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"THE DIFFERENCE EASTER MAKES"
INTRODUCTION

Today is the First Sunday after Easter. By now the Churches
across our land are pretty much back to normal. The services
are back to their usual number and their usual length. The congregations are
back to their normal size. The music and the flowers are the same today as they
are on most Sundays.
Several years ago the Riverside Church didn't have room for all who came
to celebrate Easter. The overflow had to be seated elsewhere in that magnificent
building and I recall that William Coffin apologized on closed circuit television
to those seated elsewhere apart from the sanctuary and suggested that if they
came back a week later that he was certain they would be accomodated in the
main sanctuary.
The world around us looks just about the same as it did the Sunday before .
Easter. Tension continus to erupt in the Near East. Debate continues on a
number of important concerns in Congress. Violence continues to cause loss of
life here in our own city. Things are still the same in South Africa. About
the only thing that's changed as far as you and I are concerned is that we've
paid our taxes and the baseball season is underway.
DEVELOPMENT

So quickly and completely have the world and the Chur <'11 returned
to normal that one might very well ask the question: what
difference did Easter make? Did it make any difference at all? To be sure, it
was a spot of beauty and brightness at the end of a week that had some unstable
weather across our land. It did help to take the chill off of what otherwise
would have been for most people another chilly, cloudy Sunday in New York.
I think we can say that it did give a temporary lift to the spirits of
many people. But ••• did Easter make any real difference in the life of the
Church? Did it make any difference in the life of the world? Or, did it come
and go without leaving any trace of its passing? On the other hand, if we look
hard enough and close enough will we see some sign of its movement across the
waters,:.of life?
FIRST EASTER

Now.before we attempt to deal with that question, perhaps we
first need to ask this question: what difference did the first

Easter make?
Did the events of that first Easter morning cause a great deal of immediate
difference? On the surface, we would have to admit that it really didn't make a
great deal of difference to the world in general.
For instance, Pilate was still the Governor of Judea after Eaater as he
was before, and he went on being Governor for another four or five years.
And Caiphas was still the High Priest and he continued to preside over the rites
of the Temple as he had always done. The Scribes and the Pharisees still held
the reins of the religious life, and they continued to hold them in their rather
rigid and inflexible way. And the Road leading from Jerusalem down to Jericho
was, I dare say, still unsfare for travel after Easter as it had been before. The
tax collectors still bled the people whenever and wherever they could. The money
changers were back in business around and inside the tempel. And Rome still ruled
with an intelligent, but irion hand. The Jews still fretted and chafed under that
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rule. And the people ••• i f they ever lmew at all what really happened on Good
Friday soon forgot about it.
But - after having said that ••• v1e must go on and say this that the first
Easter did make a difference -a profound difference, a tremendous difference in the lives of a few people, for it made them realize that what looked like a
failure was not a failure. Somehow, they felt and understood that the things
that seemed to die on Good Friday - things like forgiveness, and hope, and love were more alive than ever before ••• in fact, they were the only things in life
worth living for.
It made them realize in a way that's almost impossible for us to describe •••
it made them realize that love - Christian love - that creative, forgiving,
understanding kind of care for another human being ~ love for a neighbor, for a
friend, for even an enemy was not a lost cause, but a way of lifel
It left a handful of people who would rather die than deny Christ because
they were sure beyond any measure of doubt that death could not destroy Htm. In
a sense, His life was in them. In a way, they were resurrected, too. Jesus had
risen in them. His spirit. His ideas. His way of doing things ••• looking at
things ••• took hold of them and they began to liwe for the things He had lived
for and given His life for. They were ready for anything, and they went out and
lived in the strength of that Spirit - His spirit. They believed that all He
had come to represent •••• in the way of values ••• were alive, vital, at the heart
of all reality. And no matter what the world might say or do, they would go on,
regardless - because they believed, as Paul later was to put it:
"That nothing could separate them from the love of
God revaled in Christ Jesus, Our Lord."
HEART OF THE SERMON

In other words, we could say this - and here we come
to the heart of today's message " the resurrection did
not reform the world. It simply raised up a few people who were willing to
live their lives according to the ideas that Jesus had been sharing and
promoting.
The Resurrection of Jesus did not reform the world. It raised up a
number of people who were willing to live a "Christlike" life - in spite of any
thing or everything the world might say and do. Their number, as you know, has
never been great. But their influence has been strong and powerful. It cannot
be measured and carefully calculated. It's been a quiet, unassuming influence,
percolating, so to speak, into the world and gradually here and there, raising
up people and shaping things in the world more nearly to the shape of Christ's
own life and mind.
KIND OF DIFFERENCE WE CAN EXPECT

This is the kind of difference that we
have a right to expect Easter to make.

And perhaps we need to refleat then for a few moments and ask ourselves this
searching question: what difference did Easter make in our lives. What did it
mean to us, to you? A new outfit, perhaps? A trip to Church? A walk around
the city afterward? Coloring Easter eggs? If that's all id added up to, then
it may mean we're missing the impact of the whole thing.

- 3 Let's take it a bit further and let that wonderful passage of Scripture
from Paul's Letter to the Colossians that Linda read earlier lead us. He
speaks of the "new life in Christ".
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds
on things that are above ••• not on things that
are on earth."

