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"THE MAN WHO CAME SEARCHING" 

INTRODUCTION U!t me begin by asking you a question. What is your one 
great goal in life? Do you have one? What ts the one great 

vision that fires you up and stirs you to transcend the daily grind? 

For John Searing - a salesman from across the River in Jersey - it was to 
yell, "And he-e-e-ere 's JCHNNI1" on the old Tonight Show with Johnny' Carson. 
Apparently Searing had watched the Tonight Show since his early teens and he 
had always thrilled to the sound of Ed McMahon bellowing the introduction. In 
198o, Seari~ wrote to the Tonight Show asking if he could have the chance some 
night of standing in for Ed McMahon. All he received in return was an autographed 
picture of Johnny Carson, but this didn't discom:-age Searing ••• 

And for the next six years he wrote over Boo letters to the Tonight ShaN' and 
asked if he could introduce Johnny Carson. Why he even sent audio tapes of 
himself doing impersonations of various stars. And on each tape, the "star" 
would ask Johnny Carson to let John Searing do that introduction. After about 
six years of this, someone from the Tonight Show called John Searing and asked him 
why he kept writing. John Searing explained his passion for the show. 

Bellew it or not, a few days later they called to tell him he would be on the 
show. They flew him out to California, drove him around in a limo and general~ 
ps:rtpered him. At the taping of the show that day, Johnny Carson told the studio 
audience all about Searing's letter writing and then he brought John out and 
interviewed him. Finally, John Searing was led over to the microphone and given 
a script or the show's entire introduction seouence. Carson walked backstage 
and waited for his cue. Searing went through the whole introduction, and then, 
at the sound of the drum roll, he announced, "And hf>--e-e-ere 's JohJU17!" Carson 
carne out and waved and r~nt on with the rest or the show. 

Some may be amused and laugh a bit at Searing's goals. They're not exactly 
world peace or aeything high and lofty and lasting. But no one can disregard 
his determination. To me, one of the saddest people in the world is that 
person - that man or woman - who has no goals to excite them or drive them or 
fire them up and help to make lU'e worth living. 

DEVELOPMENT Nancy, in the scriptures a few moments ago, introduced us to 
a young man who came to Jesus and said to Him, 

"Good Master ••• what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

At least he was asking the right question and how thrilling it is when a 
young person is truly out there - searching. 

Sometime back, Youth Specialities, interviewed several individual members 
of a youth group, each one of whom raved about his or her youth leader, a woman 
named Fartny'. Comments offered by these teenagers ran along this line ••• 

"She really seems to be in touch with what we're doing, 
and what we're going through ••• 11 "She prays about as 
all the time" •••• and "I feel like I can relate to her." 
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All of their comments were positive and reflected a deep affection and 
an admiration the students all had far their leader, Fanqy •••• who turned out 
to be an 83 year old woman who walks with a cane and speaks quite slowly. 
During the interview with her, she inadvertently revealed one of the reasons 
why she is so successful with teenagers. She said, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of my generation •••• " <ll-oh ••• we 1ve heard that be
fore, haven't we? 

Of course, teenagers are different today than when she was one. After all, to
day's teens have MTV and Madonna and others to guide their values, but wait •••• 
FanQY's not finished, for she gently goes on to say, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of my generatian •••• teenagers today are truly 
searchf.ng •••• seeldng God". Wow We didn't expect 
that •••• and wouldn't it be wonderful if all adults 
regarded teenagers with that kind of affirmation 
and affection and hope •••• 

Yes, there are many teenagers who are diligently searching for and seeking .... __ : 
afer God. I've known some of them here in our own church. 

But back to the Bible and today's scripture reading. This young man who 
came to Jesus that day long ago was no teenager• He was a successful young 
businessman •••• a sales "rep" for his company ••• living in a large all-brick home 
in one of the fashionable new sub-divisions on the growing edge of town - one 
with attractive underground utilities, a neighborhood pool and tennis courts. 
In his garage is a two year old Jeep Cherokee and a new Lexus. His 24-foot 
run-about is docked down at the marina. He's proud of his attractive wife and 
his two active children. But, you knOW' ••• he 's still searching for sanething. 

Undoubtedly he's from one of· the privileged families in town ••• well 
schooled ••• a couple of degrees •••• good manners and morality. When Jesus tells 
him to keep the commandments, "Do not ld.ll, do not commit adill.tery, do not 
steal •••• " he answers that he has kept the commandments f'rom his teen years up. 
He seems to have just about everything going for him - smart, responsible, 
on his way up in the world. Why then, does_ he feel so empty? Maybe he should 
start his own business or try sk;y-diving or learn karate. He really isn't sure 
what he needs, but he needs something. His heart is a shell ••• he feels 
restless and unfulled, as if it were nothing, but a meaningless game. Maybe 
this itinerant Teacher could offer him an answer •••• a clue ••• a thought or two·. 

JESIJS LOOKED INTO HIS HEART 

eternal life?" 

"What must I do?" asks this young man with great 
earnestness ••• ''What must I do to inherit 

The first thing we need to see is that Jesus looked right into the heart of 
this young man and therein is the secret to understanding this story. He looked 
right into the young man's heart. The writer of the Book of Hebrews tells us 
that "all are open and laid bare" to the eyes of God and certainly Jesus shared 
this same gift with God, the Father. He knew the young man's heart and knew what 
he needed. 
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Now the prescription that Jesus gave this young man is not a prescription 
that Jesus would give to everyono. It was designed to meet the need of thia 
particular young man. Mark tells us in his Gospel that Jesus "looked" on this 
young man ••• "loved"•••for He saw his sincerity, his humility and his obvious 
potential. But He also saw a gaping hole in his life and Jesus took direct aim 
at that hole and said to him, 

"You lack one thing ••• Go, SELL what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treausre in heaven, and come, FOLLCW MEL" 

Now, that's hard. What if Christ came to you, confronted you and told 
you in so many words, to give everything away? Most of us would draw back, 
and ask for a second opini·:m. As Jesus looked into this young man's heart, He 
saw that th~ young man lacked two things. First, he lacked a purpose that would 
challenge him and he lacked a person who would inspire him. 

let's consider both ••• but, first, the purpose that would challenge him. 

THE PURPOSE TO CHALIE.t(}E HIM The young man was sincere ••• moral, a real 
nice guy, a nice person, but there was no 

"fire" in his heart, and without a fire of some kind in your heart, life is 
usually humdrum, sterile, unfulf'illing. He needed something bigger than him
self to capture all the potential that was there .•••• to fire his tmgination and 
open up his pocketbook. His bank account was full, but his heart was empty. 

I read somewhere recently, in one of our church journals, about a Father 
John Haughey, SJ (Society of Jesuits) •••• a professor of Religious Ethics at 
Loyola University who in recent years has been conducting annual "Ministry of 
Moneytt retreats. Have a~ or you heard of it1 Apparently it's a retreat tar 
the super rich •••• those worth more than five million. He has found the . 
participants to often be lonely and often burdened an:l perplexed about their 
wealth and eager to talk 11God Talk" about it all. After their soul-searching 
sessions, at least two of the participants have given away all or their money 
because they could no longer bear the weight of their wealth. So otten, aoney 
makes one busy ••• not rich. Father John Haughey reminds them of the words or 
Saint John Chrysostrom who was known ·to argue that, 

"Wealth is by its very na tnre 1 ad extra' ••• it is meant 
to go out from you •••• like a light that dispels darkness. 
Once wealth is locked up within the walls of your own 
spirit, it becomes evil •••• " 

The young man needed a cause that he could get excited about ••• rired up 
about. He needed a mission project he cot1ld make his own. He needed to build 
houses for Habitat for Humanity. He needed someone whose life he could help to 
improve and undergird. Jesus wasn't telling the yo!lltg man to give away his 
money because the poor needed it. But rather He was telling the young man to 
give because the you.ng man needed to. Wealth is 'AD EXTRA' •••• meant, yes ••• to 
go out from you. The young man needed a purpose that would challenge him. 

Jeff Comment is a man who can appreciate the need for a purpose. Jeff is 
a successful businessman who takes his Christian co:mmitment to others quite 
seriously. He is the CEO or a diamond firm, but he spends a little time each 
week polishing - not diamonds, but souls •••• 
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Jeff use to breakfast each morning with a friend, an inner-city Judge who 
shared with Jeff those immense troubles and traps facing those who live in 
urban zones of crime and decay. The judge and Jeff would visit those small 
service agencies that were struggling to trans~orm ;.the inner city. 

