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"THE REBIRTH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION Ori . Fr_~day ••• the Chrbtian Church celebrated a remarkable 
event that took place almost tw0 thousand years ago. The 

event I refer to is the conversion of St. Paul. 'fie do not celebrate this event 
in thB ~1u U10dist Church the 'd:ty some of Lhe other branches of Chri.st 1 s Church 
do. And pi'' rhap~3 1-1e ought. to make more of it than we do for historically we 
have ahmys believed in conversion. It's interesting to note in passing that 
on the 25th of December we celebrate the birth of a child, and that on the 25th 
oJ' J<:trruary w-e celebrate the reb lrth of a man. This morning I should like to re
view the story of Paul's life with you and let some of the rich meaning of this 
life spill over into our liveso 

1f('arly one half of the ~Jew T8stament is devoted to the life and the letters 
0f Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures furnishes us with various 
treasures. For instance, if you're looking for one of the most exciting 
biographies in history, here it is. Or, if you're looking for a travelogue 
wi.th insights into the world of the first century, you 111 find it here & If 
you're looking for a classic account of one man's journey in the Faith, it's 
here. Outside of our Lord Himself, thE~re is no person in the pages of the 
Bible about whom we knmv as much, or whose influence has been as great as this 
fearless figure of the Faith whom God used to give width to the hearing of the 
Good News and depth to its meaningo 

HIS LIFE lofe seldom think of Paul as a contemporary of Jesus, but it's quite 
evident to us that their lives overlapped. About the time that 

Jesus journeyed with His parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a twelve year 
old, a baby boy was being dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus -
a town in Asia Minor, about 300 miles north of Jerusalem. This name of this 
younger boy was Saul, after the first king of Israel& In some respects, Jesus 
and Saul followed similar paths. Each was brought up by God-fearing, Je~<rish 

parents; each was faithful in his attend<1nce at the synagogue; each learned a 
tr~~.cle. But there came a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to 
emphasize a man's response to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was later 
to be called) 1vent on to emphasize a man 1 s response to the laws of God and man. 

Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not know. It is possible that 
Saul was in Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, for loyal Jews always 
made the pilgrimage to the Holy City at Passover. While there is no indication 
that Saul witnessed the proceedings of that first Holy \·leek, there is a good 
possibility th"'t he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and 
his young friends celebr."l.ted the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared 
to suggest that God might be interested in something more than outward observance 
of the Law. 

However that may have been, we are on more solid ground historically when 
we place Saul in Jerusalem several weeks later. By that time he had left his 
home in Tarsus to study in Jerusalem with the respected teacher, Gamaliel. And 
like many other young men, intoxicated -..ri th independence, he was an extremist 
with no patience or tolerance for those c-rhose views did not coincide with his 
o-vrn. In pRrticular, he ;.ras irked at the pe>rsistence of the followers of this 
man from Nazareth. The colos"al nerve of these peopl'?. - pitting themselves 
ar,ainst the power of the Church :1nd the State. He t.Yould do what he conld to 
help stal"Tp them out. 
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And so he was there that day ;-rhen a young man named Stephen who belonged 
to this small group was dragged before the Sanhedrin on some false charges and 
conderrmed to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trumpet tones in defense of 
his Christian Faith. What he said and the manner in which he did it infuriated 
the mob and what followed was a First Century, first class lynching. The 
record says that Paul stood by - a kind of checkroom attendant for the garments 
of the mobsters who stcned to death this young man, Stephen. No protest on his 
p.J.rt as he witnessed the de a. tb of the first Christ ian martyr. 

The only thing was that Stephen rUed in heroic fashion. Something about 
hifl face and his manner that left one with the b1pression that he was the 
conqueror rather than the conquered. Saul nevAr could forget it. Moreover, 
Saul later admitted that h6i was a r,.ralking "civil war" at that time. The more 
he tried to pull himself up by the 1::3.1-TS of righteousness, the more frustrated 
he !"'as over his failures. But he tried to ignore it and directed his time and 
energy to pursuing and persecuting the early Christians. One day he volunteered 
for Gestapo service in Damascus, vowing to capture any Christians he could find 
in that city and bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment and death. 

DArm.scu::; If you know yOL.tr Nevr Testament, you know what happened. That road 
to Damascus r.-ras to become famous for quite another experience than 

that :v-hich Saul had in rnindo 

A light., A voice.. A complete change of direction. The Paul of later years 
spoke of the experience with a note of reverent wonder. 11 He appeared to me 11 he 
~A.id. WJr·ds, of course, have their limitation in portraying what actually 
happened and our minds have their limitation in comprehending vrhat actually 
took place. But the decisive reality of that Damascus road experience is beyond 
any doubt. For it was then that Sanl became Paul. It was then that this fiery 
foe of the Christians turned about face and was set on his way to become the 
foremost person of Christ's way in its early years. 

In the years that immediately followed, Paul slowly built a reputation as 
an able exponent and example of the Christian Faith. About ten years after 
the Damascus Road experience, a Christian leader by the name of Barnabas in 
Antioch invited Paul to come over and help him in the little church thereo It 
was during that year that First Church, Antioch, asked Paul and Barnabas to 
serve as their ministers abroad. They accepted the assigrunent and "after fasting 
and praying they laid hands on them and sent them off". 

There are three distinct missionary journeys recorded in the Book of Acts 
that Paul undertook. He moved throughout the Mediterranean world, pioneering as 
an itinerant preacher across Asia Minor, Greece and Hacedonila. \rfuerevP.r hEiT -..rent 
he stirred up opposition with this Gospel about a Rtsen Lord Fho had revealed 
God's love to all men. He met opposition. His opponents harassed him, hurt 
him, falsely accused him, imprisoned him, bea.t h.iln.. Nidway in his travels, his 
health broke - malaria or perhaps epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his 
prayers were not answered at all in the way that he wanted.. But nothing stopped 
this man. With great persistence, faith, passion and power, he preached the 
Gospel of God 1 s love for all men where no one had been before. It -vras Paul who 
took the event out of Palestine and introduced it to the known world of his time. 

A.t length, he came to Rome. 1\nd there th0 story ends. Trarli.tion has it he 
died a martyr's death in Rome in the Neroi::l.n persecution of 6) !\.. D.. ~-.fhatever 
the manner of his death, he wrote his mm epitaph when he ;";aid, "I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith11 • Amen 
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TRANSFORMATION Now, this is a very brief review of the facts regarding his 
life. ~Je would do well to also consider the legacy of his 

life, and here there are two things about Paul - his ministry and his message -
which shine undimmed across the years, down to the present moment. 

First o rf, he stands out a::: ""· clear ex:unple of the transformation thG.t 
the spirit of Christ brings to a hum::m life. Our forefathers in the faith spoke 
of this thinsformation ds "conversion". 1,-Je don't use this term very ITIUCh in our 
churches now-a-days. ~fe tend to place our emphasis more on respectability 
than on redemption. But if you clutch the Nevr Testament by the arm and wonder 
what it's all abOilt, it will speak to you not in terms of the attainment of 
r8spect::J.bility, but rather of the gift of redemption through Christ. The One 
who c::tme into the world to fash Lon the Uew Testament where the Old left off 
oromised that he could fashion and shape new lives out of old. And He elida 
And He continues to do so even today. People can be "born again", and it was 
on this astonishing claim and conviction that the Chri:;tian F::1ith moved out 
into the Hediterranean world nnder Paul' 3 direction. 

You cHn hardly read the ~tory of Panl wi t.hout wondering what has hap]Jened 
to this ~laim. Paul reminds us of the power of God to accomplish things - to 
redeem life, to restore life. 111vretched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?" asked Paul in the midst of his own inner civil Har. 
His an:Jwr::r, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Chris:. our Lord". And time and 
ar':ain liP points to Hha t God has done in Ghrist A.nd through Christ and then from 
h.L::; C!.-fll experience he testifies, "I know" that this is the God who rledeems from 
sin, 1.rho breaks the Lad habits, who frees from fear, who sets love in motion, 
1-1ho restores sanity to life. 

Some present this hour may need to hear that word again, to have it lifted 
oefore them. Oh, we 1re so quick to take refuge in that old cliche, "Aw ••• 
but you can't change human nature ••• ". But either that cliche is false or the 
entire Nevi Testament record is false! •••• and for one, I'm r,villing to put my 
faith in that claim - in Christ - whose spirit changed Paul's life, whose 
spirit changed Luther's and Tiesley's and yes, many others •••• right down to the 
present. "Can a man be born again". Indeed, he can. 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its 
possibilities for others. And this is what NT Christianity is all about - that 
process, which William James described i_n his classic definition of conversion 
in his book, Varieties of Religious Experience •• 

"That process .. egradual or sudden ••• by which a self hither
to divided and consciously wrong~ ••• inferor and unhappy, 
becomes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, 
in consequence of its firmer hold upon religious realities •• " 

It happened to Paul. ••• to so many since thrit. day, and it can still happen. "Now 
to Him who by the power at work within us is able to rio far more abundantly than 
all we ask or think." 