Could you say that your life was "raised" to a higher level because of what took
place in our world last weekend? Did His spirit rise to a new level in your
life?
Are you less jittery, less jealous, less apprehensive, less anxious? Are
you more gentle in the sense that you have under control your hostilities,
your prejudices, more open to others - for he writes us:
"Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised
and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free man, but Christ is all - and in all!"
"Put on then, as God Is chosen ones' holy and
beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience, forbearing one another and,
if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive."

And what about your thoughts - the thoughts that occupy most of your waking
hours. Are they climbing out of some of those ruts and channels they seem to
have settled in to •••• rising to a higher level. More generous, more gentle,
more genuine. What about your behavior? He asks that we put away:
"Fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire and
covetousness •••• anger, wrath, malice, slander and
foul talk from your mouth •••• 11
But Lord, it's so difficult and you ask for so much. I guess it comes
down to this. Are you and I more Christlike in what we say and do becuase of
last weekend.
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek
thQ things that are above •••• where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God."
A DIFFERENCE IN YOU AND ME

Friends, if Easter is to have any impact
upon our world, it will be because it has
first made a difference and had an impact upon our lives • in you and you and
you. We started with this question: what difference did Easter make .in our
world and in the life of the Church. Did it make any difference at all •••• did
i t come and go without leaving any trace in our world?

- 4We have no way of knowing ••• really, but we can be sure of this that the
first Easter made a profound difference in the lives of a few people ••• ordinary people ••• like ourselves and because of that it eventually made a
difference in the world. It holds true today. And this is what we are working for and praying for - that the lives of people will be touched by His
spirit and in meaningful, postive ways be "raised" ••• "lifted" to new levels
of Christlike living.
And Paul adds this word with which I conclude:
"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to whih
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him. 11
LET US PRAY

So may it be, 0 Lord. Let that life that was in Christ Jesus
be in us and let it be radiated from us and through us to other
people. Give us the power and the grace to go out into our world and live as
though Christ were living in us •••• that our world may be raised from death
to life. All in the spirit of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen
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"THE DIFFERENCE EASTER MAKES"
INTRODUCTION

Today is the First Sunday after Easter. By now the Churches
across our land are pretty much back to normal. The s~rvices
are back to their usual number and their usual length. The music and the
flowers are the same today as they are on most Sundays. The congregations are
back to their normal size.
Riverside Church last Sunday didn't have room for all who came to celebrate
Easter. The overflovr had to be seated elsewhere in that magnificent building
and I understand that William Cloane Coffin apologized on closed circuit television to those seated elsewhere apart from the sanctuary and suggested that if
they came back today he was certain they would be accomodated in the sanctuary.
The world around us looks just about the same as it did the Sunday before
Easter. Tension continues to erupt in the Near East. The Falkland Island controversy continues to cause concern and it m~ be our last opportunity to watch
a good old style 19th century war and a naval one at that. As the British
armada makes its way to that part of the world all we need is a bit of Gilbert
and Sullivan to celebrate the event proper~. Debate continues on a nuclear
freeze. Violence continus to erupt here at home in tragic ways. About the
only thing that's changed as far as you and I are concerned is that we've paid
our taxes and the weather is much better- •• and the Queen gave Canada its own constitution
So quickly and completely have the world and ~he Church returned
to normal that one might very weil ask the question: what
difference did Easter make? Did it make any difference at all? To be sure, it
was a spot of beauty and brightness at the end of a week that had some poor
weather across our land. It did helptto take the chill off of what otherwise
would have been for most people another chilly, cloudy Sunday in New York.
DEVELOPMENT

I think we can say that it did give a temporarly lift to the spirits of
many people. But ••• did Easter make any real difference in the life of the
Church? Did it make any difference to the life of the world? Or, did it come
and go without leaving any trace of its passing? On the other hand, if we
look hard enough and close enough will we£see some sign of its movement across
the waters of life?
FIRST EASTER

Before we attempt to deal with that question, perhaps we first
need to ask this question: what difference did the first Easter

make?
Did the events of that first Easter morning cause a great deal of immediate
difference? On the surface, we would have to admit that it really didn't make
a great deal of difference to the world in general.
For instance, Pilate was still the Governor of Judea after Easter as he was
before, and he went on being Governor for another four or five years. Caiphas
was still the High Priest and he continued to preside over the rites of the
Temple as he had always done. The Scribes and the Pharisees still held the reins
of religious life, and they continued to hold them in their rather rigid and
inflexible fashion. That Road leading from Jerusalem down to Jericho was, I
dare say, still unsafe for travel after Easter as it had been before. The tax
collectors still bled the people whenever and wherever they could. The money
changers were back in business around and in the Temple. Rome still ruled with
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an intelligent, but iron hand. The Jews still fretted and chafed under that
rule. And the people ••• if they ever knew at all what really happened on Good
Friday soon forgot about it.
But - after having said that ••• we must go on and say this that the first
Easter did make a difference - a profound and a tremendous difference - in the
lives of a few people, for it made them realize that what looked like a
failure was not a failure. Somehow, they felt and understood that the things
that seemed to die on Good Friday - things like forgiveness, and hope, and
love - were more alive than ever before •••• in fact were the only things in life
worth living for.
It made them realize in a way that's almost impossible for us to describe •••
it made them realize that love - Christian love - that creative, forgiving,
understanding kind of care for another human being - love for a neighbor, for a
friend, for even an enemy was not a lost cause, but a way of life.
It left a handful of people who would rather die than deny Christ because
they were sure beyond any measure of doubt that death could not destroy Him.
In a sense, His life was in them. In a way, they were resurrected, too. Jesus
had risen in them. His spirit. His ideas. His way of doing things •••• looking
at things ••• took hold of them, and they began to live for the things He had
lived for and given His life for. They were ready for anything, and they went
out and lived in the strength of His spirit. They believed that all he had come
to represent ••• in the way of values •••were alive, vital, at the heart of
the universe. And no matter what the world might say or do, they would go on,
regardless - because they belived, as Paul later put it:
"That nothing could separate them from the
love of God revealed in Christ Jesus, our Lord".
HEART OF THE SERMON

