
THE FOOLISH MEN WHO MISSED THE FEAST 

INTRODUCT!Q!! Several years ago there was a very"popular play 
called "The Man Who Came to Dinner • The chances 

are that most of you who are over twenty saw it, either on the stage 
or the screen so I need not review the story with you in detail, but 
simply remind'that it was about a man who appeared at a house whe~ed 
a dinner party was being given; he was a total stranger - unexpec e 
and uninvited. He came to the dinner, and when the others left, he 
-remained- a permanent, sometimes disquieting, but often amusing guest. 

THE SERMON TODAY The sermon today is about some men who did not 
come to dinner, men who missed the dinner. They 

were invited: and they all accepted, but when the t 1me c-ame, they did 
not go to the dinner, and their places were filled by peoule who were 
not originally included among the invited guests. There are several 
things to notice about these man and their absence from the dinner. 

In the first place, they all sent their excuses, vary properly 
and politely, the way that Emily Post would want them to do it. Not 
one of them missed because of forgetfulness. That must be said in 
their favor. They all had the conventional courtesy to ask their 
host to excuse them. ''I pray thee have me excused". And then a second 
thing to notice is that they all had something else to tend to whieh 
prevented t1iem from being present at the dinner. One man had recently 
bought a piece of real estate, and he had to go and look it over. 
Another man had' recently·purchased some livestock, and he had to tend 
to it. Another had recently taken unto himself' a wi fa, and he had to 
Join her. 

A third thing to notice is that there is nothing essentially 
wrong in ans one of these things; they are all natural, normal concerns 
of a human e1ng: property, production and propagation - all natural 
and neeessary concerns of a man. As long as men are men, they will 
be interested in the ownership of land, the means of production, and 
the choice of a mate. 

Another thing to notice by the way is that they all began 
their excuses with the personal pronoun "f" - I bought a piece of 
land, I pray thee have me excused; I Bought a yoke ·or oxen; I have 
married a wife. Not one of them said, my wife is ill and therefore, 
of course, I cannot come. Not one of them said, My barnes are on 
fire and I cannot com&. I must try to save my livestock. All of 
them began with the personal pronoun "I". All these axcmsas, if you 
can call them that, were centered in themselves. I suppose when you 
come right down to it, the excuses you and I usa, stem from within. 

And the last thing to notice is that they all missed the dinner. 
The invitation was never repeated; they ware never asked again. And 
this reminds us parenthetically, and I do not wish to dwell on this 
thought, of the fact that some things come to a man or a woman only 
once, that they are never repeated, and that if we mise them when 
they come, we may end up missing them forever. Not a pleasant thought 
mind you, but one that is true in many areas of life. ' 

ONE OF THE PARABLES You know without my telling you that this is 
one of the stories that Jesus told, and if 

you were listening carefully, you know that this was the parable that 
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Dr. Metzner read to us earlier in the service. It is more stark 
than same of the stories Jesus told, less pleasing to our ears than 
some, but like all of the parables, extremely penetrating in its 
analysis of human nature. And as in all of the stories Jesus told, 
its meaning rests just beneath the surface. 

The dinner that Jesus was referring to was not simply a social 
event, not simply a dinner party that someone had arranged for the . 
pleasure of himself and some friends. The dinner he was talking about 
was the great invitation that comes from God to join Him in the life 
of his Kingdom. The dinner that Jesus was talking about in terms of 
New Testament language of his day was the heavenly banquet and Jesus with 
that keen ey,e of his which saw through human beings with such 
penetrating clarity, saw that people were turning down this great in-
vi tat ion because there were other things that seemed to them more im
portant and more urgent and more exciting. And Jesus said that they 
were like the men who did not come to dinner because they had other 
things to do which seemed to them either more important or more 
pleasurable. 

Times have changed a great deal since then, but peonle and human 
nature I would venture to say have not changed a great deal. People 
are more or less the same today as they were then, and this insight 
of Jesus is as penetrating today as it was then. Put in non-

1 

theological language, the in.sight as I understand it. would _be this: 

I P.epule constantly miss the £eat things in life because they are 
driven by the less~r thJE&S• 

For instanc,e, think of the man or the woman wHo misses the .1oy 
of the great personal relationships of life because he is driven by 
physical desires or material: desires that are powerful but passing, 
and bec·ause· he is driven by these, he perhaps neglects the cult! va
tion of loyalties and friendships that go into the making of the 
great relationships of life. And when the invitation comes, he has 
other fish to fry and so he misses the dinner. Or think of the 
man who has a wife and family; he loves them in his own way and is 
proud of them. He also has strong desires and appetites in other 
directions, and he says to himself, 11 I just have to go and satisfy 
these" and as he satisfies them, he severs the connection with the 
people who really love him; he leaves wounds that can never· be com
pletely healed, and he never really comes to know what it is to be 
joined together with another person in a union that grows and matures 
through the years, with all of the tensions and frictions that are in
evitable, and finally comes to a wonderful culmination in old age. 

