
"SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK" 

INTRODUCTION One of the great hymns of Advent is that beautiful and haunting 
12th Century hynm that we sang earlier in the service, 11 0 Come, 

0 Come, Emmanuel". It's a favorite hymn for many of us and.it's always sung with 
great feeling for it's expressing one of the deepest longings of the human heart 
that Jesus should come into our lives and heal the hurts and the wounds that are 
there. 

But when Jesus came long ago He was not always received with enthusiasm and 
welcomed with warmth and tenderness. Remember that line from the Scriptures that 
Handel set to music in the Messiah- "He was despised and rejected of men". And 
then, too, there was that time in Nazareth when so many of the townfolk who had 
known Him from His early years came together and drove Him out of the city. "He 
came unto His own and His own received Him not." 

DEVEL00?•1ENT Today's reading from the Scripture tells of a similar incident 
when the Gerasenes begged Him to leave their neighborhood. Go 

away. Depart from us. 

Let's stay with that incident for a few moments and review it carefully. 
Why did the Gerasenes beg Him to leave, to go away. What on earth had He done 
to bring forth such a reaction on the part of people. We read that He had cured 
a sick mind; He had cured a demon-possessed man, but had done so at the cost to 
the local swineherds of their pigs - about 2,000 of them. And those men lost no 
time in telling of this disaster to the rest of the community. 

Now the crowd that assembled saw Jesus sitting there with the man who had 
been healed. He was now quiet, in his right mind. But the onlookers were 
seized with great discomfort and a superstitious dread. The whole thing was 
uncanny to them and frightening. They began to feel uneasy; they felt they were 
in the presence of One who would be a disturber, an upsetter of familiar and 
established ways. It just might prove dangerous to have this man in their 
midst. No telling what He might do next. They were upset over the loss of the 
pigs suffered by the swineherds. 

Some might go so far as to say that they preferred insanity to sanity if 
they could preserve the status-quo and safeguard their property and their 
profits. After all, what was one demented man compared with two thousand pigs. 
And so we finally come to that sad line in the Gospel account, "They began to 
beg Jesus to depart from their neighborhood". And what a line it is. "Go away 
from us, Jesus" "Leave us alone". How many times in history has that line 
been spoken. 

SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK vli th heart and voice we join in singing, "0 Came, 
0 Come, Emmanuel". But do we really meant it? 

Suppose He did come back. What kind a reception would we give Him - we who 
bear His name, and hang crosses around our necks? Would we, like the Gerasenes, 
soon be begging Him to depart from our neighborhoods? 

I was at a meeting this past week where a colleague from a neighboring 
church told of the efforts of his congregation to provide an evening meal for 
twenty homeless women of our city streets. He spoke of the protests of the 
people of the street and the block where the entrance was located to the Church 
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through which these twenty homeless women would enter. The block association 
protested, saying, "We don't want them coming down our block ••• and into the 
church through that entrance •••• take them around the corner". An act of kind
ness and charity being offered 11 in the name of Christ" by a Church in this 
neighb~rh~od and people protesting. Suppose He did come back? 

Betrand Russell once told people what he thought would happen if Jesus 
were to come back. Said he, 

"Though all the Western nations profess admiration for 
Jesus, He would be suspect to Scotland Yard if He lived 
now ••• and would be refused American citizenship on 
account of His unwillingness to bear arms." 

And somebody once asked Thomas Carlyle what he thought would happen, and he 
responded with this observation: 

"If Jesus Christ were to come back people would not even 
crucify Him. They would ask Him to dinner, and hear what 
He had to say, and then probably make fun of it •••• " 

What do you think would happen, if He were to come back and walk the city 
streets. Where would He find warmth and acceptance. 

C. E. Montague in one of his books tells the story of a young boy going to 
Church for the first time and hearing the story of Jesus. As told by the 
preacher, it was about a brave and kind man ferociously hurt a long time ago, 
but who was still being crucified because He desired people to be better and to 
love one another and to obey God. 

And when they did not, He was crucified anew. The boy wept as he sat in 
the pew, but no one else seemed disturbed. And when the preacher had finished, 
the people rose, sang a hymn and then, instead of rushing out to do something 
about this Man who was in pain, stopped and talked and walked away as if 
nothing had happened and as if nothing had to be done. Later on when the boy 
asked His mother about it, she said: 

"We really mustn't take the minister too 
seriously, or people would think us odd•" 

WHAT WOULD HE DO? As Christmas approaches each year, there's apt to be a 
great deal of sentimentality. We enjoy it and look forward 

to it. A warm feeling begins to flow through our common life and all oft his 
is to the good. However, it needs to be balanced with a bit of realism, too. 
I'm all for adoring the baby Jesus at this time if we're willing to remember 
that this child grew up to manhood and made high demands on people. Are we 
willing to follow Him when He's staking the road to the cross. 

I believe that if Jesus were to come back openly and visibly, the reception 
given Him would vary from person to person, just as it did back there in Galilee. 
On the one hand, there would be the same tenderness of old, the same compassrion 
that reached out and embraced all people, the same understanding that knew no 
limits, that same love that went all the way. 

But, for all that, He would not mince words. The truth would be spoken - in 
love ••• plainly and it could hurt. 



Some might find Him to be an upsetting and disturbing person. And the chances 
are that He would annoy, afflict, shock and startle many consciences. Before long, 
He would be giving offense. There would be criticism. There would be the rising 
tide of opposition and finally enemies - for there would be situations, customs, 
social wrongs, vested interests before which the Prince of Peace would not remain 
silent. And soon He would be asked to leave and if He did not go away, history 
v1ould repeat itself and He would be removed - one way or another. 

OU!i. L>lORLD Like the demon-possessed man whom Jesus healed that day long ago, 
our world is a demon " possessed world, and a world that can do with 

the kind of healing that Jesus offers. Yes, He can heal it, too, if only we will 
give Him the chance. He can heal us, too, if we turn to Him. 