In other words, we could say this - and here we come
to the heart of this message - the resurrection did not
reform the world. It simply raised up a few people who were···:~illing to live
their lives according to the ideas that Jesus had been sharing and promoting.

The Resurrection of Jesus did not reform the world. It raised up a
number of people who were willing to live a "Christlike" life - in spite of any. thing or everything the world might say and do. Their number, as you know, ba.~
never been great. But their influence has been strong and powerful. It cannot
be measured and carefully calculated. It's been a quiet, unassuming influence,
percolating so to speak into the world and gradually here and there, shaping
things in the world more nearly to the shape of Christ's own mind.
KIND OF DIFFERENCE vlE CAN EXPECT

This is the kind of difference that we
have a right to expect Easter to make.

And perhaps we need to reflect for a few moments ••• and to ask ourselves
this searching question: what difference did Easter make in our lives. What
did it mean to us, to you? A new outfit? A trip to Church? A walk around the
city afterward? A day with loved ones? Coloring Easter eggs? I can't help
but feel that if that 1 s all it added up to, then it may be that we're missing
the impact of the whole thing.

- 3 Let's take it a bit further and let that wonderful passage of Scripture
from Paul's letter to the Colossians that was read earlier lead us. He speaks
of the "new life in Christ".
"If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things
that are above ••• not on things that are on earth."
Could you say that your life was "raised" to a higher level because of what took
place in our world last weekend? Did His spirit rise to a new level in your
life?
Are you less jittery, less jealous, less apprehensive, less anxious'l Are
you more gentle in the sense that you have under control your hostilities,
your prejudices, more open to others •••• for he writes us:
"Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man,
but Christ is all - and in alll"
"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience,
forbearing one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
And what about your thoughts - the thoughts that occupy most of your waking
hours. Are they climbing out of some of those ruts and channels they seem to
have settled in to •••• rising to a higher level. More generous, more gentle,
more genuine. What about your behaviour. He asks that we put away:
"fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire and
covetousness •••• anger, wrath, malice, slander and
foul talk from your moutk •••• " (But Lord, it's so difficult and you ask
for so much.)
I guess it comes down to this. Are you and I more Christlike in what we
say and do because of last weekend. "If then you have been raised with Christ,
week the things that are above •••••where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God."
A DIFFERENCE IN YOU AND ME

Friends, if Easter is to have any impact upon our
world, it will be because it has first made a
difference and had impact upon our lives - in you and you and you. We started
with this question: what difference did Easter make in our world and in the
life of the Church. Did it make any difference at all •••• did it come and go
without leaving any trace in our world.
We have no way of knowing •••• really, but we can be sure of this that the
first Easter made a profound difference in the lives of a few people, ••• ordinary
people ••• like ourselves and because of that it eventually made a difference in
the world. It holds true today. And this is what we are working for and
praying for - that the lives of people will be touched by His spirit and in
meaningful, positive ways be "raised" •••• "lifted" to new levels of Christlike
living.

And Paul adds this words with which I conclude:
"And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through Him".
LET US PRAY

So may it be, 0 Lord. Let that life that was in Chirst Jesus
in in us and let it be radiated from us and thorugh us to
other people. Give us the power and the grace to go out into our world and live
as though Christ were living in us, that our world may be raised from death to
life. All n the spirit of the Risen Christ, we pray.

"THE DIFFERENCE EASTER MAKES"
INTRODUCTION

Today is the First Sunday after Easter. Churches all across
our land are pretty much back to normal. The services are back
to their usual number and usual length. The music and the flowers are the same
today as they are on most Sundays. Congregations are back to their normal size
and the people are dressed in their normal Sunday clothes.
The world around us looks just about the same as it did the Sunday before
Easter. Tension continues in the Near East. We continue to read about violence
in our papers. The weather is just about the same ••• a little war.mer perhaps.
About the only thing that's changed as far as you and I are concerned is that
~e ~reat of a transit strike no longer faces us.
DEVELOPMENT

So quickly and completely have the world and the Church returned
to. normal that one might very well ask the question: what
difference did Easter make? Did it make any difference at all? To be sure, .it
was a spot of beauty and brightness at the end of a somewhat dreay month and on
this particular occasion it did take the chill off of what otherwise would
sititPly have been for most people another wet, chilly Sunday in New York Cit;r ..
I think we could say that it did give a temporary lift or boost to the
spirits of a great many people. But did Easter make any real difference to the
life of the Church? Did it make any real difference to the life of the world?
Or, did it come and go without leaving aey trace of its passing? Or, if we look
hard enough, close enough •••will we see some signs of its movement across the
waters of life?