Jeff was the extent of the problems and when he moved to Kansas City, he was 
asked to serve as Chair of the Chamber of Commerce's Committee on Crime and 
Violence. In order to understand better the problems of gang members 1n the 
inner city, the cormnittee invited in a gang member by' the name of OcUea. Odies 
was angry, but he was honest with the cormnittee members about the problems 1n 
his area and when asked what the committee could do to change the lives of gang 
members, Odies replied, "HOPE ••••• GIVE US A BIT OF HOPE." 

Jeff Comment became personally involved in Odie a' life, convincing judges 
and police officers to dismiss petty criminal charges against him. Jeff also 
managed to convince a local college to accept Odies. He helped him to get 
enrolled in a drug rehab program. It may take a few years of legwork and of 
friendship before Odies is able to stand on his own two feet and build a success
ful life, but Jeff has cormnited himself to being there for Odies for as long as 
it takes. As he says, 

"I think when I walk one day through the 
Pearly Gates, st. Peter will meet me and 
say, 'God called you to be with Odies ••• 
were you?• And I can say, 'I was with Odies '" 

Jesus may never ask you (and ne) to give away all our wealth, but it .is true 
that each of us has an "Odies" in our lives. Oh, it may be that teenagert in our 
neighborhood who desperately needs a sympathetic ear. It may be an adult on the 
other side of town who needs someone to teach them to read. It may be a group 
of children in a Sunday School Class who would benefit f'ran having a teacher who 
will make sure they- have an outstanding lesson each Sunday morning. Yes 1 we all 
have our Odies. 

A PERSON WHO WOULD INSPIRE HIM That well-to-do y-oung man needed a 
purpose that would challenge him, put sane 

fire in his gut, and he also needed a person who would inspire him. Go back to 
our text and hear it again ••• 

"You lack one thing •••• go, sell what you have, 
and give it to the poor and you will have 
treasure in heaven•. And then this ••• "And 
COME, follow Mel• 

Jesus saw great potential in this man. He could be a leader, but before 
he could lead, he needed to follow ••••• he needed a mentor, a guide, and role 
model, someone to give him a vision about life. He needed someone to plaat 
within his heart a dream about how life could be for himself, for hi8 family, 
for others - his city, community-, country, the world£ He needed to see some
one living "life eternal• •••• "life abundant• •••• "llfe triumphant• •••• betore he 
could live it himself. We all need such a meator ••• right? Someone to show us 
the wa7. 

"Come, follow Me" Jesus said to the rich young ruler. 
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Businessman, Max DePree, in his book, Leadership Jazz, tells about an 
acquaintance of his who asked himself consistently one question, "What woold 
Bucey say?" He wasn't referring to Bucky Dent or Bucky Dinnes, but referring 
always to thinker, architect, sociologist, engineer, poet and inventor of the 
geodesic dome, Buckmirtater Fuller. U Thant, former Secretl'lry-General of the 
UN, once called Buckminster Fuller, 

"One of the greatest philosopher-scientists of 
our time•••••" 

By asking, "What would Bucey say?" this man was trying to find guidance for hia 
own decisions. By asld.ng that question, he was setting a higher standard for 
his life than he would have ever achieved on his own. In order to be an 
effective leader, he was willing to follow. In this case, of course, he was 
follosing the example of Buckminster Fuller. 

You and I have the potential to be leaders in our homes, in our workplaces, 
in our collmlUllit;r, but before we can leader, we, too, need to learn to follow. 
However, our standard for abundant living is not Bucky. Our standard is Jesus. 
1~t would Jesus do? 'l'ha.t is what we hunger to lmow. Grant us, 0 God, the 
wisdom and the compassion arrl the insight of' the Man from Nazareth. Then I will 
have abundant life ••• eternal life •••• f'or He is light and life and hope and love. 

CLOSING This young man came •••• SEARCHING •••• but he turned sadly away. 
The Man .from Nazareth diagnosed his need, but it is not, was 

not, the diagnosis the young man was hoping for. or that, I am sure. 

I think he wanted a cure that did not renuire him to change ••• either hia 
values or his way of life and Jesus was asking him to do both. And doesn't that 
happell in real life? You know how it 1s ••• God gives us a til'JT glimpse of haw 
our lives MDlHT BE ••• but we turn away •••• sad~. Not for a~ dramatic reason, 
but because at the time it real~ seems like too much trouble. It could cost us 
some money. It would take up our Saturdays or perhaps even our Sundays l,dlen 
·w~r·e-oald be out on the golf course or up at the stadi11111. Ouch, we're gettillg 
close ••• to close, Jesus. .· 

And the chance passes us by for lite eternal, abundant and triumphant. Our 
needs are not that different .from this young man. We need a purpose that will 
reach out and challenge us. We need a person who will touch us, inspire us. 
I don't lmow, friend, what purpose can challenge you, but I can tell you about a 
person who will inspire you ••• if you take the time to read and study and listen on 
the deeper levels. His name is Jesus. 

Write it down. Take it home with you. Let Him have a "go" in your lite. 
And let us close with a prayer in His name ••• 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness ••• to Your presence and power 
in these moments, 0 God ••••• let this story of the young man who 

was searching for something and who came to Jesus ••• let it remind us of the 
importo..nce of our personal and individual search •••• and where the answers JII8T 
be found. Help us to find a purpose greater than ourselves ••• to find it in Him 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. In the spirit and nane of' Jesus, we pray. 
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"THE MAN WHO CAME SEARCHING" 

INTRODUCTION .U,t me begin by asking you a question. What is your one 
great goal in life? Do you have one? What is the one great 

vision that fires you up and stirs you to transcend the daily grind? 

For John Searing - a salesman from across the River in Jersey - it was to 
yell, "And he-e-e-ere 's J<liNNY1" on the old Tonight Show with Johnn.r Carson. 
Apparentl,r Searilng had watched the Tonight Show since his early' teens and he 
had always thrilled to the sound or Ed McMahon bellowing the introduction. In 
1980, Seari~ wrote to the Tonight Show asking it he could have the chance some 
night or standing in tar Ed McMahon. All be received in return was an autographed 
picture or Johnn;y Carson, but this didn't discourage Searing ••• 

And for the next six years he wrote over 800 letters to the Tonight Show and 
asked 1! he could irltroduce Johnny Carson. Why he even sent audio tapes or 
himself doing impersonations or various stars. And on each tape, the "star" 
would ask Johm\Y Carson to let John Searing do that introduction. After about 
six years or this, someone from the Tonight Show called John Searing and asked him 
why he kept writing. John Searing explained his passion for the show. 

Belie-ve it or not, a few days later they called to tell him he would be on the 
show. 'llley flew him out to California, crove him around in a limo and gemralq 
paMpered hiJil. At the taping of the show that day, Johnny Carson told the studio 
audience all about Searing's letter writing and then he brought John out and 
interviewed him. Finally', John Searing was led over to the microphone and given 
a script or the show's entire introduction seouence. Carson. wal.kl!ld backstage 
and waited for his cue. Searing went through the whole introduction, and then, 
at the sound or the drum roll, he announced, "And h$·-e-e-ere 'a JohDJJ1'1" Carson 
carne out and waved and T~Jent on with the rest of the show. 

Some may be amused and laugh a bit at Searing's goals. 'I'hey're not exactly 
world peace or 8J11"thing high and lofty and lasting. But no one can disregard 
his determination. To me, one of' the saddest people in the world is that 
person - that man or woman - who has no goals to excite them or drive them or 
fire them up and help to make life worth living. 

DEVELOPMENT Nancy, 1n the scriptures a few monents ago, intzoduced ua to 
a young man who cane to Jesus and said to Him, 

"Good Master ••• what must I do to inherit eternal lite?" 

At least he was asking the right question and bow thrilling it is when a 
young person is truly out there - searching. 

