Yet, I think it is both fair and timely to say that what
separates the religious man from the irreligious man is his belief that an energy

------
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other than his own is operating in this world which is our home.
There have been times in the history of the human family when people were
too conscious of God's activity, and too indifferent to their own. In our day,
thanks to the mixed blessings of secularization, we tend to be too conscious
of our activity and too indifferent to God's activity in life.
~ are preparing to enter
ADVENT
The Season of Advent into which we ~' todaf affords us with an
opportunity to set matters right. The Church year begins with Advent. For had Jesus as the Christ im:1i not come, there would be no Church as
we know it. Advent is essentially God's activity. Human instrumentalities
were involved, to be sure, hht the flow of Advent was God-to-man, and not manto-God. Man could yearn and watch and pray and hope and work, but in so
doing he was only shaping his life around a prior initiative that had its
source in God.
11

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God 11
(John 1: 1, 2)

Something wants to happen. This is the Advent frame of mind, and the
person of faith always knovJ'S that his is not to make it happen, but to let it
hapPen.
I think we need to look more closely at this distinction between making 'it
happen and letting it happen. Preaching is always a heavy and serious responsibility, and I know few men or woman who apprihach their pulpits on a Sunday
morning with a carefree heart. Preaching in this Church is not an activity
that one performs casually. I recall one Sunday a number of years ago pacing
nervously in the narthex prior to a service. It was the Sunday before Christmas
and one of the ushers must have noticed that I was somewhat apprehensive and
tense, more so than usual. He stepped over to my side, put a hand on m;r
shoulder and quietly said, 11 Preacher •••• (rrw friend was from Texas) ••• preacher,
let it happen".
The processional hymn that Sunday was lost on me because those words took
hold. I understood them to mean that something was already there on the scene
that t-ras vranting to be released. Let it be released. There was already a
power waiting to break through. It is not your responsibility to create the
substance, but to develop the inspiration, perform the action, to allow God
to work through you by being sufficiently open.
When preachers are on good terms with their sources they know that the
power is not of them, but through them - just as all good doctors know that they
only dress the wound, but that it is God who does the healing!
SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN THE WORlD

Something wants to happen.
Something wants to happen in the

world.
The Season of Advent reminds us that God has a purpose for the world,
that He does not stand in opposition to His ~reation, nor is He passive before
His creation. He has a purpose for us and for the world. God did not say of
earth, "This is a nice place to visit, but I wouldn't want to live here". He

- 3 has chosen to tabernacle among us.
There is a striking verse in the Book of Acts that caught my eye this
week. It's the lOth verse of the 13th chapter. On the island of Cyprus at a
place called Paphos, Paul encounters a false prophet by the name of Bar-Jesus.
This man is all mixed up in sorcery and magic. Instead of trying to negotiate
with this maverick, Paul meets him head on and says:
"You are a son of the devil; you are an enemy of all
righteousness; you are full of all deceit and villainy".
He then continues, 111.Yill you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the
Lord". In other words Paul believed that a way was already there and that it
was our responsib.ility to keep that way open and to guard it against perversion.
It is not our task to make it be; rather it is our task to let it be!
The forces of God in this world are somewhat weary right now, and not
without reason. We suffer from a crisis of the spirit, from a certain amount
of battle fatigue. We have in our minds and hearts images of cities in decay,
images of continuing conflicts between the peoples of earth, images of a
breakdown and decline in things like trust and integrity in society. Perhaps
part of our trouble is that 1-.re have forgotten that God is still alive and at
work in our world. At times we are obsessed with the nation that we must
make it all happen. We need a rebirth of faith in the God who makes it happen,
and an awareness that our role is to let it happen through us.
Advent comes and we are reminded that it is not ahra.ys ours to make it
happen, but rather to let it happen.
"We do not have to make the sun We have only to raise the shade.
We do not have to build the dam and gather water,
We have only to open the gates and let
it surge.
1rJe do not have to create the judging, saving word We have only to receive it and pass it on.
We do not have to come up with a pu~pose worthy of
our striving.
We have only to allow God's forward,
moving Spirit to direct our stops and starts."
SDMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN YOU

Something wants to happen - in the world.
Something also wants to happen - in you.

You may have given up on yourself, but remember this - God hasn't. This
is also a part of the ~ message. Some have been at this Christianity for
a long, long time - plugging away. The victories are few and far between. We
have discovered that, as in football, the early yardage was easy, but once
inside the final 20, the yardage is tough to come by. We feel at times strapped
with the same old prejudices, the same tired grooves of thought, the same
weaknesses of character, the same predictable faults and limitations.

