
11 SURVIVAL IN THE MODERN WORLD" 
I 

INTRODUCTION On this Memorial Day, our thoughts turn to those who have given 
their lives in the defense of our country. In the 189 years of 

our national existence, we have been involved in eight major wars, and in those wars 
over a million men have been killed. The death of men in battle is not to be passed 
over light~. How quick~ the world forgets. The nation needs to remember. 

With the world divided today as it is, and with both sides of this divided world 
now possessing ultimate force in weaponry, we stand confronted with a possibility 
never before known to human beings: the total destruction of the earth. The world 
must find a way to avoid the cataclysm of a nuclear shooting war. We must find 
another way, other than war, to solve our problems and settle our differences. Learn 
another w~ or perish. This is now the clear verdict of life. 

I wonder, as we confront this issue of survival, if it has occured to us how 
relevant and timely it makes Jesus of Nazareth. The historical situation in which 
His life was cast, differing on~ in degree and magnitude, posed for His people 
precisely the same question. When He said, "Except you repent" - that is, unless you 
change your way of thinking and behaving, "you shall all perish" - this was, in part, 
the meaning of His words. I think He would say the same to us - learn a different 
way or perish. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THEME Suppose we consider the historical situation out of which His 
words have come to us for they were spoken in one age, in one 

land, to one people, and to a problem they faced. What was the problem? It had to do 
with the Romans. It had to do with how to defend their land against the arrogant rule 
of Rome which had spread over the earth subjugating so many people. The towering 
issue, the issue uppermost in their minds, was the issue of national security, the 
matter of national survival. 

Do you suppose that Jesus ignored that question, or that His ideas were so 
spiritual~ lofty that they were unrelated to the people's most pressing, practical 
problem? On the contrary, much of what he had to say is unintelligible to us until 
we begin to hear it against the background of that problem. He lived His whole life 
in the midst of it. He was born in Bethlehem - not Nazareth, because the Romans had 
ordered a tax enrollment. He was pushed around by it. Often he saw crosses on a 
hill in Galilee. Often he saw Roman soldiers commandeer His countrymen in the street, 
"Here Jew - carry my bag". And finally He was crucified on a Roman cross. It's im
portant to remember that Jesus lived his whole lifetime in the midst of a political 
revolution in which the urge for freedom, the call for revenge, the patriotic passions 
of His people were roused to intense pitch. How to deal with an ene~. This was 
the question facing his people? 

DIVIDED ON THE ANSWER They were hopelessly divided on the answer. ~orne groups 
among them took to the hills, hid themselves in the rocks 

and caves apart fcom the struggle. others thought it expedient to go along with the 
Romans, and make the best of it. Some lived in an uneasy appeasement which was 
virtually a complete cultural surrender. The Zealots had the answer that appealed to 
the masses - the old age answer of violence: fight, kill - how else can you beat your 
enemy? What other way? And for a while they were all a flutter, for they~,thought that 
the young prophet from Galilee might be the promised one. He was the inspired leader 
of young menilm Galilee. And at the height of His popularity, if He had given the word, 
thousands of swords would have come out of hiding to some meeting place in the 
mountains. 

But He didn't give the word, or nod his head. He had another answer. He had the 
stirring of God's mind in His soul. He had another way and He said to them: "Except 
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you change your way, you shall all perish". "See these great stones of the Temple? 
Not one of them will be left standing". 

Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A. D. - a scant generation after Jesus was put 
to death outside its walls. Josephus, the Jewish historian, described it as the most 
horrible episode in the annals of human history. More than a million people perished 
there as the Romans with great strength crushed the Jewish revolt. The Holy City was 
set on fire and the beautiful Temple was leveled to the ground. It was literal~ 
true - "not one stone was left standing". 

HIS WAY Here then, is a bit of history lifted now into larger light. Before us 
is the same question, but now in global dimensions: learn another way or 

perish. What was the rejected way of Jesus, this other way that His people chose not 
to follow, but which now, against the background of global disaster, looms up as the 
only way open to mankind. 

Suppose we ana~e his way of resistance. Certai~ it is a misuse of language 
to say that Jesus taught "non-resistance to evil" - which has been the basis of 
much pacifism. What He taught was non-violent resistance to evil, resistance on a 
higher level, which is precise~ what life is now compelling us to find and face up to. 

His was the way of indirection, of meeting the ene~ not head on in frontal 
assault, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, evil for evil; but meeting him with higher 
force, outwitting him, rising above him, and therefore finally conquering him by 
the confrontation of a higher, stronger, moral force. Events are pushing us to~, 
and the whole world, to the higher imperative of Christ, even while we emotional~ 
resist it and scorn it as impossible. 

PATIENCE The way of Christ, first of all, is the way of undiscourageable 
patience. 11 If your ene~ compels you to go one mile, go with him two". 

"If he strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also". This method of being 
bigger, of going further, (than justice or law compels), though scorned aE.d ... o~ten 
ridiculed as weakness, is begzhnning to make good sense. Time vras when patience was 
an expendable commodity. Back in the frontier days, if your honor was insulted and 
your enemy twinked your nose, you could, without massive disaster, retaliate in kind. 
It's still this way on Satur~ night TV. You had to be quick on the draw to stay 
alive. 