Advent comes. It's a wonderful time of the year. It brings peace. It 
brings hope. Joy. Love • Judgement and hope intermingle and intertwine as we 
prepare ourselves for the birthday of our Lord, Jesus Christ. He is the Saviour 
of the world. We s ng and we talk of His coming again - to us, in us, through 
us to others. 

He comes to judge. And in so doing He is calling us back to Himself. Some 
there are who need to hear Him and turn back to Him. Perhaps you're one of them. 
But His coming always brings that little ray of hope - that hope that His spirit 
may yet come .in fullness, in all of its glory, into our hearts and make them 
pure, into our homes and make them holy. Heal us, Lord Jesus. Heal us of our 
madness. Cure os of our selfishness. Heal us. Make us whole. 

And so we sing with hope in our hearts, knowing that in Him we see mankind's 
highest hope and its deepest meaning .... brushing up against Eternal Truth. 

"0 come, desire of nations ••• bind all peoples in 
one heart and mind. 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease. Fill the 
whole world 1vi th heaven' s peace • 

Rejoice. Rejoice. Emmanuel shall came to thee, 
of Israel." 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness and Your presence, 0 God, in these 
moments of our worship. We thank you for the coming of Your Son, 

,Jesus, into our world •••• into our lives. He comes as a gift for which we are 
joyfully thankful. 

Help us in these coming days of Christmas to prepare ourselves for that 
Second Coming when He comes looking and searching for the fruits of the Spirit. 
For He is calling each of us this hour to a deepened commitment to rise up and 
to follow Him •••• all the way. 

We follo1r1 so easily when He asks for so little from us. Give us the courage 
to folloow Him when He asks for much. We ask this in the name and spirit of 
Jesus - Lord, Judge, Friend and Saviour. Amen. 



"SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK" 

INTRODUCTION One of the great hymns of this Advent Season is that 12th Cen-
tury hymn that we sang earlier in the service, 110 Come, 0 Come, 

Emmanuel". It's a favorite hymn for many of us and it's always sung with great 
feeling for it's expressing one of the deepest longings of the human heart -
that Jesus should come into our lives and heal the hurts and the wounds that are 
there. 

DEVELOPMENT But when Jesus came long ago He was not always received with 
enthusiasm and welcomed with warmth and tenderness. Remember 

the line from the Scriptures that Handel set to music in the Messiah - "He was 
despised and rejected of men". For instance, there was that time in Nazareth 
when so many of those who had known Him from earlier years came together and 
drove Him out of town. "He came unto His own and His own received Him not." 

Today 1 s reading from the scripture tells of a similar incident when the 
Gerasenes begged Him to leave their neighborhood. Go away. Depart from us. 

Let's stay with that incident for a moment and examine it more carefully. 
Why did the Gerasenes beg Him to leave, to go away. What on earth had He done 
to bring forth such a reaction on the part of people. He had cured a sick mind. 
He had cured a demon-possessed man, but had done so at the cost to the local 
swineherds of their pigs, about two thousand of them. And those men lost no 
time in telling of this disaster to the rest of the community. 

The crowd that assembled saw Jesus sitting there with the man who had been 
healed. He was now quiet, in his right mind. But the onlookers w·ere s1mlzed 
with a superstitious dread. The whole thing was uncanny to them and frightening. 
They began to feel uncomfortable; they felt they were in the presence of One who 
would be a disturber, an upsetter of familiar and established ways. It might 
prove to be dangerous to have Him in their midst. They were upset over the loss 
of pigs suffered by the swineherds. 

They preferred insanity to sanity if they could preserve the status-quo 
and safe guard their property, their profits. After all, what was one 
demented man compared with two thousand pigs? And so we come to that line in 
the Gospel, "They began to beg Jesus to depart from their neighborhood." And 
what a line it is. Go away. Leave us alone • How many times in history has 
this line been repeated? 

SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK \nJith heart and voice we join in singing, 11 0 Come, 
0 Come, Emmanuel?" But do we really mean it? To 

come directly to the point: suppose He did come back. What kind a reception 
would we give H·im - we who bear His name? Would we, like the Gerasenes, soon 
be begging Him to depart from our neighborhood? 

Betrana Russell once told people what he thought would happen if Jesus were 
to come back. Said he, 

"Though all the '#estern nations profess admiration 
for Jesus, He would be suspect to Scotland Yard if 
He lived now, and would be refused American citizen
ship on account of His unwill~ngness to bear arms. 11 

And somebody once asked Thomas Carlyle what he thought would happen, and 
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he responded with this observation: 

"If Jesus Christ were to come back people would not 
even crucify Him. They would ask Him to dinner, and 
hear what He had to say, and then probably make fun 
of it." 

C. E. Montague in one of his books has an account of a young boy going to 
Church for the first time and heaing the story of Jesus. As told by the preacher, 
it was about a brave and kind man ferociously hurt a long time ago, but who was 
still being crucified because He desired people to be better and to love one 
another and to obey God. 

And when they did not, He was crucified anew. The boy wept as he sat in 
the pew, but no one else seemed disturbed. When the preacher had finished, the 
people rose and sang a hymn. Then, instead of rushing out to do something about 
this Man who was in pain - they stopped to talk and walked away as if nothing 
had happened and as if nothing had to be done. Later on when the boy asked His 
mother about it, she said: 

"We must not take the minister too seriously, or 
people would think us odd." sentimentality 

vmAT WOULD HE DO? As Christmas approaches each year, there is apt to be a 
great deal of 8@KII5:i!IJQiil:t ~~. 1rle enjoy it and look for-

ward to it. A warm feeling begins to flow through our common life and all of 
this is to the good. Hmvever, it needs to be balanced with some realism, too. 
I'm all for adoring the infant Jesus at this time if we're willing to follow Him 
as Lord at other times of the year. But are we? 

I believe that if Jesus were to come back openly and visibly, the reception 
given Him would vary from person to person, just as it did back there in Galilee. 
On the one hand, there would be the same tenderness of old, the same compassion 
that reached out and embraced all people, the same understanding that knew no 
limits, the same love that 1~ent all the way. 

But - for all that - He would not mince words. The truth would be spoken 
plainly, and it could hurt. 