FIRST EASTER

Before we attempt that question, perhaps we ought to first ask
ourselves this question: what difference did the first Easter

make?
Did the events of that first Easter morning cause a great deal of difference?
we would have to acknowledge that it didn't make a great deal of
difference to the world in general.

On the surface,

For instance, Pilate was still Governor of Judea after Easter as he was before, and he went on being Governor for another four or five years. Caiphas was
still the High Priest and he continued to preside over the rites of the Temple
,
as he had always done. The Scribes and the Pharisees still held the reins of
religious life, and they continued to hold them in their rather rigid and
1
inflexible fashion. The Road leading to Jericho was, I dare say, still unsafe
/
for travel after Easter as it had been before. The tax collectors still bled
the people whenever and wherever they could. The money changers were back doing j
their thing in the Temple ponch. Rome still ruled with an intelligent, but iron
hand; the Jews still fretted and chafed under that rule. And the people - if
they ever knew at all what really happened on Good Friday and Easter - soon forgot about it.
But - after having said that, we mst go on and say this that the first Easter
did make a difference - a tremendous difference - in the lives of a few people, f
for it made them realize-that what looked like a failure was not a failure. Some~
how, they felt and understood that the things that seemed to die on Good Frid~ things like forgiveness, love, hope, trust -were more alive than ever before ••••
in fact were the only things in life worth living for.
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It made them realize in a way that's almost impossible to describe ••• it
made them realize that love ••• Christian love ••• that creative, forgiving, understanding kind of care for another ••• love for a neighbor, for a friend, for even
an ene~ was not a lost cause, but a way of life.
It left a handful of people who would rather die than de~ Christ because
they were sure beyond a~ measure of doubt that death could not destroy Him.
In a sense, His life was in them. In a way, they were resurrected, too. Jesus
had risen in them. His spirit ••• his ideas ••• his way of doing things ••• looking
at things ••• took hold of them, and they began to live for the things He had
lived for and given His life for. They were ready" for anything, and they went
out and lived in the strength of His spirit. They believed that all He had come
to represent ••• in thew~ of values •••were alive, vital, at the heart of the
universe. And no matter what the world said or did they would go on - regardless - because they believed, as Paul later put it, "that nothing could separate
them from the love of God revealed ••• disclosed ••• in Christ Jesus".

In other words, we could say this - and here we come to
the heart of this meditation - the Resurrection did not
reform the world. It simply raised up a few people who were willing to l"ive
their lives according to the ideas and teachings He had been sharing.

HEART OF MEDITATION

The Resurrection of Jesus did not reform the world. It raised up a number
of people who were willing to live a "Christlike" life - in spite of everything
the world might say and do. Their number, as you know, as never been great. • I
But their influence ha~ been strong, powerful. It cannot be calculated. It s
been a quiet, unassuming influence, percolating so to speak into the world and
gradually here and there, shaping things in the world more nearly to the shape
of Christ's own mind.
KIND OF DIFFERENCE

This is the kind of difference that we have a right to
expect Easter to make.

And perhaps we need to think ••• to ask ourselves this question: what difference did Easter make in our lives? · What did it mean to you: a new outfit? A
trip to Church? A walk around toWn afterward? A day with loved ones?
Coloring Easter eggs? Eating a few chocolate bunnies? If that's all it added
up to, then it may be we're missing the impact of the whole thing~
Let's take it a bit further and let the Scripture Reading of Paul from
Colossians lead us. Could you say that your life was "raised" to a higher level
because of what took place in our world last weekend? Did His spirit rise to a
new level in your life? Are you less jittery, less jealous, less anxious? Are
you more gentle in the sense that you have under control your hostilities, your
temper perhaps, your prejudices. And what about your thoughts: the thoughts
that occupy most of your waking hours. Are they climbing out of some of those
little ruts and channels they seem to move in ••• rising to a higher level - more
generous, more genuine? What about your behavior? Are you more Christlike in
your behavior than you were because of what took place on that first Easter
morn?
There are so rna~ ways of manifesting the resurrection life.
have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above •••• "

"If then yon

If Easter is to make any difference in our world, it will have to be
because it has first made a difference in you and in me. We started with this
question: what difference did Easter make in our world and in the life of our

- 3 Church. Did it make

~

difference at all?

We have no way of knowing, but we do know that the first Easter did make a
profound difference in the li:fes of a few people, and because of that it
eventually made a profound difference in the life of our world.
We can also be certain of this that Easter can and still does make a
difference in the lives of people -what they say, do, think. This is what we
here in the Church are working for and praying for - that the lives of people
will be touched by His spirit and in JIJ9aningful, positive ways in turn be
"raised" •••• 11 lifted11 to new levels ••• to patterns of Christlike living. Go back
and read those verses in Chapter three of Paul's letter to the Colossians.·· •••
PRAYER

Easter reminds us, 0 God, that we live in a universe whose
secrets have been opened to us in so far as human values, purposes
and life is concerned.
Remind us on this Sunday after Easter of the truth of all truths: that the
Spirit of Jesus is very much alive in our world - present where we are to have
dealing with our pain and disappointment, to have dealing with our temptations
and troubles, to have dealing with our death.
In all we do this morning: make real to us his shining presence, His
resurrections quiet joy.
As we now share in the Sacrament of the bread and wine: we pray that His
spirit may take hold of our lives, that they may be liEted, raised to higher.
levels of thought, action and commitment.
In His name and spirit. Amen

and let them serve as a guide to you in terms of the difference that Easter can
and should make in our lives.

