
"R-ft er these things, Sennacheri b, King of 
Assyria came". 2 Chronicles 32:1 

"The Coming of Sennacherib" 

"Came down like a wolf on the fold; 
His cohorts all gJ_ earning in purple and gold" 

Sense the bewilderment behind the t ext. 
"After all these things" - what things? So 
we are led to consider the situation out of 
which words came. 

Pertain to Hezekiah, king of Judah. He 
had come to throne at twenty-five • .l!'ollowed 
his father • .!!'rightful mess to inherit. On 
brink of national ruin. Confused political 
situation. Moral and spiritual low tide. 

Courageously Hezekiah had undertaken 
tremendous task of putting things right. The 
idols destroyed. Heligion given rightful 
place in life of nation. Passover re-estab
lished after lapse of many years. Life of 
nation lifted to higher level. Had done a 
splendid piece of work. Insight and courage. 
All surrnne d up in words, "He did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord". 

Yet, "After all these things, Sennach
erib. • • came". 

How 'l'rue to Human Life Can sense feeling 
of unfa irne es and 
bewilderment. Aft

er doing his level best, after taking pain 
and criticism, after doing a good job, after 
all these things, Senn cherib came". 

ccording to prevailing philosophy of 
Hezekiah ' s day, his uprightness should have 
been rewarded. lnstead - the hosts of Senn
acherib were upon them - "like a wolf". No 
wonder Hezekiah was perplexed. And we sym
pathize with that perplexity. Unfair: 
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But God ~las At Work •rv.o natural quest ions: 
What happened to Senn
acherib; what happened 

to Hezekiah? Mighty Assyrian was defeated. 
Bible says angel of God fell upon. hosts of 
Assytia - slaying them one by one as slept. 
Historian Josephus tells in journalistic 
fashion what happened. l:lut the point is -
no matter what happened, Hezekiah was deliv
ered. There seemed to be a divine interven
tion - the drama was v.o rked out and God was 
on the side of truth and goodness. 

Hut what happened to Hez,ekiah? This 
experience brought him nearer God. As Heze
kiah turned to God in the extremity he was 
told to rest himself in peace and faith. It 
was a hard thing to do with Sennacherib at 
the gates. But in confidence Hezekiah was 
delivered. He was brought closer to God. 
His faith was deepened; his religious exper
ience became more vital. He had been brought 
through. 

Sennacher ib rome s. That's a fact. But 
what shall we do? Let me say this in closing 
- I have seen people meet their Sennacherib 
in such a way as to win a shining victory. I 
have seen people take hard blows, disappoint
ment, desolating calamity, and turn them into 
winged victory for themselves and for their 
loved ones. 

It all depends - upon our faith and the 
way we handle these things. lt depends upon 
us. The wind that drifts one f:)ailor upon the 
rocks, will send another upon his way. 
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No Guarantee of Immunity In the first 
place the story 
suggests to us 

that goodness can never be a charm against 
misfortune - piety can never guarantee pro
tection against Sennacherib. Jews had to 
unlearn something at that point. .l!'riends of 
~ob expressed the prevailing idea - ~ob had 
sinned else why the calamity and suffering? 
They believed righteousness guaranteed pro
tection and immunity f!Qm calamity - they 
also believed the converse of that; suffer
ing was the result of sin and a punishment. 

'l'he penalties of life, the sufferings, 
the tragedies, the unfairness, the Sennach
eribs, are a part of life. They are includ
ed in the scheme of things. Must face fact 
that this v.orld is a very dangerous place in 
which to live - so dangerous that none is 
ever safe. ~one is immune. That's kind of 
"WJrld in which we live - we accept it on the 
terms. It is a world in which there is al
ways the possibility of Sennacherib. 

I do not believe suffering is the Will 
of God. Too many things blamed upon God. I 
believe God is a Friend not a fiend. But He 
has placed us in a world where dangerous fac
tors operate. Part of the price we have to 
pay for living. The world operates like 
that. We can get hurt. Like learning to ride 
a bjcycle - brought into a range of condit
ions which can result in bruises and pain. 

lf goodness and piety where a guarantee 
against calamity and pain, then what about 
~esus, the fairest flower of human race? He 
had His Cross and His crucifixion. ~ven He 
was not exempt. 'rhough we cannot explain 
the Crosses of life and human experience, we 
are called upon to bear them. Sennacherib 
comes - even after these things, he comes. 