APPLICATION And t-.h<:} other th Lng UP. t st:1nds 0u t in Paul's life is this. HA 
is a fine example of a man ltfho courar:seously applied his religiou~l 

cnnviction to all areas of life. People who think of religion as .::t cloistered 
area of life - walled off - saved and sealed only for SLmdo.ys at eleven -
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entirely personal and withortt social implications will find little support 
from Paul. "Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?" asked Paul in one of his Damas
cus Road recollections, and he spent the rest of his life witnessing to the 
Lordship of Christ in every realm of his life. 

And it brought him into sharp conflict with the prejudices of his day. "You 
are all one in Christ Jesus" said Paul. "Here there cannot be Greek or Jew, 
slave and free man, but Christ is all and in all". Many Jews flinched at his 
words, e~pecially when he said he had been sent to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. That was the spark that set fire tn the flame. "Away with this man. 
He ought not to live" said they. "You are all one in Christ11 

Yet, it was not nnly about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. A Christian in society. No punches were 
pulled. It's all there. He was simply applying his faith "in Christ" to all 
walks of life. In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 13 Paul soars to great heights 
as he talks about life in 11 the body of Christ''. 

Dear Abby had an interesting letter in her column in the Post several years 
ago. I clipped it and share it with you. 

Dear Abby: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing a good minister. A member of an official board 
undergoing this oainful process finally lost patience. 
He'd watched the PPR Committee reject applicant after 
applicant for some fault, alleged or othen•ise. It was 
time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the com
mittee. So he stood up and read a letter purporting to 
be from another applicant. 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. 
I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a 
leader most places I've been. 

I'm over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one 
place for more than three years. In some places I have left 
town after ~Y work has caused riots and disturbances. I 
must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but 
not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too 
good, though I still get a great deal one. The church I 
have preached in have been small, though located in several 
large cities. I've not got along well with religions 
leaders in towns where I have preached. In fact, some 
have· tnreatened me and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at keening records. I have been known to forget 
whom I have baptized. 

However, if you can use me, I shall do my best for you." 

The board member looked ,..,ver th~ conunittee. ~~":/ell, what do 
you think?" Shall we call him?" The good church folks were 
aghast. C;tnn an unhealthy, trouble-making, absent minded 
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Was the board member cra.xy? Who signed the 
Who had that colossal nerve? 

The bo.?rd member eyes them all keenly before he answered 
their question. "It's signed" said he, "The Apostle Paul". 

CLOSING Some of you are familiar with the name of E. Stantly Jones, the 
great missionary to India of the 1930's and 1940's. The name of 

this great evangelical spirit was in the home where I grew up. Remember 
his devotional books? Anyway, he once said to Gandhi that he would like to 
see Chri.stianity a part of the national life of India and he "lsked the 
great Indian leader, "What would you suggest that we do to make this possible?" 
This was Gandhi's reply, 

"First, I would suggest that all of .rou Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. 

Second, I would suggest that you must practice your re
ligion without adulterating or toning it down. 

Third, I would suggest that you must put your emphasis 
upon love - for love is the center and the soul of 
Christianity." 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• and have not 
love ••• " There was a man whose name was Saul, who one day was "born again" in 
the spirit of Christ and became Paul. 

PRAYER Our thanks to you, gracious God, our Father, for men like Paul. 
Touch the restless, unhaopy torn and divided lives present this 

hour. Helo them to tkke firmer hold on the realities of the spirit. Melt us. 
Mold us. Shape us. Use us, 0 God, for we hear thy voice calling to us with
in our hearts. 



INTRODUCTION All of us have come here this morning to worship God •••• 
but ·.re have assembled here ;.rith the ':-Tar in the Persian 

Gulf first and foremost in our thoughts and on our hearts. 

Anxious, fearful, troubled and mcert.a.L'1. as to •rhether ;;ar :-epresents 
a failure in the htt."'!tan S'9irit ••• it is only- fitting that N'e begL."l. our ·..;orship by 
''liftL"lg r1p11 in prayer our deep concerns. In silence, let each now pray as the 
heart cna.y prompt. 

0 God, hear our prayers -

For a just and swift end to this conflict, 
and that 'N'hat has to be done be done 
quickly ••• with a rni."lir.ru.m of bloodshed 
and loss of life on both sides. 

For a contaL.~ent of the conflict ••• that it 
not spread and r~den, involving more 
people and nations. 

For the safety of lo,red ones in battle, 
serving in the Armed Forces of our land. 

~or wisdom in world leaders ••• for the President 
of our country and his advisors, for all 
who lead us and lead the nations of the 
earth. 

~ve pray, too, 0 God, for our orm peace of soul. And as :-re seek to 
find our Nay through this time of uncertainty and war, let our hearts always 
be open to the •-rords of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who said: 

"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called the Sons of God ••• love your enemies 
and pray for those •..rho persecute you ••• 11 

And let the great dream of that Old Testament Prophet, Micah, be 
remembered and heard and shared as people of all faiths come together in prayer 
and worship •••• J~..rs, Muslims and Christians ••• 

''And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruni..."'lg hooks; nation shall 
not lift up ~~ord against PAtion, neither shall 
they learn war a...."V more •" 

DEVELOPMENT Although it is not "busL"'l.ess as usual" for a.n,y of' us, 0 God. • .we 
know that life nevertheless goes on. Help us as we seek to 

maintain appropriate respect for the situation ••• and to ~~ep appropriate 
proportion ••• not to act out of fear ••• nor to be paralyzed as a nation. 

':le go for-..rard with trust and with faith, aware that personal problems and 
needs must be addressed in this hour of worship. 
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Let us rest our hearts in the Promise of Jesus 'N'ho said: 

"Ask, and it ~ .. ill be given .rou. Seek, and :rou ·ttill. fL11d. 
Knock, and it -::.Jill 'oe opened unto vou. Seek ye first His 
Kingdom and His righteousness, and a 11 these things shall 
be yours as •..rell." 

"And all things •••• ;.rna tsoever _you shall a.sk in prayer, 
believing ••• you shall recei·rel 11 "And as many as touched H.L11 
.,.ere ::nade -... hole". 

PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER 0 Thou., ·..rho hearest prayer, hear our prayers, 
for PEACE ••• for others, as well as for our

selves. And touch with Healing, God and ?ather of us all, those "N'hom we 
mention in our prayers: 

1. ------- 2. ------- 3 ~ -------
u. ------ 5. -------

6. _____ _ 

beloved members and friends of this congregation. Comfort the bereaved and 
broken hearted among us ••• be especial~y close to who 
in recent days has lost a loved one. 

Heal each of us at the point of our deepest need. Heal, too, our world and 
sa1re us from bloodshed and violence. 

LORD'S PRAYER Answer now the unspoken pra;rers offered up to Thee on 
the ~1 tars of our hearts •••. spoken in the na.ne and spirit 

of Jesus, •..rho taught us to say when ·-re pray: 

"O~ Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those •Nho trespass against 
us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory, forever. Anen." 
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DEAR ABBY: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing a good minister, A member of an officicil board 
undergoing this · 
painful process fi
nally lost patience . 

~ · . He'd watched the D;EAft\ 
ABBYi 

f ' Pastoral Relations · · :I Committee reject 
,. applicant after ap- ' 
·17 plicant for- some ' . . I ~ ~~. fault, alleged or 
~ otherwise. It was time for a bit of soul-searching on the part 

-~ _ of the committee. So he stoOd up and read a letter purporting 
'" · to be from another applicant. 1 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
· ?'' like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications ... 
· I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 

1
'--;~ .-_- as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a leader 

most places I've been. 
"I'm over !)Oyears.ofage. I have never preach~ in one place 

for more· than· three years. In S<>me places I have left. town 
·. after my work has caused riots· and disturbances .. I must 

adniit I have been in jail· t~ee or four times; but not· because 
of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too good, though I · 

. -, . still 'get a.great deal done. The churches I have preached iil 
~ • . have been·small, though located in several large cities. I've not 
• get along 'well with religious· leaders in -towns where I have 

preached. In fact, 'some,have threatened me and even-attacked 
-~ me physically. I am not too good at keeping records.- I have. 

_ _.:;_ .t r ~ been known t? forget whom I have baptized. 
, 'C · "However, 1f you can use me, I shall do my best for you.': 
' The board member looked over th~ committee. "Well, what 

do you think? Shall' we call him?" . . 
The good church folks were aghast. Call an uilhealthy, trouble

making, abSent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the board member crazy? 
~ · Who sigried that application? Who had such colossal nerve? 

f 

The board member eyed them all keenly before he answer
ed. "It's signed, '_The Apostle Paul'.~' -.AUTHOR UNKNOWN

(Submitted by the REV. C.W. KIRKPATRICK), 
/ . 

*** . 
DEAR ABBY: My daughter is 25 and a college graduate. 

l '11 . :: 

For the last three years-she has been l-iving with a man I'll call 
Bill, and now they are getting married. She has asked me to at
tend her wedding and give her away. Abby, I never approved of 
her living with Bill, and as feu: as I'm concerned, nobody has to 
"give her away" - she did that herself three years ago. 