rr--------------------~-
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THE DIFFERENCE EASTER MAKES"

INTRODUCTION

Two weeks ago today we were celebrating Easter. By now the
churches across our land are pretty much back to normal. The
congregations are back to their usual size. The flowers, the music, the ushering
are the same as they are on any other Sunday.
The world around us looks just about the same as it did a Sunday or two before Easter. Watergate continues to make incredible and disturbing headlines.
Violence continues to erupt in different places. Muggings and murders continue.
Tension still exists in the middle east. A crisis grows in Cambodia. The Knicks
are still in the play-offs. About the only thing that's changed as far as you
and I are concerned is that 1n1e got our taxes paid.
So quickly and so completely have the church and the world returned to
normal that a person might very well ask: what difference did Easter make? Did
it make any difference at all? To be sure it was a day of beauty and brightness
in a world that can use all the beauty and brightness it can find. To borrow a
phrase from the TV commerical for after shave, "Thanks. I needed that". Easter
did provide a temporary lift for many spirits.
But did Easter make any real difference in the world - in the church, in the
life of this church? Or did it come and go without leaving a trace of its
passing? Or, are there if we look closely and carefully some signs of its movement across the waters of life?
DEVELOPMENT

Before we attempt to answer that question, perhaps we should consider this question: what difference did the first Easter make?
Did the events of that first Easter cause a great deal of difference? I think on
the surface we would have to acknowledge that it didn't seem to make much of a
difference right away in the life of the world.
Pilate was still governor of Judea after Easter as he was before, and he went
on being governor for another four or five years. Caiphas was still the high
priest and continued to preside over the affairs of the Temple as he had al1.vays
done. The scribes and the pharisees still held the reins of the religious life,
and they continued to hold them in their rather rigid and inflexible way. That
road leading from Jerusalem down to Jericho was, I dare say, still unsafe for
travel after Easter even as it had been before. The tax collectors still bled
the people whenever and wherever they could; the money changers still did their
thing in and around the Temple. Rome still ruled with an intelligent, but iron
hand, and the Jews still chafed and fretted under that rule. And the masses of
people - if they ever knew at all what happened on Good Friday and Easter Day soon forgot about it in the nine to five shuffle of the weeks that followed.
But, after we have said all that 1.ve must go on and say that the first Easter
did make a tremendous and profound dlifference in the lives of a few people - for
it made them realize that what looked to them like a lost cause, like a failure, was
not a hopeless, lost cause. Somehow they felt and understood as never before that
those things that seemed to get crushed on Good Friday - those frail and fragile
intangibles of hope, love, faith, and peace - were more alive than ever, and in
fact were the only things really worth living for. It made them realize in a way
that 1 s almost impossible to describe that love - Christian love - for a friend,
a neighbor, even an enemy was not a lost cause - but a way of life 1
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It left a small number of men and women who would rather die than deny
Christ because they were sure that death could not destroy H'im. In a sense, His
life was in them. In a way, they were the resurrection. Jesus had risen in them.
His spirit, His ideas, His way of doing things now took hold of them and they
began to live for those things he had stood for. And they were ready for anything,
and they went out into the world of their day and lived in the strength of the
things for which He had died •••• believing thahttfuose things were alive, vital, at
the heart of the universe. No matter what the world said or did to them, they
would go on - in faith, regardless, because they believed with every ounce of
their being that nothing could ever separate them from this love of God which had
been revealed and disclosed to them in the life of Jesus.
I think we could say this, and here we come to the very heart of this postEaster meditation: the resurrection did not reform the world - not by a long shot it simply raised up a few people who were willing to live their lives according
to the ideas and values by which he had lived. It raised up a few people who
were intent on living a Christlike life in spite of everything the world might
say and do. We are their heirs. Their number, as you know, has never been
great. But their influence has been incalculable. It has been a quiet, unassuming
influence •••• percolating •••• so to speak into the world, and gradually here and
there, shaping things and shaping lives more nearly to the shape of Christ's life.
WHAT DIFFERENCE DID EASTER MAKE

This is the kind of difference that we have
a right to expect Easter to make.

What I would like to have each of you thihk about this morning in the quietness of this place and honr - not in reference to anyone else - but only in
reference to yourself is this: what difference did Easter make in your life.
VJh.at did it mean to you: a new outfit, a visit from your in-laws, a trip to
church, a walk on Fifth Avenue in the afternoon, the Easter bunny, Easter eggs?
Can you say that your inner life was raised to a higher level because of
the celebration that took place in our world two weeks ago? Did His spirit rise
to a new level in your life?
Paul, in his letter to the 6olossians, speaks of the "new life in Christ",
and he goes on to suggest some of the overtones - the duties, the responsibilities of this "new life in Christn. Are you less anxious, less jittery, less worried,
more confident, more trusting because of Easter than you were before? Are you
more gentle in the sense that you have under control your tongue and your temper,
your pride and your prejudices, your hatreds and your hostilities? Are you more
"Christlike" in your beha'Vior than you were because of Easter. Paul brings it
right down there before us. He talks about putting away such things as anger,
wrath, malice, slander, foul talk. He speaks of putting on compassion, meekness,
patience, kindness. There are so many ways to manifest this resurrection life.
Kenneth Wilson, in his book The Living Church, writes:
"Honk - if you love Jesus. So help me, that's what I read on
the bumper sticker on the car ahead ••••• what I would most
value on the highway from one who loves Jesus is not a honk
either of rebuke or testimony, but a Christian style of driving.
But I suppose no one would buy a bumper sticker that read,
'Drive courteously if you love Jesus'. It's easier to honk. And
that's the story of my life as a Christian, I'm afraid, and
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possibly of yours. It's easier to talk about loving than
it is to be loving (or even than to be loveable). Honking,
for the average church member, is what it 1 s all about" •
You'll agree that there's some truth in his observation.
when it comes to honking, but it 1 s not enough to honk.

