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".THE MEASURE OF A GOOD MAN" 

INTRODUCTION A home without problems of one kind or another is something of 
a fantasy. It's not easy. Someone once said th3t the first 

man who ever tore a telephone book in half was probably the father of a teenage 
daughter. Tod~ is Father's Day, the ~we have set aside on the calendar to 
honor those fathers ••• those men who live out in their families the love which 
they have experienced in Christ. Tod~ we honor those men who make promises 
and keep vows and who put their families first and who seek to set an example 
for those they love. 

Today'a Scripture reading is about such a man. Let me tell you a bit about 
htm. Firstoff, he's a soldier ••• a Roman centurion ••• a man under authority with 

. soldiers under hilll. We don't know whether he was a father or not •. I'd like to 
think· he was. We don't even know his name, but there are some things about hilll 
that we do know. Let me touch on four things in our time together. 

A TENDER HEART To begin with, we know right off the bat that he had a 
tender heart. This centurion ••• this soldier ••• had a servant 

who was ouite dear to him ••• in those days a servant was little better than a 
slave. Perhaps this servant was an older man who had been with the fami~ for m&nT 
years. Perhaps he had even had a hand in raising the centurion. But now this 
servant was quite ill and the centurion was terrib~ upset. He was concerned and 
wanted something done. · 

I'm reminded of something that I once read about Will Rogers. One day Will 
Rogers was entertaining at the Milton H. Berry Institute in Los Angeles, a hos
pital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and people with broken 
backs and other extreme physical disabilities. Will Rogers, of course, had every 
one laughing, even those in bad condition, but then he suddently stepped away t.rom 
the platform and made his way to the rest room. Milton Berry followed him and when 
he opened the door and entered the restroom he saw Will Rogers leaning against the 
wall ••• sobbing like a child. Berry closed the door and then in about five minutes, 
Rogers appeared back on the platform, as jovial as before. 

He hurt deeply on behalf of those very people whom he was entertaining. Real 
men have always had tender and caring hearts. They hurt when those around them 
are hurting and if they can lend help, they do. Back to the centurion ••• to the 
soldiers in today's lesson ••• he was determined to help his servant who was on 
the point of death. That w:as the kind of man he was. What could he do? He was 
no doctor and even if he were, what could have been done for him with the 
primitive medicine of that day? 

Then he heard about Jesus and t~ts leads to a second thing about him that 
deserves our attention. He was a man who respected the beliefs of other people. 

RESPECTED OTHERS 1 BELIEFS · Upon hearing about Jesus, he probably thought to 
himself, "Ah •• ell'.&ybe He can do something for my 

servant. And he made plans for soliciting the help of Jesus. However, instead of 
persona~ approaching the Master, he sent a contingent of Jewish elders to plead 
his case for him. It's interesting to note what the elders said to Jesus about 
him. "He is worthy to have you do this for hm ••• for he loves our nation and he · 
built our synagogue!" He built us our synagogue! 
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Note this that not all the Romans were oppressors. Here was a man of 
power, a man of authority ••• but he was a man wno had respect for those who be
lieved different than he ·did. Why he even helped them build their synagogue. 
Come on now ••• who says that a good man is hard to find? 

Someone commented in ~ presence recentlY that this is supposed to be the 
era of the "angry white male". At times it does seem to be an era when "intol
erance is in and fashionable". I find ~self getting weary and tired of th_ 
political pundits who shout at one another on TV and in the papers and on the 
radio. But we need to be reminded that not all males are inflexible and rigid 
and opinionated and not all of them are angry and anxious to keep "women in 
their place". As far as I can tell there is only one male stereotype that is 
accurate and that is the aversion to ask tor directions. Indeed, I've often 
felt that the Israelites wouldn't have wandered around in the desert for 40 years 
if Mrs. Moses had been in chargel 

I am thankful that there are many men out there who are not angr,y, men who 
are supportive of their wives, men who respect the opinions of others 1 men who 
do listen and who do care. Such men make better fathers, better husbands and 
better neighbors. To me, this centurion was that kind of a man. He had deep 
respect for other ••• for their beliefs and for where they were coming from. 