I have been a widower for five years, and my family thinks I 
should go along with my daughter's wishes, but I'm afraid if I . 

• do, it will look like 'I approved of her former lifestyle and have I 
'- forgiven h'er for it. 

I need help in deciding what to do. _ - , 
. - OLD-FASmONED FATHER ·j I 

l 
I 

! ' 

' I 

DEAR FA-THER: I think you will have fewer regrets. ~-·f you · _:_ 
were to go along with your daughter's_ wishes. I vote go and 
perform your fatherly duty. . - . , . __.c-.-_ 
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"THE REB:rn.TH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION On . Fr_~day ••• the ChrL:tian Church celebrated A. remarkable 
event that took place almost tw~ thousand years ago. The 

event I refer to is the conversion of St. Paul. :'Te do not celebrate this event 
itt the Me tbodist 8hurch the ·,t~n.y somo of Lhe other branches of Christ's Church 
do. And pF'rhaps \-Je ought. to make more of it than we do for historically we 
have ahmys believed in conversion. It 1 s tnteresting to note in passing that 
on the 25th of December we celebrate the birth of a child, and that on the 25th 
oJ' .Jarruary we celebrate the reb Lrth of a man. This morning I should like to re
view the story of Paul's life i,J'i th ,7ou and let some of the rich reaning of this 
life spill over into our .liveso 

~k'arly one half of the New Testament is devoted to the life and the letters 
of Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures furnishes us with various 
treasures. For instance, if you're looking for one of the most exciting 
bio~aphies in history, here it is. Or, if you're looking for a travelogue 
with insights into the :-rorld.of the first century, you'll find it heres If 
you're looking for a classic account of one man's journey in the Faith, it's 
here. Outside of our Lord Himself, there is no person in the pages of the 
Bible about ivhom we knou as much, or whose influence has been as great as this 
fearless figure of the Faith whom God used to give width to the hearing of the 
Good News and depth to its meaning o 

HI3 LIFE 'v-ie seldom think of Paul as a contemporary of Jesus, but it's quite 
evident to us that their lives overlapped. About the time that 

Jesus journeyed with His parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a twelve year 
old, a baby boy was being dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus -
a town in Asia Minor, about 300 miles north of Jerusalem. This name of this 
younger boy was Saul, after the first king of Israel. In some respects, Jesus 
and Saul followed similar paths. Each W.8.S brought up by God-fearing, Jet-rish 
parents; each was faithful in his at tend;mce at the synagogue; each learned a 
trqde. But there came a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to 
emohasize a man's response to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was later 
to be called) r.vent on to emphasize a man 1 s response to the laws of God and man. 

Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not know. It is possible that 
Saul was in Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, for loyal Jews always 
made the pilgrimage to the Hol7 City at Passover. idhile there is no indication 
that 3aul witnessed the proceedings of that first Holy Heek, there is a good 
possibilitjr th~t he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and 
his young friends celebrA.ted the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared 
to suggest that God might be interested in something more than outward observance 
of the Law. 

However that may have been, we are on more solid ground historically when 
~.re place Saul in Jerusalem several weeks later. By that time he had left his 
home in Tarsus to study in Jerusalem with the respected teacher, Gamaliel. And 
like many other young men, intoxicated with independence, he was an extremist 
with no patience or tolerance for those 1-rhose views did not coincide with his 
or,rn. In p.<1.rticular, he ,.,.ras irk~d at thP. D"'rsi~tencP. of the followers of this 
man from Nazareth. The colos:al nerve of these reopl':'! - pittine themselvP-s 
aeainst the power of the Church .8.nd the State. He 1vould do what he conld to 
he1.p staMp them auto 
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And so he was there that day '.-!hen a young man named Stephen \vho belonged 
to this small group was dragged befor,e the Sanhe,dri,!l on some false charges and 
condemned to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trump~t tones in defense of 
his Christian Faith. What he said and the manner in which he did it infuriated 
the mob and what followed was a First Century, first class lynching. The 
record says that Paul stood by - a kind of checkroom attendant for the garments 
of the mobsters who stcned to death this young man, Stephen. No protest on his 
p<1.rt as he witnessed the death of the f ir~t Christ ian martyr. 

The only thing was that Stephen rlied in heroic fashion. Something about 
his face and his manner that left one with the hpression that he Tlfas the 
conqueror rather than the conquered. Saul nevAr could forget it. Moreover, 
Saul later admitted that h9' was a r,.ralking "civil war" at that tirne. The more 
he tri.ed to pnll himself up by the Lv.J"s of righteousness, the more frustrated 
he ,,..as over his failures. But he tried to ignore it and directed his time and 
energy to pursuing and persecuting the early Christians. One day he volunteered 
fnr Gestapo service in Damascus, vowing to capture any Christians he could find 
in that city and bring ther.t back to Je!"11salem for punishment .and death. 

DAHASCU0 If you know your Nevi Testament, you know what haopened. That road 
to Damascus >·ras to become famous for quite another experience than 

that ·,.;hich Saul had in mind. 

A light. A voice. A complete chang~ of direction. The P!=l.ul of later years 
spoke of the experience with a note of reverent wonder. "He appeared to me" he 
~a.id. W'Jt'ds, of course, have their limitation in portraying what actually 
happened and our minds have their limitation in c:omprehending ttrhat actually 
took place. But the decisive reality of that Damascus road experience is bey0nd 
:my doubt. For it was then that Sa'll became Paul. It was then that this fiery 
foe of the Christians turned about face and was set on his way to become the 
foremost person of Christ's way in its early years. 

In the years that immediately followed, Paul slowly built a reputation as 
an able exponent and example of the Christian Faith. About ten years after 
the Damascus Road experience, a Christian leader by the name of Barnabas in 
Antioch invited Paul to come over and help him in the little church there. It 
was during that year that First Church, Antioch, asked Paul and Barnabas to 
serve as their ministers abroad. They accepted the assignment and "after fasting 
and praying they laid hands on them and sent them off". 

There are three distinct missionary journeys recorded in the Book of Acts 
th.::J.t Paul undertook. He moved throughout the Mediterranean 1-rorld, pioneering as 
.:m itinerant preacher across Asia Minor, Greece and Hacedon.:ila. \merevPr hs v.rent 
he stirred crp opposition with this IJospel about a Rlsen Lord Hho had revealed 
God's love to all men. He met opposition. His opponents harassed him, hurt 
him, falsely accused him, imprisoned him, bec;.t him. Nidway in his travels, his 
health broke - malaria or perhaps epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his 
prayers were not answered at all in the way that he wanted. But nothing stopped 
this man. With great persistence, faith, passion and power, he preached the 
Gospel of God 1 s love for all men where no one had been before. It 'fras Paul who 
took the event out of Palestine and introduced it to the known world of his time. 

A.t length, he came to flame. i\nd there th·~ c;i:ory ends. Trarli.tion has it he 
died a martyr's death in Rome in the Ner0hn persecution of n5 A. D •• ':Jhatever 
the manner of his death, he •.rrot~ his own epitaph :,.;hen he :;aid, "I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith". Amen 
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TRANSFORMATION Now, this is a very brief review of the facts regarding his 
life. ~·/e would do well to also consider the legacy of his 

life, and here there are two things about Paul - his ministry and his message -
which shine undimmed across the years, down to the present moment. 

First orr, he st:=mds out a::: ri. clear ex:.J.m.ple of the transformation that 
the spirit of Christ brings to a hum.<J.n life. Our forefathers in the faith spoke 
of thi.:s tbinsformation .::l.S "conversion". l:J'e don 1 t use this term very much in our 
churches now-a-days. We tend to pl~ce our emphasis more on respectability 
than on redemption. But if you clutch the Nevr Testament by the arm and wonder 
what it's all about, it will speak to you not in terms of the attainment of 
rP.spect.!lbility, but rather of the gift of redemption through Christ. The One 
rr~ho came into the world to f=J.shlon the Hew Testament '"'here the Old left off 
oromised that he could fashion and shape new lives out of old. And He did. 
And He continues to do so even today. People can be "born again", and it was 
on this astonishing claim and ccnviction t-,hat the Christian F:~ith moved out 
into the Hedit.erranean world •.mder Paul'~ dir-ection. 

You can hardly r~<td the story of Panl without rr~omlering what has happened 
to this ~laim. Paul reminds us of the power of God to accomplish things - to 
retieem life, to restore life. "',{retched man that I am~ r,.Jho will deliver me 
f11 c1m this body of' death?" asked Paul in the midst of his own inner civil ~-rar. 
H'ls an3wcr, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Chris~ our Lord". And time and 
<'ir::ain hP points to Hha t God has cione i.n Christ 11.nd through Ghrist and then from 
hls r_'\oin cxper1.ence he testifies, "I know" that this is the God who dedeems from 
sin, \>Tho breaks the bad habits, ;;ho frees from fear, who sets love in motion, 
who restores sanity to life. 