"Sennacherib's army invaded Jerusalem; 
but it melted away, for Hezekiah and his 
people had cut off the water supply, for 
which Sennacherib was unprepared. And 
the army suffered terribly from thirst. 
The army was also invaded by rats; and a 
mysterious plague broke out and 185,000 
men died". 
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And this kind of thing · is always hap
pening. Sennacherib takes a hundred forms. 
Things <b not make sense. We try to do our 
best; we play fair; we live uprightly; we 
do our very best - then, after these things, 
Sennacherib comes. And it doesn't just make 
sense at all. 

Of course it's easy to see why Sennach
erib comes to some people. No mystery when 
an unethical business collapses; no mystery 
when disaster comes to those who have delib
erately and consistently broken the laws of 
health; no mystery when people have deliber
ately and consistently broken the moral law; 
no mystery about the sense of hopelessness 
and frustration that comes to those who have 
bad no use for God and spiritual things all 
through the years. After all, we do live in 
a moral universe - bound by laws and order. 

Hut there is a mystery , and a great mys
tery, when we see good people, upright peo
ple, people who have always tried to do the 
best they oould, attacked by Sennacherib. I 
am not here to give a cut and dried answer. 

Life sometimes does not seem to make 
sense. l''ind it difficult to square events 
with the belief in a Loving Father. And our 
Christ ian Creed like a feeble lamp nakes the 
darkness seem darker. "Why do the righteous 
suffer?" That's the question. That is the 
problem that is threshed in the book of Job. 
There he was - a good man. Yet he had lost 
everything- home, cattle, children, health. 
And what is the answer? There is no answer; 
After the dialogues the drama ends in thun
derstorm - there is no answer. 

Yet there are some things to be said -
the story of Hezekiah and Sennacherib does 
suggest certain considerations of value to 
us as we face our Sennacheribs. 



FREMONT ST£EET ~~~THODIST CHURCH 
Glcver s v~lle, New York 
Fred Clarke. Minister 

Alicejoy France Grace L. Gifford 
Minister's Assistant Church Secretary 

Mildred E. Clarke, Summer Organist 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "Sheep May Safely Grazen 
CALL TO WORSHIP - By the minister 
HTI:IN 35 - "New every morning is the love" 
R~SPONSALS : 

Bach 

Melcombe 

Minister: Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; 
People: 

Mim.ster: 
' People: 

And renew a right spirit within me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
And uphold me with thy fr ee spirit. 

Minister: 0 Lord, open thou my lips; 
People: And my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* 
SCRIPTURE LESSON - Revelation 5 
SOLO - "Bless t his Hous e" Brake 

Glenn Tanner 
PASTORJ.,L PRAYER . . LORD•S PRAYER 

ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Behold a Rose is Blooming" Brahms 
PRESE1ITA'riON OF TITHES .b.ND OFFERINGS 
HYMN 240 - "Vfuat a , Friend we have in Jesus" Converse 

SERMON - "The Coming of Sennacherib" 

HYMN 73 - "Be still. my soul" 
' BENEDICTION 
ORGllli POSTLUDE - "Our Fa ther 
* Interval for Ushering 

Finlandia 

vVho Art in Rea ven" Bach 

Vi s i tors urc cordia lly we lcomed to the servic e today and 
a r e invited to sign the guest book in the upper hallway. 

10:30 

10:30 
lO:SO 

7:30 

JULY 20; 191: ~· - CALEl\.DAB FU>{ TODAY ___ __..:; _________ ·- ·-----

Morning Worship. Sermon, "The Coming of Sennach
erib". Soloist. Mr. Glenn Tanner. 
Church-time Cherub Hour. 
Primary and Junior Church. 
Ou~door Union Evening Service at the Kingsboro 
Presbyteri~n Churoh. In case of inclement weather 
the service will be held indoors. Preacher will 
be the Rev. A. P. Manwell. Bring your friends. 

Altar flowers are given in memory of Y~. and ~~s. 
Walter Cook by their daughter, Miss Alice B. Cook. 