GENUINE HUMILITY Which leads me on to lift up a third thing about him 
that we would do well to consider. I think he was a man 

of genuine humility. Note that Jesus was persuaded by the testtmoqy of the 
elders and went with them. As he approached the house, the centurion is reported 
to have sent friends to Him saying, 

"Lard ••• do not trouble yourself, for I am not 
worthy to have you come under~ roof••••••" 

Here is a man of wealth, a man of power, a man with ,.,uite a bit of authority and 
he says this to an itinerant Jewish teacher. Hard to believe? "I am not worthy 
to have You, Jesus, came under ~roof." 

To me there is no quality more appealing in a man or a woman than a touch of 
genuine humility. I'm not talking about low esteem that causes persons to allow 
others to walk all over them. Certainly this centurion was no doormate, but he 
recognized the power of Jesus and he was humble enough to ask Jesus for a bit of 
help. I like that quality in a person. Remember that great General from World 
War II, the late Om.ar Bradley. He had it. I remember one time sitting next to 
him in a box seat out at Shea Stadiunt, of all places. I even got to chat with him 
and shake his hand. 

Two hundred years ago, William Withering was one of the best doctors in 
England. As a scientist, he certainly did not believe in ghosts and yet one d~ 
while out strolling through his village, he swore that he saw a ghost ••• and then 
another ••• and still another. He stared in amazement. All of these people had 
been very ill with a disease called "dropsy" ••• which caused liquid to form around 
the heart of a person, leading to a heart attack. He had worried about them, but 
as a good doctor he had no way to treat them and when they left his office, he was. 
sure th.<tt he would never see any of them alive again. But there they were and:: 
they all looked remarkably healthy. They proceeded to tell him about a wonderful 
"witch woman" who lived in a nearby wood and who had prepared for them a special 
brew which, they each insisted, had cured them. A "good witch woman" they said 
was helping them ••• 
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Now Dr. Withering was a good scientist who knew the 1l1lportance of investi
gating anything and everything that sounded like a cure. He also knew that 
many remedies and medicines used by mid-wives and by women healers who were 
sometimes ref'errred to as "witches" could help cure illness and heal injuries. 
And so he decided to visit this "good witch" and see for himself what brews 
she was concocting. Sure enough upon arriving at her cottage he found her busy 
making up her "dropsy remeda'" out of' same twenty plants, roots, berries and 
herbs. Dr. Withering asked for samples of her plants to study and after a 
nwmber of. tests, he decided that the most powerful plant in her special "brew" 
had to be the herb foxglove. He thought to himself', 

"What if there was something in the foxglove 
that .cured the dropsy? If so •• what is it?" 

Thanks to the "good witch" who was a healer, Dr. Withering was able to use 
his knowledge of botany to isolate the ingredient in the foxglove plant called 
digitalis, which may very well be one of' the most important natural products 
ever discovered for medicinal use. Today, digitalis in different forms is still 
a lifesaver used by doctors all over the world to help people with heart problems. 

I think that many doctors would have probably looked with some scorn and 
same reluctance on this crude form of "alternative" medicine performed by these 
"witch doctors", but Dr •. Withering was a humble man in the best sense of the 
word. A man with an open mind •••• willing to accept their help. If the centurion 
in today's lesson had been a proud man, chances are he would never have sent for 
Jesus. But he comes across to me as a caring man, a man who also respected the 
beliefs of others, a humble man, too •••• and one more thing to lift up and that 
is that he was also a man of deep faith. 

A MAN OF FAITH If you've followed this story along and listened carefu~ 
to the scripture reading then you already know how the 

stor,r ends. The centurion sends a message to Jesus. 

