
"VYHAT A COMMUNIST CAN TEACH A CHRISTIAN" 

INTRODUCTION Several months ago there appeared an article in the 
New York Times magazine section which, in turn, re

ferred to another article that had appeared in a Peking magazine 
which stated flatly that believers in Communism cannot share any kind 
of human relationshin with those who do not believe in Communism, even 
when a person's own parents are involved. The article made it quite 
clear that when a person becomes a member of the Communist Party he 
ceases to be a member of any other group that is not affiliated with 
the Party, even though that group be his own family. The article·waa 
written and sponsored by young Chinese intellectuals in Peking · 
University, and they justified their position by saying that motherly 
love is a "bourgeois concept" and that it has no nlac'e in the new 
society • 

. A statement like that goes against the very grain of your nature. 
You can feel your blood begin to boil and you say to yourself, "Mother 
love - a bourgeois sentiment - a bourgeois concept? Why sometimes it 
is the closest thing we know on earth to the love of God!" 

Try to imagine now that you met one of these young Chinese in
tellec·tual a face to face, and made your protest to him in person. Sup
nose he should reply by asking you this question: "What about the 
words of your own Christ - those that appear in St. Luke's Gospel. 
'If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother, 
his own wife and children, brothers and sisters, yea, and even his own 
life, he crannot be my disciple'. What do you make of that? 11 What 
would you say? You'd probably gulp and be flustered. If and when 
r.ou finally rallied yourself you might go on and explain to him that 
'hate" in this particular context doesn't really mean hate. The 
scholars tell us that it is a translation of an Aramic word which 
means to ~love less 11

• You might point out to him that Matthew in 
his Gospel really came closer to what Jesus meant when he wrote, 
"He that loveth his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me". 

You might also go on to point out other things th~t Jesus said 
and did that take the sting out of these demanding words. For instance, 
he made the father-son relationship the symbol of the God-man relation
ship and thereby showed how dee';ly he appreciated the love between 
parent and child. He blessed little' children and said that anyone 
who harmed a little child might be,tter have a millstone placed around 
his neck and be dropped into the depths of the sea. The chances are 
that you would do your best and think of everything you could that 
would have bearing on this that would help to modify and clarify these 
words of Jesus. But when all is said and done, you could not honestly 
get away from the faC>t that for Jesus the Kingdom of God came first 
and everyt}Jing else was subordinate to it. Everything else - including 
families. 

THE RECKLESS CHRIST This encounter with the Chinese student might 
lead you to look into the matter further 

and if you were willing to take off your 20th century glasses and 
really look at our Lord, you would see in him a man who in many ways 
was rec,lfless. Reckless, that is, in the dictionary sense of the 
word -. utterly careless of the consequences of action". He was 
committed to one thing and that one thing was to do the will of God 
and the will of God for him was the revelation of God's sovereignity 
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in love. To this he was absolutely committed. For instance, if 
hie own family thought he had lost his mind and gone mad (which they 
probably thought at times), they would have to think it and he would 
take the consequences. If the town thought he was a glutton and a 
drunk (because at times he associated with such), they would have to 
think it and he would take the consequences. If the religious leaders 
thought him to be a menace to Judaism and took steps to get rid of 
him, they would have to do it and he would take the consequences. 

It seems to me that there are two words which you can never use 
to describe Jesus- one is "cautious" and the other' is "prudent". You 
cannot think of him as a cautious or prudent person. Bold, perhaps, 
daring, adventurous, but not cautious, calculating or prudent. As a 
matter of fact, there was a fine recklessness about him- a willing
ness to act in scorn of the consequences. This was the despair of his 
parents. It was the disgust of the religious leaders, and ultimately, 
of course, the destruction of his own life. This, I think you 
would see if you looked at him and looked honestly. 

And then too, you would also see (and this perhaps would be 
harder for you to face) that he made some rather reckless demands 
on his followers. He saw two young fisherman who were working in 
their father's business. Their fisherman father had brought them 
up in the business and now he was getting ready to steu out of it -
to retire. He was going to turn it over to his sons. Jesus saw 
these two young men and wanted them as apprentices for the Kingdom. 
He asked them to leave their business and their family and follow 
him. On other accasion, when one man whom he had asked to follow 
him wanted to go home first and bury his father, he said - "Let the 
dead bury their dead, but you go and proclaim the Kin~dom of God". 
And when another volunteered to follow him, he said: Foxes have 
holes and birds of the air have their nests, but the Son of Man has 
no place to lay his head". 

As you read what he taught and said very carefully, as if for 
the Vefy first time, you realize that he left them no loopholes at 
all. 'If your right handu he said, "gets in the way when you are 
trying to work for the kingdom, cut it off n. "If you have an enemy 
love him~" "If you are asked to go one mile, go two!" ' 

You and I fa:tl to realize that Jesus demanded a primary and' 
undivided allegiance of those first young followers. Everything else 
in tbetr lives had to be put second to the Kingdom. And the astra
ordinary thing is that he got it. He got, in most instances, what 
he asked for. James and John, those two young fishermen, left their 
father and followed him. Peter and John went to jail over and over 
again because they refused to keep still and not tell the neople 
about him. Stephen felt so strongly about this movement of which 
Jesus was the master that he prayed as men stoned him to death. Paul 
went from city to city all over the Mediterranean world virtually at 
the point of a bayonet. 