Suddenly patience has become the great necessity. Over against the violent men, 
there must be the patient men - slow to anger, not easily provoked. We cannot be 
trigger-happy in this world in which we live. In the possession of the ultimate in 
powers of destruction, we must now cultivate the moral power to restrain that power. 

You recall, I am sure, the story of the Gordian Knot. The oracle promised a 
kingdom to the man who could untie the knot. Alexander the Great, hearing of the re
ward, made no attempt to untie it. Why should he waste his time? He strutted in and 
simply cut it with a swift stroke of his sword. Such has always been the way of the 
Alexanders. When swords were weapons, mankind without too much risk could, with the 
swift stroke of force, cut through its Gordian Knots. Our own history is full of 
that. Someone once said of Tedqy Roosevelt that he was always in favor of peace, 
provided it didn't interfere with the fighting. We dare not cut the knots. We must 
patient~ untie them - no matter how slow, how difficult, how demanding the process. 

This is not to say that we are forced now to dispense with force, or that 
patience is enough. It isn't. Patience without power is helpless. No one is 
dreamy eyed enough to think that we can manage without force in a savage, selfish 
society. Patience is not the absence of force; it is the restraint of it. One of 
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our generals has said: "We have a new kind of world. We must wage a new kind of 
war. We must possess the courage to be patient". 

How fortunate we have men in high office who for the most part are patiently 
trying to untie the knots. For the task before us is not one of days but of decades, 
with no short cuts, no permanent victories. We are predestined now to patience, to 
inch ahead bit by bit, item by item, never giving in to evil, never underestimating 
the evil designs of the enemy, never giving up trying to overcome it. 11 If your enemy 
compels you to go one mile, go with him two" In other words, stay with him, keep talk-
ing, keep walking, be willing to listen as well as talk. And remember it is better ff:pr natio: 
lose a little pride around the conference table, than to lose lives in no man's land. 

Winston Churchill who could never be accused of being overly sentimental or un
re~iistic, said before he retired from public life: 

"Patience and perseverance are now required, and must 
never be grudged when the survival of men is at stake. 
Even if we have to go through decades of bickering and 
vain parlance, that would be preferable to the catalogue 
of umnanageable horror which is the alternative" 

GOODWILL The way of Christ, in the second place, involves unlimited goodwill. 
"How oft shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him? Till seven 

times? I say unto thee ••••• until seventy times seven11 • Unlimited forgiveness -love 
inspired resistance to evil that seeks not the destruction of the enemy, but the curing 
of the evil and the long range redemption of the evildoer. This is what Jesus was 
stressing. He was after that kind of resistance that wins, that lasts, that conquers 
enemies by dealing with the basic enmities and curing the evils that cause them. He 
was asking us to go beyond the animal, jungle ethic into something more workable for 
mankind, to go beyond physical force into moral force, and to became skilled and pro
ficient in the use of it, which is precise~ what life itself is now compilling us to do. 

I think we all agree that part of the madness of our time rests in the fact that 
so much of the brain power of men is still being poured into strengthening the 
animal, lengthening its arms, sharpening its claws, feeding ita ferocity, making man 
an even fiercer animal. There is little future for mankind if we continue to con
centrate solely on becoming fiercer animals. That is the way to death and destruction. 
His words echo in our hearts •••• "Except we learn a different way, we shall all perish". 

Someone has said: "There are only two powers in the world - the spirit and the 
sword. In the long run, the sword will always be conquered by the spirit". Shortly 
after the late President Kenneqy's proposal to organize a Peace Corps of dedicated 
Americans to go out with light and knowledge into under-developed lands, Arnold Toynbee 
made this observation: 

11We are now waging a missionary war. Since in the atomic age 
military warfare means self-annihilation, it is likely that 
the competition between the United States and the USSR 
will continue to be carried on by missionary rather than 
military activities". 

WHAT CAN WE DO What can we do? For one thing, we should be doing more than we 
are to revitalize the United Nations organization• The importance 

of the UN in these times of revolutionary and rapid change can never be over
emphasized. We would recommend that our government work out an effective solution 
of the financial impasse and strengthen its financial and moral support of the UN be
fore it is too late. 
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Vaguely and slowly we can ascertain the emergence of our national policy in 
the furtive war in Vietnam. It is to achieve peace through negotiation from the 
position of strength by escalating the war into North Vietnam. It is replete with 
the risk of Chinese involvement. Although the majority of Americans seems to en-
dorse this policy, there are ma~ that doubt its military efficacy and moral 
rectitude. Military victories have only a limited value unless South Vietnam,, itself 
is united under a stable government; resulting from satisfactory social, economic, and 
religious relations among its own people. Perhaps on areas where there are conflicting 
ideological confrontations, only an international organization such as the UN with its 
unusual advantages of universality and prestige may be able to contribute to eventual 
settlement. We hope our lead~rs will heed the admontions of Pope Paul, the Secretar,y 
General of the UN, the World ~ouncil of Churches, the National Council of Churches, and 
rna~ ~f our educational leaders and allies to negotiate the problems of Southeast 
Asia and to request the United Nations to assume an active part in the settlement of 
the war, and that the United States declare its willingness to withdraw its troops 
and militar.y support upon the resumption of this responsibility by the United 
Nations. 

