"THd LIFE WE LOOK FOR"

INTROLUCTION The germon thieg morning begins with the rather sobering
obgervation that generally speaking the people of today
are not interested in and concerned with the things of
the 1ife to come, not at least, shall we say, to the extent of the
peovle of one hundred years ago. In fact, if we were to take a poll

of this congregation at thie moment on this euestion, LU YUy SELIEVE

IN 4 LIFE AFTER DEATH, we might be ehocked and startled with the
resulte of that poll. I may be wrong. I hope I am. But by and large,
I thinc there's more truth involved in this observation than many of

us would 1ike to admit there tis.

T suppose there are several reasons involved as to why this
change of attitude has taken place in the past one hundred years re-
garding the 1ife to come. TO begin with, I esurrose thaet 1ife on this
planet today is much more comfortable today than it was for the people
of one hundred ysars ago. People are enjoying this 1ife here and now.
There's every little desire in their hearte to escape from this world
into the world beyond. The result is that people tend to think less
concerning the world to come. Another reason for thie change of
attitude grows out of the fact that we've dlecovered there to be far
many mora peoole inhabiting this planet than the people of past
centuries ever gupposed there to be. Some two billion, four hundred
and million people exlst on this earth. And there are times I think
when we find 1t difficult to visualize all of them ags creatures destined
for eternal 1ife. And then I suppose that modern science has done
1te part fio bring about this change in attitude. For the most part
the 0ld cosmology of the Bible hae been removed from the minds of
people. The 01d picture of a heaven and 2 hell with earth in belween
has been removed from the minde of people, but unfortunately we have
had difficulty in replacing this 01ld picture with a new picture.

And I think this too, that God is less real to us than he was to our
grandparents. We find it difflicult to visuslize a God who knows and
directg the lives of each one of these two billion, four hundred eight
million people, and when they die, takes them back unto himself.
Life's more mechanical today than it was one hundred years ago. It
grinds out products with great efficiency, but in our minds it doesn't
seem to have the vower to raise peonle from the dead.

aAnd so for reasons of this nature, and for simllar reasons, Rufus
Joneg the great GQuaker, remarked a2 few years before he died:

"The hope of the great future life has
grown dim, and the expectatlion of it

has practically disapveared from the

hearts of people"

LEVELOXMENT And yet, if this observation is true, then why ie it that
people still flock to the churches on ZTaster Sunday?

And they do to: ©UNot only tc the churches of the city,

but aleo to the churches of the country, and not only in this country,
but alego in the countries of Europe, and the other countries of the world
where Christianity has shed some of its light. This past week as I
prepared this sermon, I kept asking myself why 1s 1t that peonle go toO
church on Taster Sunday. Why is that the churches of our land are filled
on this one Sunday like no other Sunday of the entire year.

Once agnin, I suppose that there are several reasons involved. To
begin with, I think that some people go to church on Easter slmply because
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of habit. They were brought up to go to church on waster sunday.
their parents always went to church on saster sunday. Their grand-
parents always went to church on Zaster Sunday. It & been done for
generations in their family. And sometimes habits that are this
deeply roots are hard to break. And then I supbose sowe people go to
church on Easter because they want to hang on to some of the ritual
and ceremony and suaintness of the day. They like to hear the muslc.
They like to see the flowers. And althought they don't take too
geriously the indications that these things provide, nevertheless
they want to hang on to them.

And then there are people who attend church on Eastsr Sunday
because of the prestige that's involved. I find it difficult to
concelve of this taking place, but I'm realistic enough too know that
there are people who attend church on Easter because of'the thrill
and the excltement that they derive from the event. It s the same
kind of thrill and excitement that a person derives from attending
the opehlng night of a play or the opening night of the Metropclitan
Opera. Socially, it's the thing to do. It's hard to concelve of
people attending church for thie reason, and I'm thankful that the
number of such people is decreasing from year to yvear.

