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INTRODUCTION

Tomorrow we pause to celebrate the birthday of a great American, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr •• I need not recount for you
the incidents of recent racial violence in our city: a dozen whites against
three blacks in Howard Beach, 30 or more blacks against one white youth in
Jamaica, and similar incidents that have occurred recently. Many of you are
distressed, as am I, with such incidents of rac!.al prejudice. It's almost
bizarre that these incidents occurred between Christmas and the anniversary of
a national martyr, Martin Luther King, Jr., a w.an who suffered so much in his
battle against bigotry.
OUr Governor and our Mayor have urged our churches and our synagogues to
observe Dr. King's birthday joyously and contemplatively and to implore those in
attendance this weekend to enlist in the battle against racism. I make no
pretense of being neutral in my appraisal of Martin Luther King, Jr •• While I'm
sure that he had hi_s flaws and made his mistakes, I hold him to be on of God's
important men in this country and this century - a Christian prophet who revealed an unusual degree of the love and courage and judgement which were incarnate in Jesus Christ. Dr. King represents greatness in our time.
DEVELOPMENT

Let me review his life story with you this morning. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta in 1929. His father, a
Baptist minister, was the son of a share-cropper and had known the worst about
poverty, ignorance and discriminationo He was determined to give to his son
another kind of heritage. King, Jr. remembered a day when as a child he went
to a downtown shoestore with his father.
"We sat down in the first empty seats at the front of the
store. A young white clerk came up and murmured politely,
'I'll be happy to wait on you if you'll just move to those
seats in the rear'. My father answered, 'There's nothing
wrong with these seats. We're quite comfortable here'.
'Sorry' said the clerk, 'but you'll have to move'. 'we'll
either buy shoes sitting here' my father retorted, 'or we
won 1 t buy shoes at all'. ;fuereupon he took me by the hand
and walked out of the store. This was the first time I had
ever seen my father so angry. I still remember walking down
the street beside him as he muttered, 'I don't care how long
I have to live with this system, I will never accept it'"
Sensitive of spirit and keen of mind, young King finished rtigh School at 15,
and Morehouse College at 19. He thought of being a doctor, a lawyer, at length
decided on the ministry. He ca~ north to enroll at Crozer Theological Seminary,
a Baptist Seminary at Che~ter, Pennsylvania. There he was one of six blacks in a
student body of 100. He led his class, both academically and actually as its
President. He was g5_ven a fellowship to study for his PhD at the university of
his choice, and he chose Boston UnivP.rsity, where he entered in the Fall of 1951.
At both Crozer and Boston, he was introduced to the heritage of great minds and
spirits - Kant, Hegel, Thoreau, Gandhi, Luther, Tillich, Niebuhr. And in Boston,
he was also introduced to the girl who bec2~e his wife, Caretta Scott, who was
studying at the New England Conservatory of Music.
In 1954, they went to Montgomery, Alabama, where Martin Luther King, Jr.
became the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. That first year was
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simply a happy year - for the Church and for the parsonage family, but then on
December lst, 1955, there came the event .. tho "moment" that joined with "the man".
Late that afternoon, a hlack seamstress by the name of Rosa Parks boarded
a bus to go home from her vlOrk in a city department store. She took her seat
with other blacks toward the b~ck of the bus, behind the white passengers. When
later six whites boarded the bus, the driver asked the black folks nearest the
front to give up their seats to the whites. Rosa Parks alone refused. Asked
later why she had done it, she said, "I don't really know why I wouldn't move.
There was no plan at all. I was just tired from shopping. My feet hurt". The
driver called the police who arrested her for violating the city's segregation
ordinance.
That event stung and strengthened the blacks in Montgomery as nothing else
had done, and Martin Luther King emerged as their leader. The Montgomery Improvement Associations was formed with King as President. Almost immediately there
developed a boycott against the busses, and for a year the blacks formed car
pools, walked,·rode mules, drove wagons. From the beginning, Dr. King set
the thermost8t for the manner of their protest. To a hugh mass meeting of his
people at the onset, he said:
"Love must be our regulating ideal. Once again we must hear
the words of Jesus echoing across the centuries, 1 Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, and pray for them that
despitefully use you!' If you protest courageously, and yet
with dignity and Christian love, when the history books are
written in future generations, the historians will have to
pause and say, 'There lived a great people - a black people who injected new meaning and dignity into the veins of civilization."
It was a rough year with threats, pressures, arrests, bombs directed at Kir~
and his people. But they stood firm and when at length the Supreme Court struck
down the city's bus segregation laws, the Montgomery buses were integrated and
King had become a national figure. He was only 28, and that is pretty young to
be famous and powerful. King knew it and earlier he said to a friend, "Frankly,
I'm worried to .death. A man who hits the peak at 27 has a tough job ahead. People
will be expecting me to pull rabbits out of the hat for the rest of my life!"
And the rest of his life was little more than 11 years - but those years were
crammed with troubles and triumphs. We can only touch the high spots here. He
was the guiding spirit in the founding of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, which surrunoned blacks to "assert their human dignity (and) to accept
Christian love in full knowledge of its power to defy evil". In 1959, he and his
wife went to India to visit Gandhi's country. In 1960, they moved from Montgomery to Atlanta, where the younger King became co-pastor with his father, yet
actually devoted most of his time to a ministry that was nationwide. He wrote
and he lectured ••• he led his people during crises in Albany, Georgia, in St.
Augustine, in Birmingham, in Selma. He challenged old customs and old local laws
that were meant to keep blacks "in their place" - meaning an inferior place in a
segregated society. He did it with dignity and a steady plea for non-violence. He
was often i~ prison. His home was bombed. He was stabbed, but he went on.
In 1963, he organized the March on Washington -an event that Time described
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as "a spectacle
ni.r.g could have
walked from the
gave one of his
In 1964, he won