.ANNOUNCE1r1ENTS 

The Mid-week Service will be held on Wednesday even
ing at 7:45. Everyone cordially invited. Here is an op
portunity for fellowship and inspiration. 

Jean Devenpeck, Grant Prentice and Donald Wyllie r e
turn from Junior High Camp at Skye Farm. We thank Theron 
Suits for providing car transportation home. 

Miss France and Phil. Clarke start out today to at
tend the Northeastern Jurisdiction Methodist Youth Con
ference at Oakwood School, Poughkeepsie, New York. The 
conference extends until July 31st. Six delega t es from 
Troy Conference will be in attendance. 

The Douglass Class will hold its Annual Summer P~c
nic at the Salem Evangelical Church, East Stone Arabia 
on Saturday afternoon. A chicken dinner will be served. 

The First Presbyterian. First Baptist. St. James 
Lutheran, and Fremont Street Methodist churches will co
operate in Sunday Morning Worship Services, as follows: 
August 3 -Fremont; August 10 - First Baptist; August 17 
- First Presbyterian. Fuller announcements later. 

We appreciate the s ervices of Theron Suits during 
the illness of our sexton , Mr. Lewis Cunning. 



"The sea is His, and He made it" Psalm 95:5 

"The Message of the Sea" 

Month of August always brings to me a 
strange, inarticulate longing. Heally two
fold longing. Longing for the heather and 
a longing for the sea. Not strange for I 
was born and lived many years on edge of the 
Yorkshire moors. And always within sixty 
miles of the North Sea. 

August comes and because there is salt 
in my blood I fell like Masefield - "I must 
go down to the sea again". 

Says the Psalmist - "The sea 
He made it". It belongs to God. 
and His mind shines through it. 
a message. lha t is that message ? 

is His and 
His reali t3 

The sea has 

"He made it" in all In its loveliness; in 
i t s changing beauty. its changing moods and 

beaut . In its somber
ness as well as in its 

laughter - He made it; it is God's. If were 
a poet I would try to write a diary of sea -
it might run something like this: Monday; a 
cloudless sky and a feathery sea, with gor
geous splashes of powder-blue. Tuesday; a 
soft sky hanging low on sea of rippled silk. 

"lednesday; a pool of tender blue limpid 
as a baby ' s eyes; two small boats moving 
dreamily on the surface. Thnrsday; sea has 
come to life again; waves emerald green all 
capped with white · break like scallops on the 
beach. Friday; waves of stippled silver and 
seagulls wheeling in graceful flight. Sat ur
day; wind blows hard and waves are high; now 
a thing of awesome beauty. Waves come with 
crests flying like manes of wild horses. 
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Sunday; an azure sky once more; and a 

sea like living sapphire - moving breathing 
and restless. "The sea is His and He made 
it" - made it in all its moods of beauty -
the glory of God shines through. 

»He made it" - to For life is rhy thmic -
ebb and flow. from the stars revel ving 

in their element to the 
atom with its revolving satelites. \Je see 
it in the cycle of day and night; in the 
procession of the seasons; in gyration of 
insects as they fly in sunshine; and in the 
ebb and flow of the mighty ocean tides. 

"He made it, - to ebb and flow. Story 
of little boy who saw sea for first time. 
Excited;· paddled; carried waves in pail. In 
the morning the sea was far out - almost 
out of sight. Disappointed! Then saw tide 
return. "Does i t dlways come back like this ~ 
Does i t always ret urn?" "Yes, always!" 

Good thing to remember in days when the 
tide seems so far out. Many saying civiliz
ation is doomed. Perhaps they are right. 
But I like to believe tne tide will return. 
It always bas. No guarantee of course. Pro
gress is not inevitable. We are not on an 
escalator. Hut fact is tides have turned. 

Of organized Christianity same has been 
said so many times . ln almost every century 
doom has been pronounced. But church still 
here - "Church is a hammer that has worn out 
many anvils". Signs that the tide is turn
ing now. In ~urope and elsewhere. 

And in personal lives we need to re mem
ber parable of tides. Here is g round of our 
hope and confidence. By the grace of God we 
beeh brought through thus far. Confess now; 
you have been delivered; tide has returned. 