Scme present this hour may need to he~r that word again, to have it lifted 
before them. Oh, we're so quick to take refuge in that old cliche, "A'.-~ ••• 
but you can't change human nature ... 11 • But either that cliche is false or the 
entire Ne..,.r Testament record is false! •• , .and for one, I 1m '~filling to put nJY 
faith in that claim - in Chri8t - whose spirit changed Paul's life, whose 
spirit changed Luther's and l-J'esley' s and yes, many others ••• •right down to the 
present. "Can a man be born again". Indeed, he can. 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its 
possibilities for others. And this is wha.t NT Christianity is all about - that 
o~ocess, which William James described in his classic definition of conversion 
irl his book, Varieties of Religious Experience •• 

"That process ••• gradual or sudden ••• by which a self hither
to divided and consciously wrongs ••• inferor and unhappy, 
becomes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, 
in consequence of its firmer hold upon religious realities •• " 

It happened to Paul..,. to so many since thrit day, and it can still happen. "Now 
to Him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than 
all we ask or think." 

APPLICATION And r.h8 other tl!Lng th:1t st::Hlds t:~ut, in Paul's life is this. H~ 
is a fine example of a man who courae;eousl~r a.ppl.i.ed his relj giou~; 

conviction to all areas of life. People who think of religion as a cloistered 
area of life - walled off - saved and :::ez~led only for Stm~:bys at ~leven -
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entirely· oersonal and withont social imPlications will find little support 
from Paul-. "Lord, what wilt Thou have ~e do?i; .isked Paul in one of his Damas
cus Road recollections, and he spent the rest of his life witnessing to the 
Lordship of Christ in every realm of his life. 

And it brought him into sharp conflict with the prejudices of his day. "You 
are all one in Ghrist Jesus 11 said Paul. 11 Here there cannot be Greek or Jew, 
slave and free man, but Christ is all anrl in all". Macy Jews flinched at his 
words, e~pecially when he said he had been sent to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. That was the spark that set fire tn the flame. 11 Away with this man. 
He ought not to live" said they. "You are all one in Christ 11 

Yet, it was not nnl.:r about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. A Christian in society. No punches were 
pulled. It's all there. He was simply apolying his faith "in Christ" to all 
walks of life. In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 13 Paul soars to great heights 
as he talks about. life ln "the body of Christ". 

Dear Abby had an interesting letter in her column in the Post several years 
ago. I clipped it and share it with you. 

Dear Abby: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing a good minister. A member of an official board 
undergoing this Painful process finally lost patience. 
He'd watched the PPR Committee reject applicant after 
applicant for some fault, alleged or othe~iise. It was 
time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the com
mittee. So he stood up and read a letter purporting to 
be from another applicant. 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. 
I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a 
leader most places I've been. 

I'm over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one 
place for more than three years. In some places I have left 
town after mr work has caused riots and disturbances. I 
must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but 
not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too 
good, though I still get a great dP-al one. The church I 
have preached in have been small, though located in several 
large cities. I've not got along well with religions 
leaders in towns where I have oreached. In fact, some 
have· tfireatened me and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at keening records. I have been known to forget 
whom I have baptized. 

However, if you can u~e me, I shall do my best for yo11. 11 

The board member looked ,..,ver th~ committee. ":·/ell, what do 
you think?" Shall we call him?" The good church folks were 
aghast. C.:tnn an unhe.::1.l thy, trn11 b le-making, absent minded 
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Was the board member craxy? 1Nho signed the 
Who had that colossal nerve? 

The bo;:~.rd member eyes them all keenly before he answered 
their question. "It's signed" said he, "The Apostle Paul". 

CLOSING Some of you are familiar with the name of E. stantly Jones, the 
great missionary to India of the 1930's and 1940's. The name of 

this great evangelical spirit was in the home where I grew up. Remember 
his devotional books? Anyway, he once said to Gandhi that he would like to 
see Christianity a part of the national life of India and he ~sked the 
great Indian leader, "What would you suggest that we do to make this possible?" 
'l'h is was Gandhi 's reply, 

"First, I would suggest that all of .rou Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. 

Second, [ would suggest that yot.l must practice your re
ligion without adulterating or toning it down. 

Third, I would suggest that you must put your emphasis 
upon love - for love is the center and the soul of · 
Christianity." 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• and have not 
love ••• 11 There was a rrt!ln whose name was Saul, who one day was "born again" in 
the spirit of Christ and became Paul. 

PRAYER Our thanks to you, gracious God, 
Touch the restless, unhaopy torn 

Helo them to tkke firmer hold on the 
us. Shape us. Use us, 0 God, for we 

arts 

hour. 
Mold 

0 

our Father, for men like Paul. 
and divided lives present this 
realities of the spirit. Melt us. 
hear thy voice calling to us with-
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"THE REBIRTH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION On Wednesday, the Chri;.;.tian Church celebrated a remarkable 
event that took place almost tiri'O thousand years ago. The 

event I refer to is the conversion of St. Paul. We do not celebrate this event 
in the ~1ethodist Church the way some of the other branches of Christ's Church 
do. And perhaps we ought to make more of it than we do for historically we 
have ahmys believed in conversion. It's interesting to note in passing that 
on the 25th of December we celebrate the birth of a child, and that on the 25th 
of January we celebrate the rebirth of a man. This morning I should like to re
view the story of Paul's life with you and let some of the rich meaning of this 
life flow into our lives. 

Nearly one half of the New Testament is devoted to the life and the letters 
of Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures furnishes us with various 
treasures. For instance, if you're looking for one of the most exciting 
biographies in history, here it is. Or, if you're looking for a travelogue 
with insights into the world of the first century, you'll find it hereG If 
you 1 re looking for a classic account of one man 1 s journey in the Faith, it's 
here. Outside of our Lord Himself, there is no person in the pages of the 
Bible about whom we know as much, or whose influence has been as great as this 
fearless figure of the Faith whom God used to give width to the hearing of the 
Good News and depth to its meaningo 

HIS LIFE We seldom think of Paul as a contemporary of Jesus, but it's quite 
evident to us that their lives overlapped. About the time that 

Jesus journeyed with His parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a twelve year 
old, a baby boy was being dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus -
a town in Asia Minor, about 300 miles north of Jerusalem. This name of this 
younger boy was Saul, after the first king of IsraeL In some respects, Jesus 
and Saul follot-md similar paths. Each 1rms brought up by God-fearing, Jevrish 
parents; each was faithful in his attendance at the synagogue; each learned a 
trade. But there came a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to 
emphasize a man's response to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was later 
to be called) went on to emphasize a man's response to the laws of God and mano 

Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not. knowo It is possible that 
Saul was in Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, for loyal Jewsalways 
made the pilgrimage to the Holy City at Passover. While there is no indication 
that Saul witnessed the proceedings of that first Holy 1veek, there is a good 
possibility th::>.t he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and 
his young friends celebrated the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared 
to suggest that God might be interested in something more than outward observance 
of the Law. 

However that may have been, we R.re on more solid ground historically when 
\•re place Saul in Jerusalem several weeks later. By that time he had left his 
home in Tarsus to stn<ly in .h'lrusalem with the respected teacher, Gamaliel. And 
like many other young men, tntoxicated with independence, he was an extremist 
1-rith no pat:i.rmce or toler·ancA for those 1ill0se views did not coincide with his 
01,111. In pnrticular, he Ha.s i.rh:cl at the pPrsistence of the followers of this 
man from Na?.areth. The col.o::val nf"'rve of these people - pitting themselves 
ag~d.nst the power of the Church and the State. He would do what he could to 
he] p stalllp them outo 
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And so he was there· th;;~.t day ;.rhen a young man named Stephen who belonged 
to this small group was dragged before the Sanhedrin on some false charges and 
condemned to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trumpet tones in defense of 
his Christian Faith. What he said and the manner in which he did it infuriated 
Uu3 mob and what followed t..ras a First Century, first class lynching. The 
record says that Paul stood by - a kind of checkroom attendant for the garments 
of the mobsters who stoned to death this young man, Stephen. No protest on his 
part as he witnessed the death of the first Christian martyr. 

The only thing was that Stephen died in heroic fashion. Something about 
his face and his manner that left one with the impression that he was the 
conqueror rather than the conqueredo Saul never could forget it. Moreover, 
Saul later admitted that hS" was a walking "civil war" at that time. The more 
he tried to pull himself up by the laws of righteousness, the more frustrated 
he was over his failureso But he tried to ignore it and directed his time and 
energy to pursuing and persecuting the early Christ.ianso One day he volunteered 
for Gestapo service in Damascus, vowing to capture any Christians he could find 
in that city and bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment and deatho 

DAJ1ASCUS If you know your Nevi Testament, you know what happenedo That road 
to Damascus was to become famous for quite another experience than 

that which Saul had in mindo 

A light. A voiceo A complete change of direction. The Paul of later years 
spoke of the experience with a note of reverent wondero "He appeared to me" he 
Baid. Words, of course, have their limitation in portraying what actually 
happened and our minds have their limitation in comprehending what actually 
took place. But the decisive reality of that Damascus road experience is beyond 
any doubt. For it was then that Saul became Paul. It was then that this fiery 
foe of the Christians turned about face and was set on his way to become the 
foremost person of Christ's way in its early yearso 

In the years that immediately followed, Paul slowly built a reputation as 
an able exponent and example of the Christian Faith. About ten years after 
the Damascus Road experience, a Christian leader by the name of Barnabas in 
Antioch invited Pau,l to come over and help him in the little church thereo It 
was during that year that First Church, Antioch, asked Paul and Barnabas to 
serve as their ministers abroad. They aceepted the assigrunent and "after fasting 
and praying they laid hands on them and sent them off". 