As Christian people, we should be urging our government and leaders to expand 
our foreign aid program to those less developed nations of the world. They realize 
their desperate poverty and the affluence of advanced nations. As Christian people, 
we should be urging our government to proceed toward the eventual realization of 
universal disarmament. As Christian people, we should be urging our government to 
re-examine its policies toward mainland China, and to work toward improved, cultural, 
economic, and political relations with that nation. As Christian laymen, we should 
individual~ do our part to work for the realization of the brotherhood of man under 
the fatherhood of God in this tortured and divided world. 

J. Wallace Hamilton, that great preacher of Florida, reminded us several years 
ago at Annual Conference, that there are two ways of dealing with an ice-berg. One 
is the way of the Titanic - plowing full steam ahead in a frontal assaftlt on an ice-berg. 
The ice-berg didn't budge and the great ship went down. The other is the way of 
the gulf-stream which, with its warming waters, surr@UnQ«d the same iceland and 
melted it away. When it comes to melting ice or the human heart, there has never 
been found anything as effective as warmth. Jesus said long ago: "Love your 
enemies". Perhaps it is not so wild a dream. Perhaps our present sense of 
futility will teach us how to survive. Perhaps it will push is more and more in the 
direction of his words. Let us hope so. Let us pray that it will be so. Consider 
the alternative: a nice, clean, fumigated planet with no people on itl 

lET US PRAY On this Sunday, when we pause to remember those of other days who 
gave their lives in battle so that we might enjoy the benefits of 

freedom and prosperity, remind us of the destruction of war and the great risks 
involved in the day in which we live. Grant us the gifts of patience (undiscourable) 
and limitless goodwill and generosity as we face the great issues of our modern world. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen 

11Will Vietname Lead To World War III" 
An article in today's magazine section of the Times raises the question whether 

the world now, in the spirng of 1965, is at the same place the world was in the 
summer of 1939, shortly before World War II broke out. There are alarming 
parallels according to the writer, Roswell Gilpatric". 



President Kenneqy yesterday would have been 
celebrating his 48th birth~ had he lived. 
We think of his words from his Inaugural; 

"Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us 
never fear to negotiate" 
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ORGAN 

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
May 30, 1965 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

11Entrata in C Major" 
"Song of the Basket Weaver" 

CALL TO 111)"0RSHIP 
H .o.~! NO. l.;.oO 110 Master of the waking world" 
PRAlLR OF CONFESSION (Seated) 

Holler 
Russell 

Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live 
and move and have our being, who hast created us 
for thyself, so that our hearts are restless until 
they find rest in thee; grant us purity of heart 
and strength of purpose, so that no selfish passion 
may hinder us from knowing thy will, and no weak
ness from doing it. In thy light may we see life 
clearly, and in thy service find perfect freedom, 
th.;.·mJo;h Jeous Christ our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION -WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

RESPOHSI\"E READING 
CLO~.IA PATR.I 
APCSTLF.S' CREED 

"The \-Jay of Good Men 11 

ANTHEM "The Lord Will Not Suffer" 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 5: 35 - 48 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
AN;JOUNCEMENT OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS 
OFFERTORY SOLO "My Heart Ever Faithful" 
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Bach 

Choral Amen 

Bach 
(Miss Nancy Foster, soprano) 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 111]"ITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 509 "Great God of nations, now to Thee" 
SERMON "SURVIVAL IN THE HODERN 1rJORLD11 Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 496 "God of our fathers 11 

BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Finale in E Flat Major" 

~HI* Interval for ushering 

Choral Amen 
Hai ling 

AN INVITA'l'ION 

Coffee will be served today in Fellowshir 
following the service. An in~:itu.tion ::.s e~·~·': en · 
members and friends alike to sta.:-e in ti1~ .... o me'! 
The hostesses are Mrs. Russell, Mrs. Clarke, hJ 
Maltby, and Nrs. Greenough. 

USHERS 

The ushers for today's service are Mr. Rol 
Dr. Snart, Mr. 1rlelsh, Mr. Hedin, Mr. Brown, .!VIr. 
Fountain, Mr. Bostic, and Mr. Marshall. 

NURSERY, KINDERGARTEN, AND PRIMARY SESSIONS 

Sessions for children in these groups are 
every Sunday morning from eleven to twelve-thil 
the third and fourth floors of the chrirch. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The altar flowers are given by Mr. and Mrf 
Robert Bruhn, in memory of loved ones. 

FOR THE WOMEN 

Saturday, June fifth, is the date of the ~ 
Luncheon for the women of the church. Miss The 
Hoover of our church will be the guest speaker, 
will be made for activities during the coming n 
The luncheon will begin at twelve noon, and alJ 
en are invited to attend. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the felJ 
ship of the church on June twentieth. All thoE 
are considering membership may contact one of 1 
ministers. 