of disorganized oder, with a stateliness that n amount of planproduczd." Some 200,000 strong - whites and blacks of all ages Washington Monument to the Lincoln Menorial, and there the man
most moving addresses with the recurrir.g theme, "I have a dream ••• 11
the Nobel Peace Prize - the youngest Peace Laureate in history.

Early in April of 1968, King was in Memphis to rally support for the garbage workers of that city, and at the age of 39 he was killed by an assassin's
bullet. And many of us can remember just where we were and what we were doing
early that evening as the news came to us, "Martin Luther King murdered". That
was 19 years afo, but as so often happens, a man in death is as much a force to
be reckoned with as a man in life. And just as a New Testament writer said of a
predecessor, so we can say of King, "He died, but through his faith, he is still
speaking to us". And so he is, even today as many of the congregations of this
city and this country set aside some time to reflect on those painful episodes
of racial bigotry that have taken place throughout our history.
FAITH IN GOD

For myself - the ongoing message of his life sterna from the
Christian characteristics of his life, the first of which is

his faith in God.
The manner of this man's life was deeply rooted in the manner of his faith.
It was his faith that kept clear his vision or true freedom 6or his people. "God"
he would say, "is working through history for the salvation of His children.
As
we struggle to defeat the forces of evil, the God of the universe struggles with us!"
And especially it was his faith that gave him a high measure of calmness and
steadiness. A favorite passage in his writings concerns a night in Montgomery,
when after a particularly strenuous day, his sleep had been interrupted by one
more call threatening his life. Sleepless and distraught, the ~ nister went downstairs and over the kitchen table, he prayed aloud in words that later he remembered to be:
"I am here taking a stand for what I believe is right. But
now I am afraid ••• I am at the end of my powers ••• I have nothing
left. I've come to the point where I can't face it alone."

Wrote

that particular experience:
"At that moment I experienced the presence of the Divine as I
had never before experienced him. It seemed as though I could
hear the quiet assurance of an inner voice, saying, 'Stand up
for righteousness, stand up for the truth. God will he at
your side forever.' Almost at once my fears began to pass from
me. My uncertainty disappeared. I was ready to face anything.
The outer situation remained the same, but God had given me
inner calm."