11 Lord11 he says ... "do not trouble yourself, for I am not 
worthy' to have You come under my roof. Therefore, I did 
not presume to come to You. But say the word, and let ~ 
servant be healed •••• " 

Did you get that? "Just say the word, Lord ••• and my servant will be healed"• 
When Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to the people who were gathered 
around, "I tell you ••• not even in Israel have I found such faithl" And then when 
those who had been sent returned to the centurion's house, they found the slave 
well. This centurion was a man who believed that Jesus could do same great 
things •••• who could do what He said He would dol This is faith at its finest and 
we could use some of it today with our problems and concerns. 

So let me sum it up for you: the centurion was a caring man, a tolerant 
and humble sort of man, a man of deep and genuine faith ard the world, yes, can 
use such men. Wives need such husbands. Children need such fathers. Indeed 
the world is a much better place for men of this measure, this mold. 

Let me read you some parts of a letter written by another famous soldier. 
General Norman Schwartzkopf wrote some moving lines to his family several years 
ago on the eve of the Gulf War. Four years ago on June the 9th, I sat behind 
General Schwartzkof at a service at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine and for 
two hours took the "measure of this soldier'lo 
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"My dearest Wife and Children •••• 

The war clouds have ·gathered on the horizon and I have 
already issued the terrible orders that will let the mon
ster loose. I wish with every fiber of 117 body that I 
would never have had to issue those commands. But it is 
now too late, and for whatever purpose God has, we will 
soon be at war. 

As a soldier who had had to go to war three times before,· 
I want you to know that I am not afraid. I know that I 
might face death but you should know that I am far safer 
than most of the fine young men and women under 117 cOJIUiland. 
Some will die; maqy could die. I pray to God that this will 
not happen but if it does and if' I am one of those chosen 
by·God to sacrifice JrJ7 life, I wanted you io know that JfJ'1' 
last thoughts before this terrible beginning are of you, my 
beloved family. 

Brend~ I have never been very eloquent with words and far 
too guarded in expressing lfl'1' love for you. I truly regret 
this but it is the way I am. That is why I wanted more than 
anything else to write to you tonight and tell you how much 
you mean to me. I cannot tell you how ms.ny times I have 
thanked God that I married you, nor can I adequate~ tell you 
how JllallT times you have made me so proud that you are my wife. 
Especial~ during these past five manths ••• dif'f'icult months ••• 
it has given me great strength to lmow that you were there, 
always there ••• taldng care of' our family and so maey others. 
Thank you for that and so lii8.D1' other things: the loving, the 
understanding, the forgiving, the helping, the caring, the 
supporting ••• just being my Brenda Pauline. 

Cindy, Jessica, Christian ••• ! hope you know how much I love 
you. The three of' you have become the most important reason 
to me for being on this earth. I could lose everything I 
possess and if' I still had you, life would be worth living. 
I could be rich and famous and have everything I desire, but 
without you my life would be meaningless, my heart would be 
empty and I would not want to live. The three of' you are my 
illlmortality! You are the best thing I will leave behind when 
I leave this world. And you have each returned that love to 
me. I am a father who knows his children love him and that 
makes me a very lucky man! As I told you at Christmas, I am 
so proud of ea.ch of you for what each of' you are. Be proud 
of' yourseltes for you are find human beings. Thank you for 
being my children. Thank you for letting me be your father. 
Thank you for loving mel" 

"Take care of each other, love each other and if it be God's 
will, we shall be together soon. If' that should not happen, 
then know that whever I am I will be with each of' you every 
day, always. Your loving husband and father. H. Norman. 
Dad." 
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PRAYER Make as deeply sensitive to Your nearness and Your presence 
on this special Sunday, 0 God •••• as we reflect on this account 

of the soldier of Rome in the time of Christ. We see things in him that we 
admire •••• a man with a tender, caring heart, who respected the beliefs and 
convictions ot others 1 who possessed a certain hWilility- bat above all who 
had deep faith in Jesus and what He could do if given the chance. 

let this simple lesson have play in our lives that we may- grow in our 
discipleship. In the name and spirit or Jesus, we pray-. Amen. 
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".THE MEASURE OF A GOOD MAN" 

INTRODUCTION A home without problems of one kind or another is something of 
a fantasy. It's not easy. Someone once said that the first 

man who ever tore a telephone book in half was probably the father of a teenage11L -
daughter. Tod~ is Father's Day, the day we have set aside on the calendar to 
honor those fathers ••• those men who live out in their families the love which 
they have experienced in Christ. Tod~ we honor those men who make promises 
and keep vows and who put their families first and who seek to set an example 
for those they love. 

