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THE MIRROR THAT NEVER LIES"

INTRODUCTION

One of the things that never ceasos .to ,amaze me.
about the Bible is that every page in it is like
a mirror. Onen the Bible to almost any page, begin to read, and
almost before you, know it you see yourself reflected as in a mirror.
And that reflection, I think, is all the more significant because
it is a reflection against the background of eternity. First it
tends to dwarf you, then it judges you, and then finally it magnifies
you.
THE STORY OF THE WISE MEN

For instance, take the story of the
Wise Men. Resting today as we do in
the afterglow of .the Ep~phany, I thought it might be interesting
for. us to use this story as the basis of what I'd like to say to
you th~s morning. Now this word "Eniphany" may be a new word to
some of you and so parenthetically r might Just say this to you that
the Epiphany, according to Christian tradition, is the day set aside
in the church calendar to commemorate the visit of the Magi, the
coming of the Wise Men. It always comes twelve days after Christmas, which means' that this year it came on Friday, the 6th of January. I mention this to you in order to set your mind at ease; I
wouldn't want any of 'you to think that we were stretching things a
little too much by singing the hymn that we sang a few minutes ago,
and reading to you as our scripture lesson, the story of the Wise
Men.
·
Every page in the Bible is like a mirror. Now some of you may
be saying to yourselves, surely there's no reflection of ourselves
and our time in this story of the Wise Men. Why there isn't a
story in the entire Bible that is more remote from the world in which
we live and the way in which we think than this beautiful account
of the Wise ·Men who followed a star. For one thing, you might remind me that the Wise Men were astrologers. They studied the stars,
not to find out more about the stars, but to find our more about
what was happening on the earth, and to predict events before they
.
hanpened. We are not astrologers. Astronomy h~s superseded astrology
aryd you and I do not think much of men in high places who make
their decisions on the basis of what they read in the heavens.
No reflection~ you might say, of ourselves in the ancient figures of
the Wise Men.
And what about Herod, the other principal figure in this story.
He was a King. We are not. Kings. We do not live under either a
King or a Queen. As a matter of fact, most Americans do not feel
at ease in the presence of royalty. It's foreign to our way of life.
Herod was not only a King, but he was a scoundrel as well. Surely,
you woul.d say to me, there is no reflection of ourselves in him.
And then as we temember this ·story, we also remember something about
an order which he issued concerning the slaughter of innocent
children. Remember how Herod, upon hearing about the birth of a
new King,_ sen!l word that all male infants under two were to be
slain. This doesn't attrac·t us. It repels us. Where then, in all
of this, do, we see any reflection of ourselves or of the time in
which we live.
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WE SEE OURSELVES IN HEROD