There are three distinct missionary journeys recorded in the Book of Acts 
that Paul undertook. He moved throughout the Mediterranean world, pioneering as 
an itinerant preacher across Asia Minor, Greece and Macedonmao l.Jherever he- went 
he stirred up opposition with this Gospel about a Rtsen Lord -vrho had revealed 
God's love to all men. He met opposttion. His opponents harassed him, hurt 
him, falsely accused him, jJnprisoned him, beCJ.t himo Jvlidway in his travels, his 
health broke - malaria or perhaps epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his 
prayers were not answered at all in the way that he wantedo But nothing stopped 
this mano \rlith great perslstence, faith, passion and power, he preached the 
Gospel of God 1 s love for all m('m where no one had been before. It v-ras Paul who 
took the event out of Palestine and introduced it to the known world of his time. 

f\t }("netll, he cnme to !(ome. 1\.nrJ i,hf'!"A the story end~>. Tradition ha:~ it lie 
dted a martyr's death in Rome jn t.he Nnrot8n pPrsecution of n) A. D •• v.Jlv:ttever 
the m.:1nner of his death, he wrote bjA mm epi.taph when he :=:aid, "I have fought 
thi3 good fi.ghto I have finished the raee. I have kept the faith". Amen 
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TRANSFORHATION Now, this is a very brief review of the facts regarding his 
life. We would do well to also consider the legacy of his 

life, and here there are two things about Paul - his ministry and his message -
which shine undimmed across the years, down to the present moment. 

First off, he stAnds out as .q clear example of the transformation that 
the spirit of Christ brings to a human life. Our forefathers in the faith spoke 
of this thinsformation as "conversion". We don't use this term very much in our 
churches noli-a-days. We tend to place our emphasis more on respectability 
than on redemption. But if you clutch the New Testament by the arm and wonder 
what it's all about, it will speak to you not in terms of the attainment of 
respectabiJJ.ty, but rather of the gift of redemption through Christ. The One 
who came into the world to fashion the New Testament where the Old left off 
promised that he could fashion and shape new lives out of old. And He dido 
And He continues to do so even today. People can be "born again", and it was 
on this astonishing claim and conviction that the Christian F.o1ith moved out 
into the Mediterranean world under Paul's direction. 

You can hardly read the story of Paul without wondering what has happened 
to this claim. Paul reminds us of the power of God to accomplish things - to 
redeem life, to restore life. "~·/retched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?" asked Paul in the midst of his own inner civil •v-ar. 
His anm..rer, "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord". And time and 
a.gain he points to what God has done in Christ and through Chrtst and then from 
his own experience he testifies, 11 I know" that this is the God who rledeems from 
sin, who breaks the bad habits, who frees from fear, who sets love in motion, 
who restores sanity to life. 

Some present this hour may need to hear that word again, to have it lifted 
before them. Oh, we 1re so quick to take refuge in that old cliche, "Aw ••• 
but you can 1 t change human nature ••• 11 • But either that cliche is false or the 
entire New Testament record is false! •••• and for one, I 1m willing to put my 
faith in that claim - in Christ -whose spirit changed Paul's life, whose 
spirit changed Luther's and tvesley's and yes, many others ••• eright down to the 
present. "Can a man be born again". Indeed, he cano 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its 
possibilities for others. And this ts what NT Christianity is all about - that 
process, which William James described in his classic definition of conversion 
in his book, Varieties of Religious Experienc~ •• 

"That process ••• gradual or sudden ... by which a self hither
to divided and consciously wrong •••• inferor and unhappy, 
becomes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, 
in consequence of its firmer hold upon religious realitieso." 

It happened to Paul. ••• to so many nince th,"lt day, and it can still happen. "Now 
to Him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than 
all we ask or thinko 11 

APPLICATION And the other thing Unt st<:1nds rmt in Paul's life is this. He 
is a fine ex~mnle of a man who courae;eously applied his reJ.jg.i.ous 

conviction to all areas of life. Peorle who think of religion as A cloistered 
area. of life - walled off - saved and sealed only for Sundays at eleven -
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entirely personal and without social implications will find little support 
from Paul. "Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?" asked Paul in one of his Damas
cus Road recollections, and he spent the rest of his life witnessing to the 
Lordship of Christ in every realn of his life. 

And it brou~ht him into sharp confli.ct with the prejudices of his day. "You 
are all one in Christ Jest1s11 said Paul. "Here there cannot be Greek or Jew, 
slave and free man, but Chri.st is all and in all". Many Jews flinched at his 
words, especially when he said he had been sent to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. That was the spark that set fire to the flame. "Away with this man. 
He ought not to live" said they. "You are all one in Christ" 

Yet, :i.t was not only about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. A Christian in society. No punches were 
pulled. It's all there. He was simply applying his faith "in Christ" to all 
walks of life. In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 13 Paul soars to great heights 
as he talks about life in "the body of Christ". 

Dear Abby had an interesting letter in her column in the Post Saturday. night 
a week ago. I clipped it and share it with you. 

Dear Abby: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing a good minister. A member of an official board 
undergoing this painful process finally lost patience. 
He'd watched the PPR Committee reject applicant after 
applicant for some fault, alleged or otherwise. It was 
time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the com
mittee. So he stood up and read a letter purporting to 
be from another applicant. 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. 
I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a 
leader most places I've been. 

I'm over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one 
place for more than three years. In some places I have left 
town after ~y work has caused riots and disturbances. I 
must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but 
not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too 
good, though I still get a great deal one. The church I 
have preached in have been small, though located in several 
large cities. I've not got along well with religions 
leaders. in towns where I have preached. In fact, -some 
have'tfireatened me and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at keeping records. I have been known to forget 
whom I have baptized. 

However, if you can use me, I shall do my best for you." 

The board member looked over the committee. ~~' . .Jell, wh'lt do 
you think?" Shall He call him?" The good church folks were 
a~hast. Cal1 an unhealthy, trouble-making, absent minded 
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Was the board member crazy? Who signed the 
Who had that colossal nerve? 

The boa~d member eyes them all keenly before he answered 
their question. "It's signed" said he, "The Apostle Paul". 

CLOSING Soma of you are familiar with the name of E. stantly Jones, the 
great missionary to India of the 1930's and 1940's. The name of 

this great evangelical spirit was · in the home where I grew up. Remember 
his devotional books? Anyway, he once said to Gandhi that he would like to 
S!=le Christianity a part of the national life of India and he asked the 
great Indian leader, "What would you suggest that we do to make this possible?" 
This was Gandhi's reply, 

"First, I would suggest that all of you Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. 

Second, I would suggest that you must practice your re
ligion without adulterating or toning it down. 

Third, I would suggest that you must put your emphasis 
upon love - for love is the center and the soul of 
Christianity." 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• and have not 
love ••• " There was a man whose name was Saul, who one day was "born again" in 
the spi.rit of Christ and became Paul. 

PRAYER Our thanks to you, gracious God, our Father, for men like Paul. 
Touch the restless, unhappy torn and divided lives present this 

hour. Helo them to·tak.e. fimer hold on the realities of the spirit. Melt us. 
Mold ue. Shape us. U:>e us, 0 God, for we hear thy voice calling to us with
in our hearts. 



"THE REBillTH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION On Friday,~_" the Chri::tian Church celebrated a remarkable 
_ _ event that took place almost tw1 thousand years ago. The 

event I refer to is the conversion of St. Paul. He do not celebrate this event 
in the Huthodbt Church the way somo of the other branches of Christ's Church 
clo. And w-rhaps \-Je ought to make more of it than rTe do for 'historically we 
have ahmys believed in conver8ion. It's interesting to note in passing that 
on the 25th of December we celebrate the btrth of a child, and that on the 25th 
of January ~o~.e celebrate the rebirth of a man. This morning I should like to re
view the story of Paul's life with you and let some of the rich meaning of this 
life flow into our lives. 