There is nothing in that experience that has to do with a man's color, his country,
his century. That is the experience that God has promised to any man and every
man, "My grace is sufficient for you". First, his faith in God. What a legacy.
RELIANCE ON NON-VIOLENCE

Second, his reliance on non-violence. Of the
Montgomery protest, he said, ''The principle of nonviolence became the guiding light of our movement. Christ furnished the spirit

- L and motivation - and Gandhi furnished the :nethod."
If people think of non-violence as synonymous with subservience, timidity,
appeasement then Dr. King does not fit the picture. He was determined, insistent, courageous. After his h;)use had been bombed in Montgomery, a crowd of
angry black people gathered around, ready to return force with force, and Dro
King calmed them by saying:
"Don't get panicky. Don't get your 't~eapons. He who lives
by the sword will perish by the sword. ~fe are not advocating
violence. I want you to love our enemies. Be good to them,
love them and let them know you love them."
One night back in the Spring of 1966, I remember hearing Dr. King speak at
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine and with great Christian eloquence, he proclaimed that love and non-violence were stronger weapons than bombs and bullets.
Hearing him speak that night was an unforgettable spiritual experience ••• ~t was
as if the "heavens opened. King was a consistent apostle of non-violence and
when increasing numbers of his own people questioned its efficacy, he responded:
"If every black :.n the United States turns to violence, I
will choose to be that one lone voice preaching that this
iS the wrong T,Jay • II
So he lived and so he died. And though the pendulum for the time being
seems to have swung away from his standard in this respect, we need to be reminded that this is part of his legacy and as such is a 20th century expression of
a 1st century hope,
"That love is better than spite ••• that courage is better
than fear ••• that faith is truer than doubt".
DIGNITY OF MAN

Finally, his concern for the dignity of man. Born a black
in a society that was accustomed to treating black people with
something less than respect and dignity, and because of an incident in a Montgomery bus when a black l.~dy refused to give up her seat to a white passenger,
he found himself the leader of a powerful movement to restore self-respect for
blacks and to insist upon equal justice and opportunity. And he did it by reaffirming the Christian ideal and the American dream. In a famous letter from a
Birmingham jail, he wrote:
"One day the
children of
standing up
most sacred

South <rill kno'" that when these disinherited
God sat at lunch counters they were in reality
for the best in the American dream and the
values in our Judaeo-Christian heritage."

There is something in our human nature that feeds upon the notion of
superiority and supremacy. It is not good. Ir. the day of Jesus, it was the
Jews over the Samaritans; in Hitler's day, it was the German Aryans over the
Jews. In our day, it has been the whites over the blacksm:~!-us-wh.o are
white hav~beP~aa~~-i~-urre~ay or another, verbally and non-verbally, that
m~?ority people are_q,ur-i.f;l4'er'fers~. Mart~ Luther King had a vital par~ in
ch~rrging old concepts and cust::9!!1-s-~restoring a race to an assert~on of
self-hood and a sense of digni.Vo

•

- 5Sometimes we are concerned that the mov:~ment that he led has gotten out
of bounds and taken wrong turns. "Black :rlde", "Black power", "Black
separatism" and bcycotts-'of whi te-oyR- ~usinesse~sueh as the on~roposed
for thLs coming Heune tlay in cu~-" y are\reali~i:es of our ti~to be reckoned
with. And whites,
o for ce _., ries perpe:t;._~ted "white sepa:catism" c.re really
not in a solid P. ition t~ e critical or too judg8menta~~out such
efforts. I s _port ou:/mayor in speaking out against J:.l:l~ proposed boycott,
for this Gos~l of~esus Christ stands in judgement upon black separatism no
less than white separatism.
/

Let us always remember that Martin Luther Kingts ultimate dream was not
one of brokenness, but of brotherhood. That day in Washington in l963.ooperhaps you were there ••• he said:
"I have a dream that one day ••• the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit
together at the table of brotherhood."
Again, a 20th century hope that reminds us of a lst Century dream,
"For there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither male
nor female
for you are all one in Christ Jesus".
The dream and the deed of God coming to us in Christ, "when He so loved the
world". Thank God this weekend for man of our time whose faith in God was
unbelievable, whose reliance on non-violence is the way for us to walk, and
whose belief in the dignity of all people is a challenge to us. Thank
God for this great Christian prophet of our century.
0 God, Our Father, Father of all mankind, remind us that to be
a follower of Christ is to take neither pride nor shame in the
color of our skin. Help us to see all human beings as children of yours.
In the name and spirit of Christ, our lord. Amen

PRAYER

VISITORS:

Sunday, January 18, 1987
~leather:

snowy and cold.

Attendance:
1986:
1985:
1984:
1983:
1982:
1981:

130 adults and 15 children.