Somewhat reluctantly I say this to
you that I first saw myself reflected
in this story in the ~erson·of Herod, and for this reason. Remember
that the Wise Men went first to Herod when they arrived in Jerusalem,
in order to find out where this new king was to be born. They had
seen his star in the heavens and had traveled westward to find him.
Herod turned to his advisors and found out from them where he was
to be born. He told. them to go to Bethlehem and then he added this
line: "And when you find the child, come back and tell me where he
is so that I may go and worship him, too!'" Now, you know as well
as I.do that that was a lie. Herod had no intention of worshipping
the child, his only thought was to get rid of l:lim as soon as possible.
Let me say this to you, I do not see myself in Herod as he s.laughtered
the children, b.ut I C'an see something of a reflect ion of myself in
that lie, in the.act of deceit, in the situation which led him in to
it. And it may be that if you look carefully enough, you may see
something of yourselr too.
This past'week, every time I came to this point in the sermon,
I kept remembering a situation into which, I must confess, a lie
once led me. I was in the7th grade at the time. I was taking a
course in the Junior High School in wood-working. I enjoyed work. ing with t·ools, making things. This was back at that point in my
life before my interests turned to baseball and to other things.
My father had·- 'JUt together a workbench for me in the basement of
our home and I was in the process of equipping that workbench with
a set of tools. Santa Claus was good to me that Christmas and he
brought me a bo01 box. with ten or twelve handsome tools. But there
were still a few tools that I needed. I felt I needed a countersink for my work bench at home. Those of you who work with tools
know that it's a small tool, three or four inches, and that it is
used for counter-sinking a hole in a piece of wood. Since I didn't
have enough money to go out and buy one, I thought the next best
thing would be to permanently borrow one from the woodworking classroom in the Junior High School.
One day, in the class-rooin, I rather innocently slipped it into
my pocket and took it home with me. ! thought no one would ever miss
such a small tool. Two days later, the shop teache.r, Mr. Fordham,
called all of the boy,s together at the end of the class period and
reported to us yhat one, small, three inch counter-sink was missing.
Do we know anything about. it? He looked us over very carefully as
he spoke to us. I can remember it so vividly-. · He told us that he
had every confident expectation that that tool would be returned within ten days. Now some of you have seen me blush. And if you think
I blush now, you should have seen me·on that occasion. I'm sure
he knew right away who .the guilty one was. To make a lon~ story
short. I didn't return the tool. I didn't say anything about it.
I just tried to bury it in my mind. After all, I was in a rather
delicate position. I was a preacher's son. The shop teacher was a
member of my father's church. If I confessed, it would certainly be
bad business for the parsonage, let alone for me. Examining the
s_ituation from all angles I thought it best not to say or do anything.
A.nd so from that day to this I have carried the burden of this lie
this act of deceit upon my soul. To top it all off, that June I w~s
awarded the shop prize of five dollars, given annually to the 7th
e:rader who had demonstrated' the greatest ability in the aY't of woodworking. It may be that Mr. Fordham recommended me for it perhaps
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thinking that I would use the money to buy a new counter sink for
the schoo 1. It's interesting .the way that things work o~t • Baing
at such an inmressi onable age,· it's a wonder that I didn t conclude
that crime does pay. I'm not proud of this and I wouldn't want any
of you to misinterpret me.
But this is where I saw myself in the story, in Herod. Going
back to the story again, let's look at the situation more closely.
Like so many lies, his lie was the fruit of insecurity. Mine was the
fruit of greed. Remember, Herod's throne was not safe. It never had
been and he held it only by the courtesy and consent of Rome. He was
there only because Rome could maninulate him. He had little in himself to give him security, little by way of character, and even less
by way of tho,se pers.onal oualities that make a person strong. And
sitting there on a very uneasy, shaky throne, he was extremely sensitive to every threat to his position. The rising star of a rival
was something he could not tolerate, and his lie was his only protective weapon. It was part of his program of self-defense, and I
think the pathetic thing a.bout it as we look back on Herod is that
like most people who engage in deceit he was only deceiving himself.
The wise men didn't need to be told by an angel not to ~o back to
Herod. They were wise enough to spot his insecurity and they had
no intention of going back to him. And this leads me to say that the
tragic thing about all deception is that it is always self-deception
in the end. We may deceive others for a moment, but in the long run
we,are only deceiving ourselves.
Herod was insecure, that~s why he lied.
What about yourself? Do you have any
areas of insecurity in your life. Perhaps not. I hope you haven't,
but I doubt it. All of us have certain insecurities. Some are more
secure than others, but usually in every person there is bound to be
some area of insecurity. For one thing, you may be, insecure in your
job and therefore you may be tempted to lie in one way or another,
or to exaggerate your past achievements in order to build up your
own accomplishments in the eyes of other people, people who might
threaten you or who might one day supplant you. You may be loud,
bossy and boisterous in order to cover up a deen-seded insecurity.

HEROD AND HIS INSECURITY

I

.