Nearly one half of the New Testament is devoted to the life and the letters 
of Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures furnishes us with various 
treasures. For instance, if you're looking for orie of the most exciting 
biographies in history, here it is. Or, if you're looking for a travelogue 
w5.th insights into the world of the first century, you'll find it heree If 
you're lookine for a classic account of one man 1 s journey in the Faith, it's 
here e Outside of our Lord Himself, tlwre is no person in the pages of the 
Bible about whom we knmv as much, or whose influence has been as great as this 
fearless figure of the Faith \.rhom God used to give width to the hearing of the 
Gc•od NeviS and depth to its meaningo 

HIS LIFE l'le seldom think o.f Paul as a contempc;>rary of Jesus, but it 1 s quite 
evident to us that their lives overlapped. About the time that 

Jesus journeyed vrith His parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a twelve year 
old, a baby boy was being dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus -
a town in Asia Minor, about 300 miles north of Jerusalem. '.The--. name of this 
jrounger boy was Saul, c:>,fter the first king of IsraeL In some respects, Jesus 
and Saul follow~d similar paths. Each was brought up by God-fearing, Jevrish 
parents; each was faithful in his attend.omce at the synagogue_; each learned a 
trade. But there carne a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to 
emphasize a rnan' s respon~5e to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was later 
to be called) i-rent on to emphasize a man 1 s response to the laws of God and mano 

> 

vfuether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not knmr. It is possible that 
Saul was in Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, for loyal Jews always 
made the pilgrimage to the Holy City at Passover. While there is no indication 
that Saul witnessed the proceedings of that first Holy \:leek, there is a good 
possibility th~·t he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and 
his young friends celebrated the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared 
to suggest that God might be interested in somethine more than outward observance 
of the Law. 

However that may have been, we are on more solid ground historically when 
we place Saul in Jerusalem several weeks later. By that time he had left his 
home in Tarsus to study in Jerusalem with the respected teacher, Gamaliel. And 
like many other young m9n, intoxicated vrith independence, he was an extremist 
with no pati8nce or tolerance for those whose views did not coincide-with his 
orrn. In p;:~rticular, he -...ras irked at the pr?rsistence of the followers of thts 
man from Nazareth. The coloS''al nerve of these people - pttt:i.ng thernselves 
ar,ainst the power of t-he C.hurr.h and the State. He l.rould do Hhat he co11ld t.o 
he] p star1p them auto 
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And so he was there that day ~-1hen a young m;m named Stephen who belonged 
to this small g;roup was dragged before the Sanhedrin on some false charges and 
condemned to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trumpet tones in defense of 
his Christian Faith. What he said and the manner in which he did it infuriated 

. the mob and what followed lvas a First Century, first class lynching.· The 
record says that Paul stood by - a kind of checkroom attendant for the garments 
of the mobsters who stoned to death this young man, Stephen. No protest on his 
part as he witnessed tho death of tho .first Christian martyr. 

The only thing was that. Stephen rlied in heroic fashion. Something about 
his face and his manner that left one with the impression that he was the 
conqueror rather than the conquered. Saul nevAr could forget it. Moreover, 
Saul later admitted that he- ~raa a walking "civil '1-Tar" at that time. The more 
he tried to pull himself up b,v the h.ws of righteousness, the more frustrated 
he was over his failures. But he tried to ir,nore it and directed his time and 
energy to pursuing and persecuting the early Christians. One day he volunteered 
fm· Gestapo service in Damascus, vowing to cApture any Chrj_,tians he could find 
in that city and bring thern back to Jerusalem for punishment and deatho 

DAH'\.SCU::; If y·ou know your Nevr 'l'est.-'lment, you know what happened. That road 
to Damascus Has to become famous for quite another experience than 

that :vhich Saul had in mind. 

A light. A voice. A complete change of direction. The PR.ul of later years 
spoke of the experience with a note of reverent wonder. "He appeared to me" h8 
~a.id. W.Jrds, of course, have the.ir limitation in portraying whRt actually 
happened and our minds have their limitation in comprehending vrhat actually 
took place. But the decisive reality of that DamascuE: road experience is beyond 
nny doubt. For it \\TCl.S then that SalJl became Paul. It was then that this fiery 
foe of the Christians turned about face and was set. on his way to become the 
foremost person of Christ's v.ray in its early years., 

In the years that immediately follmmd, Paul slowly built a reputation as 
an able exponent and example of the Christian Faith. About ten years after 
the Damascus Road experience, a Christian leader by the name of Barnabas in 
Antioch invited Paul to come over and help him in the little church thereo It 
was during that year that First Church, Antioch, asked Paul and Barnabas tq 
serve as their ministers abroad. They accepted the assigrunent and "after fasting 
and praying they laid hands on them and sent them off". 

There are three .distinct missionary journeys recorded in the Book of Acts 
th3.t Paul undertook. He moved throughout the ~1editerrane~n world, pioneering as 
an itinerant preacher across llsia Minor, Greece and Nacedonila. WhereV~'-'r he vrent 
he stirred up opposition ~rith this Gospel about a Rtsen Lord Hho had revealed 
God's love to all men. He met opposition. His opponents harassed him, hurt 
him, falsely accused him, imprisoned him, be<'Jt him. Midway in his travels, his 
health broke - malaria or perhaps epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his 
prayers were not ans~trered at all in the way that he wanted. But nothing stopped 
this man. With great perrd.stence, faith, pDssion and povmr, he preached the 

··Gospel of God's love for all men where no one had been before. It '1tTas Paul who 
took the event out of Palestine and introduced it to the known world of his time. 

At length, he c~tme to nomE!. fl.nd there the ~:tory ends. Trarli.U.on h~1s it he 
died a mrtyr' s death in Rome in the Ncrr:d;m pPrsecuti.on of AS f\. D.. ':Jh::ttever 
the manner of l!is dear,h, he ~trroL8 his oHn epitaph ~;hen he :::aid, "I have fouc,ht 
the good fight. I have fJnished the rn.ce. I have kept the faith". Amen 

•.· 
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TRANSFORMATION Now, this is a very brief review of the facts regarding his 
life. vle would do well to also consider the legacy of his 

life, and here there are t11o things about Paul - his ministry and his message -
which shine undimmed across the years, down to the present moment. 

First off, he stands out as :::~. clear exo.mple of the transformation that 
the spirit of Christ brings to a human life. Our forefathers in the faith spoke 
·of thts thansformation as "conversion". \ve don't use this term very much in our 
churches now-a-d~tys. We tend to ple.ce our emphasis more on respectability 
than on redemption. But if you clutch the Nevr Test<nnent by the arm and wonder 
what it's all about, it will speak to you not in terms of the attainment of 
respectability, but rather of the gift of redemption through Christ. The One 
who came into the world to fashion the Uew Testament where the Old left off 
promised that he could fashion and shape new lives out of old. And He did .. 
And He continues to do so even today. People can be "born again", and it was 
on this astonishing claim and conviction that the Chrbtian FAith moved out 
into the Nediterraneau world under Paul's direction. 

You can hardl,y r~'>acl tho 8tory of Panl without wondering what has happened 
to this ~bim. Paul reminds us of the po~orer of God to accomplish things - to 
recleem life, to restore life. "~/retched man that I am! Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?" askf:Jd Paul in the midst of his own inner civil Har. 
His anm-Jcr, "Thanks be to God throueh Jesus Chris.!;:, our Lord". And time and 
ar,ain l_lP points to Hha t God has "done in Christ nml through Chrtst and then from 
hls O'-lll cxpertence he testifies, "I knmv11 that this is the God who rledeems from 
sin, who breaks the bad habits, Hho frees from fear, who sets love in motion, 
who restores sanity to life. 

Some present this· hour 1nay need to he0.r that word again, to have it lifted 
before them. Oh, we're so quick to take refuge in thCJ.t old cliche, "Aw ••• 
but you can't change human nature ••• ". But either that cliche is false or the 
entire Nevr Testament record is false! •••• and for one, I'm willing to put my 
faith in that claim - in Christ - Hhose spirit changed Paul's life, whose 
spirit chanr,ed Luther's and \-lesley's and yes, many others ..... right down to the 
present. "Can a man be born again':. Indeed, he can. 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its 
possibilities for others. And this is what NT Christianity is all about - that 
process, which William James described i.n his classic definition of conversion 
in his book, Varieties of Religious Experienc~ •• 

"That process ••• gradual or sudden ••• by vmich a self hither
to divided and consciously wrongoo •• inferor and unhappy, 
becomes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, 
in consequence of its firmer hold upon religious realitiesoe" 

It happened to Paul. ••• to so many since th:=Jt. day, and it can still happen. "Now 
to Him who by the pOt.,er at work within us is able to rio far more abundantly than 
all we ask or thinko" 

APPLICATION 

conviction to 
e 

And t.hc other thine Unt st;tnrls out in Paul's life is this. He 
is a fine ex~mnle of a man who coura~eously appl.i ed his relj ~:iouu 

all areas of life. People who ttd_nk of reliGion as a cloistered 
- q • "" .., f ·1 Q •r e v 
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entirely personal and withont social implications will find little support 
from Paul. "Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?" asked Paul in. one of his Damas
cus Road r~collections, and he spent the rest of his life witnes:Jing to the 
Lordship of Christ in every realm of his life. 

And it brour;ht him into sharp conflict with the prejudices of his day. "You 
are all one in Christ Jesus" said Paul. "Hr~re there cannot be Greek or Jew,. 
slave and tree man, but Christ is all anrl in ~11". Many Jews flinched at his 
words, eRpecially when he said he had been sent to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. That was the spark that set fire to the flame. "Away with this man. 
He ought not to live" said they. "You are all one in Christ" 

Yet, it was not only about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. A Christian in society. No punches were 
pulled. It's all there. l!e was simply apolying his faith "in Christ" to all 
walks of life. In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 13 Paul soars to great heights 
as he Ul.lks about life in 11 the body of Christ". 

