f

"THANKS FOR ALL YOU'VE DONE"

A Sermon By'
Philip A. C. Clarke

Park Avenue United Methodist Church
106 East 86th Street
New York, New York
November 22, 199e

--

~-

-----------

"THANKS FOR ALL YOU'VE DONE"
INTRODUCTION

The story is told of a Professor of Philosophy at a major
university in this country who v1as a deeply committed
atheist. His primary goal for one required class for freshmen was to spend
the entire semester attempting to prove that God could not exist.
His students were always afraid to argue with him because of his sharp
mind and his iwpeccable logic. For twenty years he had taught this class and
no one had ever had the rourage to go up against him. Oh ••• sure, some had
argued in class at times, but no one had ever really gone "one en one" with him.
His reputation on the campus was strong. They say that at the end of ever,y
semester on the last day he would say to his class of 300 or more students, "If
there i.s anyone who still believes in God, stand upl"
And in twenty years, no one had ever stood up for they knew what he was
going to do next. They knew what he was going to say •••
"Because anyone who does believe in God is a fool. If
God existed, He could stop this piece of chalk from
hitting the ground and breaking. Such a simple task
to prove that He is God, and yet He can't do itl"
And every year, he would then drop the chalk on the tile floor of the classroom and it would shatter into many pieces. The students could do nothing but
stop and stare. Most of the students by this time were pretty convinced that
the professor was right. Perhaps a number of believers had slipped through the
course, but for twenty years, they had been too afraid to stand up and go "one
on one" with the professor.
Well •••• a few years ago they say that there was a freshman who happened
to enroll in the class. A devout Christian, he had heard the stories about the
professor and he had to take the class because it was one of the required
courses for his major and he was afraid. But for three months that semester
he would say his prayers and attend the class, hoping that he would have the
courage to stand up and speak out if he felt challenged. He felt his faith was
strong enough and that whatever was said or done, he'd be able to stand ftMM.
THE STCRY CONTINUES

Finally the day at the end of the senester came and
the professor said, "If there is anyone here who
still believes in God, stand upl" The professor and all the students looked
at this young man as he slowly stood up at the back of the roam. The professor
in a loud voice said,
"You fooU If God existed, He could keep this piece
of chalk from breaking when it hits the ground. •••"
And with that he preceded to drop the chalk ••• but as he did, it slipped out of
his fingers, off his shirt cuff, onto the pleats of his pants, down his leg and
off his shoe on to the floor and as it hit the floor, it simply rolled away ••••
unbroken. And the professor's jaw dropped as he stared at the chalk. He looked
up at the young man and then quickly left the lectur hall ••• feeling very
uncomfortable and ernbarrased and at a loss for wardsl
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This young man who had stood up walked fo~nard to the front of the room
and bent over and picked up the piece of chalk. His classmates were very
quiet and something in him prompted him to speak and to share words of his
faith in God, in a God who had made Himself known to him through the Bible
and through the life and love of Jesus. They listened and macy believed.
GIVING THANKS TO GOD

In today' s scripture passage, St. Paul prays that
you and I will give thanks to God and since our
national day of Thanksgiving is now upon us, this is a relevant passage for
us to consider.
But as you read these verses, you sense that Paul says very little to us
about a modern celebration of Thanksgiving. There's nothing here about football or turkey trips to grandmother 1 s house. Paul is saying nothing about the
condition of the stock market or modest mortgage.rates or the rate of unemployment ••• things that might be on the minds of people this Thanksgiving season.
He doesn't even say anYthing about full stomachs or warm houses or good friends,
or any of the things that would make it on our thanksgiving list. The on~
item on St. Paul's list is to give thanks for Jesus. Listen to his words:
"He is the image of the invisible God ••• the firstborn over
all creation. For by Him all things were created: things
in Heaven and on earth •••• visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were
cree~.ted by Him and for Him1 He is before all things and in
Him all things hold together. And He is the head of the
body, the church. He is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in everything He might have
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all His fullness
dwell in Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through His blood, shed on the cross."
A little hea~ ••• but if you want to be thankful for samething ••• different •••
from the usual things for which we are thankful, try being thankful far Jesus,
for without Him we wouldn't be here today.