But frankly I'm not satisfied with any of these reasons as to
why people go to church on Easter Sunday. I think the answer to this
guestion goes much deeper than any of us realize. It does as deep
as thig, and it'e going to take several minutes to explain this reason,
but 1t begins with this fact. That every human being is looking for
greater life. Every human being ie born with the impulse or the
instinet, if you can call it that, toolook forward as well as to
look backwards. It's part of our nature. We're born with this.
For instance, a child is constantly looking forward to the wonder and
the thrill of the next ctage of 1life. For instance, a student 1ig
constantly looking forward to the day when he receives his diplomsa
and graduates. A young person ie always looklng forward to the day
when he meets that one person and falls in love and gets married.
A simply ordinary human beings is constantly looking forward to the
life that's richer and fuller and more satisfying and less frustrating
than the 1ife he s not living. A person is born to look forward, and
28 he looks forward he looks forward to greated:Tife.

You know in my work as a minister, I'm constantly coming in
touch with the lives of elderly people. To me, this 1s one of the
Joys of the ministry. I find that people in their eceventies, and in
thelr eignties, and in thelr nineties alwayse have such a wonderful
outlook on 1life. They always have such a wonderful philosophy of
life to share with younger people. And I hardly ever see an elderly
rerson who does not talk and plan as though he or she were going on
indefinitely. They make plans for the summer. Already they're making
plansg for next winter. To b» sure, I don't know what they think sbout
»hen they're all alone, but what I'm trying to bring out here is this
that there's something instinctive in all people thek looks forward to
greater 1ife. And isn't it true that when you stop to think
Ingtinctively and spontaneously, you do not think of death as being
the end of 4Xlc 1ife. And so just to pull together the differsnt
threads of thought so far, I would say this: Desp down in our hearts

all of us are looking for greater 1ife, not only in terms of this world,

but also in terms of the world to come. And so perhaps the deeper
reason as to why people come to church on Easter ie because for a few
brief moments, they may catch a glimpse of this greater 1ife that
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instinctively they're longing and looking for. All of this leads us
into the next auestion which might be put in this fashion:

wiAT KiNv vr LA What kind of 1ife are we looking for? What

An WE LOOKING FOR? kind of life are we longing for in terms of
the life to come? Now I recognlze that I

can't anewer thie suestion with anv degree of certainty for you. All

I can do 1s answer it in terme that are meaningful to myself. But on

the other hand I know some of you pretty well, so psrhaps I can include

gome of you in my answers. What kind of 1life are we looking for?

For one thing, we're not looking for a 1life that goes on and on
forevnr, an endless prolongation of the days and years of our own tilme.
We're not looking for a life that'e an exact replica of this one, filled
with the infirmities and inhlbitions of this world. Npr are we
looking for the kind of life that's described in the Book of Revelation -
angels, harpe, and streets paved with gold. I think I know gome of
you well enough to know that you might like this kind of world for
s time, but in the long run I thinxg you'd eventually get sick of 1it.

Nor are we looking for the kind of life that's 1ittle more than a
rewsrd for being good in this life. There are times I suppose when
all of usg tend to think of the hereafter in terms of a bribe or

a2 bait in order to make sure that we're gcod and decent people in
thie world. But this conception is not entirely satisfying. I
feel that veople sre goling to be good and decent here and now in
this 1life without havwing to be bribed or baited into 1t. At least

they ought to be.

These then are some of the things that we're not looking for
in terms of the world to coms. Now some of you may be wondering well
what kind of 1ife are we looking for. HNow mind you, this ig no
easy euestion to answer. It's like some of those othsr great
auestions that we touched upon during Lent. All we can hope to do is
make 3 few inroads here and there, and YPerhaps in the course of
thinge we'll shed some light upon a suestion that may have besn for
some person a very baffling mystery.

Occasionally ws come across what you might call pointers or
hints which help us to answer some of these cuestions. What kind of
life are we looking for? Here's a pointer or a hint that g been
hslnful to me. If you have any knowledge of muglc, you'll know
what I m talking about when I speak of the dominant seventh chord.
There's something about this particular chord that leads into some-
thing else. And if you don't play what it leade into, namely the
tonic major chord, you'll goon go crazy This unresolved seventh
chord leads into com@thing else. It keeps you in suspsnrce, in
tension, but once the major tonic chord is struck then you have
complete nmusical satisfaction.