150
139
160
lh7
160
182

1980:
1979:
1978:
1977:
1976:
1975:

156
171
137
126
161
lh2

Total:
1974:
1973:
1972:
1971:
1970:
1969:

145
129

114
135
121
130
119

(/ ' ' .

1.

OT Miss Vivica Bromfield:

Out of town letter.
by PC at door.

22 Elliot Road
Great Neck, New York
Telephone: no'listing

11021

Came with Michele Barton.

Greeted

BACK AGAIN

1. Dr. William Chambers
2. Miss Toni Itzkoff
3. Ms. Elvie Jimenez
4. Mr. Richard Oh
5. Ms. Rebecca Sensenbaugh
6. Mrs. Katherine Robinson: PC to call her at 289 -U387
7. Alison More
8. Steve Ha~Nood: two weeks in a row ••• no other info ••• no addres
9. Linda Ramsey: to call PC for appointment
10. Marjorie "lhyte: to see PC on Tuesday evening.
CHECK lrliTH OFFICE
Check address we have for Ronna Herrr.an!l: 2!12 East 77th Street, 3
Is this the one we have on card file. It's the correct one.

ADULT BIBLE CLASS PARTICIPANTS
1. Pam Foote: 877 -9006
2. Jerry Duboff: 876 -5015
3. Avion Brooks
·4. Anna De1son
5. Victoria Sackey

( over )
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INTRODUCTION

Tomorrow we pause to celebrate the birthday of a great American, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr •• I need not recount for you
the incidents of recent racial violence in our city: a dozen whites against
three blacks in Howard Beach, 30 or more blacks against one white youth in
Jamaica, and similar incidents that have occurred recently. Many of you are
distressed, as am I, with such incidents of raetal prejudice. It's almost
bizarre that these incidents occurred between Christmas and the anniversary of
a national martyr, Martin Luther King, Jr., a man who suffered so much in his
battle against bigotry.
Our Governor and our Mayor have urged our churches and our synagogues to
observe Dr. King's birthday joyously and contemplative~ and to implore those in
attendance this weekend to enlist in the battle against racism. I make no
pretense of being neutral in my appraisal of Martin Luther King, Jr •• While I'm
sure that he had his flaws and made his mistakes, I hold him to be on of God's
important men in this country and this century - a Christian prophet who revealed an unusual degree of the love and courage and judgement which were in•
carnate in Jesus Christ. Dr. King represents greatness in our time.
DEVELOPMENT