Or think of the young man who misses the joy of family 11fe be
cause he is driven by the selfish desire to achieve fame and fortune 
and have his name in lights, driven by the desire to make money and 
more money. Always on the move, always has new plans and schemes, 
always has commitments that take him away from hom, and so many 
problems on his mind that when he is home he hasn't the time to cul
tivate the affection and friendship of his own children. There is no 
virtue in being that busy. In the long run, you pay the price. Or 
think of the nation that misses the chance to be great because it is 
driven by a desire to be safe and secure, and I hope and pray that 
our nation may not be among those who miss this dinner. 
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I have used the word 11 driven" deliberately to indicate that we 
are creatures of impulse; our impulses are often strong, and they are 
a part of our nature. To deny their existene·e would be to put up a 
screen between ourselves and reality. They come from God. ~ 
these impulses can very easily: become compulsions, drives that we 
cannot control or handle, no matter whom we hurt or what we do. 
They drives control us. The difference between being impulsive and 
compulsive is that when you become compulsive you are no longer 
the master o~ your impulses. Your compulsions are drives that lead 
you away from the things you really want, really desi~e in the depths 
of your nature, and that gradually blind you to the things that are 
great and good. 

Thomas Carlyle wrote one time that theytragedy of life was not 
so much what men suffer, but rather what they miss. And how true 
this is. And so often what they miss, they miss because they are 
driven by normal but strong impulses that have become compulsions 
over which they have little or no control. They must needs go and 
have a drink, or make a dollar, or have a fling, or break a date, or 
play a horse, even though in doing it they knowingly hurt a friend 
or break the bonds of a great relationship~ ••• 

My observation of Americans in general (and I always like to 
preface these observations with the remark that there are many, many 
Americans ~ho are not included in so general an observation) - my 
observation is that Americans have three predominating impulses 
which are .resting on the verge of beaoming compulsions. They have 
the compulsion to have a good time, no matter what. They have the: 
compulsion to have a free and unhibited sex life, no matter what. 
And third, they have the compulsion to have a drink, in order to have 
a good time. They must neads go and enjoy themselves, they must needs 
go and express their desires and, on prac·tioally every occ-asion, 
they must needs stimulate and at the same time tranquilize their 
na~ves and emotions. 

It is wall for us to be reminded of the fact that we may miss 
the dinner bec·ause our impulses have gotten beyond our control. Now 
your particular compulsion may not be any one of these that I have 
mentioned. I know that most of you would not coma in under any one 
of these three c-ategories. But I think, 1f you will look carefully 
into your own life, you will see· that somewhere along the line you 
have an impulse whic-h is on the verge of becoming a oompulsion. You 
may be using it as an excuse until someday it may use you and wreck 
you and your life and the lives of others close to you. And you miss 
out turning down the greatest invitation of all. 

TWO SUGGESTIONS Coming back around then to the story, we see· that 
there is no suggestion in it as to how people may 

deal with their compulsions, and ce·rta1nly in this sermon there is 
not enough time to do this ~dequately though I am aware of the fac-t 
that this 1f far more important than making you uneasy about your 
compulsions. However, in the Gospel as a whole, there are two 
suggestions, and I put them before you in the time that is left. 

The first suggestion is a simple one. Before the impulse be~omes 
a compulsion, control 1t, discipline it, master it while 1t is 
still possible to direct it. Don't oamper it, don't cater to it, 
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don't say to yourself, ''Ever~body 'e doing it, and therr.fo~e it must 
be·all right for me to do it'. Dontt say to youreel~ Its part of 
my nature and therefore I must do it". Psychology calls this 
rationalization. Somehow it reminds me of Mark Twains comment con~ 
earning smoking. You're famil·t·ar with it. Smoking was the easiest 
thing in the world for him to give up. "Why" he said, "I've done it 
hundred of times". Seriously however, when younare tempted to 
say "I ean't do this which I know is not only what I

11
ought to d~, • 

but I really want to do because I must needs go ••••• Say to yourself. 
"Must I? Should I? Will I?" 