Now 4+ realize that this illusetration ie far from being perfect,
but in a2 limited way it suggeste to us the kind of 1life that all of
ue are looking for. The lifeof this world compares to that unresolved
seventh chord. Sometimes it makes you imDatLent It keeps you in
guspenee. There aro 80 may wuestlions we 'd 1ike to have answsred.
80 many thinge we'd like to know. But this 1ife, like the dominant
seventh chord, leads into something else. And eventually 1t is
resolved in that ma Jor chord in wnich we find complete peace, rest and
satisfaction. Thie is the xind of 1ifs we're looking for - a 1life in
which the broken chords of this 1life are fulfilled and magnificently
regolved, once and for all times
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THIs KINL OF LibkE Now, I'm enough of an optimist to bellieve that
IS FELT HERE..... people go to church on Easter Sunday because

they feel and taste that kind of 1ife they're
looking for here in this place. They may feel it for juet a few min-
utes. There are suggestione, intimations, convictione of the heart
offered to them. They may s2e it in the flowers, because flewers are
a thing of beauty, and while their beauty 1§ fading and transient,
they nevertheless do speak to us of 9 beauty that 1sg not fading and
traneient. They may hear it in the music, for music comes from that
other world whsre things ars changless and eternal.

And then of course the resurrecticn of Jesus openly Jroclaims
it. We «now that Jesus did not die s natural death. Ws know that
he wag killed by some people like ourselves who may have thought they
were doing ths right thing. Hie tife was certalnly an unrssolved
chord. But eomehow, in the mystsry of God, that c:hord wzs resolved.
Experiences of thie type are always hard to put into words, and some-
timee the words are not satisfying. But his friends claimed that thsy
caw him. They felt hie presence. They had contact with him. Life
flowed batween them. And eom=how in the grest mystery of God, he
save them the asesurance that the life they had been looking for and
longing for wse not hemmed in by time and space, but was a life of
a éifferent -uality - a 1ife of loving and giving, a2 1life in which
de~*n Te¢ -0t the end, but only the beginning. And sc in that great
event, the unresolved seventh chord was resgolved, and the life of the
world to come was brought that much nearer to us.

HOw LC ok FIND THaT LIFE Now just one lact word. tHow do we find
thig kind of life. Jot evervone, I suppose,
finds it. There's no compulsion about

it. There's not proof regarding it. Nothing is forcing you into it.

Some of you will be content to go along with Napoleon who said

"When we 're dead, we're dead" Others of you will be content %o

linger with Browning who spoke of "The grand perhaps'". But the

mz jority of you, I think, will peace and satisfaction in the words

from St. John's Gospel: "In my father's house are many mansions. If

1t wsre not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you"

What is it that makes the difference? I suppoee it's this. It
all depends on which eids of your ship the cargo lies. By this I mean
that if the cargo of your ship is loaded with things, wordi@ly interests
and goods, then you'll hug the shore and never see this life that we've
been talking about. But if on the othsr hand, the careso of vour sghip
1e loaded on the seaward side, if the interegte and the loyalties of
vour 1life are on the @psEr side toward the open sea, where life 1is
deep and the mysteries are great and the rilsks are many, then your life
wlll lean more and more to the open seasw of eternity.

In a way, [ heeitate to put all of the burden on you at the end
of this Easter sermon, but thare really is no other way. For the life
that you're looking for and longing for in the high moments of existence,
depends a great deal on the 1life you live, and the 1ife you live
will determine the 1life Fom which vou look.

LET US PRAY: OQur Father and our God, we tahnk for the life and the wondx
and the beauty of this world. And on thig day we do thank thee for the
life anéd the wonder and the beauty of the world to come. Hel. us to
order our liveg that the welght of our interests may be on the slde of
eternal things so that when the time comes to return to thee, we shall

kKnow whither we are going. Amen