- 4You can't make yourself a Christian, but God can! Our responsibility is
to let God's spirit operate within us. The Gospel is not another exhortation
to try harder. In a sense, one can be a Christian without really trying. In
other words, there is an energy that wishes to take over our life - to heal
its wounds, to make it straight, strong and well. This, I believe, is what
Paul had in mind when he wrote to the Ephesians and spoke of God, saying:
"Who by the power at work within us is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we might ask or think."
Artists and philosphers are often aware of being encroached or invaded from
without. Now often does the artist say, "It ca'lle to me ••• •" Who came? This
something that wanted to happen. How often does a student look up and say,
nit suddenly hit me as I was sitting there" - as though from without an energy
or an idea had captured his mind and put thonggbs into his pen.
I think the Christian interpretation of life is somewhat misunderstood
if we see it merely as a statement of religious ideals and purposes. It is
basically redemptive and only incidently instructive. It tells of a God who
can make us what He wants us to be. Our responsibility is not to make it
happen, but to let it happen. About all that we can do is to remove the
hinderances and clear the encumbrances and assume the posture so that ~hat
which wants to happen can happent
Some time ago I came upon a meaningful statement of personal testimony
given by Sister Damien Flood, Associate Professor of Theology at Springfield
College in Illinois. In a reminiscing mood, she wrote these lines:
"If I had my life to live over I'd try to make more mistakes.
I would relax. I would limber up. I would be sillier than
I have been this trip. I know of very few things I would
take seriously. I would be crazier. I would be less hygmenic.
I would take more chances. I would take more trips. I would
climb more mountains, swim more rivers, watch more sunsets.
I would burn more gasoline, eat more ice cream. I'd have more
actual problems and fewer imaginary ones.
You see I'm one of those persons who live prophylactically sensibly, sanely day after day. Oh, I have had my moments
and if I had to do it over again, I've had more of them. In fact,
I'd have nothing else, just moments, one after another instead
of living so many years ahead of each day. I have been one
of those people who doesn't go aJlY1'rhere without a thermometer, a
hot water bottle, a rain coat, and a parachute. (Don't you love
it ••• she sounds familiar) If I had to do it over again, I
would go places and do things and travel lighter. I'd ride
more merry-go-gounds and pick more daisies."
CLOSING

Something wants to happen in this world - something wants to happen
in you and in me. Let's let it happen. Something happened in
Galilee long ago. Advent is the season in which we prepare to celebrate that
happening$ Let us remember that it can happen again - in our lives, in our
world. Here. Now.
Back to that little duck with which
said of that duck:

~rre

started this sermon.

The writer

- 5-

"He reposes in the immediate as if it were infinity which
it is.
That is religion.
And the duck has it.
He has made himself part of the boundless by easing himself
:i,.nto it ••• just where it touches him".
And may it touch us, too, in these days of Advent before us. This is
our wish. Our prayer. Let us pray for it to happen here in our lives.
LET US PRAY

We feel thy spirit coming close, Lord. We feel Your
presence touching us. With hearts filled with gratitude, we
thank you for the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ, into our world, and into
our lives.
He comes as a gift for which we are grateful. Help us to recaive that
gift. Help us to recognize His greatness, His uniqueness, His disclosure of
Yourself in human terms. Help us to let His healing benediction bless our
lives. Give us this second sight, 0 God, that our lives may be saved from
sin, from shallowness, from emptiness, from fear. Help us to see His brightness
even in the dim and difficult days in which we pass our lives.
Amen.

"SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN 11
INTRODUCTION

I should like to share with you some blank verse that I have
carried in my sermon file for several years and never used before. The lines are entitled, "The Little Duck". The author remains unknown,
at least to me.
"Now we are going to look at something pretty special.
It is a duck, riding the ocean a hundred feet beyond
the surf.
No, it isn't a gull.
A gull always has a raucous touch about him.
This is some sort of duck, and he cuddles in
the swells.
He isn't cold; and he is thinking things over.
There is a big heaving in the Atlantic.
And he is part of it.
He looks a bit like a mandarin, or my lord buddha
meditating under the Bo tree.
But he has hardly enough above the eyes to be
a philosopher.
He has poise, however, which is what philosophers
_ must have.
He can rest wh'ile the Atlantic heaves,
because he is in the Atlantic.
Probably he doesn 1 t know hovr large the ocean is.
And neither do you.
But he realizes it.
And what does he do, I ask you? He sits down in it.
He reposes in the immediate as if it were
infinity - which it is.
That is religion, and the duck has it.
He has made himself part of the boundless,
by easing himself into it just 1vhere it
touches him.
The people of the Middle Ages were more like the
duck than we are.
They took life as it presented itself and run it
up in spires of Gothic.
They crossed few oceans, but they floated on the
sea of time.
And a cat is more like this duck than we are.
We can radio to the moon and get back a pip for
an answer.
But a cam can make a hearthrug a haven in the infinite.
Or launch four kittens into life in a cracker box
by the furnace.
Purring with pride because she has tuned in on cosmic waves.
I like the little duck.
He doesn't know much, but he has religion".
Not for a minute would I suggest that this viev1 of religion is complete or
altogether accurate. From a Christian standpoint it leaves much to be desired.
Yet, I think it is both fair and timely to say that what separates the religious
man from the irreligious man is his belief that an energy other than his own is
operative in the world.