Let me review his life story with you this morning. Martin
Luther King, Jr. was born in Atlanta in 1929. His father, a
Baptist minister, was the son of a share-cropper and had known the worst about
poverty, ignorance and discrimination. He was determined to give to his son
another kind of heritage. King, Jr. remembered a day when as a child he went
to a downtown shoestore with his father.
"We sat down in the first empty seats at the front of the
store. A young white clerk came up and murmured politely,
'I'll be happy to wait on you if you'll just move to those
seats in the rear'. My father answered, 'There's nothing
wrong with these seats. We're quite comfortable here'.
'Sorry' said the clerk, 'but you'll have to move'. 'We'll
either buy shoes sitting here' my father retorted, 'or we
won't buy shoes at all'. Whereupon he took me by the hand
and walked out of the store. This was the first time I had
ever seen my father so angry. I still remember walking down
the street beside him as he muttered, 'I don't care how long
I have to live with this system, I will never accept it'"
Sensitive of spirit and keen of mind, young King finished High School at 15,
and Morehouse College at 19. He thought of being a doctor, a lawyer, at length
decided on the ministry. He came north to enroll at Crozer Theological Seminary,
a Baptist Seminary at Chester, Pennsylvania. There he was one of six blacks in a
student body of 100. He led his class, both academically and actually as its
President. He was given a fellowship to study for his PhD at the university of
his choice, and he chose Boston University, where he entered in the Fall of 1951.
At both Crozer and Boston, he was introduced to the heritage of great minds and
spirits - Kant, Hegel, Thoreau, Gandhi, Luther, Tillich, Niebuhr. And in Boston,
he was also introduced to the girl who beceme his wife, Caretta Scott, who was
studying at the New England Conservatory of Music.
In 1954, they went to Montgomery, Alabama, where Martin Luther King, Jr.
became the pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church. That first year was
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simply a happy year - for the Church and for the parsonage family, but then on
December lst, 1955, there came the event .. the "moment" that joined with "the man".
Late that afternoon, a black seamstress by the name of Rosa Parks boarded
a bus to go home from her work in a city department store. She took her seat
with other blacks toward the back of the bus, behind the white passengers. When
later six whites boarded the bus, the driver asked the black folks nearest the
front to give up their seats to the whites. Rosa Parks alone refused. Asked
later why she had done it, she said, 11 I don 1 t really know why I wouldn 1 t move.
There was no plan at all. I was just tired from shopping. My feet hurt". The
driver called the police who arrested her for violating the city's segregation
ordinance.
That event stung and strengthened the blacks in Montgomery as nothing else
had done, and Martin Luther King emerged as their leader. The Montgomery Improve~
ment Associations was formed with King as President. Almost immediately there
developed a boycott against the busses, and for a year the blacks formed car
pools, walked, ' rode mules, drove wagons. From the beg inning, Dr. King set
the thermosta.t for the manner of their protest. To a hugh mass meeting of his
people at the onset, he said:
"Love must be our regulating ideal. Once again we must hear
the words of Jesus echoing across the centuries, 'Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, and pray for them that
despitefully use youl' If you protest courageously, and yet
with dignity and Christian love, when the history books are
written in future generations, the historians will have to
pause and say, 'There lived a great people - a black people •
who injected new meaning and dignity into the veins of civiliza•
tion."
It was a rough year with threats, pressures, arrests, bombs directed at King
and his people. But they stood firm and when at length the Supreme Court struck
down the city's bus segregation laws, the Montgomery buses were integrated and
King had become a national figure. He was only 28, and that is pretty young to
be famous and powerful. King knew it and earlier he said to a friend, "Frankly,
I'm worried to ~eath. A man who hits the peak at 27 has a tough job ahead. People
will be expecting me to pull rabbits out of the hat for the rest of my life!"
And the rest of his life was little more than 11 years - but those years were
crammed with troubles and triumphs. We can only touch the high spots here. He
was the guiding spirit in the founding of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, which sununoned blacks to "assert their human dignity {and) to accept
Christian love in full knowledge of its power to defy evil". In 1959, he and his
wife went to India to visit Gandhi's country. In 1960, they moved from Montgomery to Atlanta, where the younger King became co-pastor with his father, yet
actually devoted most of his time to a ministry that was nationwide. He wrote
and he lectured ••• he led his people during crises in Albany, Georgia, in St.
Augustine, in Birmingham, in Selma. He challenged old customs and old local laws
that were meant to keep blacks "in the.ir place" - meaning an inferior place in a
segregated society. He did it with dignity and a steady plea for non-violence. He
was often in prison. His home was bombed. He was stabbed, but he went on.
In 1963, he organized the March on Washington - an event that Time described
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as "a spectacle
ning could have
walked from the
gave one of his
In 1964, he won

of disorganized oder, with a stateliness that n amount of plan•
produced." Some 200,000 strong - whites and blacks of all ages Washington Monument to the Lincoln Memorial, and there the man
most moving addresses with the recurring theme, "I have a dream ••• "
the Nobel Peace Prize - the youngest Peace Laureate in history.

Early in April of 1968, King was in Memphis to rally support for the garbage workers of that city, and at the age of 39 he was killed by an assassin's
bullet. And many of us can remember just where we were and what we were doing
early that evening as the news came to us, "Martin Luther King murdered". That
was 19 years ago, but as so often happens, a man in death is as much a force to
be reckoned with as a man i~ life. And just as a New Testament writer said of a
predecessor, so we can say of King, "He died, but through his faith, he is still
speaking to us". And so he is, even today as many of the congregations of this
city and this country set aside some time to reflect on those painful episodes
of racial bigotry that have taken place throughout our history.
FAITH IN GOD

For myself - the ongoing message of his life stems from the
Christian characteristics of his life, the first of which is

his faith in God.

