
The Appeal of His 
Unders t dilding 

He knew what was in 
man. He had human sym
pathy and understanding 
- no one ever lived who 

had such an intimate knowledge of the human 
heart as He. Gould plumb its hidden deeps. 
Could analyse inner motives. Knew secret 
thoughts of men. Could diagnose every hu
man spiritual disease and moral failure. 

Men knew there could be no concealment 
in His presence. ~et how tender and under
standing He was. He did not excuse sin
He did not condemn men for their failures; 
but He kindled hope in their hearts and 
taught them what they might becoma. In His 
treatment of persons there was infinite 
tenderness and pity. He understood. Jesus 
knew life - knew it in all its heights and 
depths; in all its beauty and in all its 
ugliness and depravity. He knew the human 
heart. 

And there were many who came to an un
derstanding w1 th Jesus. People w1 th heavy 
loads, weary tasks. People who had last the 
way; faces etched w1 th fine lines of care · 
and struggle. And Jesus understood them -
knew of their moral and physical stresses 
and strains. He knew and they knew he knew 

'110 be understood - that,' s our great 
need - can go through anything if we know 
that we are understood. And this is where 
Jesus becomes significant to us. He under
stands us - better than we understand our
selves. Knew what was in rmn; was in all 
points tempted like as we are. All points. 
~an sit down and tell Him all about it and 
in His eyes would be sympathy and under
standing. "Temptations are many; road is 
hard. l know, my son, my daughter. From 
now on life is going to be different." -:1-

So, back to ~hrist the 0entral .l!'igure 
of the Ages we come - we must come. 'l'here 
is our universal and our personal Hope. 



"CHRIST - CENTRAL FIGURE OF THE AGES" 

Second Sunday in Advent. Our pilgrim
age brings us nearer Bethlehem. An ancient 
custom of lighting candles during Advent -
a symbol of increasing light as we near 
the focus of all Ghrist ian thoughts and 
hopes. May that be true as W3 journey. 

~ast week 1 quoted three sources -
three tributes to &~esus the vhrist. 1Vlay 1 
quote them in brieg once more 'I Lecky and 
Renan and ~rightman. And to these tributes 
to Him may 1 add that of John R. Mott -
intimately associated for years with the 
Y. .M.C.A. and volunteer student Movement for 
..l!'oreign Missions. u-rand old man recently 
awarded the ~obel Peace Prize. 1n 1931 at 
St. Andrews, John ~. Mott expressed faith 
that had sustained him and paid this trib
ute to his roaster and Lord. 

Article in "Christian Advocate" about 
this man provides me with title of sermon. 
Also leaves us with the question : How can 
we account for the centrality of Jesus -
wbat makes Him the central figure of ages? 
Wherein is the appeal of Jesus? Want to 
make three suggestions as to that appeal. 

The Appeal of a Baby What an appeal a 
baby has - twining 
it self into one's 

very heart and inmost emotions. Abnormal 
and unnatural the person who is not be
sieged by the sweetness and innocence of 
childhood. Brings sheer loveliness as well 
as hope into our prosaic and unromantic 
adult mrld. A child can lift us from our 
adult self-consciousness and lead us to al
most complete forgetfulness of self. Saw 
that happen recently at wedding reception. 
A child toddled across the floort 



'l'he soft light from a stable door 
Lies on the midnight land; 
The Wise men's star burns evermore, 
Over all desert sands. 

unto all the peoples of the earth 
A little child brought light; 
And never in the darkest place, 
Can it be utter night. 

No flickering torch, no wavering fire, 
But Light the Life of men; 
Whatever clouds may veil the skies, 
Never is night again. 

- Lilian Cox 

There's a song in the air! There's 
a star in the sky! 

There's a mother's deep prayer and 
a baby's low cry! 

And the star rains its fire while 
the beautiful sing, 

For the nanger of Bethlehem cradles 
a King 
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And through the ages , men and v.umen, 
boys atmd girls, little children, the de
vout of the centuries, have knelt before 
the manger cradle of the Child Jesus. And 
some of us, parents, are reminded of that 
sacramental moment when we held our very 
own child in our arms. No W>nder then, 
that men we pass into that stable and see 
that Babe, a hush falls upon our spirit 
and tears are never tar away. Lilian Cox. 