Sometime back, Youth Specialities, interviewed several individual members 
or a youth group, each one of' whom raved about his or her youth leader, a woman 
named FallJ1Y'. Comments offered by these teenagers ran along this line ••• 

"She really seems to be in touch with what we're doing, 
and what -we're going through ••• " "She prays about us 
all the time" •••• and "I feel like I can relate to her.• 
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All of their comments were positive ~n~ reflected a deep affection and 
an admiration the students ail had far their leader, Fanny •••• who turned out 
to be an 83 year old woman who walks with a cane and speaks quite slowl.T. 
During the interview with her, she inadvertent~ revealed one of the reasons 
why she is so successful with teenagers. She said, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of~ generation •••• " Oh-oh ••• we 1ve heard that be
fore, haven 1 t we? 

Of course, teenagers are different today than when she was one. After all, to
day's teens have MTV and Madonna and others to guide their values, but wait •••• 
Fanqr's not finished, for she gently goes on to say, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of~ generattan •••• teenagers today are tru~ 
searching •••• seeking God". Wow We didn't expect 
that •••• and wouldn't it be wonderful if all adults 
regarded teenagers with that kind of affirMation 
and affection and hope •••• 

Yes, there are many' teenagers who are diligently searching for and seeking·- ... ·· 
afer God. I've known some of them here in our own church. 

But back to the Bible and tcxiay's scripture reading. 'ntis young man who 
came to Jesus that day long ago was no teenager• He was a successful young 
businessman •••• a sales "rep" for his company ••• living in a large all-brick home 
in one of the fashionable new sub-divisions on the growing edge of town - one 
with attractive underground utilities, a neighborhood pool and tennis courts. 
In his garage is a tvo year old Jeep Cherokee and a new Lexus. His 24-f'oot 
run-about is docked down at the marina. He 1 s proud of his attractive wife and 
his two active children. But, you knaw ••• he 's still searching for sanething. 

Undoubtedly he 1 s .f'rom one of the privileged families in town ••• well 
schooled ••• a couple of degrees •••• gocxi manners and morality. When Jesus tells 
him to keep the commandments, "Do not kill, do not COJIIIIlit adfaltery, do not 
steal •••• • he answers that he has kept the commandments trom his teen years up. 
He seems to have just about everything going for him - smart, responsible, 
on his way up in the world. Why then, does. he feel so empty? Maybe he should 
start his own business or try slq'-diving or learn karate. He really isn't sure 
what he needs, but he needs something. His heart is a shell ••• he feels 
restless and untulled, as if it were nothing, but a meaningless game. Maybe 
this itinerant 'reacher could offer him an answer •••• a clue ••• a thought or two~ 

JESUS LOOKED INTO HIS HEART 

eterna 1 lite ?11 

"What must I do?" asks this young man with gn,at 
earnestness ••• "Wbat must I do to inherit 

'nle f'irst thing we need to see is that Jesus looked right into the heart ot 
this young man and therein is the secret to understanding this story. He looked 
right into the young man's heart. The writer of the Book of Hebrews tells us 
that "all are open and laid bare" tr:> the eyes of God and certainly Jesus shared 
this same gi.ft with God, the Father. He knew the young man's heart and lmew what 
he needed. 
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Now the prescription that Jesus gave this young man is not a prescription 
that Jesus would give to everyono. It was designed to meet the need of this 
particular young man. Mark tells us in his Gospel that Jesus "looked" on this 
young man ••• "loved"•••for He saw his sincerity, his humility and his obvious 
potential. But He also saw a gaping hole in his life and Jesus took direct aim 
at that hole and said to him, 

"You lack one thing ••• GO, SELL what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treausre in heaven, and come, FOLI.Cli ME~" 

Now, that 1 s hard. What if Christ came to you, confronted you and told 
you in so many words, to give everything away? Most or us would draw back, 
and ask for a second opini.':m. As Jesus looked into this young man's heart., He 
saw that the young man lacked two things. First, he lacked a purpose that would 
challe~e him and he lacked a person who would inspire hill. 

Let's consider both ••• but, first, the purpose that would challenge hill. 

THE PURPOSE TO CHALIEI«lE HIM The young man was sincere ••• moral, a real 
nice gu1, a nice person, but there was no 

"fire" in his heart, and without a fire or some kind in your heart, life is 
usually humdrum, sterile, unfulrilllng. He needed something bigger than bi.Jil• 
self to capture all the potential that was there .•••• to fire his btgination and 
open up his pocketbook. His bank account was full, but his heart was empty. 

I read somewhere recently, in one or our church journals, about a Father 
John Haughe7, SJ (Society of Jesuits) •••• a professor of Religious Ethics at 
Loyola University who in recent years has been conducting annual "Ministry o:r 
Moneytt retreats. Have an:r of you heard of it? Apparently it's a retreat tar 
the super rieh •••• those worth more than five million. He has found the 
participants to o.f'ten be lonely and often burdened am perplexed about their 
wealth and eager to talk 11God Talk" about it all. After their soul-searching 
sessions, at least two of the participants have given away all ot their money 
because the1 could no longer bear the weight of their wealth. So often, llODey 
makes one busy ••• not rich. Father John Haughey reminds them or the words ot 
Saint John Chrysostrom who was lmown ·to argue that, 

"Wealth is by its very nature 'ad extra' ••• it is meant 
to go out from you •••• like a light that dispels darkness. 
Once wealth is locked up within the walls of your own 
spirit, it beco\'!\8s evil •••• " 

The young man needed a cause that be could get excited about ••• rired up 
about. He needed a mission project he co•1ld make his own. He needed to build 
houses far Habitat for Humanity. He needed someone whose life be could help to 
iMprove and andergird. Jesus wasn't telling the young man to give away his 
'"one1 because the poor needed it. But rather He was telling the young man to 
give because the young man needed to. Wealth is •AD EXTRA' •••• meant, yes ••• to 
go out from you. The young man needed a purpose that would challenge hiJile 

Jeff Comment is a man who can appreciate the need for a purpose. Jeff is 
a successful businessman who takes his Christian coJIIIIitment to others quite 
seriously. He is the CEO of a diamond firm, but he spends a little time each 
week polishing - not diamonds, but souls •••• 
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Jeff use to breakfast ,t~ach morning with a friend, an inner-city Judge who 
shared with Jeff those imnienae troubles am traps facing those who live in 
urban zones of crime and decay. The judge and Jeff would visit those small 
service agencies that were struggling to trans.form .the inner city. 

Jeff was the extent of the problems and when he moved to Kansas City, he was 
asked to serve as Chair of the Chamber of Commerce's Committee on Crime and 
Violence. In order to understand better the problems of gang members in the 
inner city, the committee invited in a gang member by the name of Odies. Odies 
was angry, but he was honest with the committee members about the problems in 
his area and when asked what the committee could do to change the lives of gang 
members, Odies replied, "HOPE ••••• GIVE US A BIT OF HOPE." 

Jeff Comment became personally involved in Odies' life, convincing judge• 
and police officers to dismiss petty criminal charges against hiJR. Jeff also 
managed to convince a local college to accept Odies. He helped hillt to get 
enrolled in a drug rehab prograa. It may take a few years or legwork ard or 
.friendship before Odies is able to stand on his own two teet and build a success
ful life, but Jeff has commited himself to being there tor Mies for as long as 
it takes. As he says, 

"I think when I walk one day through the 
Pearly Gates, St. Peter will Deet me and 
say, 'God called you to be with Odies ••• 
were you?• And I can say, 'I was with Odies•• 

Jesua may never ask you (and me) to give away all our wealth, but it .ia true 
that each of us has an "Odies• in our lives. Oh, it may be that teenager.J in our 
neighborhood who desperately needs a sympathetic ear. It may be an adult on the 
other side of town who needs someone to teach them to read. It m.a.r be a group 
of children in a Sunday School Class who would benefit .fran having a teacher who 
will make sure they have an outstanding lesson each Sundq morning. Yes, we all 
have our Odies. 