- 2 -

There have been times in the history of the human family when men and
-vwmen were too conscious of God's activity, and too indifferent to their own.
In our day, thanks to the mixed blessings of secularization, we - I believe - are
too conscious of our activity and too indifferent to God's activity.
ADVENT

The Season of Advent into which we enter today affords us with an
opportunity to set matters right. The Church year begins with Advent.
For had Jesus as the Christ not come, there would be no church as we know it. Advent is essentially God's activity. Human instrumentalities were involved, to be
sure, but the flow of Advent was God-ta-man, and not man-to-God. Man could yearn
and watch and pray and hope and work, but in so doing he was only shaping his life
around a prior initiative that had its source in God.
Something wants to happen! This is the Advent frame of mind, and the person
of faith always knows that his is not to make it happen, but to let it happen.
I think we need to look more closely at this distinction between making it
happen and letting it happen. Preaching is always a heavy and serious responsibility, and I know few men who approach their pulpits on a Sunday morning with
a carefree heart. Preaching in this church is not an activity that one performs
casually. I recall one Sunday a few years ago pacing nervously in the narthex
prior to a service. It was the Sunday before Christmas and one of our ushers
must have noticed that I was more apprehensive than usual. He stepped over to my
side, put a hand on my shoulder and quietly said, ~.. _.l ••• :'let it happen".
(Preacher~·•• (my friend was from Texas)
The processional hymn that Sunday morning was lost on me because those words
took hold. I understood them to mean that something was already there that wanted
to be released. Let it be released. There was already a power on the scene. It
is not your responsibility to create the substancel,ubu.t to develop the inspiration
and perform the action. Your job is to be sufficiently open to allow God to work
through you.
When preachers are on good terms with their sources they know that the power
is not of them, but through them - just as all good doctors know that they only
dress the wound, but that it is God who does the healing!
SO~JETHING

WANTS TO HAPPEN IN THE WORlD

This Season of Advent reminds
He does not stand in opposition to
creation. He has a purpose for us
"It's a nice place to visit, but I
to tabernacle among us.

Something wants to happen. Something
wants to happen in the world.

us that God has a purpose for the world, that
His creation, nor is He passive before His
and for the world. God did not say of earth,
wouldn't want to live there". He has chosen

There is a striking verse in the Book of Acts that caught my eye a while
ago. It's the lOth verse of the 13th chapter. On the island of Cyprus at a
place called Paphos, Paul encounters a false prophet by the name of Bar-Jesus.
This man is all mixed up in sorcery and magic. Instead of trying to negotiate
with this maverick, Paul meets him head on and says,
"You are a son of the devil; you are an enemy of
all righteousness; you are full of all deceit and
villainy".
He then continues, "Will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the J!,ord"

- 3 Paul believes that a way was already there and that it was our responsibility to
keep that way open and guard it against perversion. It is not our task to make
it be. Rather it is our task to let it be!
The forces of God in this world are somewhat 1.-Jeary right now, and not without
reason. ~ve suffer from a crisis of the spirit, from a certain amount of battle
fatigue. We have in our minds and hearts images of cities in decay, images of
continuing conflicts and wars between and among the people of the earth, images
of a breakdown and decl'ine in th'ings Uke trust and integrity 'in society. Perhaps
part of our trouble - if we are prone to this vJ"eariness - is that we have forgotten
that God is still al'ive and at work in our world. I think at times that we are
obsessed with the notion that we must make it all happen. lrJe need desperately a
rebirth of faith in the God who makes it happen, and an awareness that our role
is to let it happen if it will through usl
I think of the young men and women who gave an entire Summer to Eugene
McCarthy a few years ago and then checked out of politics and life in the United
States because nothing came loose. hlhat is one whole Summer over thousands of
years of history?
Let's be clear then as Christian believers about 01IT role and see ourselves
as we ought to in light of our faith. There have been periods when people
assumed too little responsibility for life around them; 1'1\Y judgement is that we
tend to assume too much responsibility. It is not always ours to make it happen,
but rather to let it happen.
"We do not have to make the sun \ve have only to raise the shltde.
!rJe do not have to build the dam and gather the water,
We have only to open the gates and let it surge.
vJe do not have to create the judging, saving word We have only to receive it and pass it on.
We do not have to come up with a purpose worthy of our
striving We have only to allm.v God 1 s fon·Jard, mov'ing Spirit
to direct our stoppsaadJstarts".
SOMETHING WANTS TO HAPPEN IN YOU

Something wants to happen - in the world, and
also something wants to happen in you.