In other words, men responded to the recklessness of Jesus with 
a recklessness almost equal to his own. There was something heroic 
in him that appealed to something equally heroic in them, and they 
rose to it. They responded to his recklessness with a recklessness 
almost equal to his own. This, mind you, is how Christianity got 
started. 
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LOOKING AT OURSELVES Suppose now we look at ourselves as honestly 
as.we can. I am going to speak for you be

causa you have placed me in the position of being your minister. 
When I look at Jesus and consider the recklessness of his life and 
the reckless demands that he made on his followers and the way th'1t 
they responded to his demands, I say this that we have lost that 
sniri t of rec·kle sene se. I think that we have eubeti tuted for that 
f~ist recklessness of Christianity of Christianity a sweet and some
what ineffective reasonableness. 

For one thing, we have tried to make the teachings of Jesus · · 
reasonable and inoffensive. Take one or two examnles. He said, "Take 
no thought for the morrow, for the morrow shall take thought for the 
things of itself". We say- why that's not reasonable- nobody can 
live on that basis. You have to maka plans and look out for yourself. 
so~:we say, "Trust in God, by all means; but be sure you have a little 
eomethi~ in reserve 11 He said, 11Love your enemtl!e~ 11 But· we say -
why that s not practical, not reasonable. It's not possible, not 
even thinkable. Why to love our enemies would mean our own destruction. 
So we say, 11 He didn't really expect us to love our enemies. It' e a 
sweet sounding ideal. Nice to hear on a Sunday morning, but let's 
get on with building up our atomic" stock-pile". 

You can go right on down the line through his teaching and see 
how we have tried to tame 1 t and scale it down until it fit e the 
dimensions of our contemporary pattern of life. 

Not only have we made his teaching reasonable, but we have tried 
to make hie life reasonable. The New Testament Christ was a Christ 
who did wonders. He made the sick people well; he made the blind 
see; he raised the dead; he stopped the storm; he multiplied the 
food. We say, this isn't reasonable, this doesn't fit into our 
scientific pattern and knowledge. So we have slowly reduced the 
dimensions of his life making him into nothing more than a good man 
a gentle pract1cn1oner who. went about doing good, calming frazzled 
nerves of anxious people, and who like ourselves had a difficult 
time of it. For many, Christ is no longer God who came among men 
in the form of a man, moving among them with majesty and the nower 
of the Infinite. We can't take it; it doesn't fit our intellegenc·e; 
we have to make it reasonable. 

But even more important I suppose is that we have made reasonable 
responses to his reckless demands. If this is going to hit ~orne, 
we're are going to have to make it spec·ific. This is what I'm going 
to do now for a moment or two. Take these as samulee of our reasonable 
reenonse and see if it has meaning for you. 

Here is a fine woman brought up in the Christian Church. She 
knows, as I do, that going to church is not the sum and substance of 
the Christian faith, but that you can't be a Christian if you are 
cut off permanently from the Christianity Community, any more than 
you can be well educated and not go to school. She knows this. She
is married to a man who never goes to church; has no interest. in it 
at all, is critical of it, so she doesn't bother to go either, except 
~n those rare occasions and she says in justification of her action -
c·Why my duty is to my husband; my first duty is to stay home on a 
~·unday morning - be with him, get him his breakfast". I wonder if 
that's what Jesus would say. It is hard for us to hear, but Jesus, 
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I think, would say, "Your first duty is not to ~our husband. Your 
first duty is to God, and to the worship of God1 

Ofl here is a man who says, "I work hard all week. I spend all 
of my energy on my job, and I consider that job to be an imryortant 
contribution to the well being of society. When the weekend ~omes, 
I take off to the country and there renew my energies. There s no 
time or ooportunity to do anything about the Christian faith. I 
believe my first duty is to my work - to see to it that I'm rested and 
ready to return to it on Monday morning". Jesus would say, as hard 
as it is to hear "Your first duty is not to your work. Your first 
duty is to the Klngdom of God on earth, and that is more important 
than any work you will ever do~" 

Or here's a woman who is chaf'ing under the frictions of married 
life, and certainly no one more than a clergyman realizes how real 
those frictions can be and how impossible it is to make any general 
statement about them in public. But she says something like this: 
"I want to keep my family together. I'd do anything to accomplish 
this, but my first duty is to myself. I have a right to be happy, 
to find happiness and self-fulfillment and if I can't find it tn 
the present relationship, then perhaps we should terminiate it 1 

Jesus would say, as hard as it is to hear, "Your first duty is not to 
yourself. Your first duty is to the larger interests involved and 
to the children in that home, and until you ~ee where your first duty 
is, none of these other duties will ever JDe fulfilled. Until a 
wife sees that her first and ultimate duty is not to her husband, she 
will never do her real duty to her husband. Until a man sees that 
his ultimate duty is not to his work, he will never do his real duty 
by his work. 