·•Moonshine". said young man speaking of 



R. L. S. when writing 11 T reas ure Island 11 

imagined the various characters in the 
unfinished story in a discussion. They 
were discussing the probable outcome of 
the story of vbich they were a part. 

Villain, Long John Silver speaks - "I'm 
the villain of this tale and the villain 
is as essential as the hero." 

·caD•tain, replies; m!ere you never taught 
the catechism? Don't you know there ' s 
such a thing as the author? He's given 
you a long rope, Silver; but the author 
is on the side of good". 

That ' s it - the author's on the side of 
God. 'l'ruth will prevai 1. 



"He made it" - in all 
its limitations. 

Sea has its limit
at ions. It is an 
impersonal thing. 

I love the sea; it heals the body and re
stores the nerves. But that glorious sea 
that has flung back the gleeful laughter 
of children this summer, can be a pitiless, 
unrelenting power. Mocking and treacher
ous. " .• storms be sudden dild waters deep, 
and the harbor bar be moaning". 

Like all nature, the sea has its lim
itations. Job cried, "1Nhere is the place 
of understanding? The deep saith, it is 
not in me; and the sea saith, it is not in 
me". And by the way, the writer of Book of 
Revelation was a true Hebrew when he said, 
that in the New Jerusalem "There shall be 
no more sea" - no more storm, no more cruel 
parting. · 

All nature has its limitations. Lovely 
sunset means little when heart is sad. and 
not all the breezes that blow can sweep sor
rcm from the soul. And when we have con
sciousness of moral and spiritual failure, 
we need more than nature can give. Our neec 
is for a personal, loving, fatherly God. 

So we come back to this: Thankful tho ' 
we be for all the sea has done and can do 
for us, yet God and Christ alone are suffi~
ien t for our deepest needs. 'rhere we find 
more than nature can ever give. Hands are 
stretched out to meet our own; and a heart 
the understands and loves us sinners though 
we be. 

'l'hat is the message of this Book. That 
is the meaning of this hour. That is the 
eternal witness of the church. That is the 
fundamental assurance we all need. 

I 

j 



r 
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relip1ous faith. He snake as though moon
shine were a weak and impotent thing. ·lell, 
it is moonshine, the power of the moon that 
lifts the mighty oceans and makes tides to 
ebb wad flow. Heligious faith believes that 
behind all the surging tides of life there 
is tbe power of God - a power that makes 
for peace and poise. "The sea is qis and 
He made it in its ebbing iind flowing" 

"He made it" - in all 
its majesty. 

In all its greatness 
and depth, above the 
confusion of voices 

of men, Ciin be heard the deep diapason of 
the sea. 'l'he sea speaks to us of the king
dom and the power and the glory of God for 
ever and ever . 

Listen! "From everlasting to everlast
ing thou art Uod" • "~->- thousand ye · rs in thy 
sight are but a s yesterday when it is past' . 
~ God ~m.o has seen so much; nat ions rising 
and falling - tyrants come and go . We get 
so feverish and so impatient. Get puzzled 
by seeming apathy and inactivity. If we wer• 
God for five minutest We'd let people know 
who we were. We'd do something. But God is 
so patient - because He alone has all time 
He needs to work plan out - has eternity. 

Need to catch a glimp se of th t kind of 
a God -God of majesty; God of the ages; an 
everlasting God who is working His purposes 
out. leather head ' s story of American visit
ing Oxford. 

',ve need to rest ourselves upon the il 
limitable ocean of God's eternal patience 
and purpose. To remember God is on side of 
good and true and beautiful. To believe God 
has a divine purpose and an eternal plan. e 
is on the side of the good. R. L. s .. 



UNION SUMMER SUNDAY SERVICES 
of the 

First Baptist, Fremont Street Methodist, 
St. James lutheran and First Presbyterian Churches 

of Gloversville, New York 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 

10 :30 o'clock 

Let the people bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary 

ORGAN PRELUDE-The people in devout meditation 

CALL TO WORSHIP-By the minister 

HYMN OF PRAISE-The people standing 

RESPONSALS: 

Minister: Create in me a dean heart, 0 God; 
People: And renew a right spirit within me. 