You may have given up on yourself, but remember this - God hasn't. This is
also part of the Advent message. Some have been at this Christianity for a long,
long time ••• plugging away. The victories are few and far between. We have discovered that, as in football, the early yardage was easy, but once inside the
final 20, the yardage is tough to come by. vve feel at times strapped with the
same old prejudices, the same tired groovers of thought, the same weaknesses of
character, the same predictable faults and l'imitations.
You can't make yourself a Christian, but God canl Our responsibility is to
let's God's spirit operate w'ithin us. The Gospel is not another exhortation to try
harder. In a sense, one can be a Christian without really trying. In other words,
there is an energy that wishes to take over our life - heal its wounds, make it
strong, straight and well. This is what Paul, I believe, had in mind when he wrote
to the Ephesians and spoke of God, say·ing:
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\IJho by the power at 1-mrk within us is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we might ask or tqink".

_,.~.. /' nM rfr t'L
Artists and philosophers are often aware of being encroached from without. How
often does the artist say, "It came to me". Who came? This something that wanted
to happen. How often does a student look up and say, 11 It suddenly hit me 11 - as
though from without an energy had captured his mind and put thoughts into his
pen.

I believe the Christian interpretation of life is somewhat misunderstood if
we see it merely as a statement of religious ideals and purposes. It is basically
redemptive and only incidently instructive. It tells of a God who ca.n make us
what He liiTants us to be. Our responsibility is not to make it happen, but to let
it happen. About all t',at liiTe can do is to remove the hindrances and clear the
encumbrances and assume the posture so that that which wants to happen can
happen.
A while ago I came upon a meaningful statement of personal testimony given
by Sister Damien Flood, Associate Professor of Theology at Springfield College
in Illinois. In a reminiscing mood, she wrote:
"If I had my life to live over I'd try to make more mistakes.
I would relax. I would limber up. I would be sillier than
I have been this trip. I know of very few things I would
take seriously. I would be crazier. I would be less hygaenic.
I would take more chances. I would take more trips. I would
climb more mountains, swim more rivers, 1rmtch more suasets. I
would burn more gasoline, eat more ice cream. I'd have more
actual problems and fewer imaginary ones.
You see I 1 m one of those persons who live prophylactically,
sensibly, sanely day after day. Oh, I have had mw moments and
if I had to do it over again, I'd have more of them. In fact,
I'd have nothing else, just moments, one after another instead
of living so many years ahead of each day. I have been one of
those people who doesn't go anywhere without a therometer, a
hot water bottle, a rain coat, and a parachute. If I had to do
i t over again, I would go places and do things and travel
lighter. I'd ride more merry-go-rounds and pck more daisies.,"
Something wants to happen in this world.
Let it happen. Something happened long ago in
which we prepare to celebrate that happening.
can happen again - in our lives, in our world.
which vre started this sermon:

Something
Galilee.
And as 1ve
Remember

wants to happen in you.
Advent is the season in
do, let us remember, it
the little duck with

"He reposes in the immediate as if it were infinity which
it is - that is religion.
And the duck has it.
He has made himself part of the boundless by easing himself into it ••• just "'rhere it touches him11 •
May it touch us, too, in the coming days.

PRAYER

This is our Advent wish and prayer.

0 God, we thank thee for the coming of thy Son, Jesus Christ, into
our world, into our lives. He comes as a gift for which we are thank-

-

----------·~---~~~----

------ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

thankful.
Open our eyes to Him who is already among us, as thy spirit at work in our
world, and who will come again into our midst on Christmas. Help us to see His
brightness and radiance, even in the dim and difficult days in which we pass our
lives.
Help us to recognize His greatness and to let His healing benediction bless
our individual lives.
Give us this second sight, 0 God, that our lives may be saved from emptiness
and shallowness.
May the bread and wine open our eyes to the presence of Christ among us this
hour. Bind us more cleaely to each other and to Him and lift up our hearts and
minds to thee, that we may go out renewed in body and soul, fed, nourished and made
new.
Amen