A PERSON WHO WOULD INSPIRE HIM That well-to-do young man needed· a 
purpose that would challenge hill, put SQile 

tire in his gut, and he also needed a person who would inspire hill. Go back to 
our text and hear it again ••• 

"You lack one thing •••• go, sell what you have, 
and give it to the poor and you will have 
treasure in heaven•. And then this ••• "And 
COME, follow Me!• 

Jesus saw great potent tal in this man. He could be a leader, but before 
he could lead, he needed to tollow ••••• he needed a mentor, a guide, and role 
model, someone to give him a vision about lite. He needed someone to plaat 
within his heart a dream about how life could be for himself', for hia family, 
tor others - his city, community, country, the world! He needed to see some
one living "life eternal• •••• "life abundant• •••• "life triumphant• •••• betore he 
could live it himself. We all need such a meator ••• right? Someone to sh011 us 
the wa'T• 

"Come, follow Me" Jesus said to the rich young ruler. 
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Businessman, Max DePree, in his book, Leadership Jazz, tells about an 
acquaintance of his who asked himself consistently one question, "What woald 
Bucky say?" He wasn't referring to Bucky Dent or Bucky' Dinnes, but re !'erring 
ahfays to thinker, architect, sociologist, engineer, poet and inventor of the 
geodesic dome, Buckminster Fuller. U Thant, former Secret;::~ry~neral of' the 
UN, once called Buclaninater Fuller, 

"One of the greatest philosopher-scientists of 
our t 1.me •••• •" 

By asking, "What would Buck;y say?• this Jnan was trying to fim guidance for hia 
own decisions. By asldng that question, he was setting a higher standard for 
his life than he would have ever achieved on his owa. In order to be an 
effective leader, he was willing to follow. In this case, of course, he was 
follosing the example of Bucladnster Fuller. 

You and I have the potential to be leaders in our homes, in our workplaces, 
in our cOJIIIIIUnit;r, but before we can leader, we, too, need to learn to follCJW. 
Hawewr, our standard for abundant living is not Bucq. Our standard is Jesus. 
What would Jesus do? That is what we hunger to Jmov. Grant us, 0 God, the 
wisdom and the compassion an:i the insight of the Man frO!ll Nazareth. Then I will 
have abundant life ••• eternal life •••• for He is light am life and hope and love. 

CUl3ING This young man came •••• SEARCHING •••• but he turned sadly awq. 
The Man from Nazareth diagnosed his need, but it is not, was 

not, the diagnosis the young man was hoping for. or that, I am sure. 

I think he wanted a cure that did not re,uire him to change ••• either hia 
values or his wa-r of life and Jesus was asking bill to do both. And doesn't that 
happe• in real life? You know hov it i.s ••• God gives us a tiey" glimpse or bow 
our lives MDJHT BE ••• but we turn away •••• sadly. Not for a~ dramatic reason, 
but because at the time it reall.T seems like too lllUCh trouble. It could eost ws 
some money. It would take up our Saturdays or perhaps even our Sundays wlien 
we·eottld be out on the golf course or up at the stadiUl'll. Oo.ch, we're gett.inl 
close ••• to close, Jesus. .· 

And the chanee passes us by for life eternal, abundant and trimaph&Dt. Our 
needs are not that different from this young man. We need a purpose that wi:U 
reach out and challenge us. We need a person who will touch us, inspire ua. 
I don't know, friend• what purpose can challenge you, but I can tell you about a 
person who will inspire you ••• if you take the time to read and study and listen on 
the deeper levels. His name is Jesus. 

Write it down.. Take it home with you. Let Him have a "go" in your lif'e. 
And let us elose with a prayer in His nsae •• • 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness ••• to Your presence and power 
in these moments, 0 God •• • •• let this story of the -roung man who 

was searching for something and who came to Jesus ••• let it remind us or the 
import~nee of our personal and individual search •••• SJ.nd where the answers mrq 
be found. Help us to find a purpose greater than ourselves ••• to find it in Hill 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Lite. In the spirit and na• or Jesus, we pray. 
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"THE MAN WHO CAME SEARCHING" 

INTRODUCTION U!t me begin by asld..ng you a question. What is your one 
great goal in life? Do you have one? What is the one great 

vision that fires you up and stirs you to transcend the daily grind? 

For John Searing - a salesman from across the River in Jersey - it was to 
yell, "And he-e-e-ere 's JCHNNYl" on the old Tonight Show with Johnn;r Carson. 
Apparently Searing bad watched the Tonight Show since his ear~ teens and he 
had always thrilled to the sound of Ed McMahon bellowing the introduction. In 
1980, Searing wrote to the Tonight Show asld..ng if he could have the chance some 
night of standing in far Ed Mc~fahon. All he received in return was an autographed 
picture of Johnqy Carson, but this didn't discourage Searing ••• 

And for the next six years he wrote over Boo letters to the Tonight Show and 
asked if he could introduce Johnny Carson. Why he even sent audio tapes of 
himself doing impersonations of various stars. And on each tape, the "star" 
would ask Johnqy Carson to let John Searing do that introduction. After about 
six years of this, someone from the Tonight Show called John Searing and asked him 
why he kept writing. John Searing explained his passion for the show. 

Believe it or not, a few days later they called to tell him be would be on the 
show. They flew him out to California, drove him around in a limo and general~ 
panpered him. At the taping of the show that day, JohnQY Carson told the studio 
audience all about Searing's letter writing and then he brought John out and 
interviewed him. Finall1, John Searing was led over to the microphone and given 
a script of the show's entire introduction sequence. Carson walked backstage 
and waited for his cue. Searing went through the whole introduction, and then, 
at the sound of the drum roll, he announced, "And h--e-e-ere 's JohllJl7!" Carson 
came out and waved and ;..rent on with the rest of the show. 

Some may be amused and laugh a bit at Searing's goals. They're not exactly 
world peace or anything high and lofty and lasting. But no one can disregard 
his determination. To me, one of the saddest people in the rTOrld is that 
person - that man or woman -who has no goals to excite them or drive them or 
fire them up and help to make 1 ife worth living. 

DEVELOPMENT Nancy, in the scriptures a few mom!lnts ago, introduced us to 
a young man who came to Jesus and said to Him, 

"Good Master ••• what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

At least he was asking the right question and how thrilling it is when a 
1 young perso~is truly out there - searching. 

Sometime back, Youth Specialities, interviewed several individual members 
of a youth group, each one of whom raved about his or her youth leader, a woman 
named Fanny. Comments of.fered by these teenagers ran along this line ••• 

"She rea.lly seems to be in touch 'lllrith what we're doing, 
and what He 're going through •• •" "She prays about us 
all the time" •••• and "I feel like I can relate to her." 



All of their comments were positive and reflected a deep affection and 
an admiration the students all had far their leader, Fanqy •••• who turned out 
to be an 83 year old woman who walks with a cane and speaks quite slow]¥. 
During the interview with her, she inadvertent~ revealed one of the reasons 
why she is so successful with teenagers. She said, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
or my generation •• ··" Oh-oh ••• we 1ve heard that be
fore, haven't we? 

Of course, teenagers are different today than when she was one. After all, to
day's teens have MTV and Madonna and others to guide their values, but wait •••• 
Fanqy's not finished, for she gently goes on to say, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of my generation •••• teenagers today are truly 
searching •••• seeking God". Wo'fl! We didn't expect 
that •••• and wouldn't it be wonderful if all adults 
regarded teenagers with that kind of affirmation 
and affection and hope •••• 

Yes, there are many teenagers who are diligently searching for and seeking ··. 
afer God. I've known some of them here in our own church. 

But back to the Bible and today's scripture reading. This young man who 
came to Jesus that day long ago was no teenager• ·" He was a successful young 
businessman •••• a sales "rep" for his company ••• living in a large all-brick home 
in one of the fashionable new sub-divisions on the growing edge of town - one 
with attractive underground utilities, a neighborhood pool and tennis courts. 
In his garage is a two year old Jeep Cherokee and a new Lexus. His 24-foot 
run-about is docked down at the marina. He's proud of his attractive wife and 
his two active children. But, you know ••• he's still searching for something. 

Undoubtedly he's from one of the privileged families in tovn ••• well 
schooled ••• a couple of degrees •••• good manners and morality •. When Jesus tells 
him to keep the commandments, "Do not kill, do not commit adra.tery, do not 
steal •••• " he answers that he has kept the commandments f'rom his teen years up. 
He seems to have just about everything going for him - smart, responsible, 
on his way up in the world. Why then, does he feel so empty? Maybe he should 
start his own business or try sky'-diving or learn karate. He really isn't sure 
what he needs, but he needs something. His heart is a shell ••• he feels 
restless and unfulled, as if it were nothing, but a meaningless game. Maybe 
this itinerant Teacher could offer Him an answer •••• a clue ••• a thought or two. 