Minister: Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
People: And uphold me with thy free spirit; 

Minister: 0 Lord, open thou my lips; 
People: And my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

DOXOLOGY-To be sung by all 

* 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

ANTHEM OR SOLO 

PASTORAL PRAYER-By the minister 

LORD'S PRAYER-To be said by aJI 

ORGAN OFFERTORY 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

HYMN 

SERMON 

HYMN 

BENEDICTION-By the minister 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

* Interval for ushering 

The schedule of the Union Summer Sunday Services is as foJlows: August 
at Fremont with the Rev. Fred Clarke preaching; August 10 at First Baptist wi 
the Rev. P. H. McDoweJI of Glens FaJls preaching; August 17 at First Presb 
terian with the Rev. Martyn D. Keeler preaching. 

The loose-change offering will go to the church in which the service is hel 
The regular offering envelopes will be forwarded to the church for which they a 
designated. 

Outdoor Union Sunday Evening Services under the auspices of the Glovex 
ville Council of Churches wiJI be held each Sunday evening at 7:30 during ti 
month of August on the lawn of the Kingsboro Presbyterian Church. In case , 
inclement weather the service will be held inside that church. 
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of Gloversville, New York 
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People: And uphold me with thy free spirit; 
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The schedule of the Union Summer Sunday Services is as follows : August 3 
at Fremont with the Rev. Fred Clarke preaching; August 10 at First Baptist with 
the Rev. P. H. McDowell of Glens Falls preaching; August 17 at First Presby
terian with the Rev. Martyn D. Keeler preaching. 

The loose-change offering will go to the church in which the service is held. 
The regular offering envelopes will be forwarded to the church for which they are 
designated. 

Outdoor Union Sunday Evening Services under the auspices of the Glovers
ville Council of Churches will be held each Sunday evening at 7: 30 during the 
month of August on the lawn of the Kingsboro Presbyterian Church. In case of 
inclement weather the service will be held inside that church. 
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II THRE.l:!i i'' I SHERS" 

'l'bree :tishers went sailing out into the west; 
Out into the west as the sun went down • 
.!!i aoh thought. of' the woman who loved him the best 
And the children stood watehing them out of the 

town. 
i''o:r me-n must work, and women must waep; 
'J.'here 's little to earn and many to keep. 
And th& harbor bar is moaning. 

1;hreEt wives sat up in the lighthouse tower 
Ana trimmed the lamps as the sun went down. 
And they looked at the tide and they looked at 

the squall, 
As the billows oama rolling up 1nto t he. town • 

.tt'or men must work and woman must weep; 
:£.'hera's little to earn and many to keep, 
And tha harbor bar is moaning. 

'l'bl-ee O'Orpee s lay out on the shining sands, 
In the morn1ag light as the tide went down; 
And the women are weeping and wringing their 

hands, 
~·or those who will never come baok to the town. 

~·or men must work and women must weep; 
'l'hough storms be sudden and water deep, 
And the harbor bar be moaning. 





"SEA IS HIS. NO MAN CAN MAP IT OUT AND SAY 'TIS 
MINE 1

; THE ILLIMITABLE ACREAGE OF WATERS KNOWS 
NO OTHER LORD. JEHOVAH RULES THE WAVES. FAR DOWN 
IN VAST ABYSSES, WHERE NO EYE OF MAN HAS GAZED, 
OR FOOT -OF DIVER HAS DESCENDED, HE IS SOLE PROP
RIETO.R. EVERY ROLLING BILLOW, AND FOAMING WAVE, 
OWNS HIM FOR . MONARCH. NEPTUNE IS BUT A PHANTOM -
THE LORD IS GOD OF OCEAN. HE MADE IT. HE SCOOPED 
THE. ONFATHOMED CHANNEL AND POURED FORTH THE OVER
FLOWING FLOOD; GOD MADE THE MAIN, AND EVERY: CREEK 
AND BAY, AND CURRENT, AND FAR-SOUNDING TIDE OWNS 
THE GREAT- MAKER'S HAND. ALL HAIL! CREATOR AND 
CONTROLLER OF THE SEA - LET THOSE WHO FLY IN 
SHIPS ACROSS THE WATERS WORSHIP THEE ALONE. 11 

-SPURGEON 