Some might find Him to be an upsetting and disturbing person. Chances are 
He would startle, shock and annoy and afflict many consciences. Before long, 
He would be giving offense. There would be criticism, the rising tide of 
opposition, finally enemies - for there would be situation, customs, social 
wrongs, vested interests before which He would not remain silent. Soon He would 
be asked to le~ve and if He did not go away, history would repeat itself and 
He would be removed - one way or another. 

OUR WORLD Like the demon-possessed man whom Jesus healed, our world is a 
demon-possessed world. And a world that Jesus can heal, too, if 

only we will give Him the chance. 

n 
\tJe who bear His name are lax when it comes to living up to those demands 

He places upon us. Our commitment is apt to be a casual commitrent. We become 
/ agitated and uncomfortable if our Church asks for a greater commitment, a 

higher demand. We don't like it. Hany of us like it the way it is. 
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ADVENT COMES Advent comes. Yes, it brings peace, hope, joy and love. 
Judgement and hope intermingle and intertwine as we prepare 

ourselves in Advent for the birth of our Lord, the Savior of the world. Yes, 
we sing and we talk of His coming again - to us, in us, through us to others. 

He comes to judge and in so doing He calls us back to Himself. But His 
coming also brings that little ray of hope - that hope that His spirit may 
yet come in fullness, that it may come in all of its glory into our hearts, 
into our lives, our homes, our society, our world - and in so doing heal us -
heal us of our hurts, our wounds, our quarrels, our antagonisms. 

And so we sing this day: 

PRAYER 

11 0 come, desiresof nations, bind all peoples in one 
heart and mind. 

Bid emry, strife and quarrels cease. Fill the 
whole world with heavens peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanual shall come to thee, 
0 israel." 

Father God, we ask for ourselves the most meaningful Advent we 
have ever had in our lives. 

Drive us to our knees. 
to the Book that contains Your Word for us. 
to an awareness of our selfishness, our sin. 
to a careful searching of our virtues. 
to a serious examination of words and terms so glibly 

sung or spoken. 

Grant, 0 God, that when Christmas morning breaks for us this year, we may 
have something more to show for our much running about then -

tired feet, 
wrapped presents, 
grumpy spirits, 
empty poc~etbooks, 
and regrets for cards, 

undone. 

unwritten, 
notes and acts of kindness left 

Help us, Lord, to simply our lives that we be not so concerned with the 
glitter and tinsel of these coming days that we miss the real thfugg. Open our 
eyes to Him who is already among us, and who will come again into our midst 
this Christmas that we may see His brightness even in dim surroundings, and 
recognize His greatness even in our weakness. 

Even Jesus Christ, our Lord - in whom we see life's highest hopes and 
its dee est meanings. In His name we pray. 
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11 SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK" 

INTRODUCTION To me, one of the great hymns of this Advent Season into which we 
enter today is that 12th century hymn that we sang earlier in the 

service, 11 0 Come, 0 Come, Emmanuel". It's a favorite hymn for many of us, and it's 
always sung with great feeling for it is expressing one of the deepest longings of 
the human heart - that Jesus should come into our lives and heal the wounds, the 
hurts that are there. 

DEVELOPMENT But when Jesus came long ago He was not always received with 
enthusiasm and welcomed with warmth and tenderness. Remember the 

line from the Scriptures that Handel set to music in the Messiah - "He was despised 
and rejected of men". There was, for instance, that time in Nazareth, in his own 
home town, when so many of those who had known Him from earlier years came together 
and drove Him out of the town. "He came unto His own and His own received Him not" 
Today's scripture reading tells of a similar incident when the Gerasenes begged Him 
to leave their neighborhoad. 

Let's stay with that incident for a moment and examine it more carefully. The 
Gerasenes begged Him to leave, to go away. Why? What on earth had He done to 
bring forth such a reaction on the part of people. He had cured a sick mind. 
Apparently He had cured a demon-possessed man - but had done so at the cost to the 
local swineherds of their pigs, about two thousand of them. And those men lost no 
time in telling.of this disaster to the rest of the community. 

The crowd that assembled saw Jesus sitting there with the man who had been 
healed. He was.quiet, in his right mind. But the onlookers were seized with a 
superstitious dread. The whole thing was uncanny to them and frightening. They 
began to feel uncomfortable; they felt they were in the presence of One who would 
be a disturber, an upsetter of familiar and established ways. It might prove to 
be dangerous to have Him in their midst. They were upset over the loss of pigs 
suffered by the swineherds. They preferred insanity to sanity if they could preserve 
the status-quo and safe guard their property, their profits. After all, what was 
one demented man compared with two thousand pigs? And so we come to that upsetting 
line in the Scriptures, "They began to beg JesU.s to depart from their neighborhood". 
What a line! And how many times has this sort of thing been repeated since that day. 
One hesitates to wonder. 

SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK With heart and voice we sing, 11 0 Come, 0 Come, 
Emmanueln. But do we really mean it? Suppose He did 

come back? How would we respond? ~Vhat kind of a reception would we give Him? 
we who bear His name? Would we, like the Gerasenes, soon be begging Him to depart 
from our neighborhood? :' , 

Bertrand Russell once told people what he thought would happen if Jesus came 
back. Said he, 

"Though all the Western nations profess admiration for Jesus, He 
would be suspect to Scotland Yard if He lived now, and would be 
refused American citizenship on account of his unwillingness to 
bear arms." 

Somebody once asked Thomas Carlyle what he thought would happen, and he re
sponded with these thoughts: 

"If Jesus Christ were to come back people would not even 
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voice from the back of the room. 11 SlGVT down, Casey ••• you 1 re going to fast for me 1" 

As those who profess belief in the Christian interpretation of life - in Jesus, 
in his teachings, in the church - ~ we have need to get back to some of the fun
damentals, som.e _ o~ ~he basic things he had to say regarding God ~nd man, ol tftNIJ l)f 
discipleship/ ~ hope I'm not going to fast for any of you!,! 