JESUS LOOKED INTO HIS HEART 

eterna 1 life ?11 

"111]hat must I do?" asks this young man with great 
earnestness ••• ''What must I do to inherit 

The first thing we need to see is that Jesus looked right into the heart of 
this young man and therein is the secret to understanding this story. He looked 
right .into the young man's heart. The writer of the Book of Hebrews tells us 
that "all are open and laid bare" to the eyes of God and certainly Jesus shared 
this same gift with God, the Father. He knew the young man's heart and knew what 
he needed. 
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Now the prescription that Jesus gave this young man is not a prescription 
that Jesus would give to everyoriQ:; It was designed to meet the need of this 
particular young man. Mark tells us in his Gospel that Jesus "looked" on this 
young man ••• "loved"•••for He saw his sincerity, his humility and his obvious 
potential. But He also saw a gaping hole in his life and Jesus took direct aim 
at that hole and said to him, 

"You lack one thing ••• Go, SELL what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treat'· _ _ _ in heaven, and come, FOLL<lt MEL 11 

Now, that's hard. lrJhat if Christ came to you, confronted you and told 
you in so many words, to give everything away? Moat of us would draw back, 
and ask for a second opini-:m. As Jesus looked into this young man's heart, He 
saw that the young man lacked two things. First, he lacked a purpose that would 
challenge him and he lacked a person who would inspire him. 

let's consider both ••• but, first, the purpose that 'll>rould challenge him. 

THE PURPOSE TO CHALLENJ.E HIM The young man was sincere ••• moral, a real 
nice guy, a nice person, but there was no 

"fire" in his heart, and without a fire of some kind in your heart, life is 
usually humdrum, sterile, unfulfill'ing. He needed something bigger than him• 
self to capture all the potential that was there .•••• to fire his tmgination and 
open up his pocketbook. His bank account was full, but h.is heart was empty. 

I read somewhere recently, in one or 011r church journals, about a Father 
John Haughey, SJ (Society of Jesuits) •••• a professor of Religious Ethics at 
Loyola University who in recent years has been conducting annual "Ministry of 
MoneY"" retreats. Have an.r of you heard of it7 Apparently it's a retreat for 
the super rich •••• those worth more than five million. He has found the 
participants to often be lonely and often burdened and perplexed about their 
wealth and eager to talk "God Talk" about it all. After their soul-searching 
sessions, at least two of the participants have given away all of their money 
because they could no longer bear the weight or their wealth. So often, money 
makes one busy ••• not rich. Father John Haughey reminds them of the words of 
Saint John Chrysost'om0 who was known to argue that, 

"We·al-th is by its very nature 'ad extra' ••• it is meant 
to go out from you •••• like a light that dispels darkness. 
Once wealth is locked up within the walls of your own 
spirit, it becomes evil •••• " 

The young man needed a cause that he could get excited about ••• rtred up 
about. He needed a mission project he could make his own. He needed to build 
houses for Habitat for Humanity. He needed someone whose life he could help to 
improve and undergird. Jesus wasn't telling the young man to give away his 
money because the poor needed it. But rather He was telling the young man to 
give because the young man needed to. Wealth is 'AD EXTRA 1 •••• meant, yes ••• to 
go out from you. The young man needed a purpose that would challenge him. 

r
. ~ Jeff Comment is a man who can appreciate the need for a purpose. Jeff is 

success. ful businessman who takes his Christian coJJDnitment to others quite 
eriously. He is the CEO of a diamond firm, but he spends a little time each 

week polishing - not diamonds, but souls •••• 
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Businessman, Max DePree, in his book, Leadership Jazz, tells about an 
acquaintance of his who asked himself consistently one question, "What would 
Bucky' say?" He wasn't referring to Bucky Dent or Bucky Dinnes, but referring 
always to thinker, architect, sociologist, engineer, poet and inventor of the 
geodesic dome, Buckminster Fuller. U Thant, former SecretHry-General of the 
UN, once called Buckminster Fuller, 

"One of the greatest philosopher-scientists of 
our time ••••• " 

By asking, "What would Bucky say?" this man was trying to find guidance for his 
own decisions. By asking that question, he was setting a higher standard for 
h.is life than he would have ever achieved on his own. In order to be an 
effective leader, he was willing to follow. In this case, of course, he was 
folloWing the example of Buckminster Fuller. 

You and I have the potential to be leaders in our homes, in our workplaces, 
in our community, but before we can lead.-~ we, too, need to learn to follow. 
However, our standard for abundant living is not Buclcy'. Our standard is Jesus. 
~~at would Jesus do? That is what we hunger to lmow. Grant us, 0 God, the 
wisdom and the compassion ani the insight of the Man from Nazareth. Then I will 
have abundant life ••• eternal life •••• for He is light and life and hope and love. 

CLOSING This young man came •••• SEARCHING •••• but he turned sadly away. 
The Man .from Nazareth diagnosed his need, but it is not, was 

not, the diagnosis the young man was hoping for. or that, I am sure. 

I think he wanted a cure that did not reouire him to change ••• either his 
values or his way of life and Jesus was asking him to do both. And doesn't that 
happen in real life? You know how it is ••• God gives us a tnur glimpse of how 
our lives MIGHT BE ••• but we turn away •••• sad~. Not for a~ dramatic reason, 
but-because at the time it really seems like too much trouble. It could cost us 
some money. It would take up our Saturdays or perhaps even our Sundays when 
we'~''could be out on the golf course or up at the stadium. Ouch, we 1re getting 
close ••• to close, Jesus. · 

A-nd the chance passes us by for life eternal, abundant and triwnphant. Our 
needs are not that different from this young man. We need a purpose that will 
reach out and challenge us. We need a person who will touch us, inspire us. 
I don't know, friend, what purpose can challenge you, but I can tell you about a 
person who will inspire you ••• if you take the time to read and study and listen on 
the·deeper levels. His name is Jesus. 

Write it down. Take it home with you. Let Him have a "go" in your life. 
And let us close with a prayer in His name ••• 

PRAYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness •• ,.to Your presence and power 
in these moments, 0 God ••••• let this story of the young man who 

1as searching for something and who came to Jesus ••• let it remind us of the 
lmport,;>,nce of our personal and individual search •••• and where the answers may 
>e found. Help us to find a purpose greater than ourselves ••• to find it in Him 
mo is the Way, the Truth and the Life. In the spirit and name of Jesus, we pray. 
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"THE MAN WHO CAME SEARCHING" 

INTRODUCTION Let me begin by asking you a question. What is your one 
great goal in life? Do you have one? What is the one great 

vision that fires you up and stirs you to transcend the daily grind? 

For John Searing - a salesman from across the River in Jersey - it was to 
yell, "And he-e-e-ere 's JCHNNY1" on the old Tonight Show with Johnny Carson. 
Apparentl.,y Searing had watched the Tonight Show since his earl,y teens and he 
had always thrilled to the sound of Ed McMahon bellowing the introduction. In 
198o, Searing wrote to the Tonight Show asking if he could have the chance some 
night of standing in far Ed McMahon. All he received in return was an autographed 
picture of Johnqy Carson, but this didn't discourage Searing ••• 

And for the next six years he wrote over 800 letters to the Tonight Show 
asked if' he could introduce Johnny Carson. Why he even sent audio tapes or 
himself' doing impersonations or various stars. And on each tape, the "star" 
would ask Johney Carson to let John Searing do that introduction. After about 
six years of this, someone from the Tonight Show called John Searing and asked him 
why he kept writing. John Searing explained his passion for the show. 

Believe it or not, a few days later they called to tell him he would be on the 
show. They flew him out to California, crove him around in a limo and ge:nerall,y 
paMpered him. At the taping of the show that day, JohJU1Y' Carson told the studio 
audience all about Searing's letter writing and then he brought John out and 
interviewed him. Finally', John Searing was led over to the microphone and given 
a script or the show's entire introduction sequence. Carson walked backstage 
and waited far his cue. Searing went through the whole introduction, and then, 
at the sound of the dram roll, he announced, "And He-e-e-ere 's JohllJ11'!" Carson 
carne out and waved and ~,rent on with the rest of the show. 

Some may be amused and laugh a bit at Searing's goals. They're not exactly 
world peace ar anything high and lofty and lasting. But no one can disregard 
his determination. To me, one of the saddest people in the world is that 
person - that man or woman - who has no goals to excite them ar drive them or 
fire them up and help to make lU'e worth living. 