We're pretty good

If Easter is really going to make any difference at all in the life of the
world it will have to be because it has, in the first place, made a real difference
in you and in me. We have to go beyond honking •••• to doing •••• to a Christian
style of living. It begins with us. The Chinese have a proverb that comes to
mind: "The journey of a thousand miles begins with one step".
We began with this question: did Easter make any real difference in the
world? We have no way of knowing. But we do know this that the first Easter
made a difference in the lives of a few people and eventually it made a
difference in the life of the world. I believe that Easter still can and still
does make a difference in the lives of people - in what they say, in what they
do, in what they think.. And this is what we in the church are working for ••••
praying for •••• hoping for ••• that the lives of those who gather here and in
places like it on any given Sunday across the year will be raised to this "new
life in Christ". Wlmi; that happens no one can predict the results and calculate
what will happen. Together let us bow our heads and pray for it to happen to
us.
PRAYER

More and more, Our Father, we are beginning to realize that we live
in a universe whose secrets have been opened to us in so far as
human values and purposes are concerned.
Lift us, we pray thee, from the lower levels of life up into those higher
regions where our spirits can grow to their full stature. Give us the new life
that is in Christ, and help us to give it to other people who are waiting to
be raised from the dead.
May the bread and the wine open our eyes to the presence of the Risen
Christ among us. Bind us more closely to thee and to each other that we may
go out from here this day renewed in body and soul, fed, nourished and made
new. Grant that we may truly live all the days of our lives. In thy name
we pray. Amen

I

"The Difference Easter Makes"

...
INTRODUC'riON

Today is the first Sunday after Easter. The churches all over the
land are pretty much back to normal by now. The services are back
to their usual number and length. The music and the flowers are the same as they
are on most Sundays. The congregations, too, are back to their normal size and in
some instances, I fear, below their normal size. And the people in those congregations
are dressed, in most inst~~ces, in their normal Sunday clothes.
The world around us looks just about the same today as it did the Sunday before
Easter. 1n!ar is still being waged in Vietnam. The bombing continues. Ymmg soldiers
are being killed. Homes are being destroyed. Peaceful negotiations still appear
remote. Here at home, the vision of the Great Society is no closer than it was before Easter. Strikes continue to occur. Adam Clayton Powell is still in Bimini,
no closer to this city than he was on Palm Sunday. The Yankees are in search of new
life in their. infield, hoping and praying for something of a resurrection of old
form and life on the part of Mickey Mantle and Whitey Ford. About the on~ thing
that's different in so far as you and I are concerned is that the Department of
Highways is putting in some new curbing on 86th Street.
So quickly and complete~ have the church and the world returned to no~mal
that a person might very well ask: what difference did Easter make? We go to a lot of
fuss and bother. Did it make any difference at all? To be sure, it was a spot of
warmth and brightness in a long, cold, weary month. And I suppose that we could say
that it did give a temporary lift or boost to the spirits of many folk. But did
Easter make any real difference in the life of the Church, or in the life of our
world? Did it come and go without leaving a trace of its passing, or are there, if we
look closely enough, signs of its movement across the waters of life?
DEVELOPMENT

Before we attempt to answer that question, perhaps we ought to ask
this question: what difference did the first Easter make? Did the
events of that first Easter Day cause a great deal of difference, let's say, in the
city of Jerusalem. On the surface, we would have to acknowledged that it didn't
make a great deal of difference.
Pilate was still governor of Judea after Easter as he had been before, and he
continued to serve as governor for another five years. Caiphas was still the High
Priest and continued to preside over the Temple as he had always done. The scribes
and Pharisees still held the reins of religious life, and they continued to hold them
in their rather rigid and inflexible fashion. That road that led from Jerusalem to
Jericho was, I dare say, still unsafe for travel. The tax collectors went on
burdening the poor people; the money changers still worked in and around the Temple.
Rome still ruled with an intelligent, but iron hand and the Jews still fretted under
that rule; and the people, if they ever knew at all what happened on Good Friday and
on Easter, soon forgot about it.
But after we have said all that we must go on and say this that the first Easter
did make a tremendous difference in the lives of a few people for it made them
realize that what looked to them like a failure was not a failure. Somehm<i they
felt and understood that the things that seemed to die on Good Friday - things like
love, understanding, compassion, trust, forgiveness, courage - were more alive than
ever. It made them realize in a way that's almost impossible for us to describe that
love -Christian love •••• a creative, forgiving, understanding kind of care ••• love for
a neighbor, for a friend, for even an enemy was not a lost cause, but a way of life.
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It left a handful of men who would rather die than deny Christ because they
were sure that death could not destroy him. In a sense, his life was in them; in a
way, they were a part of the resurrection. Jesus had risen in them. His spirj.t,
his ideals, his way of life took hold of them and they began to live for the things
for 1vhich he had lived and died.
In other words, we could say this, and here we come to the heart of this meditation: the resurrection did not reform the city of Jerusalem, nor did it reform the
world - but rather it raised up a few people who were willing to live their lives on
those values and according to those ideas which he had taught. It raised up a few
people who were willing and ready to live Christlike lives in spite of anything the
world might say or do. Their number, as you know, has never been great. But their
influence has been incalculable •••• It has been a quiet, unassuming influence,
percolating so to speak into the world, and gradually here and there, shaping things
in the world more nearly to the shape of Christ's own mind.
THE DIFFERENCE EASTER MAKES THEN...