'-"o • I think most of us who bear the name Christian are lax when it comes to living 
up to those demands that He places upon us as followers of His way. Our commit
ment is a casual commitment. We become agitated if our church asks us for a 
greater commitment, if the demands of membership are lifted higher. We don't like 
it. We like it the way it is. 

As I see it, we live in a society that is more secular than Christian, a 
society that seems to care far more for property values than for the value of a 
human personality. Contrary to Jesus' teaching, it believes that a man's life con
sists in the abundance of things he possesses - cars, clothes, fancy homes. It is 
morally lax - putting pleasure before duty, privilege before responsibility, self
interest before self-denial, self-indulgence before self-discipline. It has very 
little intention of taking up a cross and following Jesus. It relies heavi~ and 
finally not on love and gentleness and goodwill, but on fG>rce, on power, on 
military might, on superiority in death-dealing weapons. It is not a society that 
takes very seriously this matter of "turning the other cheekn, or "loving enemies" 
or "blessing those who curse us and praying for those who persecute us" - as Jesus 
would have us do. 

We can hear this said, rise, sing a hymn, go about our way as i~ nothing is 
happening and nothing to be done. After all, we nmst not take the Man from 
Nazareth too seriously •••• else friends and family might think us a little odd or 
out of step. Back in Palestine, people clinging to their old, established ways, 
passions and interests thought themselves sane and Jesus mad. Are we any different? 
I would like to think we are, but sometimes one does wonder. 

So - take not for granted that it would be altogther wonderful if He were to 
come back. His demands wcmld upset us: demands that would touch our privileges, 
our passions, our prejudices,~our pocketbooks. And our response would be that of 
the Grand Inquisitor in Dosto~tvski 1s The Brothers Karamazov: "Why ••• why have you 
come to disturb us?n 

ADVENT HOPE Judgement and hope are the intermingling and intertwining themes of 
Advent. During Advent we sing and speaks of His coming again - to 

us, in us, through us to others. Yes -He comes to judge and in so doing He calls 
us back to the fundamentals of His way. But His com·ng also brings us that ray of 
hope - the hope that His spirit may yet come in fullness, that it may come in alr of 
glory into our hearts, our lives, our society, our world -yes, and heal it of its 
madness, its hurts, its antagonisms. Judgement and hope. Think on these things as 
we now move to share in the Sacrament that is so basic to all he said and did - a 
body borken for us, and blood spilled out for us. Shall we pray: 

11 0 Come, desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart 
and mind; 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease, fill the whole world 
with heavens peace. ,

1 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel. 
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crucify Him. They would ask Him to dinner, and hear what He had 
to say, and then probably make fun of it" 

In C. E. Montague 1 s "Rough Justice", there 1 s an account of a young boy going 
to church for the first time and hearing the story of Jesus. As told by the 
preacher, it was about a brave and kind man ferociously hurt a long time ago, but 
who was still being crucified because He desired people to be better and to love 
one another and to obey God. And when they did not, He was crucified anew. The 
boy wept as he sat in the pew, but nobody seemed disturbed. When the preacher 
had finished, the people rose and sang a hymn. Then, instead of rushing out to do 
something about this Man who was in pain, they stopped to talk and walked away as 
if nothing had happened and as if nothing had to be done. Later on when the boy 
asked his mother about it, she said: 111:le must not take the minister too 
seriously, or people would think us oddl" 

WHAT WOULD HE DO As Christmas approaches each year, there is apt to be a 
great deal of sentimentalism. We enjoy it and look forward 

to it. A warm feeling begins to flow through our common life and all of this is 
to the good. However, it needs to be balanced with some realism, too. I'm all 
for adoring the infant Jesus at this time, if we're willing to follow Him 
seriously as Lord throughout the rest of the year. But are we? 

I think if Jesus were to come back openly and visibly the reception given Him 
would vary from person to person - just as it did back there in Palestine. On the 
one hand, there would be the same tenderness of old, the same compassion that 
reached out and embraced all people, the same understanding that knew no limits, 
the love that went all the way. But, for all that, He would not mince words. 
The truth would be spoken plainly and it could hurt. 

Some might find Him to be an upsetting and disturbing person. Chances are 
He would startle and shock and annoy and afflict many consciences. Before long, 
He would be giving offense. There would be criticism, the rising tide of 
opposition, finally enemies - for there would be situations, customs, social 
wrongs, vested interests regarding which He would not remain silent. Soon He would 
be asked to leave, to depart, and if He did not go away, history would repeat 
itself and He would be removed from the scene - one way or the other! 

In the British parliament in the 1930's, one member rose to his feet to exclaim 
over some policy that was being proposed or some measure that was under &3ba.te: '!God 
pity the British Empire if it is to be run on the principles of the Sermon on the 
Iv.Iount! II '"" Q &lJ&¥ J98Ui I" I diQ:R I~ 09tAAiF u e J sgyg 1Z 6 d aae" 

OUR WORLD Like the demon-possessed man that Jesus healed, our world is some-
thing of a demon-possessed world. And it is a world that Jesus can 

heal if one day we choose to let Him. In order for that to happen, hovrever, there 
must be a return to the basic affirmations regarding the nature of God and the 
nature of man. We must come back to the basic fundamentals of his way, his word 
and play the game according to His rules. 

I heard a story the other evening about Casey Stengel in his early years with · 
the Mets. It wasn't much of a team ten years ago, and on one occasion Casey called 
a meeting of the team behind closed doors after the Mets had lost still ~1other 
game. Casey's patience was running thin. He said to the players, "We've got to 
get back to the basics, to the fundamentals of the game. Now ••• see this piece of 
wood, shiny and smooth. This here thing is a bat1 See this hard, round sphere ••• 
well, this is a ball1 Now the object ·is ••• 11 And then Casey was interrupted by a 
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0 God, may we simplify our lives that we be not so concerned with unimportant 
things that we miss the real thing. Open our eyes to him who is already among us, 
and who will come again into our midst on Christ, that we may see his brightness, 
even in the dim surroundings, and recognize his greatness even in his weakness. 
Give us this second sight, 0 God, that our lives may be saved from meaningless
ness and sin. 