DEVELOPMENT Nancy, in the scriptures a few moments ago, introduced us to 
a young man who came to Jesus and said to Him, 

"Good Master ••• what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

At least he was asking the right question and how thrilling it is when a 
young person is truly out there - searching. 

Sometime back, Youth Specialities, interviewed several individual members 
of a youth group, each one of whom raved about his or her youth leader, a woman 
named Fanny. Comments offered by these teenagers ran along this line ••• 

"She really seems to be in touch with what we're doing, 
and what we're going through ••• " "She prays about us 
all the time" •••• and "I feel like I can relate to her." 
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All of their comments were positive and reflected a deep affection and 
an admiration the students all had far their leader, Fanny •••• who turned out 
to be an 83 year old woman who walks with a cane and speaks quite slowl,y. 
During the interview with her, she inadvertent~ revealed one of the reasons 
why she is so successful with teenagers. She said, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of my generation •• ••" <ll-oh ••• we 1ve heard that be
fore, haven't we? 

Of course, teenagers are different today than when she was one. After all, to
day's teens have MTV and Madonna and others to guide their values, but wait •••• 
Fanny's not finished, for she gently goes on to say, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of my generatian •••• teenagers today are truly 
searching •••• see king God". Wo! We didn't expect 
that •••• and wouldn't it be wonderful if all adults 
regarded teenagers with that kind of affirmation 
and affection and hope •••• 

Yes, there are many teenagers who are diligently searching for and seeking ·!,~.r 
afer God. I've known some of them here in our own church. .. " 

But back to the Bible and today's scripture reading. This young man who 
came to Jesus that day long ago was no teenagers. He was a successful young 
businessman •••• a sales "rep" for his company ••• living in a large all-brick home 
in one of the fashionable new sub-divisions on the growing edge of town - one 
with attractive underground utilities, a neighborhood pool and tennis courts. 
In his garage is a two year old Jeep Cherokee and a new Lexus. His 24-f'oot 
run-about is docked down at the marina. He 1 s proud of his attractive wife and 
his two active children. But, you know ••• he's stUl searching for something. 

Undoubtedly he's from one of the privileged families in town ••• well 
schooled ••• a couple of degrees •••• good manners and morality. When Jesus tells 
him to keep the commandments, "Do not ld.ll1 do not commit adaltery, do not 
steal •••• " he answers that he has kept the commandments from his teen years up. 
He seems to have just about everything going far him - smart, responsible, 
on his way up in the world. Why then, does. he feel so empty? Maybe he should 
start his own business or try sky-diving or learn karate. He really isn't sure 
what he needs, but he needs something. His heart is a shell ••• he feels 
restless and unfulled, as if it were nothing, but a meaningless game. Maybe 
this itinerant Teacher could offer him an answer •••• a clue ••• a thought or two. 

JESUS LOOKED INTO HIS HEART 

eternal life?" 

"What must I do?" asks this young man with great 
earnestness ••• ''What must I do to inherit 

The first thing we need to see is that Jesus looked right into the heart of 
this young man and therein is the secret to understanding this story. He looked 
right into the young man's heart. The writer of the Book or Hebrews tells us 
that "all are open and laid bare" tl') the eyes of God and certainly Jesus shared 
this same gift with God, the Father. He knew the young man's heart and knew what 
he needed. 
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Now the prescription that Jesus gave this young man is not a prescription 
that Jesus would give to everyono. It was designed to meet the need of this 
particular young man. Mark tells us in his Gospel that Jesus "looked" on this 
young man ••• "loved11 ••• for He saw his sincerity, his humility and his obvious 
potential. But He also saw a gaping hole in his life and Jesus took direct aim 
at that hole and said to him, 

"You lack one thing •• • ao, SELL what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treausre in heaven, and come, FOLLCM MEL" 

Now, that's hard. What if Christ came to you, confronted you and told 
you in so many words, to give everything away? Most of us would draw back, 
and ask for a second opini'm. As Jesus looked into this young man's heart, He 
saw that the young man lacked two things. First, he lacked a purpose that would 
challenge him and he lacked a person who would inspire him. 

Let's consider both ••• but, first, the purpose that would challenge him. 

THE PURPOSE TO CHALIE!llE HIM The young man was sincere ••• moral, a real 
nice guy, a nice person, but there was no 

"fire" in his heart, and without a fire of some kind in your heart, life is 
usually humdrum, sterile, unfulfilling. He needed something bigger than him• 
self to capture all the potential that was there .•••• to fire his ~ination and 
open up his pocketbook. His bank account was full, but his heart was empty. 

I read somewhere recently, in one of our church journals, about a Father 
John Haughey, SJ (Society of Jesuits) •••• a professor of Religious Ethics at 
Loyola Universi t;r who in recent years has been conducting annual "Ministry of 
MoneY" retreats. Have allY' of you heard of it. Apparent]¥ it's a retreat tor 
the super rich •••• those worth more than five million. He has found the 
participants to often be lonely and often burdened and perplexed about their 
wealth and eager to talk "God Talk" about it all. After their soul-searching 
sessions, at least two of the participants have given away all of their money 
because they could no longer bear the weight of their wealth. So of'ten, money 
makes one busy ••• not rich. Father John Haughey reminds them of the words of 
Saint John Chrysostrom who was known to aruge that, 

"Wealth is b;r its very nature 'ad extra• ••• it is meant 
to go out from you •••• like a light that dispels darkness. 
Once wealth is locked up within the walls of your own 
spirit, it becomes evil •••• " 

The young man needed a cause that he could get excited about ••• fired up 
about. He needed a mission project he could make his own. He needed to build 
houses for Habitat for Humanity. He needed someone whose life he could help to 
improve and undergird. Jesus wasn't telling the ;young man to give away his 
mone;r because the poor needed it. But rather He was telling the ;young man to 
give because the young man needed to. Wealth is 'AD EXTRA' •••• meant, ;res ••• to 
go out from you. The young man needed a purpose that would challenge him. 

Jeff Comment is a man who can appreciate the need for a purpose. Jeff is 
a successful businessman who takes his Christian commitment to others quite 
seriously. He is the CEO of a diamond firm, but he spends a little time each 
week polishing - not diamonds, but souls •••• 
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Jeff use to breakfast each morning with a friend, an inner-city Judge who 
shared with Jeff those immense troubles and traps facing those who live in 
urban zones of crime and decay. The judge and Jeff would visit those small 
service agencies that were struggling to transl!'orm cthe inner city. 

Jeff was the extent of the problems and when he moved to Kansas City, he was 
asked to serve as Chair of the Chamber of Commerce's Committee on Crime and 
Violence. In order to understand better the problems of gang members in the 
inner city, the committee invited in a gang member by the name of Odies. Odies 
was angry, but he was honest with the committee members about the problems in 
his area and when asked what the committee could do to change the lives of gang 
members, Odies replied, "HOPE ••••• GIVE US A BIT OF HOPE." 

Jeff Comment became personally involved in Odies' life, convincing judges 
and police officers to dismiss petty criminal charges against him. Jeff also 
managed to convince a local college to accept Odies. He helped him to get 
em"olled in a drug rehab program. It may take a few years of legwork and of 
friendship before Odies is able to stand on his own two feet and build a success
ful life, but Jeff has commited himself to being there for Odies for as long as 
it takes. As he says, 

"I think when I walk one day through the 
Pearly Gates, St. Peter will meet me and 
say, 'God called you to be with Odies ••• 
were you?• And I can say, 'I was with Odies'" 

Jesus may never ask you (and me) to give away all our wealth, but it is true 
that each of us has an "Odies" in our lives. Oh, it may be that teenager,J in our 
neighborhood who desperately needs a sympathetic ear. It may be an adult on the 
other side of town who needs someone to teach them to read. It may be a group 
of children in a Sunday School Class who would benefit f'ran having a teacher who 
will make sure they have an outstanding lesson each Sundq morning. Yes, we all 
have our Odies. 

A PERSON WHO WOULD INSPm.E HIM That well-to-do young man needed a 
purpose that would challenge him, put some 

fire in his gut, and he also needed a person who would inspire him. Go back to 
our text and hear it again ••• 

"You lack one thing •••• go, sell what you have, 
and give it to the poor and you will have 
treausre in heaven•. And then this ••• "And 
COME, follow Me!" 

