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"THE GREATEST DISCOVERY OF ALL" 

INTRODUCTION I came across a story recently that helps to lead into to-
d~'s message. It's about a woman who lived in the deep 

south who fell in love and married her childhood sweetheart. Although their 
life together was not perfect, there were man, rewards and many moments of. joy 
and happiness. But one d~, rather sudden~, her beloved husband died of a 
heart attack. 

The woman was not able to part with her late husband and so she decided 
to have him embalmed, put in a chair, sealed up in a glass case and then placed 
him just inside the .f'ront door of their large plantation home. This way she 
would be with her husband every ~. Upon entering the .f'ront door, she would 
smile in his direction and say, "Hi, John ••• how are you?" Then she would go 
about her daily routine. Now this was something that went on far over a year. 
Day after day her late husband sat there ••• 1n his chair ••• sealed in glass ••• and 
day after day she '·cl .aclmwledg~ ~ -~ his presence with a smile and .f'riend~ wave. 

One Spring this woman decided to take a trip to Europe ••• a rather lengthy 
vacation. It would be a delightful change of scenery. While she was in Europe, 
she met a fine American gentleman who was also vacationing and he began to 
court her. The woman fell in love and after a whirlwind romance, they got 
married in Paris and honeymooned all over Europe. However, all this time, she 
said nothing about old John sitting 1n his chair by the front door of her 
plantation home. 

Finall;r, they returned to. the United States and headed south to the planta
tion where they had decided to make their home. Driving ttp the winding road 
leading to the front door, the new husband thought to himself: 

"This is my moment to lift my bride over the thresh
old •••• this wonderful place where we will settle 
down and live happi~ together •••• forever1" 

He picked ·~~r u.p ••• bumped open the door with his hip ••• and walked right in and 
almost dropped her when he saw John sitting there in his chair. 

"Who is this?" he asked her. She said, "Well •••• 
this is John •••• he was my 'old man• ••• my husband 
for JI1SllT years ••• " "He is history" interrupted the 
new husband •••• 8He is dead1" And with that the new 
husband went out and dug a big'hole and ~uried his 
bride's former husband ••• glass case ••• chair and all. 

DEVELOPMENT Now yeu may be wondering what all of this has to do with 
today's scripture lesson. I should like to think that some

thing like that happens whenever anyone comes into the Kingdom of' God. The old 
passes awq. And something new begins. Remember how Jesus once told the disciples, 

"The kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old •• " 

The new always takes priority over the old. For instance, when we return 
!:rom the grocery store we put in the ref.rigerator an;ything that might spoil. We 
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do this as quickly' as possible so the fresh food will stay fresh. We don't 
wait until the old food is gone. We don't even wait until we have room in 
the frig ••• instead we move things around. We may even throw out the stuff 
which might no longer be good. And the same is true with our faith. Each day 
provides opportunities for growth. Each day presents opportunities for a 
new beginning. Who was it wb.o first said, 

"Today is the first day of the rest of your life". 

FRCM LITTlE COMES MUCH Here in the 13th chapter of Matthew's Gospel, 
Jesus tells three parables that can help us keep 

our faith fresh and growing. The first one is about a mustard seed. Jesus 
said: 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed-in the 
field". (Matthew 13 t 31) 

From one of the tiniest seeds comes a shrub which grows eight to ten feet 
tall. The shrub is so large and so full that "the birds of the air come and 
nest in its branches". Whoever would have thought that such. a tiqy seed 
could produce such a large bulb. And this brings us tp the first thought, the 
first insight to consider here this morning and it is that from little comes 
much. 

Nanc.y Cornice remembers as a child hearing the "tip-tap" of a cane on the 
sidewalk. It was, she said, an elder~ gentleman, "bent from the years ••• his 
rough, knotted hand purposefully clutching a cane." But this elderly" man had 
a peculiar custom as he roamed the streets of this small town. Whenever this 
gentleman saw a child, he would stop •••• reach into his pocket and take out a 
picture of Christ and hand it to the child. She said, 

"He would thrust it into the Child's hand 
and continue on his way, never speaking a 
word •••• " 

What this man did didn't seem like that big a deal, but Nancy tells us that 
this small act of kindness made a world of difference to her. She tells us that 
some forty years later she still has the picture he gave her. The picture of 
Jesus on the card ••• surrounded by a flock of sheep, with a river running through 
the middle of the picture and on the back of the card in a shaky hand are the 
words of P~l.it.i 23. 

It wasn't until Nancy became an adult that she realized what this man 
was doing. In h.is own way he was planting some tiny seeds of .·faith in ·rtbe 
children on the street and it worked for Nancy for she says: 

"His faithful commitment helped fashion a 
stone in the foundation of ~ awn faith." 