0 God, who hast put a restlessness in our hearts and a thirst for Thee in 
our very nature, turn us now in the right direction. Give us the grace to 
realize that there are no easy answers to our questions and problems, no short
cuts to our goals. As we move toward Christmas, help us to search our own 
hearts, to look at the life around us and ask if there be any wrong in it, 
so that we may be ready to receive the new life that is coming. 

In the name and spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 



"SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK" 

TEXT: "They began to beg Jesus to depart from their neighborhood" 
(Mark 5: 17) 

INTRODUCTION One of the great hymns of this season of advent is the 12th century 
hymn, "0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel". The choir sang an anthem here a few 

moments ago based on that great hymn. It's one of our favorite hymns, and it's alw~s 
sung with a great deal of feeling for it voices one of the deepest longings of the 
human heart - that Jesus should come into our lives and the life of our society - heal
ing the wounds and the hurts. 

But when Jesus came long ago he was not always received and warmly welcomed. We 
think of that line of scripture that Handel set to l1Rlsic in "The Messiah" - "He was 
despised and rejected of men". Then, too, we think of that line in the Gospel narrative, 
"He came unto His own and His own received Him not 11 • There was that time in Nazareth 
when his own townfolk, many of whom had known Him since childhood, drove Him out of 
the town. Still another incident that points up that He was not always well received 
is recorded in the 5th chapter of Mark's Gospel. It was read for the scripture lesson; 
it tells how the Gerasenes begged Him to leave their neighborhood. 

DEVELOPMENT Imagine people begging Jesus to go away. You may wonder why - what 
happened that the Gerssenes begged him to leave; why did they wish to 

be rid of Him? This is the way it came about. He cured a sick mind; he had cured a 
demon possessed man, but had done so at the cost to the swineherds of their pigs -
about two thousand of them. They lost no time in telling the story of the disaster to 
the entire community. The crowd that quickly assembled saw Jesus and the man who had 
been a schizophrenic clothed, seated and in his right mind. They were seized with 
superstitious dread. The whole thing was uncanny and frightening. They felt they 
were in the presence of one who would be a disturber and an upsetter of familiar and 
established ways. It might be dangerous to have him in their midst. They were alarmed 
over the loss suffered by the swineherds. They preferred insanity to sanity if they 
could thereby preserve the status quo and safe guard property, profits and business 
interests. What was one demented man compared with two thousand pigs? And so we 
read that revealing and upsetting line, "They began to beg Jesus to depart from their 
neighborhood". 

Certainly for the modern mind this is a difficult story. What are we supposed to 
make of demons driven out of a man, entering into a herd of swine, causing them to be 
stampeded down a steep bank into a body of water where they were drowned? There may be 
as the New Testament scholars suggest, elements of folk lore in the incident. Allowing 
for that, it is a parable of the situation in which humanity stood to Jesus in the first 
century, and I think we might add, stands today. And we read, "They began to beg Jesus 
to depart from their neighborhood". What a line l And how many times this sort of 
thing has been repeated across the centuries. 

WHAT IF HE WERE TO APPEAR 11 0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel" - but, I wonder, do we really 
mean it? If He whose name is Emmanuel were to appear 

visibly among us what would happen. How would we receive Him~ Would it be a warm wel
come? Or would we, like the Gerasenes, soon be begging Him to depart from our neighbor
hood? This is a great theme for the imagination. And we need not strain our imagina
tion too severely to come up with some answers. What kind of a reception would Jesus 
get if he came to our city? How would Mayor Lindsey handle it? What would Commissioner 
Hoving come up witE.? .i.t 
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As Christmas approaches each year there is apt to be a great deal of sentimental
ism. We enjoy it and we share in the warm feeling that flows through our common life. 
But there's not enough realism. There is more realism among those who have severed 
their connection with institutional Christianity. For instance, Bertrand Russell once 
told people what he thought would happen if Jesus came back. Though all the Western 
nations profess admiration for Jesus, He would be suspect to Scotland Yard if he 
lived now, and would be refused American citizenship on account of His unwillingness 
to bear arms. And somebody once asked Thomas Carlyle what he thought would happen: 

"If Jesus Christ were to come back" he replied, "people would not 
even crucify Him. They would ask Him to dinner, and hear what 
He had to say, and then make fun of it". 

In C. E. Montague's "Rough Justice", there is an account of a young boy going to 
church for the first time and hearing the story of Jesus. As told by the preacher, it 
was about a brave and kind man ferociously hurt a long time ago, but who was still 
being crucified because he desired people to be better and to love and obey God. When 
they did not, He was crucified anew. The boy wept as he sat in the pew, but noboqy 
seemed disturbed. When the preacher had finished, the people rose and sang a hymn. 
Then instead of rushing out to do something about the Man who was in pain, they 
stopped to talk and walked away as if nothing had happened and nothing had to be done. 
When the boy asked his mother about it, she said: 

"We musn 1t take the minister too ser.iously, or people would think 
us odd". 

THE RESULIS Now these differing judgments suggest that if Jesus were to come back 
openly and visib~ the reception given Him would vary from person to 

person, as it did in the first century in Palestine. And yet, of the three judgments, 
Bertrand'Russell 1s, I think, is the most realistic. If Jesus were to come back there 
would be the same tenderness as of old, the same compassion, the same understanding. 
But for all that, he would not mince words. 

I think He would be an upsetting and disturbing personality. He would startle 
and shock and annoy. Before long, He would be giving offense; then there would be 
criticism and then opposition, and then enemies, for there would be situations, 
customs, vested interests, social wrongs about which He would not keep silent. He 
would speak plainly. I think the world's attitude in general, would be somewhat 
similar to that of the Gerasenes who begged Him to depart. It's an attitude that 
can be summed up in two words, "Go away". And if He were not to go away, history 
would repeat itself and He would be removed from the scene - one way or the other. 