The manner of this man's life was deeply rooted in the manner of his faith.
It was his faith that kept clear his vision or true freedom !6or his people. "God"
he would say, "is working through history for the salvation of His children.
As
we struggle to defeat the forces of evil, the God of the universe struggles with us! 1
And especially it was his faith that gave him a high measure of calmness and
steadiness. A favorite passage in his writings concerns a night in Montgomery,
when after a particularly strenuous day, his sleep had been interrupted by one
more call threatening his life. Sleepless and distraught, the me nister went downstairs and over the kitchen table, he prayed aloud in words that later he remembered to be:
"I am here taking a stand for what I be lieve is right. But
now I am afraid ••• I am at the end of my powers ••• ! have nothing
left. I've come to the point where I can't face it alone."
Wrote King about that particular experience:
"At that moment I experienced the presence of the Divine as I
had never before experienced him. It seemed as though I could
hear the quiet assurance of an inner voice, saying, 'Stand up
for righteousness, stand up for the truth. God will he at
your side forever. 1 Almost at once m.v fears began to pass from
me. My uncertainty disappeared. I was ready to face anything.
The outer situation remained the same, but God had given me
inner calm."
There is nothing in that experience that has to do with a man's color, his country,
his century. That is the experience that God has promised to any man and every
man, "My grace is sufficient for you". First, his faith in God. What a legacy.
RELIANCE ON NON-VIOLENCE

Second, his reliance on non-violence. Of the
Montgomery protest, he said, "The principle of nonviolence became the guiding light of our mo~ement. Christ furnished the spirit

- 4and motivation - and Gandhi furnished the method."
If people think of non-violence as synonymous with subservience, timidity,
appeasement then Dr. King does not fit the picture. He was determined, insis ...
tent, courageous. After his house had been bombed in Montgomery, a crowd of
angry black people gathered around, ready to return force with force, and Dr.
King calmed them by saying:
"Don't get panicky. Don 1 t get your weapons. He who lives
by the sword will perish by the sword. We are not advocating
violence. I want you to love our enemies. Be good to them,
love them and let them know you love them."
One night back in the Spring of 1966, I remember hearing Dr. King speak at
the Cathedral of St. John the Divine and with great Christian eloquence, he pro•
claimed that love and non*violence were stronger weapons than bombs and bullets.
Hearing him speak that night was an unforgettable spiritual experience ••• ~t was
as if the "heavens opened. King was a consistent apostle of non...violence and
when increasing numbers of his own people questioned its efficacy, he responded:
"If every black in the United States turns to violence, I
will choose to be that one lone voice preaching that this
is the wrong way."
So he lived and so he died. And though the pendulum for the time being
seems to have swung away from his standard in this respect, we need to be reminded that this is part of his legacy and as such is a 20th century expression of
a 1st century hope,
"That love is better than spite ••• that courage is better
then fear ••• that faith is truer than doubt".
DIGNITY OF MAN

Finally, his concern for the dignity of man. Born a black
in a society that was accustomed to treating black people with
something less than respect and dignity, and because of an incident in a Mont•
gomery bus when a black ledy refused to give up her seat to a white passenger,
he found himself the leader of a powerful movement to restore self-respect for
blacks and to insist upon equal justice and opportunity. And he did it by reaffirming the Christian ideal and the American dream. In a famous letter from a
Birmingham jail, he wrote:
"One day the
children of
standing up
most sacred

South y,r.ill know that when these disinherited
God sat at lunch counters they were in reality
for the best in the American dream and the
values in our Judaeo-Christian heritage."

There is something in our human nature that feeds upon the notion of
superiority and supremacy. It is not good. In the day of Jesus, it was the
Jews over the Samaritans; in Hitler's day, it was the German Aryans over the
Jews. In our day, it has been the whites over the blacks. All of us who are
white have been taught in one way or another, verbally and nonMverbally, that
minority people are our inferiors. Martin Luther King had a vital part in
challenging old concepts and customs and restoring a race to an assertion of
self-hood and a sense of dignity.