Whoever would have thought that giving a child a picture of Jesus and 
writing the words of Psalm 23 on the back of the picture would eventually help 
to lead a child to faith? But it did. And whoever would ever have thought 
that a ti~, little seed would ever produce such a big shrub? And for that 
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matter, whoever would have thought that the Messiah would come from. such a 
small, unlikel,y town as Nazareth? Jesus is trying to help us see that it is 
often from small, seemillgl,y inconsequential beginnings that great good can 
emerge. And this is the first lesson that will help us keep our faith fresh 
and growing. 

From little things comes much. You and I so often become discouraged 
when we don't see big, spectacular results from our efforts. But that's not 
how the kingdom or God operates. Things do move ••• slowly ••• and from little 
seeds do great shrubs grow. That's the first lesson for today, but hold on ••• 
He tells us a second parable. 

GOD 13 GREATEST GIFTS ARE UNEXPECTED Jesus then goes on to s~ that, 

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field" 

Back in the d~s before banks and safety deposit boxes it was a common 
practice to bury valuables in the ground. In times of crisis, in times of 1n.:. 
surrection, persons would often bury their valuables to keep them from being 
taken by those forces taking over their towns and villages. Even during the 
Civil War when southern towns and cities were being burned, persons often 
buried their valuables in the ground for safekeeping. 

' But notice here in this parable that someone quite unexpectedly' comes 
upon this buried treasure:;,. He wasn't on an,y treasure hunt ••• it was just his 
good fortune to stumble on this treasure-- buried in the ground and for this 
person it was the find of a lifetime. Why, he was so happy he could hardly' 
contain himself. He was so excited that he went out and sold all of his 
belongings so he could buy that field. This leads us to affirm the second 
lesson of this "three-pointer": sometimes God's greatest gifts are totally' 
unexpected. · 

Ron was searching for answers in his life. A friend told him about a 
man 1..11 Los Angeles who had a reputation for being a very wise and spiritual 
person. On a business trip to the west coast, Ron made an appointment to see 
this wise _man. ~om-he was sure could help him in his·.··spest!~al; quest. 

The day Ron was to meet this "wise man" he had a hard time concentrating 
on his business. All he could think about was the upcaming meeting with the 
one who surel3' had the Answer. He drove up the coast only to discover when he 
arrived that the man was not there. And the longer he waited for him to show 1 
the angrier he became. Finally the man arrived. Ron remembers 1 

"I don't know which was greater ••• ~ anger or~ dis
appointment. This short, slight]J" built person didn't 
look at all like the wise man I had pictured •••• why he 
didn't even have a beard!" 

The wise man asked Ron why he had come t~ see. him.. For the next 60 minutes 
Ron poured out to him all of his hopes, and dreams and anxieties. "Now" directed 
the wise man, "please, pay attention". Ron thought that perhaps this teacher 
would place his hands on his head or his heart and that he would just explode in 
ecstasy. But he didn't. The wise teacher simply rattled off three things that 
Ron should do and then before Ron really had a Chance to respond or to ask ~ 
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questions the Wise One left the room. Ron felt disappointed. He felt somewhat 
disillusioned. He had crossed the entire country to get the a.nswers ••• and he 
wondered - for whatt 

After Ron returned home, his wife, Eleanor, asked him about his meeting 
with the Wise One. She listened intensely to her husband's every word. Ron 
said, 

"You know, he told me that there are three 
things I must do. One, pray unceasingq. 
TWo, g0 home and love my wife and dRildran. 
Three, do what needs to be done." 

Eleanor looked straight at Ron and said, "Thank God, someone finalq told 
you thatl" What the teacher told Ron was true. He later wrote- that, 

"In retrospect •••• this teacher was a far wiser 
man than I appreciated at the time." 

When he least expexted it, Ron made a great discovery. And that discovery 
brought him great joy. And such joy, I believe, is a continuing possibility 
for those who open themselves to the Kingdom of God1 

THE GREATEST TREASURE OF ALL':'· But there is a third parable that we need 
to look at. Jesus went on to say, 

"The kingdom or heaven is like a: merchant in 
search or fine pearls. On finding one pearl 
or great value, he went and sold all that he 
had and bought it•••••" 

A bit of background. Back in the t i.me or Jesus, a fine pearl was as 
valuable as gold is in our day. Unlike the person who just happened to stumble 
on to some nnexpected treasure, the pearl me·rchant on the other hand was 
purposefull,y searching always for one fine, perfect pearl. And after much · 
effort and a long search the merchant finally found the pearl he was looking 

V' for. And he was filled with indescriable joy. In fact, he was willing to 
sell all the possessions of a lifetime in order to own the one exotic. stone. 

I believe that the life of faith is like that as well. Having Christ in 
our lives is worth more than ~ treasure we will ever possess. 