In the British parliament in the 1930's, one member exclaimed, over some measure, 
11 God pity the British Empire if it is to be run on the principles of the Sermon on 
the Mount". Again, an attitude is revealed that can be summed up in those two words, 
"Go away". It really doesn't take a great deal of imagination to determine the kind 
of response that Jesus would encounter if he came to our society today. We have 
plenty of data for the answer in what does happen to his teaching as it comes to an 
industrial, commer:Cd:.a.l, competitive and political society. The teaching of Jesus, at 
many points, is in sharp conflict with the established practices of the world - its 
policies, its vested interests. 

OUR WORLD Like the demon possessed man that Jesus healed, our world is a demon 
possessed world. And it is a world that Jesus can heal if only we would 

let Him. It's an acquisitive society that we live in, one that cares more for property 
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than people. Contrary to Jesus' teaching, it believes that a man's life consists in 
the abundance of things he possesses. It is morally lax, putting pleasure before 
duty, privilege before responsibility, self-indulgence and self-interest before self
denial and self-discipline. It has no intention of taking up a cross. It relies 
heavily and finally not on love and gentleness and goodwill, but on force, military 
might, superiority in death dealing armaments. It does not believe in turning the 
other cheek, loving enemies, blessing those who curse, praying for those who persecute. 

The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews does not speak of the crucifixion 
as taking place once in time and only once. He says that Jesus can be crucified 
afresh. He is being crucified afresh today in Vietnam, in South Africa, in the slums 
of our great society, in our class-torn, race-torn, hunger ridden world. Even in 
many of the churches that bear His name, He is being crucified by hard-heartedness, 
by indifference, by irresponibility. 

And we can hear this said, rise and sing a hymn, and go away as if nothing is 
happening and nothing is to be done. After all, we must not take Jesus too seriously 
or else our friends and neighbors, even members of our own families will think us 
odd - strange. Back in Palestine people, clinging to their old, established ways, 
interests, passions, prejudices thought themselves sane and Jesus mad. And I wonder -
are we a~ different from them? So take not for granted that it would be wonderful if 
He were to come back. He would upset us by His demands, demands that would touch our 
pockets, our practices, our privileges. He would face us with forthright questions: 
do you exploit? do you exclude? do you forgive and forget? what do you put first: 
God or money, people of property? what is your attitude to evil and its cure: love or 
force? And our response would be that of the Grand Inquisitor in Dostoievski 1s 
The Brothers Karamazov: "Why have you come to disturb us?" 

THE ADVENT HOPE Each Advent we sing, 11 0 come, 0 come, Immanael11 • Each Advent we 
speak anew of Christ's coming again to us and in us. And so each 

Advent renews the offer, the promise, the hope that his spirit may yet come into our 
hearts~ into our society. 

I read somewhere, of a World War II soldier from this country, who said he dis
covered the meaning of Christmas one year when everything was very black for him. He was 
lying wounded in a German field hospital after the Battle of the Bulge. One of his 
eyes was gone forever. His medical care was perfunctory and he knew he could die of 
his wounds and very well might. He was told by his captors that the Nazi breakthrough 
meant doom for the Allies and the end of everything he believed in, and he had no 
reason to doubt it. He was sure he'd never see his loved ones again and their absence 
made his longing sharper. On the next cot was a German soldier who had kicked at 
his wounded eye and made it worse as they had ridden together on the floor of a truck 
en route to the hopsital. Everything was bitterness, foreboding and loneliness and 
despair. 

Then, he said, about midnight (and remember it was at Christmas season), he heard 
off in the night - maybe at the other end of the hospital tent, and maybe it was out 
on the line somewhere - but somewhere, sol'l'Eone was singing a tune he recognized. And 
slowly the words came back to him, 11 0 come, 0 come Immanuel, and ransom captive 
Israel, that mourns in lonely exile Rere, until the Son of God appear. Rejoice, rejoice, 
Immanuel shall come to Thee, 0 Israel". The S:f1,dj.er remember in that dark moment that 
Jesus had come, would come yet, and thingtg0J'#e &ITferent..&om uhat he thottght. So 
his hand went out across to the next cot and grasped the hand of the enemy soldier who 
had kicked his eye. The loneliness and bitterness dissolved and his foreboding gave 
way to a bright hope he couldn't quite understand. All he knew was that because of One 
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who had come in the past, he was no longer afraid of the future, and all night he 
held the hand of that German soldier - enemy, brother. 11 0 come, 0 come Innnanuel" 

LET US PRAY 0 God, we thank Thee for the coming of Thy Son Jesus Christ into our 
world and into our lives. He comes as a gift for which we are joyful~ 

thankfully. Help us now to prepare ourselves for that second coming when He comes 
looking for the fruits of the Spirit. We ask this in the name of Jesus - our Lord, 
our Judge, and our Friend. Amen · 

0 come, Desire of nation, bind all peoples in one heart and mind. 

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill the whole !wrld 

with heaven's peace. 

Rejoice, rejoice - Immanueal shall come to thee, o Israel 



SUPPOSE HE DID COME BACK? 

INTRODUCTION This is the time, of course, when neople are get-
ting ready for Christmas. You can feel it in the 

air. Stores are crowded •. Traffic is heavy making the streets al
most impassable. People are already addressing their cards, buying 
their presents, planning their Christmas dinners, ordering their 
trees, and the students and peonle away from home are making their 
reservations on planes and trains to go home for Christmas. 

Some peonle start early to get ready for Christmas. I remember 
once reading where our former President's wife, Mrs. Eisenhower, starts 
the day after Christmas to get ready for the next 8hristmas, and a 
few neonle follow her examnle. Others wait until the last moment and 
then hurry and hustle around to get ready for the day. The Church 
starts to get ready for Christmas four weeks ahead of time; later than 
some, earlier than others. As a matter of fact, we are beginning . 
today as members of the church to get ready for 8hristmas, for this is 
the first Sunday in Advent, and Advent is a season four weeks in 
length, in which people are encouraged to get ready for the coming of 
Christ. 