DELIVERED FROM THE DOMINION OF DARKNESS

And this, too. Be thankful that
you have been delivered from the
"dominion of darkness". "The dominion of darkness" •••• again a bit heavy, but
those are Paul's words, not mine. And who knows •••

Perhaps there is someone present this morning who has been under the
"dominion of darkness". If you have ever lived under the oppressive influence
of alcohol or drugs, you know then what it is to be under the "dominion of
darkness". or, if you have ever been caught in a situation where your dignity
as a child of God has been demeaned or diminished, then you know what it is to
be under the dominion of darkness. Or, if you have ever deliberately done
anything to another person that was mean, cruel or ugly, then you, too, know what
it is to be under this dominion of darkness. It may have been an unwise relationship or lifestyle that brought you into the world of dark shadows ••• but something
may have caused you at some time in your life to be less than you can be.
I came across a story about a teenage young woman who was under this
dominion of darkness.
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Her mother and father had divorced and she had become more and more
rebellious. Late one night the police arrested her for drunken driving. ~·1om
had to go to the police station to pick her up. They didn't speak until the
next afternoon. Mom broke the tension by giving her troubled daughter a small
gift-wrapped box. The daughter opened it rather nonchantl,y and found a little
rock inside of it. She rolled her eyes and said, "Hey, cute, mom ••• but what's
i t for?" "Read the card" said her mother. Her daughter took the card out of
the envelope and read it. Tears started to trickle down her cheeks. She got
up and lovingly hugged her mom as the card fell to the floor. 1-fritten on the
~ard were these words:
"Thi.s rock is more than 200,000,000 years old. And
that's how long it will take before I give up on youl"
Paul, in writing to the Colossians, has this line.

~ from darkness". Just what does he mean. Well, this

"Christ has redeemed
I believe is t·. e of

more of us than we sometimes realize. Just because you have never been an
addict or an adulterer, doesn't mean that Christ has not raised you ••• lifted
you •••• brought you up and out of the dominion of darkness. A~ time there is
darkness in our hearts, the seeds for wrong doing are but waiting to be sown.
For rna~ of us, I believe it may have been our commitment to Christ that has
caused us to walk and kept us on the "straight and norrow". When temptation
has reared its head, we turned aside and remembered ••• JESUS. And looking
back, we can say, "Thank you, Lord •••• thank you, very much: Thank you for
delivering me from the darkness within even before it became a stumbling block
in my life."
BROUGHT INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD'S SON

But back one more time for a look
at Paul's wards to the Colossians.
Not only have we been brought out of darkness, but we have been brought into
the Kingdom of God's Son. And friends, this is where we now live. We live
among God's people. We live in an atmosphere of hope and of affirmation and
of love. Never forget that. Thank God for that. Let's hear an "Amen" 1
Stanley Newberg died at the age of e1. Uo0n his death, he bequeathed his
estate of more than five and a half million to the government of the United
States. His will stated:
"It is my expression of deep gratitude for living in this
kind of govermnent ••• notwithstanding its inequities •••• "
You and I are thankful that we are residents of this free country. It is
one of the free gifts that has been granted to us for which we ought to say
"thank you" each and every day. But in our hearts and mind, remember, too,
that we are citizens of another country •••• a country without walls or borders
or dividers of a~ kind. It is the Kingdom of our Lord, Jesus ••• a country in
which there is room for every human being on the face of this earth.
And just as there are benefits to living in this great country, so, too •••
there are some amazi~~ benefits from being citizens in the Kingdom of God. As
residents of Christ's Kingdom, we have the security of knowing that at the very
heart of the universe we are loved. We are forgiven. We are accepted. There
is a life beyond this. We have so much for which to be thankful and this is
why we gather here like this ench week. To say 11 Thanks 11 to God for all He's done
for each of us. Right?
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Jermaine~on

I recently read about two friends,
and Michelle
Stevens, who get together three times a month fo what they call a "gratitude
lunch". And with gnod reason for Washington donated a kidney to Stevens, wham
he described as "just a friend". They met at work where they used to have lunch
together.
One day Michelle wept as she spoke about waiting on a kidney donor list
for 11 months. She was being sustained by kidney dialysis, but she suffered
from chroni fatigue and blackouts and was plag~ed constantly by joint pain.
Because Jermaine Washington couldn't stand the thought of watching his friend
die, he gave her one of his kidneys. I suppose that when you've got something
great for which to be thankful, having a "gratitude lunch" is a fine way, a
great way to celebrate.
CLOSING THOUGHTS

