
"Ye must be born again". .John 3:? 

"THE NECESSITY FOR NEW BIRTHS" 

I imagine streets .Jerusalem deserted that 
night. Gusty wind hurries through darkness and 
wails at every street corner like chorus griev
ing spirits. "Twas dark and stormy night. 

and .Jesus is gathered with friends in quiet
ness and seclusion of .John's home. Peace and 
quietness within contrasts with storm without -
suddenly, above noise of wind can be heard sharp 
and insistent rapping at the door. Into room 
comes and aged and stooping man. 

And they know him. Anyone of any consequence 
in .Jerusalem knows him. One of high officials of 
Sanhedrin. Those who do not know him are surely 
not of .Jerusalem. His name - Nicodemus. 

A Question of Birth What brings venerable Nico
demus through windswept and 
stormy streets this night? 

No night to be abroad for such as he. He is man 
with question burning within. Something on mind. 
Perturbed. Troubled - oblivious to the night and 
storm. There is a storm within. Urges him to 
seek young Galilean teacher, .Jesus. 

Had listened. Deeply i mpressed. attracted 
almost against his will. Mentally disturbed more 
than cares to admit. An inner compulsion and a 
searching for truth has brought him through wind
swept streets. He must have the truth. Listen: 
" e know thou art a teacher. • .how can a man en
ter this kingdom?" A startling question - and a 
startling answer; "Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom. Ye must be born again." 

"But how can a man be born again?" "Nicodemus 
there is a physical world and there is a spiritual 
world. Birth is the only way by which a man may 
enter either of these worlds. Marvel not, Nico
demus, listen! hearest thou not the nightwind as 
it moans through the streets? Canst thou tell 
whence it comes of whither it goes? So it is with 
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entrance into kingdom. Veiled in mystery; and 
known only to God". Nicodemus departs into the 
night; not understanding but dimly aware Jesus 
speaks the truth. "Ye must be born again!" 

Nicodemus the symbol of tired, decrepit, 
old world. Disappointed and disillusioned soci
ety. Symbol of a waery world. ~·ells the young 
Galilean has a message of new meaning, new hope, 
new vitality. "Ye must be born again!" 

Life a Matter of Jesus stating ordinary prin-
New Births ciple here - that is, life 

and exoerience are a matter 
a many new births. Born by 

degrees. rou read the notice that baby had been 
born yesterday. lhat you have there is a rather 
feeble current of energy pulsing through a few 
pounds of human flesh - about seven pounds. Such 
is life - just breathing and drinking. Born. 

But it is born again later. About age five 
or six. Goes to school. Begins to enter realm 
of letters and figures and history and personal
ities which we call education. Born again! 

Later, at ten years of age perhaps, comes 
another birth when the child is placed at key
board of piano and begins to enter realm of mel
ody and harmony. New birth in uo new kingdom. 
Perhaps child doesn't want to enter that new king
dom; perhaps rebels at first. But eventually a 
new birth takes place and the child enters magic 
realm of sound and appreciation. 

Or it could be kingdom of art whereby some 
painting becomes an escape into eternity. Could 
be poetry where one finds oneself leaning out of 
the magic casements of imagination. A great day 
when such a birth takes place - akin to the day 
when Milton discovered Chapman's "Homer". 

We are born by degrees. The child grows 
through childhood and youthhood, including adol
escence. Then falls in love. Feels that every
thing dates from this moment. Life without the 
other seems to have no meaning. In that experi
ence the persons are born again. Born again into 



The average span of life is only sixty years. 
If you are thirty, you have thirty years left. 
You ' ll sleep half that time. That leaves only 
fifteen years. You'll work a third of each 
day, that leaves only ten years. You'll be 
sick about a month a year; that leaves only 
about eight years. You really haven't long 
to live - really just evenings and Sundays. 
So, enjoy these fleeting moments by visiting 
your neighborhood theater regularly. 
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a relationship of united interests and joys -
it is literally a new birth. 

We Die By Degrees This is the other side of it. 
Ordinarily a tree does not 
die suddenly and crash. It 

declines gradually; it dies by degrees. True of 
man 's physical strength. And not always aware of 
the declining process. 

Can also happen to p erson morally . Something 
dies within us. We lose the keen edge of moral 
distinction. Conscience becomes dull. Happens 
by degrees and almost imperceptibly. Sockman 
describes young man he knows who came to New York. 
Godly home in Middle \'lest. Conscience sensitive 
like Kodak. Lived so long in foggy atmosphere 
of moral compromise that he can take time expos
ure of a most flagrant evil and register only a 
dull impression . Physically fit, socially very 
urbane, but something has died within him. He 
no longer enters wholeheartedly and whole-minded-
1}[ into things. 

Sp iritually we die by degrees. Lose taste 
for spiritual things. Not as alive and keen as 
once were. We yield to softening and subtle com
promise. /e make our easy-going adjustments. We 
become "diplomatic" and prudent. We lose nerve. 
We are on the dying edge of things. 1e lose our 
sensitivity to wrong. Vve are now broadminded -
forgetting the words of Jesus about "Broad is the 
way that leads to destruction and narrow the ,way 
that leads to life eternal". e:Jl~a..v hctrJI...I'u . 

Are we growing by degrees or dying by de
grees? That is the question. On growing edge of 
~:tlings or on --Lthe dying edge? ,&"~~ 'd?~ 
7a::>~ ~7-E!Nt::le..._::_ • 

The Imperative Note Imperative note sounded by 
Jesus. He knew human nat
ure and knew necessity for 

new births. We backslide. Term not heard so 
frequently today. Revivalist psychology had a 
merit. Some people think once converted always 
converted. Can point to exact place and time. 