A CONTRAST IN APPROACH To my way of thinking, there is a strange 
and interesting contrast between the way 

the secular world gets ready for Christmas, and the way the Church 
gets ready for Christmas. The secular world prepares for Christmas 
joyfully; Christmas carols are being sung on the street corners, in 
the stores, on radio and TV; the streets are already strung with 
lights; the trees are going up and soon they too will be lighted, not 
only the tree in Rockefeller Center, but also those beautiful 
memorial Christmas trees along Park Avenue. There are four gala weeks 
before Christmas. Everybody is excited, keyed up; it is as though 
they were ~etting ready for a party. 

This note, of course, is not entirelv lacking in the church's 
preparat~on. We came into this service singing "Re.1oice, rejoice, 
Immanuel • The ant hem the choir sang a few moments ago had a .1 oyous 
and exuberant lift to it. Certainly it would be unnatural to smother 
the joy of our Christmas preparations when we remember that we are 
getting ready for the birthday of our Lord, one of the days that 
.turned darkness into light, error into truth. But the primary note in 
the church's preparation for Christmas is not joy; it is a much more 
somber note, the mood is more somber than joyful. The traditional 
color in which the churches are draped is purnle, not white. The 
mood is penitential. In some churches there are no flowers on the 
altar during this season. The long, gaunt figure of John the Bantist 
casts his shadow over the season of Advent, and the music of the 
season, often in a minor key, is the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord". ' 

WHY THIS APPROACH Why this approach, you ask. Why does the Church 
appro8.ch Christmas this way. It may not make 

sense to you. You may be saying to yourself, "The secular world here 
is on the right track. Vfuy should one approach the seaS'Jn of Christmas 
which is so ~illed with joy and exuberance, in anything but a 1oyous 
spirit. Isn t the world right? What's the meaning of this somber 
mood, this minor note in the church's nreparation for Christmas?" 
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Let me attemnt to answer this question for you. This season 
of Adv~nt, as the~ year's went on and the season developed_ and ueo
ple changed their customs and habits, became a preparation not 
only for-the first coming of Christ, but also for the second coming. 

The first coming was in Bethlehem, eome two thousand years ago, 
auiet, hidden almost completely in the Judean.Hills. It was a 
human, tender thing, coming into the ~orld. qu1etly, peacefully - a 
choir of angels an evening star shin1ng s1lently in the sky. That 
was the first cbming. Now the Second Coming has been pictured for 
us in quite different terms. Call it cataclysmic. It means the 
end of the world. A violent upheaval. It means judgment· If the 
first coming is like the shining of an evening star, the second 
coming is like the falling of a burning, blazing meteor from the 
sky to the earth. If there is any music, it is the music of clashing 
cymbols and blaring trumpets. You don't get ready for this sort of 
thing the way you get ready for a festive party. You approach this 
coming in fear ~.ncJ trembling, filled with awe and dread. 

Of course, this second coming of Christ, with all it implies, 
is very difficult for modern men and women reared in a scientific 
world to feel and appreciate·, to accept in the literal sense. 
There are grou-ps, however, in other branches of the Church that 
feel it so strongly that they may talk about it almoPt all of the 
time. Two weeks ago last evening, for instance, two neo,,le rang 
my doorbell. I opened the door, and there were two comnlete st~angers. 
After a few brief words of introduction, they went on to ask me if 
I was ready for the Second Coming of Christ. I must confess to you 
that at that particular moment I wasn't; they caught me at a bad 
time. It was near supper time; my wife was out, and I was attemPting 
to feed our youngest child her sunper. She had traces of Gerber's 
Baby Food all over her, and there were a few traces of it on me. 
These two strangers were insistent on pressing their conviction on 
me of this second coming. They didn't know I was a minister, and as 
I stood there in my bermuda shorts, holding the baby in one arm, and 
trying to be gracio~s, I felt it best not to tell them I was. It 
would be of great interest to me and perhaps to some of you to sit 
down with these people who feel so strongly about this second coming 
and to talk to them about it. I must confess to you that I do not 
feel this particular aspect of our Christian hone in anything like 
the same way that those two people who talked to me that night felt 
about it.l For most of us the end of the world is just abou£ as re-

r

mote as the beginning of the world. And that is pretty remote. For 
most of us the second coming of Jesus in anything like the literal 
sense is almost too fantastic for us to even consider. Remember that 
~ld Methodist Hymn that our parents and grand-parents use to sing: 

"A re you ready? Are you ready? 
Ready for the Judgment Day? 
When the saints and sinners 
Shall be parted rip:ht and left 
Are you ready for the Jud~ment'Day? 

The chances are it leaves you cold. You probably have difficulty 
in apnreciating this minor note in the.season of Advent. Probably 
you are thinking only of his first -com1ng - an occasion of joy and 
enthusiasm - and the second coming is not in your thinking as we 
enter the Advent season. 
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SUP :'OSE HE DID COME BACK But it 1 e not altogether unprofitable 
to ask the question: suppose he"did 

come back? SunDose the disturbances of today were actually si~ns 
of His coming''· Sunpose it turned out that the ancient beliefs of 
some of our more conservative Christians were a grsat deal nearer 
the truth than the easy liberal view which tends to dismiss this 
matter lightly. We can let our imaginations go to work on this and 
~o some practical wondering. 

Sunnose He did come back? VVho would recieve Him 11nd accent Him? 
we can be sure of this that the liberals ::tnd skeptics would be busier 
than ever nroving that this person could not be Christ come back, 
but was sb~e imnostor trying to fool everybody. The Professional 
clergy would be thrown into confusion, and you can imap:ine wha.t the 
newsnaners would make of it. The neople outside the church would 
take. their time to make up this minds while we in the church would 
be busy wrangling with each other. And what a scramhle there would 
be, to be found on the right side, to get on board, to stand well 
wj_th him. 