The other suggestion, of course, is the greater one of the 
two and' in plain language it is this: there is nothing that can 
drive out a compulsion but a stronger compulsion. Back in the year 
1869 a young man was born in Head Tide, Maine. As a young man he 
realized that he had a strong impulse to drink, and to drink bec·ame 
a compulsion in his life and he drank more and more regularly at all 
times and under all circumstances. But he had also another compulsion 
which proved to be the stronger of the two. He had the compulsio~ 
to write poetry. As a young man, he wrote to hie sister-in-law, I 

. c:an 't do anything but write poetry, and perhaps I ean 't even do that, 
but I am going to try" And he did, and he kept hie eye on the words, 
on the Tines, and on the poems that poured forth from his mind and 
heart, and so his biographer writes that this great compulsion 
finally "drew him away from the saloons where he sought to drown in 
alcohol the bitter taste of life's pervasive wretchedness" The man 
was Edward Arlington Robinson, and in a non-religious setting he 
illustrates what I am trying to sa1. He is a man in whom the greater 
compulsion eventually drove out the lesser one. 

To ground this thoroughly in the New Testament, we discover that 
Paul the great Apostle had an impulse early in his life to keep the 
Jewish Law, to keep 1t right down to the last letter of the law, and 
this impulse became a compulsion, and obsession with him. The-n he 
had an impulse to love God as he saw God reflected in the life of 
Christ and that imp';lse became almost a com-pulsion in that it was 
natural for him above all things to want the spirit of Christ to be
come a part of hie spirit, his spirit to rule his own inner spirit, and 
this greater compulsion eventually drove out the lesser one. 
Fighting the impulse only makes it worse. The best thing· that a 
person can do is to cultivate the other, the higher impulse and to 
keep his mind on it. 

And so I ask all of you to remember in these days off tension 
and national anxiety, when great deo·isions have to be made, not only 
by our leaders, but by the people as a whole, remember the men who 
missed the great invitation to the dinner. Remember why they missed 
it. Driven by things less important which seemed to them to be eo 
urgent. And then remember Him- Jesus- so radiant, so beautiful, 
so alive. Remember him everJ day of the week in everything vou do. 
You will not become per~ect, but I think that little by littie you 
will begin to tear up your excuses and rationalizations and throw 
them away· and find your life taking on a radiance, a vitality, a 
strength and depth that 1t has never before had·. 

PRAYER: We know, 0 God, that we are creatures of ~assion and im
pule.e. Save us from the disaster to which these may lead' when they 
become the controlling influence of our lives; and so ~111 us with 
the vis!on of hfm who is good, true and beautiful that the lowers 
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things may be driven out. We ask it for hie sake, and in hie 
name and power. Amen 
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21st SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
October 22, 1961 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

OR.GAN "Meditation and Prayer" Jongen 
CALL TO 'lrJORSHIP 
HYJViN NO. 382 "Glorious things of Thee are spoken" 
PRAYBR OF CONFESSION (Seated) 

Most merciful Father, we have done little to 
forv1ard thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgive our neglect; give us a pure heart intent 
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek first thy kingdom, and thy righteousness. 
And make us to come, as came thy Son, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this in · 
the spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

SACRM1ENT OF BAPTISM 

ANTHEM "Praise Ye the Lord" Franck 
SCRIPTURE Luke 14: 15 - 24 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES 
PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Amen 
OFFERTORY SOLO "For Darkness Shall Cover the Earth" 

From Handel's "1'1essiah 11 Nr. Jasper King (Baritone) 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERING \rJITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HY11N NO. 286 "Fight the good fight" 
SERMON "The Foolish Men '\rJho Missed the Feast" 

HYMN NO. 282 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN , 

Rev. Mr. Clarke 
"Soldiers of Christ, arise" 

Choral Amen 
"Marche Re:.i gieuse" · Jongen 

~-!Hf Interval for usherl ng 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee will be served in Fellowship Hall after the 
service. Members and friends are invited to share in 
the warmth of these delightful moments that -.ve have each 
Sunday following the service of worship. 

THE SUNDAY NURSERY 

~\Thile 'live worship in this place, our youngest church 
goers are meeting t rrw floors above us under the careful 
supervision of several of our church ladies. 

SACRA11ENT OF BAPT ISH 

Infants presented this morning for baptism are 
Ann Louise Frack, daughter of i'1r. and Hrs. R. Frack; 
Laura :Seth Hull, daughter of Dr. and Hrs. George Hull; 
Viola 1'1ay Jansen, daughter of rir. and Nrs •. Frank Jan
sen; and Colin Glenn Lowry, son of Hr. and Nrs. Glenn 
Lowry. 

THE YOUNG ADULT FELID~vSHIP 

The Young Adults meet this evening at seven o' 
clock in Fellowship Hall. New members are always wel
come to join in the warmth and friendliness of this 
Christian fellowship. 

TUESDAY EVENING AT EIGHT O'CLOCK 

A special meeting of the mothers who have children 
in our Sunday Nurser,y Program and others who share in 
this 1v-ork are invited to a meeting Tuesday evening to 
discuss the present Nursery Program. This meeting, 
s ponsored by the Commission on Education, Hill be held 
in the Fourth Floor Lounge and vJill get under v-1ay at 
eight o'clock. 
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