I'd like to think that this worshiP service today is
our "gratitude lunch". Think about it. Be thankful
that ~re have a Friend who is always with us, a Friend who loves us and who
will never forsake us. Paul put i t this way ••• this "Friend" has,
"Rescued us from the dominion ot darkness
and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son
He loves, in whom we have redemption an:l
the forgiveness of sins".
Th that, we can say "thank you". Even if this has not been the best year we
have ever had, we still say "tha:u~ you". For our gratitude does not depend
upon external circumstances, but upon a love that has come to us from God
through the life, the teachings, the love of Jesus Christ.
The year was 1636. Amid the darkness and death and destruction of the
Thirty Year's War, a German pastor b.'' the name of Martin Rinkart, is said to
have buried five thousand of his parishioners in one year - an average of
15 a day. His parish was ravaged by v.rar, by death, by destructton and by
economic disaster. In the heart of that darkness, with the cries of fear
outside his study window, he sat down and penned a table grace for his
children, some words that were later set to music and iihich we shall join
togehter in singing in a moment or tuo.
"Now thank we all our God, with hearts and hands and voices;
Who wondrous things hath done, In whom His world rejoices.
14ho, from our mother's arms, Hath blessed us on our way,
With countless gifts of love and still is ours today".
Friends, let those words and music, be our prayer this day as
depart and go our separate ways ••••

~re

now

ANTHEM:

"The Heart Worships"

"Silence in Heaven, silence on earth,
silence within!
Thy hush, 0 Lord, o'er all
the world covers the din.
I do not fear to speak of Thee in mortal
kind, yet to all Thy namelessness I am not
blind. Only I need and kneel again Thy touch
to win.
Silence in Heaven, silence on earth,
silence within!"
ANTHEM:

"Sing Unto the Lord"

"Sing unto the Lord, sing unto the Lord
a new song, a new song!
Sing unto the Lord
a new song! Sing unto the Lord, for He hath
done marvelous things; unto the Lord, sing
unto the Lord!
Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all
the earth: sing unto the Lord with the voice
of a psalm. Let the sea roar and the fullness
there in, the world, and they that dwell there
in, the world, and they that dwell there in;
let the floods clap their hands, let the hills
sing before the Lord!
Sing unto the Lord,
sing unto the Lord a new song."
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - is played after the
Benediction.
Time permitting, we invite
you to share in the beauty of it.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Lucie Maeve McCarthy, infant daughter of
Ann Kilbride McCarthy and Dan McCarthy, is
being presented for Christian Baptism this
morning.
Lucie Maeve was born May 1, 1998.
THANK YOU
Yesterday's Christmas Fair was a great
success. We thank all of the many people
who were actively involved in it and a very
special word of appreciation goes to Lynn w.
Tucker, Fair Chair, and Julie Klein, this
year's Co-chair. Proceeds from the Fair go
to help our community concerns.
CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE
Christmas cards are available at the
coffee hour again today and also next Sunday. Take a look at the many cards that
are available. Place an order with Julie
Klein.
NEXT SUNDAY
Next Sunday we shall have the opportunity to welcome Michael Reaves to the pulpit
of our church. A third year seminarian at
Drew Theological School, Michael and his
wife Susan, also a third year seminarian~
are sharing this year in the life and ministry of our church.

FOR THOSE WHO SING
HANDEL'S MESSIAH
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held on Sunday morning at 9:30 in the downstairs Choir Room. Now's a good time to
join as we move into the Christmas season.

The Oratorio Society of New York under
the direction of Dr. Lyndon Woodside will
present Handel's Messiah at Carnegie Hall
on Thursday evening, December 17, at 8 pm.