Jesus saw great potential in this man. He could be a leader, but before 
he could lead, he needed to follow ••••• he needed a mentor, a guide, and role 
model, someone to give him a vision about life. He needed someone to pl.aat 
within his heart a dream about how life could be for himself, for his family, 
for others - his city, community, country, the world£ He needed to see some
one living "life eternal"••••"life abundant• •••• "life triumpbant• •••• before he 
could live it himself. We all need suCh a meatar ••• right? Someone to show us 
the wa7. 

"Come, follow Me" Jesus said to the rich young ruler. 
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Businessman, Max DePree, in his book, Leadership Jazz, tells about an 
acquaintance of his who asked himself conaistently one question, "What would 
Bucey say?" He wasn't referring to Bucky Dent or Bucky Dtnnes, but referring 
always to thinker, architect, sociologist, engineer, poet and inventor of the 
geodesic dome, Buckminster Fuller. U Thant, former Secret~ry-General of the 
UN, once called Buckminster Fuller, 

"One of the greatest philosopher-scientists of 
our time•••••" 

By asking, "What would Bucky say?" this man was trying to find guidance for hie 
own decisions. By asJd.ng that question, he was setting a higher standard for 
his life than he would have ever achieved on his own. In order to be an 
effective leader 1 he was willing to follow. In this case, of course 1 he was 
follosing the example of Buckminster Fuller. 

You and I have the potential to be leaders in our homes, in our workplaces, 
in our communit7, but bef'ore we can leader, we, too, need to learn to f'ollow. 
However, our standard for abundant living is not Buclq'. Our standard is Jesus. 
~1/hat would Jesus do? That is what we hunger to lmov. Grant us, 0 God, the 
wisdom and the compassion am the insight of' the Man from Nazareth. Then I will 
have abundant life ••• eternal life •••• for He is light and lif'e and hope and love. 

CLOSING This young man came •••• SEARCHING •••• but he turned sadly aw~. 
The Man from Nazareth diagnosed his need, but it is not, was 

not, the diagnosis the young man was hoping for. or that, I am sure. 

I think he wanted a cure that did not renuire him to change ••• either hi• 
values or his way of life and Jesus was asking him to do both. And doesn't that 
happen in real life? You lmow hCM it ts ••• God gives us a ti.ey' glimpse or hCM 
our lives MDlHT BE ••• but we turn away •••• sad~. Not for aqy dramatic reason, 
but· because at the time it real~ seems like too much trouble. It could cost us 
some money. It would take up our Saturd~s or perhaps even our Sundays when 
we could be out on the golf course or up at the stadium. Ouch, we're gettil'Jg 
close ••• to close, Jesus. ·· 

Am the chance passes us by for lif'e eternal, abundant and triwuphaJlt. Our 
needs are not that different f'rom this young man. We need a purpose that will 
reach out and challenge us. We need a person who will touch us, inspire us. 
I don't know 1 f'riend, what purpose can challenge you 1 but I can tell you about a 
person who will inspire you ••• if you take the time to read and study and listen on 
the deeper levels. His name is Jesus. 

Write it down. Take it home with you. Let Him have a "go" in your life. 
And let us close with a prayer in His name ••• 

PRAYER 
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"THE MAN WHO CAME SEARCHING" 

INTRODUCTION Let me begin by asking you a question. What is your one 
great goal in life? Do you have one? What is the one great 

vision that fires you up and stirs you to transcend the daily grind? 

For John Searing - a salesman from across the River in Jersey - it was to 
yell, "And he-e-e-ere 's JCHNNY1" on the old Tonight Show with Johnn,y Carson. 
Apparently Searing had watched the Tonight Show since his early' teens and he 
had always thrilled to the sound of Ed McMahon bellowing the introduction. In 
1980, Seari~ wrote to the Tonight Show asking if he could have the chance some 
night of standing in far Ed McMahon. All he received in return was an autographed 
picture or Johlli'\Y Carson, but this didn't discourage Searing ••• 

And for the next six years he wrote over 800 letters to the Tonight Show 
asked if he could introduce Johnny Carson. Why he even sent audio tapes or 
himself doing impersonations of various stars. And on each tape, the "star" 
would ask Johnny Carson to let John Searing do that introduction. After about 
six years of this, someone from the Tonight Show called John Searing and asked him 
why he kept writing. John Searing explained his passion for the show. 

Believe it or not, a few days later they called to tell him he would be on the 
show. They flew him out to California, crove him around in a limo and generalq 
paMpered him. At the taping of the show that day, Johnqy Carson told the studio 
audience all about Searing's letter writing and then he brought John out and 
interviewed him. Finally, John Searing was led over to the microphone and given 
a script of the show's entire introduction seQuence. Carson walked backstage 
and waited for his cue. Searing went through the whole introduction, and then, 
at the sound of the drum roll, he announced, "And He-e-e-ere's JohlU1T!" Carson 
carne out and waved and T,rent on with the rest of the show. 

Some may be amused and laugh a bit at Searing's goals. They're not exactly 
world peace or anything high and lofty and lasting. But no one can disregard 
his determination. To me, one of the saddest people in the world is that 
person - that man or woman - who has no goals to excite them or drive them or 
fire them up and help to make life worth living. 

DEVELOPMENT Nancy, in the scriptures a few moments ago, introduced us to 
a young man who came to Jesus and said to Him, 

"Good Master ••• what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

At least he was asking the right question and how thrilling it is when a 
young person is truly out there - searching. 

Sometime back, Youth S~cialities, interviewed several individual members 
of a youth group, each one of whom raved about his or her youth leader, a woman 
named Fanny. Comments offered by these teenagers ran along this line ••• 

"She really seems to be in touch with what we're doing, 
and what <.re 're going through •• •" "She prays about us 
all the time" •••• and "I reel like I can relate to her." 
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All of their comments were positive and reflected a deep affection and 
an admiration the students all had far their leader, Fanqy •••• who turned out 
to be an 83 year old woman who walks with a cane and speaks quite slowly. 
During the interview with her, she inadvertent~ revealed one of the reasons 
why she is so successful with teenagers. She said, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of~ generation •••• " Oh-oh ••• we've heard that be
fore, haven't we? 

Of course, teenagers are different today than when she was one. After all, to
day's teens have MTV and Madonna and others to guide their values, but wait •••• 
Fanqy's not finished, for she gently goes on to say, 

"Teenagers today are different from the teenagers 
of~ generatian •••• teenagers today are truly 
searching •••• seeking God". Wo! We didn't expect 
that •••• and wouldn't it be wonderful if all adults 
regarded teenagers with that kind or affirmation 
and affection and hope •••• 

Yes, there are many teenagers who are diligently searching for and seeking 
afer God. I've known some of them here in our own church. 

...,,';" .. 

But back to the Bible and today's scripture reading. This young man who 
came to Jesus that day long ago was no teenagers. He was a successful young 
businessman •••• a sales "rep" for his company ••• living in a large all-brick home 
in one of the fashionable new sub-divisions on the growing edge of town - one 
with attractive underground utilities, a neighborhood pool and tennis courts. 
In his garage is a two year old Jeep Cherokee and a new Lexus. His 24-foot 
run-about is docked down at the marina. He's proud of his attractive wife and 
his two active children. But, you know ••• he 's still searching for something. 

Undoubtedly he's f'rom one of the privileged families in tcnm ••• well 
schooled ••• a couple of' degrees •••• good manners and morality. When Jesus tells 
him to keep the commandments, "Do not ld.ll, do not commit adilltery, do not 
steal •••• " he answers that he has kept the commandments f'rom his teen years up. 
He seems to have just about everything going far him - smart, responsible, 
on his way up in the world. Why then, does. he feel so empty? Maybe he should 
start his own business or try sk;y-diving or learn karate. He really isn't sure 
what he needs, but he needs something. His heart is a shell ••• he feels 
restless and unf'ulled, as if it were nothing, but a meaningless game. Maybe 
this itinerant Teacher could offer him an answer •••• a clue ••• a thought or two·. 

JESUS LOOKED INTO HIS HEART 

eternal life?" 