Dear Abbl had an interesting letter in her column in the Post Saturday night 
a week ago. I clipped it and share it with you, 

Dear AbbJr: One of the toughest tasks a chut:ch faces is 
choosing a good min_i:3ter. A member of an official board 
undergoing this o~inful process finally lost patience. 
He'd watched the PPR Committee reject applicant after 
applicant for some fault, alleged or otheruise. It was 
time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the com
mittee, So he stood up and read a letter purporting to 
be from another applicant. 

"Gentlemen: Understandinr, your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. 
I 1 ve been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a 
leader most places I've been. 

I'm over SO year~ of a.ge. I have never preached in one 
place for more than three ye<trs. In some places I have left 
town after Tl\Y work has caused riots and disturbances. I 
must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but 
not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too 
good, though I still get a great dP.al one. The church I 
have preached in have been small, though located in several 
large cities. I've not got along well with religions 
leaders in towns where I have preached. In fact, some 
have· tnreatened me and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at k~eoing records. I have been known to forget 
whom I have baptized. 

However, if you can uge m8, I shall do my best for you." 

The board rnember looked ,..,ver th~ C01nmittee. ~~':fell, wh~t do 
you think?" Shall we cilll him?" The good church folks were 
aehilst. c."lnn <J.n unhe:-tlthy, trmlble-makin~, absent minded • 
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Was the board member craxy? Who sig.ned the 
Who had that colossal nerve? 

The bo<1rd member eyes them all keenly before he answered 
their question. "It's signed" said he, "The Apostle Paul". 

CLOSING Some of you are familiar with the name of E. stantly Jones, the 
great missionary to India of the 1930's and 1940's. The name of 

this ~reat evangelical spirit was in the home where I grew up. Remember 
his devotional books? Anrnay, he once said to Gandhi that he would like to 
see Christianity a part of the national life of India and he :tRked the 
great Indian leader, "it/hat would you suggest that we do to make this possible?" 
This was Gandhi'~ reply, 

"First, I would suggest that all of you Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. 

Second, I would suggest that yo11 must practicEi your re
ligion without adulterating or toning it down. 

Third, I would sugeest that you must put your emphasis 
upon love - for love is the center and the soul of 
Christianity." 

"Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• and have not 
love. ••" There was a man whose name \.Yas Saul, who one day was "born again" in 
the spirit of Christ and became Paul. 

PRAYER Our thanks to you, gracious God, our Father, for men like Paul. 
Touch the restless, unhaupy torn and divided lives present this 

hour. Helo them to take firmer hold on the realities of the spirit. Melt us. 
Hold us. Shape us. Use us, 0 God, for we hear thy voice calling to us with
in our hearts. 



,. 

PASTORAL PRAYER: January 20, 1985 

· ETERNAL SPIRrr - who ••• whether we walk thro11gh ·green pastures, 
beside attll waters, or 
through the valley of the shadow of death, 
canst be our guide and our helper -

BEHOLD US N<M - here in this sacred place of worship, 
ae~ki~g in a conunon prayer, light upon our 
eepnrnte ifayu, aud strength and illwnination 
within our individual lives. 

SEEK US OUT - one by one - ln thone special circwnstances of need 
that have drawn us here to thls sanctuary on this 

· co)!.d January Sunday. 

HERE .. lift up the unhappy soulrJ i.nto joy ••• the discouraged souls into 
encouragement ••• the defeated souls into victory ... and. thus enable us: 

"'fa flght the good fight, 
·to keep the faith, 
to finish Ute course." 

BRB:ATIIE into our hearts, n Ood, eoodwill and generosity. 
BREAKDC71/N our stubborn prejudices. 
SAVE US from letting un-christl1ke attitudes and actions take 

hold within us. 
FUlOIVE US that, at timee wa Cl'lU be such a part of the world 1 a 

problema and such a small fraction of its solutions. 
Cot-fF'tRT US 1 LOOD, where we are hurting. 

GUIDE AND UPHOLD US through the d~ys of this coming week that we may be 
· more than conquerors in the inner struggle against all 

that·'ts cheap, hurtful, degrading in ourselves and 
in our city. 

:uJELP 'lTHOOlE OF US who take Jesus seriously and who try to follow in His way . 
always to bet 

Agents of Hts love ·- pure in thought, 
eracLous in our speech, kind and 
courageous in ouractions. 

FINALLY 1 0 GOD 1 and FA'fHER of us all -

' "Or ant us the aereni ty to accept the things we 
cannot changeJ the couraee to change the 
things we can, aud the wisdom to know the 
d if fere nee • " 

11.11 this we ask tn tile opirit of Christ, 
our Lord. 

r 
I 

, 
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entirely personal and withollt social implications will find little support 
from Paul. "Lord, what wilt Thou have me do?" asked Paul in one of his Damas
cus Road recollections, and he spent the rest of his life witnes3ing to the 
Lordship of Christ in every re n of his life. 

And it brought him into sharp conflict with the prejudices of his day. "You 
are all one in Christ \Jesus" said Paul. "Here there cannot be Greek or Jew, 
slave and free man, but Christ is all anrl in all". Many Jews flinched at his 
words, e~pecially when he said he had been sent. to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. That was the spark that set fire tn the flame. "Away with this man. 
He ought not to live" said they. "You are all one in Christ" 

Yet, it was not only a.bout race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his mone~y. He talked about a Christian in his home~ He talked 
about a Chrlstian in his business. A Christian in society. No punehes were 
pnlled. It's all there. lie was simply apPlying his faith "in Christ" to all 
walks of life. In Romans 12 and I Corinthians 13 Paul soars to great heights 
as he talks about life in "the body of Christ". 

p_car Abby had an interesting letter in her column in the Post Saturday night 
a week ago. I clipped it and share it with you. 

Dear AbbJr: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing -a good min_isb~r. A member of an official board 
undergoing this Painful process finally lost patience. 
He'd watched the PPR Committee reject applicant after 
applicant for some fault, alleged or otbeniise. It was 
time for a bit of soul-searching on the part of the com
mittee. So he stood up and read a letter purporting to 
be from another applicant. 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications. 
I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a 
leader most places I've been. 

I'm over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one 
place for more than three years. In some places I have left 
town after ~v work has caused riots and disturbances. I 
must admit I have been in jail three or four times, but 
not because of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too 
good, though I still get a great deal one. The church I 
have preached in have been small, though located in several 
large cities. I 1 ve not got along well with religions 
leaders in towns where I have preached. In fact, some 
have· tnreatened me and even attacked me physically. I am 
not too good at keening records. I have been known to forget 
whom I have baptized. 

However, if you can use me, I sha 11 do my best for you. 11 

The board rnemb0r looked rwer th~ c0rnmittee. ~~':Tell, what do 
you think?" ~hall we call him?" The good church folks were 
aghast. C;}nn an unhe:1l.thy, tro1tble-!lk1..kinr;, absent minded 
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Was the board member craxy? Who signed the 
Who had that colossal nerve? 

The bo?_rd member eyes them all keenly before he answered 
their question. "It's signed" said he, 11 The Apostle Paul". 

CLOSING SoiTE of you are familiar with the name of E. stantly Jones, the 
great missionary to India of the 1930's and 1940's. The name of 

this great evangelical spirit was in the home where I grew up. Remember 
his devotional·books? Anyway, he once said to Gandhi that he would like to 
see Christianity a p<trt of the national life of India and he ,qsked the 
great Indian leader, ",\'[hat would you suggest that we do to make this possible?" 
This was Gandhi's reply, 

11First, I would suggest that all of yoa Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. 

Second, I would suggest that you muEJt practice your re
ligion without adulterating or toning it down. 

'fhird, I would suggest that you must put your emphasis 
upon love - for love is the center and the soul of 
Christianity." 

11 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• and have not 
love ••• " There W3.S a 1wm r.rhose name was Saul, .-rho one day was "born ·again" in 
the spirit of Christ and became Paul. 