CONCLUSION The conclusion of all this, and it's not the kind of 
conclusion that I like a sermon to come - I should 

like to be more definite and helpful in the way of specific suggestions 
of things you can do - but the general conclusion is this: if ever 
there was a t-ime when we needed to recover the lost recklessness of 
our faith, this is the time. We have made our religion reasonable, 
draining it of every drop of fire and pssion. We have taken a religion 
that is rooted in sacrifice and demand and absolute loyalty, and 
made it into a. reli~'on of safety, security and convenience. 
Reasonable Christians have very little to offer a world that may 
destroy itself at any moment. 

You may wonder - what can we do. We can do something. What we 
can do is to begin with one area in our life where we have made, or 
been tempted to make, a reasonable compromise and say to ourselves -
11 I am going to be reckless about this for once in my life. I am 
go1n~ out on a limb for once in my life - for Christ and his way of 
life • I am not suggesting that you leave home, or walk out on 
your job, or even love the Russians. But I should like to have you 
see where and how we as Christian peODle have fallen short, and to 
take some one thing that you can do without caution or prudenc·e, but 
recklessly, as it were for the sake of Christ. Begin with the people 
~eare at you, and the nearest of all is yourself. I have the feeling 
ettat if every person in this church this morning did one thing this 
Neek in this spirit, that it wouldn't be long before we would begin 
~o feel the differe·nce. 
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Then you could say to your Communist friend, "My Christ 
demands of me the same kind of absolute loyalty that communism 
demands of you. Loyalty to my Christ means being loyal to the 
human values for which he gave his life. And the way to be loyal 
to Him is to be loyal is to be loyal to those values." 

LET US PRAY Quicken our minds, 0 God, with the remembrance of 
the heroism of those who in old days went out and 

did great things, not thinking of themselves, nor taking into 
account the consequences. Give us a courage like theirs, so that 
ipto this world whic·h is so near the brink of a great crisis, we 
may bring something of the life and spirit of Jesus· Christ, who is 
our world's greatest hope. Amen 
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
September 10, 1961 

ORDER OF HORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Adagio from 2nd Sonata" Mendelssohn 
"Andante con moto in G Hajor11 Mendelssohn 

CALL TO irJORSHIP 
HTI1N NO. 2 11 Come, Thou almighty King" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Aimighty ·and eternal God, who searches the hearts 
of men; \ve acknowledge and confess that He have sin
ned against thee in thought, "t<tord, and ·deed; that He 
have not loved thee with all our heart and .soul, "t<tith 
all our mind and strength; and that vJe have not loved 
our neighbor as ourselves. Fo~give us our transgres
sions, and help us to amend our ways, and of thine e
ternal goodness direct what we shall be, so that we 
may henceforth walk in the way of thy commandments, 
and do those things 1.vhich are 1-.rorthy in thy sight; we 
aslc this in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and 
Master. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD 1S PRAYER 

RESPONSIVE READING 
GLORIA PATRI 
APOSTLES' CREED 

MattheVJ 10: 34 - 39 
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SCRIPTURE lESSON 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
OFFERTORY SOLO "How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings 11 Jones 

(Mr. J. Riley Kapfer, Bass) 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYNN NO. 255 11Truehearted, wholehearted" 
SERl'10N 11What the Communist Can Teach the Christian" 

HYMN NO. 283 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN 

{Rev. Mr. Clarke) 
"Stand up, stand up for Jesus" 

11Marche Triumphale in E Major" Callaerts 

ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE TODAY 

Or-,·anist: 
Soloist: 
Ushers: 

Greeter: 
Nursery 

Care: 

Mr. Earl Weatherford 
Mr. J. Riley Kapfer 
Mr, Harold Black, r1r. Karl Sundstrom, 
Mr. Dudley Ochsner, 11r. Rick Robinson. 
Mr. Stanley Ward 
Niss Allene Ford, Mrs. Jack Altoonian, 
Miss Cathay Fulger. 

\-JELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 

It has been gratifying to find so many visitors 
in our pews during these summer months~ We want you 
to feel at home here among us and to accept whatever 
privileges and opportunities our Church has to offer 
you. We would encourage you to sign one of our Guest 
Books so that we may have a record of your visit, 

THROUGH THE COMING WEEK AT THE CHURCH 

Several important and interesting meetings are 
scheduled for this coming week. This evening the 
Officers of the Young Adult Fellowship will hold a 
planning meet:ing. {Seven o'clock). On Tuesday eve
ning, September 12th, the Fisherman's Club will come 
together for a dessert meeting at seven in the fourth 
floor lo\Ulge. On 1tfednesday afternoon at two o 1 clock, 
the Nurse~ School Committee will be meeting. And at 
seven oiclock the Choir will hold an important re
hearsal. Thursday evening, the Ushers meet in the 
fourth floor lounge for a dessert meeting. 

HONECOliTNG SUNDAY - SEPTEMBER 17th 

Plan to be present next Sunday for our uplifting 
and inspiring Homecoming Service. The choir Hill be 
back in its familiar place, and the delightful coffee 
hour following the service will once again be held. 
Come and bring your friends with youJ 