I wonder to whom He would go for understanding, for faith, for 
active cooperation. What would He think about His church and His 
Churches? If he turned un would it be in a ouiet Quaker meeting, or 
at a Roman Catholic Mass; or at a meeting of the Wotitd Council of 
Churches. What would He think of our own Methodist Church. Would 
He go down into the back streets of the city and seek out the noor, 
the unfortunate, the poorly dressed, the unblessed? Or would He 
avoid the West altogether, and arrive in some oriental country where 
His impact upon people would be free from all the institutionalism 
and materialism and organization that in the West has so often 
obscured the very things that in the name of Christendom we have been 
trying to reveal. What would He look like? The color of his skin -
white, black, brown, yellow. There are in every church, we must be
lieve, His true followers, peonle whose hearts He sees and knows 
them to be pure and single in their devotion. Somehow I thi.nk He 
would get through to them and let them know their faith is vindtca.ted. 
But I fear He would have to say to many of us who call ourselves 
Chrmstians and think of ourselves as auite satisfactory discinles: 
"Depart from Me - I Never knew you". ·He has been na.tient with us 
for so long. But with His coming, that patience would be at an end. 
No patience, no hesitation in his Judgement. Only the blazing white 
presence of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords himself. Could we 
take it. I wonder. 

And this leads us to wonder what changes He would make at once 
1 -: His church. What about our ways of worship, our church buildings, 
our patterns of worship, our ceaseless stringsof activities ~ how 
would they look to Him, and what would hannen to them. I do. not 
believe our Lord would be hard on our hon~~t efforts. His snirit 
is one of appreciation and encouragement. Even when He comes in 
judgment, he comes in love, but (and I want you think about this 
carefully) - have we envisioned the cost if we are to have a church 
after His liking. Are we really sure we want one? 

I wish we had more time to develop this thought here today. 
About all I can do is launch the thought, the question, and ask you 
to think seriously about it. Suo~ose He should come again. Would 
you be ready? Would this church be reo:tdy to receive Him? Is your 
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impulsive nature good enough - for Him? Is the Church, this Church, 
truly His Church? Let this Advent Season then that we enter today, 
remind you not only of His first coming, but also His second coming, 
when he comes the world, and let us bestir ourselves while there 
is still time, to make ourselves and our church more ready than we 
now are - should He come again. 

LET US PRAY: As we come to thy table this morning, Our Father, we 
come in a spirit of nenitence, deenly sorry for our 

wrongdoing - for the impure thoughts that have been in our minos, 
for the unworthy motives that have directed our lives, for the 
unkind words that we have this past week suoken in moments of anger • 
.F'orgive us that so many of us are part of the world's nroblems 
rather than part of its solution. Help us to be willing to look 
into our own lives, and to tear out the smallness, the pettiness, 
the narrowness that has in times past prevented us from being 
good disciples of Jesus Christ. We ask this in the name of Jesus 
himself - our Lord, our Judge, and our Friend. Amen 
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FIRST S'ffi\JDAY IH ADVENT 
December 3, 1961 

ORDER OF hfORSHIP 
11 A. H. 

ORGAN "Short Prelude & Fugue No. 5 in G major" 
"Short Prelude & Fugue No. 6 in G minor" 

CALL TO \rJORSHIP 
HYMN ~:JO . 83 110 come, 0 come, Inunanuel" 
APOSTLES' CRE"SD 
GLOHIA PATRI 

ANNC:.JNCENENTS 

Bach 

OFJi'ER'l'ORY ANTHEH "Springs In the Desert" Jennings 
11i.ES GNTATI .JN OF T!1E OFFERllifG I~JITH THE DOXOLOGY 

SE'RNON "Suppose He Did Come Back?" Rev. Hr. Clarke 
PRAYBR Choral Amen 
HYJvlN NO. 84 "Come, Thou long-expected Jesus 11 

TH~~ HOLY CQIIIJNUNION RITUAL 
The Invitation (Standing) 
The General Confession (Seated) 
Prayer and Comforting '\.vords 
The Surstun Corda and the Sanctus 
Prayers of Consecration and Humble Access 
The Agnus Dei (The Choir) 
The Partaking of the Elements 

Page 528 
Page 529 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Gloria in Excelsis 
HYJVIN' NO. 85 11Hail, to the Lord's Anointed11 

BENEDICTION Choral Response 
ORGAN 11 Finali" Ferrari 

''"_,,- Interval for ushering 

It is the custom of this Church to observe the Sacra
ment of Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month. 
The Table of the Lord is open to all who are sincere ly 
trying to grow in their under standing of t he will of God 
and the 1-Jays of the Christ ian life. 1.rJe invite all of 
our worshippers to receive the Sacrament he :::·e this hour. 

AN INVITATION 

An invitation is extended to members and friends 
to come to Fellm-vship Hall after the service where cof
fee and cookies will be served by several of our 
ladies. Hostesses today are Hiss Barnett, Hiss Polster, 
Miss Rector, and Hiss Greenwald. 

THE USHERS - THE GHK~TERS - T~ ~E :r.<'LO\oJBRS - THE NURS .RY 

The ushers for today 1 s service are ik. I3owater, 
r1r. ToV>rer, Hr ... Herget, Hr. Hontaneli, and I1r. Paech. 
Identified by the red carnation a.re our official 
greeters f'lr. Scott, f'lr. Russell and :rvliss Hosmer. The 
f1moJers on the altar are given by Hr. and Hrs. John 
McKeand in memory of loved ones. The Nursery Care Pro
::;ram is under the supervision of Mrs. McDonald, Hrs. 
Jeffries, l1rs. Hull, and Hrs. McKenney. 

IITOGETHER11 SUBSCRIPTICNS 

Renewals and new subscrintions ($4.00) to the Heth
odist monthly magazine 11 Together 11 are now being received 
by Hiss Stadler.. It makes an attractive Christmas gift. 

TUESDAY 'WENHrG, DECFJ'':BER 5th 

The follo,.Jing Commi ssions will be meeting Tuesday 
evening prior to the Official Board Meeting: Christian 
Social Concerns, Finance, Hembership and l~vangelism, 

Hiss ions, and hTorship. The Official Board meets at 
eight-fifteen in Fellowship Hall .. 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Next Sunday morning as part of the worship service 
the choir will present a Christm&s Oratorio entitled 
"Gloria" by Vivaldi. Follm-Jing this choral work, the 
Rev. Hr. Clarke will bring the sermon of the day. Con
tributions to the Christmas Flower Fund will be received 
every Sunday during Advent. Use the envelope in the pew. 