Surely, it is not mere coincidence 
that the center of the stage in the mean
ingful pageantry of Christmas should be oc
cupied by a child - The Child. And we 
have the feeling that humble sheherds and 
men who were wise, were right in responding 
to the inarticulate but melting appeal of 
childhood. And somehow we feel that- there 
is no hope for our world except in that 
Child - and in our becoming "as little 
children" in terms of childlike trust and 
sheer out-going goodwill. 

M, tbe Baby al!ld the :manger were a 
part, indeed a central part of that first 
Christmas -and the mother's deep prayer 
and the baby's low cry, charm our hearts 
am are a part of the strange appeal of 
Jesus to the hearts of men through ages. 

The Appeal of the Something more that holds 
Universal men's attention and men's 

hearts. Appeal of the 
universal. Universality. 

Universality about all great elements of 
life - the sorrow, the love, the pain, the 
tears, tbe hopes. And Jesus is just as uni
versal as these elemental experiences. :X-

Universal aspect about the geography 
of His life. 150 by 50 and the meeting 
place of three great continents. Part of 
Mediterranean world - middle of the earth. 
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Asia in the persons of the Wise Men came 
to His birth. Africa in the person of Si
mon of Cyrena carried His Cross. Pilate 
representated Europe and sentenced Him to 
be crucified. And as He hung upon Cross 
there was placed at His head an inscrip
tion written in Hebrew, Latin and Greek. 

His teaching bad the universal mark. 
He spoke of salt and light. Salt of a 
high and stern morality. Light and flash 
of truth. One Hebrew the other Greek. His 
invitation was universal - "Come unto Me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden". 

Combined practical and mystical. We 
of practical western civilzation, we who 
like to see things done and results accom
plished, like the picture of Jesus cleans
ing the Temple. Mark says He took a vdlip 
of cords. Orient with its mysticism and 
its eternal suffering through the ages , 
would dwell on Gospel according to John -
would remember how Jesus fainted on road 
to Calvary. 

Combined authority with humility. And 
there is a difficult combination. For men 
grow arrogant with power and are seduced. 
But He spake as one with authority. There 
was spiritual authority - words slipped 
pastcUlle defences of men's minds and touch
ed them to the quick. At same time there 
was humility. "After supper He took a tow
el and girded Himself and washed disciple's 
feet :' 

He had universal appeal. And it will 
take all races to fully interpret Him. lt 
will take all races to paint His picture -
we of the practical west can pa.int those 
hands, supple in service; His shoulders by 
Africa burden bearers; His feet by trudg
ing mill ions of China; His eyes by lndia 
that has seen and known so much suffering. 
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C9leansing Vower 

W HILE an ever-increasing number of people all over 

the world are joined in reading the Bible someone 

is sure to ask: "Well, what good does it do?" 

One answer might be that of an old Christian lady to a 

scoffer who twitted her about wasting her time reading "that 

old Book." She maintained staunchly that it made her a bet

ter woman. 

"But do you remember what you read?" asked he. 

"Not much of it," she answered calmly. "But come, let 

me show you something," she continued as she led him to a 

window. She pointed to the freshly washed clothes, waving 

clean and white in the sunshine. 

"Yesterday," said the old lady, "they were not white, they 

were all soiled. This morning they were washed. There is no 

water left in them, but they are clean and white." 

The serious minded Bible reader will make an effort to 

remember what he reads. Sometimes it may be very little. But 

two things rarely fail to happen to him who reads: he cannot 

escape the application of the Word to himself; he sees more 

clearly his own sinfulness. On the other hand, he also, and 

just as surely, comes face to face with Him who came to 

"seek and to save that which was lost." 

Where this happens the cleansing power of the Gospel is 

at work. By the grace of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, 

the reader shall in the eyes of God be "whiter than snow." 