At the age or sixteen, at a summer church camp on the closing night, Margie 
Dennie gave "her life" to Christ •••• as did some of you. Life wasn't easy for 
Margie, but as she grew up she always felt the presence of Christ in her life 
in a very real and compelling way ••• in her hurts and in her sorrows and in her 
moments of joy. Her committment to Christ held strong even in her college 
years as she saw her f'.riends get more and more interested in parties and in 
pot and in alcohol. Studying the Bible and being around Christian friends 
convinced her that her non-Christian friends' life style really wasn't tor her 
and was "not pleasing to the Lord". Time and again she had to make some 
difficult choices, but she recalls: 

"But commitment to Him was more important than any 
friendship" ••••• as she grew up •••• 
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Today Margie is a 33 year old woman .from a commWlity of townhauses in 
a working class neighborhood just outside of Chicago. She's back in college 
after a hiatus of several years •••• now hoping to gain her Teacher's 
Certification, while her 35 year old husband is serving as an Associate Pastor 
at a nearby Baptist Church. Recently a longtime .friend had this to say of 
Margie. 

"Margie believes in making this world a better place. 
She and her husband both have college degrees and 
could have chosen lucrative careers, but she's now 
planning on being a school teacher and her husband 
is a pastar •••• not high-paying professions, but one 
in which they can serve and help people •••• " 

When we allow Christ to have a "go" in our lives, l..re soOD find ourselves 
having to do a bit of re-ordering of our priorities. What we once thought was 
so important, we suddenly realize is not as important as we thought. The 
claims of Christ take priority in our lives, if we're serious about Him. So, 
as you go on from here, remember these three thingsa 

FIRST: From little things comes much. 

SECOND a Sometimes God's greatest girts are totall.T 
unexpected. 

THIRD: But having Christ in our lives is to me the 
greatest treasure of all. 

When Jesus tinished telling His disciples parables ••• stories ••• He would 
orten ask them 1 

"Have you Qllderstand all of this?" "Yes" •• • 
they would answer •••• a quiet, inward, and 
positive inward yes they would whisper ••• 

"Yes"•••••we understaDdl 

PRAYER And so, too, may we ••• each in his own way ••• whisper a YES to 
His call ••••• make us sensitive to Your presence and to Your 

nearness here in this place ••• in this quite hour of worship ••••• and let Your 
word touch those dark, shadow.y and hidden corners or our hearts ••• and make a 
difference. Confirm the intentions and decisions of this day in Your House, 
we pray. In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray ••• Amen. 
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AND HEAR THIS •••• trom the front page of a religious journal that 
crossed ~ desk on F.rid~ ••• two d~s ago •• ~. 

11 8.$% of all people who do nat accept Christ 
by the age or 18 never will.1 WHAT ARE 
YOO DOING ABOUT Xl'?u 

W<iM •••• that brings it home, doestn:t it? 
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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 30 , 1995 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Prelude, Fugue and Variation" Franck 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 662 "Stand Up and Bless the Lord" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 Thou who hast made us for joy and not for 
sorrow, forgive us that the cities we build are 
so heavily marked by fear and violence. Behind 
bolted doors we sit, neither seeking our neigh
bor's good nor finding our own. We look but do 
not see. We hear but do not listen. We crowd but 
do not touch . We reach but do not feel. Forgive 
us our sins, 0 God . Lengthen our reach. Broaden 
our sympathies. And help us, as Jesus loved the 
city of Jerusalem, to love this city we now call 
our home. In His strong name we now pray. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

*** 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

*** 
SOLO "Pie Jesu" (from Requiem) 

(Brenda Louise Hudson, Soloist) 
SCRIPTURE Matthew 13: 31 - 33, 44 - 52 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

G. Faure 
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SOLO "The Lord's Prayer" A. Malotte 
(Brenda Louise Hudson, Soloist) 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 369 "Blessed Assurance" 
SERMON "The Greatest Discovery of All" Mr . Clarke 
HYMN NO. · 671 "Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Andante" (Organ Concerto in G Minor) Handel 

*** Interval for Ushering 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Brenna Melissa Madera, infant daughter of Janet c. 
Shroads Madera and America Madera, is being presented for 
Christian Baptism today. Brenna Melissa was born February 
22, 1995 at the Brooklyn Medical Center, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

LAY READER 

We welcome Karl W. Newlin to the lectern today. A 
native of Kansas City, Missouri and a graduate of SMU 
Karl is a Credit Analyst with Bear, Stearns & Co •• H~re 
in the church, Karl is a member of the Finance Committee 
and is the Chairman of the 1996 Financial Canvass . He and 
his wife, Shannon, were married here on September 24, 1994 . 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Grace, 
Aland Miranda Thomas in loving memory of Al's brother 
Michael Thomas. ' 

TODAY'S MUSIC 

We welcome Vaughn Watson to the organ console today. 
The soloist is Brenda Louise Hudson. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters for today are Tara Timmerman and Carl 
Condra. The ushers are George Crawford, Christine Day, 
Fran Ellison, and Gene Washi ngton. 

AN INVITATION 

Punch and cookies will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. All are invited to share in these 
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today by 
Jane Chaney and Charlotte Juchter. 