- 5Sometimes we are concerned that the movement that he led has gotten out
of bounds and taken wrong turns. "Black pride", "Black power", "Black
separatism" and boycotts of white-owned businesses such as the one proposed
for this coming h.Tednesday in our city are realities of our time to be reckoned
with. And whites, who for centuries perpetuated "white separatism" are really
not in a solid position to be critical or too judgemental about such
efforts. I support our mayor in speaking out against the proposed boycott,
for this Gospel of Jesus Christ stands in judgement upon black separatism no
less than white separatism.
Let us always remember that Martin Luther King's ultimate dream was not
one of brokenness, but of brotherhood. That day in Washington in 1963 ••• perhaps you were there ••• he said:
"I have a dream that one day ••• the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit
together at the table of brotherhood."
Again, a 20th century hope that reminds us of a 1st Century dream,
"For there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither male".
nor female - for you are all one in Christ Jesus".
1:

The dream and the deed of God coming to us in Christ, "v.rhen He so loved the
world". Thank God this weekend for man of our time whose faith in God was
unbelievable, whose reliance on non~violence is the way for us to walk, and
whose belief in the dignity of all people is a challenge to us. Thank
God for this great Christian prophet of our century.
PRAYER

0 God, Our Father, Father of all mankind, remind us that to be
a follower of Christ is to take neither pride nor shame in the
color of our skin. Help us to see all human beings as children of yours.
In the name and spirit of Christ, our Lord. Amen
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Attendance:
1986:
1985:
1984:
1983:
1982:
1981:

1.

OT Miss

130 adults and 15 children.

150
139
160
117
160
182

V~ica Bromfield:

Out of town letter.
by PC at door.

1980:
1979:
1978:
1977:
1976:
1975:

156
171
137
129
161
142

Total:
1974:
1973:
1972:
1971:
1970:
1969:

22 Elliot Road
Great Neck, New York
Telephone: no'listing

145-129

114

135
121
130
119

11021

Came with Michele Barton.

Greeted

BACK AGAIN
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Dr. William Chambers
Miss Toni Itzkoff
Ms. Elvie Jimenez
Mr. Richard Oh
Ms. Rebecca Sensenbaugh
Mrs. Katherine Robinson: PC to call her at 289 -4387
Alison More
Steve Haywood: two weeks in a rowo •• no other info ••• no address for him.
Linda Ramsey: to call PC for appointment
Marjorie ~fuyte: to see PC on Tuesday evening.

CHECK vliTH OFFICE
Check address we have for Ronna Hermann: 2Lt2 East 77th Street, 3 FW, NY 10021
Is this the one we have on card file. It's the correct one.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS PARTICIPANTS
1. Pam Foote: 877 -9006
· 2. Jerry Duboff: 876 -5015
3. Avion Brooks
·4. Anna Delson
5. Victoria Sackey

( over )

- 2 -

6. Mary Miller

1. John SiiTUT!S

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Frank High
Bobbie Heron
Dorcas Demasio
M<ii"Y Lou Risley
Mary Lou !1cGanney
Lynn MacShane
Marianna Reynolds
Jane Grimmett
}larie Biril1o
.Phil Clarke
Janet Ernst
Jacque Notestine
Anne Davenport

A REMINDER:

PC •••• "don't forget to bring the Junior Teacher's Sunday
School book in to.church" (Jane Grimmett)

\

ANTHEM:

"Adoramus Te"

"We adore Thee, Christ, our Lord, and
we worship Thy name, Jesus. Who, by Thy
sacred cross, and by Thy sacred passion
hast redeemed the world".
ANTHEM:

"His Voice As the Sound"

"His voice as the sound of the dulcimer
sweet, is heard thro' the shadows of death;
the cedars of Lebanon bow at His feet, the
air is perfum'd with His lips as a fountain
of righteousness flow that waters the garden
of grace, from which their salvation the
Gentiles shall know, and bask in the smile of
His face. Love sits in His eyelids and
scatters delight thro' all the bright regions
on high. They veil in His sight with trembling fullness of joy. He looks and ten
thousand of angels rejoice, and myriads wait
for His word. He speaks, and eternity filled
with His voice, reechoes the praise of Her
Lord."
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - is played after the
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite
you to share in the beauty of it.
FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the downstairs Choir Room.