THE DEDICATION OF PLEDGES
DEDICATION SUNDAY
MINISTER:
In the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, we dedicate these gifts to Christian worship.
PEOPLE: We dedicate them to the unfinished
tasks of the Church of Jesus Christ
through evangelism and Christian education; through philanthropy and social
justice and international good will.
MINISTER: We dedicate them in loving memory
of all those who have gone before us,
and of all whose hearts and hands have
faithfully served this Church since its
founding in 1837; with deep gratitude
and with great affection for loyal comrades
who have made with us this spiritual
journey; and with hope for those who
shall walk this way in days to come.
MINISTER AND PEOPLE: We dedicate them to
the glory of God, our Father, in honor
of Jesus Christ, our living Lord: and
in praise of the Holy Spirit, the
source of light and life. And we, the
people and ministers of this Church,
do here and now re-dedicate ourselves,
with our gifts to the worship of God
in this place and to the establishment
of His Kingdom among people everywhere.
For His is the power and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Today is Dedication sunday and how appropriate that we dedicate our gifts and our
pledges of financial support as we celebrate
Thanksgiving! For indeed, God has richly
blessed us all in many ways.
Our 1999 Financial Canvass is providing
us with the opportunity to worship, to serve,
to give thanks and to rejoice through our
giving.
Our thanks to all who have already made
a pledge of financial support and sent it in,
or perhaps made a gift for the work of the
Church in 1999. Many members and friends
have already responded and we are deeply
grateful.
How true it is that "he gives
twice who gives promptly!" We invite you to
participate and experience the joy that comes
from such a personal commitment.
Present to bring us up to date on how
the 1999 Canvass is progressing is Bjorn
Hanson, a member of the Finance Committee and
a Trustee-elect of the Church. Our goal is
$205,000 and 250 pledges. As of Friday, the
20th of November, we had already received
78 pledges totalling $66,311. Thank you.
LOOKING AHEAD
New members will be received into the
Church on December 6th. Persons interested
in strengthening a tie with the Church this
Fall are invited to share word of their
interest with either Mr. Clarke or Mr. Reaves.
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SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT
Novembe r 22, 1998
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A.

M.

"Rhosymedre"
ORGAN
Vaughan Williams
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 694 "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come"
(seated)
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of our life, we confess in company with
one another and before You, that we are wayward
and less than faithful servants. We have loved
things and used people; remembered slights and
forgotten kindnesses; called on You in trouble
and ignored You at other times; praised You in
word and fail e d You in deed; allowed the present
age to mould us and left untapped the power of the
age to come. Deal with us after Your mercy for
we are sorry for our sins and earnestly seek Your
pardon through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER
***
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
HYMN
(see Insert)
***
"The Heart Worships"
ANTHEM
Holst
Colossians 1: 1 - 17
SCRIPTURE
Page 1026
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"Sing Unto The Lord A New Song"
McAfee
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
LITANY OF DEDI CATION OF PLEDGES
(Insert)
HYMN NO. 1 31 "We Gather Together"
SERMON
"Thanks For All You've Done"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 1 02 "Now Thank We All Our God"
BENEDI CTION
"Fanfare"
ORGAN
Charpentier
*** Int e rval f o r Ushering

LAY READER
We welcome Betty Ann Hunt to the lectern today.
A
native of Memphis, and a graduate of Memphis State
University with a Master's degree in Music, Betty Ann,
an actress, recently returned to NYC from a six month
tour performing the role of Dolly in Hello, Dolly, and
Rose, in Gypsy.
A member of both the choir and the
Membership Committee, Betty Ann joined the church in 1995.
ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are given by Natividad
Miranda and family in memory of parents and loved ones.
GREETERS, USHERS AND ACOLYTE
The greeters for today are Walter Spencer and Stacey
Staaterman.
The ushers are Walter Spencer, Jill Gray,
Beverly Judge, Nancy Trespasz and Joyce Williams.
Today's
acolyte is Dunia Rosetta Rkein.
AN INVITATION
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. All are invited to share in these
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today by
Jane Chaney, Ken Borgeson, Elizabeth Callahan, Janet
Jacobson, Linda Hutcherson, Jean Laupus and John Oates.
CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE
Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday morning from ten-thirty to twelve.
Nursery care
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 9:30
in Fellowship Hall. Michael Reaves is class leader. The
book of First Timothy is currently being studied.