Or your insecurity may be in an altogether different area. It
may be that your insecurity has to do with your personal attractiveness and yourability to dr~w neonle to you. We all long to do this.
You may be afraid that you re losing this, if you ever had it, so
you perhaps lie about your age, or perhaps you die your hair, or dress
and act like a twenty year old when you're actually twice that. ·::e
could go on and talk about other areas of personal insecurity, perhaps an in~ecur'ity in your characte~. You may not be the kind of
uerson you d like to be, the kind of nerson YiGUrywant peonle to think
you are, at?.d so you lie tboy.bu:rse.J:f~fu.Bout your sins.
Whatever your insecurity may be, you begin to see it, I hope, a
little bit better as you see yourself reflec·ted in this story about an
insecure king and the deception into which his insecurity led him
And
the wonderful thing is that you see this reflected against the- ba~k
ground of Him who is the Truth. First it dwarfs you; then it judges
you. The grandeur of His Truth, so uncomnromising, so unsuotted with
any of the deception to which you and I are tempted. But in the long
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run, it fortifies you, it magnifies you, because you grow in the
realization that as you lose yourself in Him who is the Truth,
gradually your ~aearity will deepen and -this power to overcome this
temptation to deceive yourself and others will grow.
WE SEE OURSELVES IN THE WISE MEN

And so I saw myself reflected in
, Herod. And then I began to
think about the Wise Men. They were so different from Herod; preoccupied not with themselves, but with the stars,. their minds set on
thingsrabove - seekers, searcher; not possessors, not preservers.
Reaching for things beyond themselves. They wanted the TRUTH the
one thing that Herod couldn't bear to face. And I asked myself,
can I find any trac'e of myself in these men? And the answer was,
not as much as I wish I could.....
·
The Wise Men were following a star, searching for a child. This
leads me to say this to you, it is true is it not that peoDle, generally speaking, can be divided into two groups - the cautious and
the courageous. In the cautious group are the si t-tighters, the
stand patters, the timd s_·ouls, the ,People whose primary concern is to
keep what they have and who seldom break loose into an unknown world.
And then in the courageous group you have the 'climbers, the innovators, the adventurers, the people who are out in front leading the
procession, out in front where Peoryle have never been·before. Which
group would you put yourself in- to? It's SJ mething to think about.
I know that my basic· te.!Z)perament would put me into the first group.
My natural disposition is to be cautious, to move slowly, not to
make too many changes, and yet I know that I have something of the
other dispoti~~on within me. And so have you. I know that while I
am cautious by nature, I am not totally lacking in courage. Nor are
you. The stars still intrigue me, still uproot me, still lead me on.
I think that whichever group you belong in, you will find that
you may lean to one particular side, but that you have a capacity
for the other side as well. Both have their place. Courage without
caution is almost as bad as caution without cou~~~. You cannot 6o
very much to chang~ the basic pattern of your nature, your disposition,
your temperament. Some peo,•le say you can, but I'm not c-onvinced.
But I. think you can always get to know yourself better than you do,
discover where your weak spots.are and to watch out for them and to
guard against them. And you can do this too, you can put yourself
in to the position to be changed gradually by exposure to Him who is
the Truth.
And by exposing your life to Him, the littleness and pettiness
which you may have taken tooprotect yourself will begin to diminish
a~ainst the background_ of his uncompromisfug way. You'll discover too
that your Wife Will be ·fortified', that YOU!' cautiOUS SOUl Will be
transfused wtth his courage. And that gradually you will-find yourself moving out toward the stars, doing things you never thought
possible, and reaching fo:r- things beyond your own comfo:r-t and selfconcern.
I hope that this spiritual exercise will :r-emind you then that
every page of the Bible is a mi:r>ror, a mirror 1n which we can see
ourselves reflected. if we _look hard enough, it is a mirror that
never> Yies.
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Help us, Our Father, to see ourselves as we really are, in
our strengths and in our weakpesses. And then send us on
our way in the confidence that he who judges us is he who
lifts us up and supplie$ us with the power to be more like
him who 'long ago attracted the Wiae Men from the ~ast and
who has been at:brac'ting the Wise Men of every generation
since that time. Amen
·

--,

AND NOW LET US ENTER INTO A P~RIOD OF SILENCE CALLING
UPON GOD IN QUIETNESS AND IN HONEST SEARCHING. LET US
PRAY. 1
'
.