Don't talk much about backsliding because prob
ably we don't get far enough ahead to slide back. 
In any case, we need not just one New Birth -
we need to be born again - many times. Christian 
way of life demands many new births. A growing 
exper~tce. Have we had a new birth recently? 

All this has social implications. We talk 
about a new, brave world - a new society. How 
is it coming about? Conference: "This theory 
has failed we must try another; this political 
program has failed we must have a change; this 
educational method has failed we must discover 
another; this economic theory won't work then we 
must find another". The kingdom does not come 
like that - merely by re-arranging the old bricks 
into a new pattern. New society will not come by 
reconstruction but by re-birth. By an act of 
God in human hearts by which human beings are re
born and then through them the community. ~ 

"Marvel not Nicodemus; thou hearest the wind 
and canst not tell whence it cometh and whither 
it goeth. So is he that is born of the spirit". 
"Ye must be born again". "Just as around you 
lies the whole world of beauty and melody, so 
there lies around you the rich world of spiritual 
things, of widened sympathies, deepened joys, of 
heavenly hopes. This spiritual kingdom awaits 
you. But ye must be born into it of the spirit". 

To those of us who live on life's lower 
levels comes Christ's command as it did to Nico
demus- "Ye must be born again!" 

~MacArthur's words should not be forgotten; " It 
must be of the spirit if we are to save the flesh" 



, 

10repare to Live 

M
ANY a person would tell us that the all-important 

problem today is not to prepare to live but to pre
pare to die. These prophets of doom call attention 

first of all to the atomic bomb and to the appalling possibili
ties of bacterial warfare. They ask whether you are ignorant 
of the fact that we are in the midst of "a race with catas
trophe." Whether you have read the book, !five .7vtinutes to 
1 welve. Whether you know that in view of the potentialities 
of atomic rocket bombs, scientists have expressed the opinion 
that "death is forty-five minutes away." Whether you are 
aware that some authorities are convinced that if war is not 
outlawed and peace placed on a permanent basis, it is quite 
possible that within five years ninety per cent of the people 
of the United States will have been destroyed, together with 
a corresponding number of our cities, our industries and 
commerce. Our civilization will then virtually be wiped out. 

Of these and similar predictions and warnings we have 
both heard and read. Nevertheless, or perhaps, just because 
of this, the emphasis, especially among the Christians, must 
be on preparation for living. For to him, living pertains to 
both time and eternity. If a man has learned the fine art of 
Christian living, he is prepared for life on earth and at the 

same time is· assured of living with his God in all eternity. 

Living as the Christian thinks of it, is not to "eat, drink 
and be merry, for tomorrow we die." Rather it is to be con
cerned about walking with God and with the age-old prob
lem of living and getting on with your neighbor in every 
human situation and relationship. It is on this basis we want 
to think about preparing to live. 
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ORDER OF }!!.ORNING VTORSHIP 

ORGAN PRELUDE - "My Heart is Filled1
j 

CALL TO '<'iORSHIP - By the minister 
HYivlN 18 - "For the beauty of the earth'1 

Bach 

(Omit stanzas 
Dix 

3 and 4) 
RESPOJITSALS : 

Minister: Crea t e in me a clean he~rt, 0 God; 
People : And r enew a right spirit within me, 

Minlster: Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 
Peopre: And uphold me with thy free spirit, 

Minister: 0 Lord, open thou my lips; 
People: And my mouth shall show forth thy praise, 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* 
SCRIPT URE LESSON - John 3:1-1? 
SOLO - "!.(ornine; Hymn" 
PASTORAL PRAYER :: LORD'S PRAYER 

* 
ORGAN OFFERTORY - "Come, Holy Ghostn 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OF'FERINGS 
HYMN 80 - "O my soul, bl e ss God the Father" 

SERMON - "THE NECESSITY FOR NgN BH\THS" 

HTI;IN 251 - "Take time to be holy11 

BENEDICTION - By the minister 
ORGAN POSTI...UDE - "In Dulci Jubilo" 
* Inte rval for Ushering 
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Henschell 

DUpre 

Stuttga:r~ 

Holiness 

Bach 

JULY 18 , 1 S :'·8 -· CALr.;·:iiDf..H. F'OR '.!.'Ol)AY -----··- ... -· .. ·- ·- ~ ·-· -- ... - · .. · -·· - -·-·-- --~----
10:30 Morning Worship and sermon - ;1The Necessity of 

New Births". Bass soloist, Mr. Norman Pugh. 

7:30 Union Evening Service on the la01m of the Kings
bora Presbyterian Church with the Hev . Che ster 
Hustead, minister of First Baptist Church as the 
preacher. Everyone is invited. 

AJJNOUNC EME:NTS 

Al ta.r flowers today are the gift of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herbert P. Robinson who were married in this church yes
terday. ~xs. Robinson was formerly Kathleen c. Arm
strong. We extend our b est wishes to them. 

The W.C.T,U, will hold a covered clish party o.t Fr e 
mont on Monday evening at 6:30. Bring covered dish and 
table service. Program will follow, 

The Sununer meeting of' tho Ushers' Assoc·iation will 
be held Tuesday evening a t the Ogden sw~~cr home. 

The Mid-Week Senric e will b e h e ld Wcdnesde.y fi3 Ven
ing at 7:30 with the ministe r as tho leader. 

The Annual Home Department P;icnic will be held at 
the church on Thursday evening at 6:00. Progra111. 

A Day Camp for children ag~ s 9 to ll will b o he ld 
at McNab Lodge , J.ugust 23 to 29 under the auspic e s of 
tho Gloversville Council of Churches, For information 
call tho church office, 

Diann e Frederick, Noreen Lyon and Rob0rta Ma rsha ll 
r e turned yesterday from Camp Manitou. We thank thos e 
who have assisted with transporta tion. 
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