Today's Scripture reading is about such a man. Let me tell you a bit about 
him. Firstoff, he's a soldier ••• a Roman centurion ••• a man under authority with 
soldiers under him. We don't know whether he was a father or not. I'd like to 
think he was. We don't even know his name, but there are some things about him 
that we do know. Let me· touch on four things in our time together. 

A TENDER HEART To begin with, we know right off the bat that he had a 
tender heart. This centurion ••• this soldier ••• had a servant 

who was ouite dear to him ••• in those days a servant was little better than a 
slave. Perhaps this servant was an older man who had been with the family for many 
years. Perhaps he had even had a hand in raising the centurion. But DOW this 
servant was quite ill and the centurion was terribly upset. He was concerned and 
wanted something done. 

I'm reminded of something that I once read about Will Rogers. One day Will 
Rogers was entertaining at the M.ilton H. Berry Institute in Los Angeles, a hos
pital that specialized in rehabilitating polio victims and people with broken 
backs and other extreme physica.l disabilities. Will Rogers, of course, had every 
one laughing, even those in bad condition, but then he suddently stepped away from 
the platform and made his way to the rest room. Milton Berry followed him and when 
he opened the door and entered the restroom he saw Will Rogers leaning aga.inst the 
wall ••• sobbing like a child. Berry closed the door and then in about five minutes, 
Rogers appeared back on the platform, as jovial as before. 

He hurt deeply on behalf of those very people whom he was entertaining. Real 
men have always had tender and caring hearts. They hurt when those around them 
are hurting and if they can lend help, they do. Back to the centurion ••• to the 
soldierl': in today's lesson ••• he was determined to help his servant who was on 
the point of death. That was the kind of man he was. What could he do? He was 
no doctor and even if he were, what could have been done for him with the 
primitive medicine of that day? 

Then he heard about Jesus and t&is leads to a second thing about him that 
deserves our attention. He was a man who respected the beliefs of other people. 

RESPECTED OTHERS' BELIEFS tpon hearing about Jesus, he probably thought to 
hhimseif, "Ah ••• l'l'.aybe He can do something for my 

servant~111 And he made plans for soliciting the help of Jesus. However, instead of 
personally approaching the Master, he sent a contingent of Jewish elders to plead 
his case for him. It's interesting to note what the elders said to Jesus about 
him. "He is worthy to have you do this for him ••• for he loves our nation and he 
built our synagogue!" He built us our synagogue! 
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Note this that not all the Romans were oppressors. Here was a man of 
power, a man of authority ••• but he was a man who had respect for those who be
lieved differently1.than be'.~. Why he even helped them build their synagogue. 
Come on now ••• who says that a good man is hard to find? 

Someone commented in my presence recently that this is supposed to be the 
era of the "angry white male". At times it does seem to be an era when "intol-

- erance is in and fashionable".' I find myself getting vreary and tired of th~se 
political pundits who shout at one another on TV and in the papers and on the 
radio. But we need to be reminded that not all1males are inflexible and rigid 
and opinionated and not all of them are angry and anxiou.s to keep "women in 
their place". As far as I can tell there is only one male stereotype that is 
accurate and that is the aversion to ask for directions. Indeed, I've often 
felt that the Israelites wouldn't have wandered around in the desert for 40 years 
if Mrs. Moses had been in chargel 

I am thankful that there are many men out there who are not angry, men who 
are supportive of their wives, men who respect the opinions of others, men who 
do listen and who do care. Such men make better fathers, better husbands and 
better neighbors. To me, this centurion was that kind of a man. He had deep 

- respect for others •• for their beliefs and for where they were coming from. 