"What must I do?" asks this young man with great 
earnestness ••• ''What must I do to inherit 

The first thing we need to see is that Jesus looked right into the heart of' 
this young man and therein is the secret to understanding this story. He looked 
right into the young man's heart. The writer of the Book of Hebrews tells us 
that "all are open and laid bare" to the eyes of God and certainly Jesus shared 
this same gift with God, the Father. He knew the young man's heart and knew what 
he needed. 
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Now the prescription that Jesus gave this young man is not a prescription 
that Jesus would give to everyono. It was designed to meet the need of this 
particular young man. Mark tells us in his Gospel that Jesus "looked" on this 
young man ••• "loved" ••• for He saw his sincerity, his hwnility and his obvious 
potential. But He also saw a gaping hole in his life and Jesus took direct aim 
at that hole and said to him, 

"You lack one thing ••• GO, SELL what you have, 
and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treausre in heaven, and come, FOLLOW MEL" 

Now, that's hard. What if Christ came to you, confronted you and told 
you in so many words, to give everything away? Most or us would draw back, 
and ask for a second opini 'm. As Jesus looked into this young man 1 s heart, He 
saw that the young man lacked two things. First, he lacked a purpose that would 
challenge him and he lacked a person who would inspire him. 

Let's consider both ••• but, first, the purpose that would challenge him. 

THE PURPOSE TO CHALIENJE HIM The young man was sincere ••• moral, a real 
nice guy, a nice person, but there was no 

"fire" in his heart, and without a fire of some kind in your heart, life is 
usually humdrum, sterile, unfulfilling. He needed something bigger than him• 
self to capture all the potential that was there .•••• to fire his imgination and 
open up his pocketbook. His bank account was full, but his heart was empty. 

I read somewhere recently, in one of our church journals, about a Father 
John Haughey, SJ (Society of Jesuits) •••• a professor of Religious Ethics at 
Loyola University who in recent years has been conducting annual "Ministry of 
MoneY" retreats. Have an;y of you heard of it. Apparentl,y it's a retreat for 
the super rich •••• those worth more than five million. He has found the 
participants to often be lonely and often burdened and perplexed about their 
wealth and eager to talk ''God Talk" about it all. After their soul-searching 
sessions, at least two of the participants have given away all of their money 
because they could no longer bear the weight of their wealth. So often, Jlloney 
makes one busy ••• not rich. Father John Haughey reminds them of the words ot 
Saint John Chrysostrom who was known to aruge that, 

"Wealth is by its very nature 'ad extra 1 ••• it is meant 
to go out from you •••• like a light that dispels darkness. 
Once wealth is locked up within the walls of your own 
spirit, it becomes evil •••• " 

The young man needed a cause that he could get excited about ••• fired up 
about. He needed a mission project he could make his a.m. He needed to build 
houses for Habitat for Humanity. He needed someone whose life he could help to 
improve and undergird. Jesus wasn't telling the young man to give away his 
~oney because the poor needed it. But rather He was telling the young man to 
give because the young man needed to. Wealth is 1AD EXTRA 1 •••• meant, yes ••• to 
go out from you. The young man needed a purpose that would challenge him. 

Jeff Comment is a man who can appreciate the need for a purpose. Jeff is 
a successful businessman who takes his Christian commitment to others quite 
seriously. He is the CEO of a diamond firm, but he spends a little time each 
week polishing - not diamonds, but souls •••• 
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Jeff use to breakfast each morning with a friend, an inner-city Judge who 
shared with Jeff those immense troubles and traps facing those who live in 
urban zones of crime and decay. The judge and Jeff would visit those small 
service agencies that were struggling to transtorm .the inner city. 

Jeff was the extent of the problems and when he moved to Kansas City, he was 
asked to serve as Chair or the Chamber of Commerce's Committee on Crime and 
Violence. In order to understand better the problems of gang members in the 
inner city, the committee invited in a gang member by the name or Odies. Odies 
was angry, but he was honest with the committee members about the problems in 
his area and when asked what the committee could do to change the lives of gang 
members, Odies replied, "HOPE ••••• GIVE US A BIT OF HOPE." 

Jeff Comment became personally imolved in Odies' lite, convincing judge• 
and police officers to dismiss petty criminal charges against him. Jeff also 
managed to convince a local college to accept Odies. He helped him to get 
enrolled in a drug rehab program. It may take a few years or legwork and of 
friendship before Odies is able to stand on his own two feet and build a success
ful life, but Jeff has commited himself to being there .f'or Odies for as long as 
i.t takes. As he says, 

"I think when I walk one day through the 
Pearly Gates, St. Peter will meet me and 
say, 'God called you to be with Odies ••• 
were you?• And I can say, 'I was with Odies'" 

Jesus may never ask you (and ne) to give away all our wealth, but it.is true 
that each of us has an "Odies" in our lives. Oh, it may be that teenager;; in our 
neighborhood who desperately needs a sympathetic ear. It may be an adult on the 
other side of town who needs someone to teach them to read. It may be a group 
of children in a Sunday School Class who would bene.f'i t fran having a teacher who 
will make sure they have an outstanding lesson each Sundq morning. Yes, we all 
have our Odies. 

A PERSON WHO WOULD INSPIRE HIM That well-to-do young man needed a 
purpose that would challenge him, put sane 

fire in his gut, and he also needed a person who would inspire him. Go back to 
our text and hear it again ••• 

"You lack one thing •••• go, sell what you have, 
and give it to the poor and you will have 
treausre in heaven•. And then this ••• "And 
COME, follow Mel" 

Jesus saw great potential in this man. He could be a leader, but before 
he could lead, he needed to .f'ollow ••••• he needed a mentor, a guide, and role 
model, someone to give him a vision about life. He needed someone to plant 
within his heart a dream about how life could be for himself', for his family, 
for others - his city, community, country, the world! He needed to see some
one living "life eternal"••••"life abundant• •••• "life triumphant• •••• before he 
could live it himself. We all need such a meator ••• right? Someone to show us 
the waT• 

"Come, follow Me" Jesus said to the rich young ruler. 
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Businessman, Max DePree, in his book, Leadership Jazz, tells about an 
acquaintance of his who asked himself consistently one question, "What would 
Bucey say?" He wasn't referring to Bucky Dent or Bucky Dinnes, but referring 
always to thinker, architect, sociologist, engineer, poet and inventor of the 
geodesic dome, Buckminster Fuller. U Thant, former Secret<:1ry-General of the 
UN, once called Buckminster Fuller, 

"One of the greatest philosopher-scientists of 
our time ••••• " 

By asking, "What would Bucky say?" this man was trying to find guidance for hie 
own decisions. By asld.ng that question, he was setting a higher standard for 
his life than he would have ever achieved on his own. In order to be an 
effective leader, he was willing to follow. In this case 1 of course 1 he was 
follosing the example of Buckminster Fuller. 

You and I have the potential to be leaders in our homes 1 in our workplaces 1 
in our communit)", but before we can leader, we, too, need to learn to follow. 
However 1 our standard for abundant living is not Bucey. Our standard is Jesus. 
What would Jesus do? That is what we hunger to lmov. Grant us, 0 God, the 
wisdom and the compassion am the insight of the Man from Nazareth. Then I will 
have abundant life ••• eternal life •••• for He is light and life and hope and love. 

CLOSING This young man came •••• SEARCHING •••• but he turned sadly away. 
The Man from Nazareth diagnosed his need, but it is not, was 

not, the diagnosis the young man was hoping for. Of that, I am sure. 

I think he wanted a cure that did not renuire him to change ••• either hi• 
values or his way of life and Jesus was asking him to do both. And doesn't that 
happea in real life? You lmow how it ts ••• God gives us a tiey glimpse or how 
our lives MIGHT BE ••• but we turn away •••• sad~. Not for aqy dramatic reason, 
but.because at the time it real~ seems like too much trouble. It could cost us 
some money. It would take up our Saturdays or perhaps even our Sundays when 
we could be out on the golf course or up at the stadium. Ouch, we're getting 
close ••• to close, Jesus. · 

Am the chance passes us by for life eternal, abundant and triumpbaJit;. Our 
needs are not that different f'rom this young man. We need a purpose that wi).l 
reach out and challenge us. We need a person who will touch us, inspire us. 
I don't Jmow, f'riend 1 what purpose can challenge you, but I can tell you about a 
person who will inspire you ••• if you take the time to read and study and listen on 
the deeper levels. His name is Jesus. 

Write it down. Take it home with you. Let Him have a "go" in your life. 
And let us close with a prayer in His name ••• 

PRAYER 