Now, this is the kind of difference that we
have a right to expect Easter to make. And
what I would like to have each of you think about here today, in reference not to
the life of some other person, but specifically in reference to your own life is:
what difference did Easter make in your life?
What did it mean to you - a new outfit, a hectic rush on the Saturday before
Easter to get a new hat, a trip to church, a walk on Fifth Avenue or through Central
Park, the Easter bunny, the coloring of Easter eggs. Did Easter make a profound
difference at all in your life. Could you say that your life was raised to a higher
level because of what took place in our world last weekend? Did the spirit of
Christ rise to a new level in your life. Think of it in this fashion: are you less
anxious, less jittery, less concerned about your own life, more confident because
of Easter than you were before? Are you more gentle in the sense that you have
under greater control your hostilities, your prejudices, your temper. And what
about your thoughts: the thoughts that occupy most of your waking hours? Are they
still for the most part the tiny twisted thoughts, clinging to the ruts and groping
along the gutters of life, or are they great thoughts, generous thoughts, genuine
thoughts. And this too: what about your behavior. Are you more Christlike in
your inner attitudes and your outward behaior because of what took place on that
first Easter. Less critical, more aware of your own shortcomings. You see, there
are so many ways of manifesting the resurrection life.
If Easter is to make any difference at all in our world, it will have to be
because first of all it has made a difference in you and in me. We introduced this
meditation with this question: what difference did Easter make in our world. We
have no way of knowing, but this we do know: the first Easter made a difference in
lives of a few people, and because of that it eventually made a tremendous difference
in the life of the world. And this, too, we can be sure of: Easter can and still does
make a difference in the lives of people here and there - in what they say and in
1..rhat they do.
This is what
that the lives of
spirit, and their
levels of thought
LET US PRAY

we here in the church are working for, hoping for, praying for people will be touched in some real and significant way by his
lives in turn will touch and raise other lives to new and glorious
and behaviour and service. Together - let us pray for it now.

Our Father, more and more we realize that we live in a universe whose
secrets have been opened to us in so far as human values and purposes
are concerned. As we come to thy table this hour, we pray that the spirit of the Risen
Christ may touch our spirits in a real and intimate way, that our lives may be lifted
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to new levels of Christlike living and service. Remind us again of the truth of all
truths: that His spirit is alive and at work in our world, where we live, to have
dealings with our pain and sin and discouragement, and to have ultimate dealings
with our death. In all 1-Te do this day, make real to us his vital shining presence,
a.nd his resurrection's quiet joy. Amen

'J.'HE DIFFERENGE ·~AS1'ER MAKES

INTRODUCTION

You'll notice from the church bulletin that today
is the first sunday after Easter. The churches all
over the land, I would imagine, are back to normal. The services are
back to their usual number and length. The music and the flowers are
the same as they are on any ordinary sunday. The congregations too
are back to their normal size (in some cases, I fear, they are considerably less than their normal size), and the people are dressed in
their normal Sunday clothes.
I would venture to say that the world around us looks Just about
the same now as it did before Easter. The crisis concerning Berlin
has not yet been solved, and it's still a long, long way to the Summit.
Violence continues in different parts of the world; missiles are still
being developed in all sorts of strange places; New York City is still
a city, not yet the 51st State; and the triangle concerning Eddie, Liz,
and Debbie still continues to receive the headlines. And about the
only thing that's changed as far as you and I are concerned is that
Governor Rockefeller's new tax plan for the people of New York State
has gone into effect.
so quickly and completely have the church and the world returned
to normal that a person might very well ask this question: What
difference did Easter make? Did it make any difference at all? To
be sure it was a spot of beauty and brightness in a dark and dreary
world, and on this particular occasion it did take the chill off of
what otherwise would simply have been an ordinA.ry, brisk, cold Sunday
in the month of March. I suppose we could say this that it did give
a temporary 11ft or boost to the spirits of a great niany ~)eople. But
did Easter make any real difference to the life of the Church? Did it
make any real difference to the life of the world? Did it come and
go without leaving a trace of ita passing? Or are there, if we look
closely enough, signs of its movements across the waters of life?
..UEVELOPMENT