GENUINE HUMILITY Which leads me on to lift up a third thing about him 
that we would do well to consider. I think he was a man 

of genuine humility. Note that Jesus was persuaded by the testimo~ of the 
elders and went with them. As he approached the house, the centurion is reported 
to have sent friends to Him saying, 

11 Lord ••• do not trouble yourself, for I am not 
worthy to have you come under my roof •••••• " 

Here is a man of wealth, a man of power, a man with ~uite a bit of authority and 
he says this to an itinerant Jewish teacher. Hard to believe? "I am not worthy 
to have You, Jesus, came under my roof." 

To me there is no quality more appealing in a man or a woman than a touch of 
genuine humility. I'm not talking about low esteem that causes persons to allow 
others to walk all over·tthem. Certainly this centurion was no doormate, but he 
recognized the power of Jesus and he was humble enough to ask Jesus for a bit of 
help. I like that quality in a person. Remember that great General from World 
War II, the late Omar Bradley. He had it. I remember one time sitting next to 
him in a box seat out at Shea Stadium, of all places. I even got to chat with him 
and shake his hand. The 11GI's" general they often called him. 

Two hundred years ago, William Withering was one of the best doctors in 
England. As a scientist, he certainly did not believe in ghosts and yet one day 
while out strolling through his village, he swore that he saw a ghost ••• and then 
another ••• and still another. He stared in amazement. All of these people had 
been very ill with a disease called "dropsy" ••• which caused liquid to form around 
the heart of a person, leading to a heart attack. He had worried about them, but 
as a good doctor he had no way to treat them and when they left his office, he was 
sure that he would never see any of them alive again. But there they were and~:· 
they all looked remarkably healthy. They proceeded to tell him about a wonderful 
"witch woman" who lived in a nearby wood and who had prepared for them a special 
brew which, they each insisted, had cured them. A "good witch woman" they said 
was helping them ••• 
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Now Dr. 1-lithering was a good scientist who knew the importance of investi
gating anything and everything that sounded like a cure. He also knew that 
manr remedies and medicines used by mid-wives and by women healers who were 
sometimes referrred to as "witches" could help cure illness and heal injuries. 
And so he decided to visit this "good witch" and see for himself what brews 
she was concocting. Sure enough upon arriving at her cottage he found her busy 
making up her "dropsy reme•" out of some twenty plants, roots, berries and 
herbs. Dr. Withering asked for samples of her plants to study and after a 
nwnber of .teats, he decided that the most powerful plant in her special "brew" 
had to be the herb foxglove. He thought to himself, 

"What if there was something in the foxglove 
thattoured the dropsy? If so •• what is it?" 

Thanks to the "good witch" who was a healer, Dr. Withering was able to use 
his knowledge of botany to isolate the ingredient in the foxglove plant called 
digitalis, which may very well be one of the most important natural products 
ever discovered for medicinal use. Today, digitalis in different forms is still 
a lifesaver used by doctors all over the world to help people with heart problems. 

I think that many doctors would have probably looked with same scorn and 
same reluctance on this crude form of "alternative" medicine performed by these 
"witch doctors", but Dr. Withering was a humble man in the best sense of the 
word. A man with an open mind •••• willing to accept their help. If the centurion 
in today's lesson had been a proud man, chances are he would never have sent for 
Jesus. But he comes across to me as a caring man, a man who also respected the 
beliefs of others, a humble man, too •••• and one more thing to lift up and that 
is that he was also a man of deep faith. 

A MAN OF FAITH If you've followed this story along and listened careful~ 
to the scripture reading then you already know how the 

story ends. The centurion sends a message to Jesus. 

"Lord" he says ... 11do not trouble yourself, for I am not 
worthy to have You come under my roof. Therefore, I did 
not presume to come to You. But say the word, and let ~ 
servant be healed •••• " 

Did you get that? "Just say the word, Lord ••• and my servant will be healed"• 
When Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to the people who were gathered 
around, "I tell you ••• not even in Israel have I found s11ch faithl" And then when 
those who had been sent returned to the centurion's house, they found the slave 
well. This centurion was a man who believed that Jesus could do same great 
things •••• who could do what He said He would dol This is faith at its finest and 
v.re could use some of it today with our problems and concerns. 