I WOULD REMIND YOU THAT COFFEE WILL BE .SERVED IN FELLOWSHIP
HALL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS SERVICE. IF YOU ARE A VISITOR,
WE WOULD NOT ONLY WANT TO INVITE YOU TO THE COFFEE HOUR BUT
WE WOULD ALSO ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE A MOMENT FOLLOVHNG THE
SERVICE TO LEAVE YOUR NAME AND CITY ADDRESS IN ONE OF OUR
SUEST BOOKS.
,
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS CONCERNING THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES ARE
LISIJED· FOR YOU IN THE BULLETIN AND I WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU
TO REVIEW THOSE ANNOUNCEMENTS ON YOUR OWN BEFORE YOU DEPART.
JESUS SAID: IT IS MORE BLESSED TO GIVE THAN IT IS TO RECEIVE.
IN THIS SPIRIT I WOULD CALL UPON ALL OF YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN
THIS OUR NEXT ACT OF WORSHIP, THE MORNING OFFERING.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
ORGAN PRELUDE

"Aria"
"Air in F .Major"
"Largo"

Buxtehude
Handel
Handel

CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN No. 479 "Jesus ehall reign where'er the sun"
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Seated)
0 most merciful Father, we confess before thee
that we have done little to forward thy Kingdom in
the world, and to advance thy glCir,y, We would humble ourselves bef.~re thee for our past neglects,
and seek for mercy and forgiveness, Pardon our
shortcomings. Give us greater zeal for thy glor,y.
Make us more ~ady and diligent, by our prayers, by
our gifts, and b.Y our examples, to spread abroad the
knowledge of thy truth and to enlarge the boundaries
of thy kingdom, May the love of Christ constrain us,
and may we do all to thy glor,yJ through Jesus Christ
our Lord, Amen
SILENT MEDITATION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
LORD'S PRAYER
iHHHt(Interval for ushering)
THE RESPONSIVE READING
Page 564
THE GLORIA PATRI
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles' Creed
Page 512
il-'k**
(Interval for ushering)
THE ANTHEM
"Dearest Jesus, Holy Child"
Graham
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 2al - 12
THE VERSICLES AND RESPONSES (The Minister and Choir)
THE PASTORAL PRAYER
ChCiral AJ)en
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM
"Open Our Eyes"
MacFarlane
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS WITH DOXOLOGY
HYMN NCI. 102 "We three kings of Orient are"
SERMON
"THE MIRROR THAT NEVER LIES"
Rev • Mr. Clarke
HYMN No. 276 "Lead on, 0 King eternal"
BENEDICTION
Choral Response
ORGAN POSTLUDE
"March He roiqu.e"
Peery

TODAY, JANUARY 8
9:30 A. M. Church School Classes for all ages.
11:00 A. M. Divine Worship.
MONDAY, JANUARY 9
8:00 P.. M. Womants Society. Fellowship Hall. "New
Days for Old Americans"• Speaker: Rev. E. Russell
Carter, Executive Director of Indian Work, National · Council of Churches. Worship: Miss Violet
Mae .Roberts. Hostesses: Mrs. Merget, Mrs. Weinreich. New members cordially invited.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
7:15 P. M. Commission I1eetings: Finance (4th floor);
Membership (Basement); Missions (3rrl floor).
8:15 P. M. Official Board. Fellowship Hall.
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
5:30 P. M. Fe~ship Group. Mr. Clarke, leader.
7:00 P. M. Choir rehearsal.
7:30 P. M. Explorer Post.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
2:00 P. M. WSCS Daytime Service Group.
6:15 P. M, Fellowship Group. Dr. Metzner, leader.
OTHER NOTICES
An invi.tation is extended to all visiting friends and
members to come to Fellowship Hall following this service, where coffee will be served. Hostesses today are
Miss Annabella Johnston, Mrs. Julius Merget, Miss Betty
Grether, Mrs, Philip Clarke and Mrs. George wyman. The
greeters at the door this morning and at the coffee hour
are Dr. and Mrs. George Hull and Miss Gretel Bailey.
The ushers are Messrs •. Black, Llt;3fd 1 Ochsner, Robin..
son and Sundstrom. Mrs. McKenney, Miss Nancy Curtis, Mr.
Ward are in charge of the Nurser,y Care Hour which meets
Cln the 4th floor from 10:45 to 12:45 ever,y Sunday morning.
The members of the church are cordially invited to the
wedding of Miss Dorothy Langer and Mr. Russell Martin to
be held in this church this coming Saturday at 2 pm ••