18e Still and :Ado1re 
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Grace L. Gifford 
Church Secretary 

Lewis Cunning, Sexton 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP - SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

ORGAN PRELUDE - 11 Dies Irae11 

INTROIT - 11 Let all mortal Flesh keep silence11 

INVOCATION - By the minister 

Purvis 
Picardy 

HYMN 119 - 11 Brightest and best of the sons of the morn:-
ing11 Mor~ing Star 

SURSUM CORDA: 
Minister: The Lord be with. you. 

People: And with thy spirit. 
Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

People : We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Minister: Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 

People: It is meet and right so to do. 
DOXOLOGY ~To be sung by all 

* 
RESPONSIVE READING -48th Sunday; page 616 
GLORIA P.h.TRI - To be sung by all 
APOSTLESt CREED -To be said by all 

* 
SCRIPTURE LESSON - Revelation 5 
SOLO - "He hath regarded" - from "The Magnificat 
PASTORAL PRh.YER :: LORD'S PR.hYER 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - 11 Behold, a Rose is Blooming 11 Brahms 
OFFERTORY i.NTHEM - 11~/ha t of the Night11 Thompson 
HYMN 120 - "We may not climb the heavenly steeps" Seren-

ity 
SERMON - "CHRIST - CENTRA.L FIGURE OF THE AGES" 

HY:MN 89 - "Joy to the worldt the Lord is come" Antioch 
BENEDICTION :: CHORAL AMEN 
ORGAN POSTLUDE. - "Sa vi our of the Heathen, Come'' Bach 
* Interval for Ushering 

WE VJE LCOME 1~ LL VIS I TORS TODi•Y 

10:30 

10:30 
11:00 
11:55 

6:00 

7:30 

DECEMBER I , 1 94 6 - CALE TDAR l<'OR 'TODAY 

Morning Worship; Second Sunday in Advent. Sermon , 
11 Christ- Central Figur e of the Ages 11 • 

Church-time Nursery for small children 
Primary and Junior Church. 
Church School. Everyone invited. Men particular
ly are wvlcomed to the Everyman's Class with Mr . 
Clarke as the teacher. 
Youth Fel10wship with Miss Gensemer at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Fear. Discussion leader will be 
Phil Clarke . Business meeting will follow. 
Union Evening Service at Kingsbor Presbyterian 
Church with the Rev. Hanford D. Wright preaching . 

The alta.~ flowers today are given by Mrs. Wesley Jones i n 
memory of husband and daughter, Jessie , and by Mrs. J·ohn 
Hagar in memory of husband and daughter, Ma ry. 

THRO UGH THE WEEK AT FREMCNT 

MONDAY 6:00 Co·uncil of Churchesr dinns;r and meeting . 
7:30 Boy Scouts meet i n the church. 

TUESDAY ~ E.F.~. Christmas Party a t the church. 
6:30 Wern er Worker Christmas Party and dinner. 
8:00 Anna. Mosher Cla ss Christmas Party at t he 
home of Mrs. Roy Van Arnam. Grab Bag . 

WEDNESD.b.Y 2 :30 Yfeekday School; gra des 4, 5 and 6. 
7:30 INAUGURA. TION OF VIS UAL EDUCJ:.. TION PROGRAM . 
Presentation of sound film "Spirit of God". The 
service will be held in the sanctuary; everyone 
invited. Offering will be taken. 

THURSDJ:..Y 6:30 Epworth Workers Christmas Pa rty at church ,. 
6:30 Berean Christmas Pa rty with Miss J,lic e 
Dav1s,. 359 North :W.Jain Street. 
8:00 Venner Class meets with Albert Marsh. 
"8:00 Final "Messiah11 rehearsal - important. 
'8"'iiO YOUNG COUPLES CLUB Christmas Party at the 
home of Dale and Marion Downer, 23 Fourth Ave •• 

FRIDAY 11 :00 and l :00 Weekday School; grades 7 to 9. 
6:30 Douglass Class covered dish at the church . 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC - ALL REHE.:,RS.t.LS J,.S USU.i,.L ·THIS WEEK --- ·- ,-·--