So let me sum it up for you: the centurion was a caring man, a tolerant 
and humble sort of man, a man of deep and genuine faith and the world, yes, can 
use such men. Wives need such husbands. Children need such fathers. Indeed 
the world is a much better place for men of this measure, this mold. 

Let me read you some parts of a letter written by another famous soldier. 
General Norman Schwartzkopf wrote some moving lines to his family several years 
ago on the eve of the Gulf War. Four years ago on June the 9th, I sat behind 
General Schwartzkof at a service at the Cathe$'al of St. John the Divine and for 
two hours took the "measure of this soldierrt·o He sa.t there with General Pmo1ell 
and the late Richard Chaney. I s~t next to Rabbi Sobel helping to represent ••• 



~~~~~~------ ----~------ ---

- 4 -

"My dearest Wife and CJUldren •••• 

The war clouds have gathered on the horizon and I have 
already issued the terrible orders that will let the mon
ster loose. I wish with every fiber of my body that I 
would never have had to issue those commands. But it is 
now too late, and for whatever purpose God has, we will 
soon be at war. 

As a soldier who had had to go to Tff<ar three times before, 
I want you to know that I am not afraid. I know that I 
might face death but you should know that I am far safer 
than most of the fine young men and women under my command. 
Some will die; rna~ could die. I pray to God that this will 
not happen but if it does and if I am one of those chosen 
by·God to sacrifice my life, I wanted you to know that my 
last thoughts before this terrible beginning are of you, my 
beloved family. 

Brend~ I have never been very eloquent with words and far 
too guarded in expressing my love for you. I truly regret 
this but it is the way I am. That is why I wanted more than 
anything else to write to you tonight and tell you how much 
yon mean to me. I cannot tell you how many times I have 
thanked God that I married you, nor can I adequately tell you 
how manr times you have made me so proud that you are my wife. 
Especially during these past five months ••• difficult months ••• 
it has given me great strength to lmow that you were there, 
always there ••• taking care of our family and so manr others. 
Thank you for that and so many other things: the loving, the 
understanding, the forgiving, the helping, the caring, the 
supporting ••• just being my Brenda Pauline. 

Cindy, Jessica, Christian ••• I hope you know how much I love 
you. The three of you have become the most important reason 
to me for being on this earth. I could lose everything I 
possess and if I still had you, life would be worth living. 
I could be rich and famous and have everything I desire, but 
without you my life would be meaningless, my heart would be 
empty and I would not want to live. The three of you are my 
immortality! You are the best thing I will leave behind when 
I leave this world. And you have each returned that love to 
me. I am a father who knows his children love him and that 
makes me a very lucky man! As I told you at Christmas, I am 
so proud of ea.ch of you for what each of you are. Be proud 

·of yourselfes for you are fin•f human beings. Thank you for 
being my children. Thank y=OU for letting me be your father. 
Thank you for loving mel" 

"Take care of each other, love each other and if it be God's 
will, we shall be together soon. If that should not happen, 

" then know ·W'he:reV,er;er I am I will be with each of you every 
day, always. Your loving husband and father. H. Norman. 
Dad." 
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PRAYER Make us deeply sensitive to Your nearness and Your presence 
on this special Sunday, 0 God •••• as we reflect on this account 

of the soldier of Rome in the time of Christ. vle see things in him that we 
admire •••• a man with a tender, caring heart, who respected the beliefs and 
convictions of others, who possessed a certain humility but above all who 
had deep faith in Jesus and what He could do if given the chance. 

!Bt this simple lesson have play in our lives that we may grow in our 
discipleship. In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 



PAUMC Membership Interest Inventory 

PAUMC's life often springs from our committees where much of the "hands on" 
work of the Church occurs. We invite you to indicate your interest in the 
areas you feel your gifts may best be utilized. We encourage you to be a 
part of the whole. Volunteer yourself. Committees meet typically every 
other month. One or two of them meet monthly. Please clearly mark the 
area or areas for which you would like to be considered and return this 