Before we attempt that question, perhaps we ought to
pause and reflec-t for a mom·ent or two on this question:
What difference ~id the first Easter make? Did the events of that
first Easter morning' cause a great deal of difference? On the surface.,
we would have to.acknowled'ge that it didn't make a great deal of
differenae at all to the world in general. Pilate was still governor
of Judea after Easter ae he was before, and he went on being governor
for another four or five years. c·a1phas was still high priest and ·
continued to preside over the rites of the Temple as he had always done.
The scribes and the Pharisees still held the reins of religt ous life,
and they continued to hold them in their rather rigid and inflexible
fashion. •rhe road leading down to Jericho was, I dare say, still unsafe for travel. The tax collectors still bled the people whenever and
wherever they could; the money changers still sat at their tables in
that large area in front of the Temple there in Jerusalem. .Kome still
ruled with an intelligent, but iron hand, and the Jews still fre&ted and
chafed under that rule; and the people, if they ever knew at all what
happened on Good Friday and on Easter, soon forgot about it.
But after we have said all that we must go on and say this that
the first Easter did make a tremendous amount of difference in the
lijles of a few people for it made them realize that what looked to them
like a failure was not a failure. Somehow they felt and understood that
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the things that seemed to die on Good Friday - things like forgiveness,
love, confidenae and trust were more alive than ever, and in fact these
were the only things in life worth living for. It made them realize in
a way that's almost impossible to describe, but you can sense I think,
•.•• it made them realize that love, Christian love (and I think that all
of you know what I mean by Uhristian love - a creative, forgiving,
understanding, sympathetic kind of care) ••••• love for a neighbor, love
for a friend, love evan for an enemy was not a lost causa, but a way
of life.
It left a handful of men who would rather die than deny Christ
because they were sure that death could not destroy Him. In a sense,
his life was in them. In a sense, they were the resurrection. Jesus
had r4sen in them·. His spirit, his ideas, his way of life took hold
of them, and they began to live for those things that he had lived for.
They were ready for anything, and they went out and lived in the
strength of the things for which he had died, believing that those
things were alive and vital, at the very heart of the universe, and no
matter what the world said or thought or did, they would go on,
regardless, bec·ause they believed that nothing could separate them from
the love of God which had been revealed to them in Jesus.
In other words, we could say this, and here· we come to the vary
heart of this meditation: the resurrection did not reform the world,
it simply raised up a few people who were willing to live their lives
on those values and according to those ideas which he had taught. (I
think that that's worth repeating). :rhe resurrec-t ion of Jesus did not
reform the world. lt raised up a few people who ware willing and ready
to 1ive a Christlike life in spite of everything the world might say
and do. Their number, as you know, as never bean great. But their
influence iR~al~»laml~ has been incalculable. It's been a quiet, unassuming influence, percolating so to speak into the world, and gradually
here and there, shaping things in the world more nearly to the shape
of Ghrist's own mind.
Now this is the kind of difference that we have a right to expect
Easter to make. And what !'d like to have each one of you i~ think
a bout here this morning in the quietness 'Of this place and this hour,
not in reference to anyone else, but only in reference to yourself is
this: what difference did Easter make in your life? What did it mean
to you- a new outfit, a trip to church, a walk on ~ifth fiVenue, the
Easter bunny and Easter eggs·/ Did .!!:aster make any difference at all in
your life? Could you say that your life was raised to a higher level
because of what took place in our world last weekend? Did his spirit
rise to a new level in your life. Think of it in this fashion: Are you
less anxious, lees jittery, more confident because of' .~!,;aster than you
ware before? Are you more gentle in the sense that you have under
greater control your hostilities, your prejudices, and your temper.
A.nd what about your thoughts, the thought e that occupy most of' your
waking hours? Are they still tor the most part tiny twisted thoughts·,
clinging to the ruts and groping along the gutters of life, or are they
great thoughts ••••• generous thoughts ••••• genuine thoughts. • ·.clear and
objective. And this too ..•• what about your behavior. are you more
christlike in your behavior than you were· because of what took place
on that first ~aster morn. Are you lees CpttlcAl, more aware of your
own shortcomings. You see there are so many ways or manifesting the
resurrection life.

--
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If Easter is to make any difference at all in our world,
it will have to be because in the first place it has made a
difference in you and in me. We introduced this question in
the opening moments of this meditation: What difference did
Easter make in our world and in the life of our Church. Uid it
make any difference at all? We have no ilay of knowing. But we
do know this that the first Easter did make a difference in the
lives of a few people and because of that it eventually made a
tremendous d iffe.rence in the life of the world. And I think we
can be sure of this that Easter still can and still does make a
difference in the lives of people - in what they say and in what
they do and how they think. Perhaps this is what we here in the
church are working for, and perhaps this is what we ought to be
working for and hoping for and praying for that the lived of people
will be touched by His spirit, and in turn be raised to a glorious
level. Together let us pray for it now ••••
J:"nAYb.iR

Our Father •••• more and more we are beginning to realize that we live
in a universe whose secrets have been opened to us eo far as h~an
values and purposes are concerned.
As we come to '.l.'hy table this morning, we pray that the spirit that
took hold of thy son and lifted his life, may also take hold of our
lives that they too may be lifted and raised to higher levels of
thought and action. May that spirit that was in Him be in us and
may it be radiated from us to others.
Remind us again of the truth of all truths: that his spirit is
present in the world where we live, to have dealings with our pain
and sin and discouragement, and to have ultimate dealings with our
d ea.th.
In all that we do this hour, make real his abiding presence.
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