\

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"
The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on
Tuesday evening at 6:30 pm in Fellowship
Hall. New friends are always most welcome
to share in this caring study group. The
leader is George Leopold. Supper follows
at Drake's Drum around nine o'clock.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees will meet on
Wednesday evening, January 21st, at 7:30 pm.
FINANCE COMMITTEE
The Finance Committee will meet this
Thursday evening, January 22nd, at 7 pm.
SATURDAY RUMMAGE SALE
A Rummage Sale will be held this Saturday, January 24th, in Fellowship Hall. If
you can lend a hand in any way, please be
in touch with Dianne Keller. Workers are
needed both before the sale as well as on
Saturday.
FIRST OF FOUR
The first of four Bake Sales to be
held between now and mid-June will be held
this next Sunday, January 25th, during the
coffee hour. Doreen Morales is our Bake
Sale promoter. The proceeds from the Bake
Sales help to undergird the All Church
Picnic of June 20th. Bake Sale II will be
Sunday, February 22nd.

\

PARK AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
106 East 86th Street
New York, N .Y.10028
AT 9-6997

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Rev. Philip A. C. Clarke . ... . ..... . ..... . ... . .... Minister
Mr. Lyndon Woodside ... . ....... . .. Organist-Choir Director
Mr. Jack Schmidt ........ .. . . ..... .. .... Business Manager
Ms. Kathleen Harrison .. .. . . .................... Secretary
Mrs. Judith Keisman .... . .. .. .......... Day School Director
Mr. Carlos Bernal .. .. .... . .. . ....... . ... . . . ... Custodian
GENERAL OFFICERS
Lay Members, Annual Conference .. . . . . Mr. Edward J. Brown
Mrs. Joyce Gartrell
President, Board of Trustees ...... . ........ Miss Lynn Bruhn
Chairman, Administrative Council . . .. . .. . Mr. Leroy Coffman
Chairman, Education Committee ........... Mr. William Bell
Chairman, Fellowship Committee .. . .... Miss Helen Wilkinson
Chairman, Finance Committee ... . .... . Mr. Edward J. Brown
Chairman, Church Property Committee .. Mr. Doug Heimbigner
Co-Chairmen , Membership Committee .... Miss Linda Burtch
Dr. John Lombardo
Chairman, Outreach Committee ...... . .. . Miss Elizabeth Berg
Chairman, Worship Committee ........... Miss Pam Hubby
Co-Chairmen, Day School ....... Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hughes
Chairman, Ushers ... . .... . ..... . ..... . . Mr. Larry Morales
Superintendent, Sunday School ...... . ... Miss Anne Davenport

PARK AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
January 18, 1987

LAY READER

ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

ORGAN
"Larghetto"
Handel
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 293 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated)
Most merciful Father, we have done little to
forward Thy kingdom in this world, to foster the
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us,
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings;
forgive our neglect; give us a pure heart intent
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to
seek first Thy kingdom and Thy righteousness.
And make us to come, as came Thy Son, not to be
ministered unto, but to minister. We ask this
in the spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

***
PSALTER
"O Lord, How Majestic Is Thy Name!"
GLORIA PATRI
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

No. 555
No. 792
No. 741

***
ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE

We welcome Mary Lou McGanney to the Lectern today.
A native of Dallas, Texas, reared in Kalamazoo, Michican,
a graduate of Radcliffe, Mary Lou is a member of the
Adjunct Faculty at Baruch College and works as a consultant in Statistics and Research Design. Here in the
Church, she serves as President of the United Methodist
Women and is a member of the Finance Committee and also
the Administrative Council.
GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters today are Linda Burtch and John Lombardo. The ushers are James Padilla, Richmond Bates, Gary
Kunishima, Ernest Nieratka and John Tucker.
AN INVITATION
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warm fellowship made possible
for us today by Helen Wilkinson, Ann and Gordon Bryant,
Karen Kluge, Gertrude Lesser, Anette Lewis and Gloria
Percy.
CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE

"Adoramus Te"
Galatians 3: 23 - 28
Ephesians 6: 10 - 20

Lotti
Page 1014
Page 1020

PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"His Voice As the Sound"
Shaw
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 192 "In Christ There Is No East Or West"
SERMON "The Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr."
HYMN NO. 305 "Onward, Christian Soldiers"
BENEDICTION
ORGAN
"Allegro"
Clokey

*** Interval for Ushers

Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for
infants and toddlers is also available on the fourth floor
in the Day School room.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
An Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at
9:15 in Fellowship Hall. Janet Ernst is leading a class
of fifteen persons in "A Guide to Bible Study". Assisted
by Anna Delson, an invitation is extended to others to
come and join this Sunday morning group. Doughn~ts and
hot coffee are served.