form, either in the Sunday morning offering plate or by mailing the form 
to the church office. 

COMMITTEES AND DEPARTMENTS: 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION: nuture and growth of Christian thought and 
life. Sunday educational opportunities and all other educational 
programs for children through adults. 

WORSHIP: planning, undergirding and evaluating the whole worship 
life of the congregation. Plans special and seasonal worship ser
vices. Assumes responsibility for altar flowers, lay readers, com
munion, ushering, music, sanctuary sound and lighting. Explores 
creative possibilities for worship. 

COMMUNITY AND WORLD OUTREACH: relates the congregation to our com
munity and world. Alerts people to issues and· concerns. Feeding 
programs. Homeless and shelter needs. AIDS awareness. Budgets for 
and relates to denominational and ecumenical and community and overseas 
ministries. 

DAY SCHOOL: is the administrative and policy making "committee" of 
our Church's Day School (80 children, 3- 5 years, staff of 8 teachers). 

STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE: coordinates education about individual and 
corporate stewardship. Develops the church operating budget for both 
Church and School. Sponsors the Every Member Financial Canvass. 
Gives time to a monthly review of church financial concerns. Relates 
to funding concerns to larger stewardship concerns. Time, talent, 
as well as resources. 

VISITOR / MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: creates programs in outreach and 
evangelism, membership nurture and community development within the 
congregation. Range of responsibilities include follow up on Sunday 
visitors, promotion of Sunday coffee hour, periodic fellowship 
events. Promotes an annual Art Connection as a part of coffee hour. 
Public relations in terms of bus card advertising, newspapers, etc. 

PERSONNEL: through the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee, it deals 
with staff concerns, evaluates staff salaries and benefits, provides a 
mean for evaluation of pastor and staff. Makes budget recommendations 
to Finance Committee. 
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LONG RANGE PLANNING: a small group charged with helping chart future 
beyond the annual calendar year. Often spoken of as VISION 2000 
committee. This group creates surveys, makes evaluations and 
projections, and nurtures a shared vision for the congregation. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP: a group of twelve persons, mostly young adults in 
the 25 to 40 age range. Develop fellowship and social programs for 
all who feel "young in spirit". One or two annual weekend retreats. 
Skating parties. Ball games. Musical concerts. Museum and zoo 
visits. 

TRUSTEES: responsible for church building, its overall needs and 
maintenance concerns. Also responsible for investments and the 
Endowment Fund of the Church. Nine truste~s. Three year term • 

SOME SPECIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

NAME: 

SATURDAY FEEDING PROGRAM: Every Saturday up to 100 individuals who 
are hungry or homeless are fed through this program. Volunteers 
cook, set up the lunchroom, serve the food and provide a hospitable 
atmosphere for guests. Program is sponsored jointly by our Church 
and the Park Avenue Christian Church, located at Park Avenue and 
85th Street. It meets in their fellowship hall. 

RUMMAGE SALES: held three times across the year. Fall. Winter. 
Spring. Both men and women are needed to sort clothes ahead of time 
and to set up the room {Third Floor Fellowship Hall). Proceeds go 
to the United Methodist City Society for Camp Olmsted, a summer 
camp experience: .. for city kids. 

CHURCH CHOIR: our choir of 18 to 20 voices (four professionals) 
meets to rehearse every Sunday, September thru June, at 9:30 Sunday 
morning. Some experience is necessary. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER: a small dedicated staff of volunteer teachers 
provide our youngest church goers with a Sunday School opportunity. 
Volunteers are needed for a three month assignment. Some enjoy it so 
much that they teach the entire year! 

COFFEE HOUR HOST AND HOSTESS / USHER: A good lead-in to getting to 
know others in helping out with a Sunday coffee hour, once every 
two or three months. A list is prepared for the year. And church 
ushering (10:30 to 12:30) on a Sunday is another helpful way to get 
involved early on in the church. Ushers are asked to help with the 
weekly teller's work of counting the Sunday offering. 

---------------------------------------PHONE NUMBERS: 

·. 



ANTHEM: "Thou Knowest, Lord" 

"Thou Jmowest, Lord, the secrets of 
our hearts; shut not Thy merciful ears un
to our prayer, but spare us, Lord, spare 
us, Lord, most holy, 0 God, most mighty". 

ANTHEM: "The Lord's Prayer" 

The words of the Lord's Prayer provide 
us with the text for the second anthem. 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held Sunday mornings at 9:30 in the down
stairs Choir Room. Some members come early 
and enjoy a cup of coffee together. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
June issue of our monthly news sheet 
"A Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the 
door in the narthex as well as on the 
table in the Russell Room. Next week 
we will be preparing the July issue of 
our monthly news sheet. If you have a 
birthday, special event or any news you 
would like to share, please call the 
church office (427-5421). 

MEETINGS TODAY 

The Trustees will hold a brief, but im
portant meeting today at the conclusion of 
the coffee hour. The Pastor-Parish Relations 
Committee also will be meeting in the choir 
room at the end of the fellowship hour. 

TUESDAY EVENING 

The Administrative Council will meet on 
Tuesday evening at 7:30pm in the downstairs 
Russell Room. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

Join one of the ministers for a brief 
mid-week quiet time of prayer and spiritual 
reflection at six-thirty in the sanctuary. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

Volunteers are needed for the Saturday 
afternoon Feeding Program at the Park Avenue 
Christian Church, 1010 Park Avenue (85th St.) 
Be in touch with Janet Ernst if you can help. 

SHARE WORD WITH US 

The Committee on Nominations and Person
nel will meet on Tuesday evening, June 27th, 
to begin work on our 1996 committee roster. 

You're invited to "pass word on" to the 
ministers if you have a special interest in 
a particular committee assignment. We like 
to have people serving their Church in their 
area of interest and expertise. There are 
about ten different areas in which to serve 
the "kingdom" in this Church. Sign up today. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
June 18, 1995 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Chorale Prelude" Peeters 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 100 "God, Whose Love Is Reigning O'er Us" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 God, the loving Parent of us all, give us 
the wisdom born of love to see beneath the surface 
of other human lives, the aspiration and struggle, 
the hopes and fears. Give us the discernment to 
sense the burdens that are borne silently - the 
closed doors, the handicaps of life, the hidden 
tragedies and the hidden heroisms. May we look out 
upon our fellows with the eyes of the heart as well 
as with the eyes of the mind; that in grateful re
sponse to Your mercy, we may be endlessly, incred
ibly merciful, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER Psalm 29 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Thou Knowest, Lord" 
Luke 7: 1 - 10 

No. 761 
No. 887 

No. 71 

Purcell 
Page 896 

ANTHEM "The Lord's Prayer" Peeters 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLGY 
HYMN NO. 710 "Faith of Our Fathers" 
SERMON "The Measure Of A Good Man" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 418 "We Are Climbing Jacob's Ladder" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Allegro" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Peeters 

LAY READER 

We welcome Janet Ernst to the lectern today. A 
native of Brooklyn, Jan, a retired Public School t e acher, 
has recently written a book for Educational TV on how to 
teach your child to read. Here in the church, she is 
Co-Chair of the Outreach Committee and a member of the 
Committee on Nominations. She is also our church's 
representative to the United Methodist City Society. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar are given in celebration 
of children's love for their fathers by Doreen and Larry 
Morales. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Mary McDonald and Walter 
Spencer. The ushers are Michele Barton, Robyn Deaton, 
Jennifer Karim, Gary Klein, Lita Reyno, Tara Timmerman 
and Tom Weickert. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Marie Birillo, Jo Garcia, Miriam Kho, Ethel 
Kipte, Rita Mauer and Gloria Percy. 

NURSERY CARE 

Children who are able are encouraged to join their 
parents in the worship service during the Summer months. 
Small children may join the infants on the fourth floor 
in the Day School Room. Baby sitters are available. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. 