PRAYER Our thanks to you, gracious God, our Father, for men like Paul. 
Touch the restless, unhaopy torn and divided lives present this 

hour. Helo them to tkke firmer hold on the realities of the spirit. :Helt us. 
Mold us. Shape us. _Use us, 0 Cod, for we hear thy voice calling to us with
in our hearts. 
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DEAR ABBY: One of the toughest tasks a church faces is 
choosing a good minister .. A member of an official board 

~~~~::f~~:!: ·ft•/.:·-.· •.···.·.•.· ... -.· .. · DEA. R . He'd watched the . · .. '\ 
· Pastoral Relations • . ,.j, ~: 1 · . 

Committee reject .•· t./ ABBY. 
~&~:~~t f:;te~~~ • '... ·.~;~;~~ . . 
fault, alleged or ·· · 
otherwise. It was time for a bit of soul-searching on the part 
of the committee. So he stood up and read a letter purporting 
to be from another applicant. · 

"Gentlemen: Understanding your pulpit is vacant, I should 
like to apply for the position. I have many qualifications . . . 
I've been a preacher with much success and also some success 
as a writer. Some say I'm a good organizer. I've been a leader 
most pla.ces I've been. 

"I'm over 50 years of age. I have never preached in one place 
for more th'an three years. In some places I have left town 
after my work has caused riots and disturbances. I must 
admit I have been in jail three or four times, but not because 
of any real wrongdoing. My health is not too good, though I 
still' get a great deal done. The churches I have preached in 

. have been small, though located in several large cities. I've not 
gat along well with religious leaders in towns where I have 
preached, In fact, some.have threatened me and even attacked 
me physically. I am not too good at keeping records. I h~ve 

~- .: _ been known to forget whom I have baptized. 
"However, if you can use me, I shall do my best for you:: 
The board member looked over the committee. "Well, what 

do you think? Shalt we call him?" 
The good church folks were aghast. Call an unhealthy, trouble

making, absent-minded ex-jailbird? Was the board member crazy? 
Who sigried that application? Who had such colossal nerve? 

The board member eyed them all keenly before he answer
ed. "It's signed, 'The Apostle Paul'." -AUTHOR UNKNOWN 

(Submitted by the REV. C.W. KIRKPATRICK) 

*** DEAR ABBV: My daughter is 25 and a college graduate. 
For the last three years she has been Jiving with a man I'll call 
Bill, and now they are getting married. She has aslred me to at
tend her wedding and 1:,>1ve her away. Abby, I never approved of 
her living with Bill, and as far. as I'm concerned, nobody has to 
"give her away" ~she did that herselfthree years ago. 

I have been a widower for five years, and my family thinks I 
should go along with my daughter's wishes, but I'm afraid if I 
do, it will look like I approved of her former lifestyle and have 
forgiven h'er for it. 

I need help in deciding what to do. 
-OLD-FASHIONED FAT.HER · 

DEAR FATHER: I think you will have fewer regrets if you 
were to go along with your daughter's wishes. I vote go and 
perform your fatherly duty. 



"THE REBIRTH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION On the day after tomorrow, the 25th of January, the Christian 
Church will be celebrating a remarkable event that took place 

almost two thousand years ago. The event I refer to is the conversion of St. Paul. 
We do not celebrate this event in the Methodist Church the way some of the other 
branches of the Christian Church do. Perhaps we ought to make more of it than we 
do for historically we have always believed in conversion. It's interesting to 
note in passing that on the 25th of December we celebrate the birth of a child, 
and that on the 25th of January we celebrate the rebirth of a man. This morning I 
should like to review the story of Paul's life with you and let some of the rich 
meaning of his life flrnv into our lives. 

DEVELOPMENT Nearly one half of the New Testament is devoted to the life and 
the letters of Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures 

furnishes us with various treasures. For instance, if you're looking for one of 
the most exciting biographies in history, you will find it here. Or, if you're 
looking for a travelogue with insights into the world of the first century, you 
will find it here. If you are looking for a classic account of one man's journey 
in the faith, you vrill find it here. Outside of our Lord himself, there is no 
person in the pages of the Bible about whom we know as much, or whose influence 
has been as great as this fearless figure of the faith whom God used to give width 
to the hearing of the Gospel and depth to its meaning. 

HIS LIFE We seldom think of Paul as a contemporary of Jesus, but it's quite 
evident to us that their lives overlapped. About the time that Jesus 

journeyed with his parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a boy of twelve, a baby 
boy was dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus - a town in Asia Minor 
about 300 miles of Jerusalem. The name of this younger boy was Saul - after the 
first King of Israel. In some respects, Jesus and Saul foll01ied similar paths. 
Each was brought up by God-fearing parents; each was faithful in his attendance 
at the synagogue; each learned a trade - Jesus as a carpenter, Saul as a tent
maker. But there came a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to 
emphasize a man 1 s response to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was J:ater to 
be called) v.rent on to emphasize a man's response to the laws of God and the laws 
of man. 

Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not know. It is possible that Saul 
was in Jerusalem at the time of the crucifixion, for loyal Jews annually made the 
pilgrimage to the Holy City at the time of the Passover. While there is no 
indication that Saul witnessed the proceedings of that first Holy Week, there is 
a good possibility that he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of 
Jerusalem on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and 
his young friends celebrated the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared to 
suggest that God might be interested in something more than outward observance of 
the Law. 

However that may have been, we're on more solid historical ground when we 
place Saul in Jerusalem a few months later. By that time he had left his home in 
Ta.rsus to study in Jerusalem with the learned teacher, Gamaliel. And like many 
other youths, intoxicated with independence, he was an extremist with no patience 
or tolerance for those whose views did not coincide with his own. In particular, 
he was irked at the persistence of the followers of this man from Nazareth. The 
colossal nerve of these people - pitting themselves against the power of the church 
and the state. He would do what he could to help stamp them out. 



- 2 -

And so he was there that day when a young man named Stephen who belonged to 
this small group of people was brought before the Sanhedrin on some false charges 
and condemned to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trumpet tones in defense of his 
Christian faith. What he said and the manner in which he said it infuriated the 
mob and what follovJed was a first century, first class lynching. The record says 
that P.aul stood by - a kind of checkroom attendance for the garments of the mobsters 
who stoned to death this young man. No protest on his part. Perhaps he even 
picked up a stone or two and hurled it at the young man, Stephen - the first 
Christian martyr. 

The only thing was that Stephen died in heroic fashion. Something about his 
face and his manner that left one with the distinct impression that he 1iTaS the 
conqueror rather than the conquered. And Saul could not quite forget it. More
over, Saul later admitted that he was a walking "civil war" at this time. The 
more he tried to pull himself up by the standards of the law of righteousness, the 
more frustrated he became in his failures. But he tried to ignore it and 
directed all his energy to pursuing and persecuting the early Christians. He even 
went so far as to volunteer for Gestapo service in Damascus, vowing to capture 
any Christians he could find there and bring them back for punishment and death. 

DJI..MASCUS AND WHAT FOLLOWED But that road to Damascus, a.s you probably remember, 
was to become famous for quite another experience 

than that which.Saul had in mind. 

A light - a voice - a complete change of direction. The Paul of later years 
referred to the experience with a note of reverent wonder: 11 He appeared to me" he 
said. Words, of course, have their limitation in portraying what actually 
happened and our minds have their limitation in comprehending what actually took 
place. But the decisive reality of that Damascus road experience is beyond any 
doubt. For it was then that Saul became Paul - it was then that this fiery foe 
of the Christians.was turned about face and set on his way to become the foremost 
figure of the faith in its early days. 

Soon thereafter Paul went back to Tarsus, his home. Perhaps he remained 
there as long as ten years. We know next to nothing about those years except that 
in them he was slowly building a reputation as an able exponent and example of 
the Christian faith. At the end of a decade, a Christian leader by the name of 
Barnabas in Antioch, some eighty miles away, invited Paul to come over and help 
him in the church there. It was during that year that First Church, Antioch, 
asked Paul and Barnabas to serve as their ministers abroad. They accepted the 
assignment and 11 after fasting and praying they laid hands on them and sent them 
off11 • 

Recorded in the Bo~k of Acts are three distinct missionary journeys which 
Paul and his several companions undertook in the next ten years. We shall not 
try to trace his travels here. He moved throughout the Mediterranean world, 
pioneering as an itinerant preacher across Asia Minor, Greece and Macedonia. 
Wherever he went, he stirred up opposition wibh this Gospel about a risen Lord 
who had revealed God's love to all men. Remember that. Whatever his opponents 
could do to harass and hurt him, they did. He was falsely accused, imprisoned, 
stoned, beaten. Midway in his travels, his health broke - malaria or perhaps it 
was epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his prayers were not answered at all 
in the way that he wanted. But nothing stopped this man. With great persistence, 
great faith, passion and power, he preached this Gospel of love where no one had 
been before. It was Paul 1.J"ho took the vent out of Israel and introduced it to 
the known 1-vorlS. of his time. 
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At length, he came to Rome. And there the New Testament record of his life 
ends. ~ the close of the first century, there was a well established tradition 
that Paul had died a martyr's death in Rome under the persecution of Nero about 
the year 65. Whatever the manner of his death, he wrote his own epitaph a few 
years earlier. Said he, "I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. 
I have kept the faith". 

TRANSFORMATION Now - this is a very brief biography of a great man. In 
addition to a review of the facts regarding his life, we would 

do well to consider the legacy of his life. And to ~ way of thinking, there are 
two things about this man - his ministry and his message - which shine undimmed 
across the years. 

In the first place, he stands out as a clear example of the transformation 
that the spirit of Christ brings to a human life. Our forefathers in the faith 
spoke of thl.s transformation as "conversion". We don 1 t use this term very IlRlCh 
in our churches now-a-days. We tend to place our emphasis more on respectability 
than on redemption. But if you clutch the New Testament by the arm and wonder 
"'rhat it's all about, it will speak to you not in terms of the attainment of re
spectability, but rather of the gift of redemption. The One who came into the 
world to fashion the New Testament where the Old Testament left off promised that 
he could fashion and shape new lives out of old. And He didt And it was on this 
astonishing claim and conviction that the Christian faith moved out into the 
Medi terran.ean world under Pa.ul' s direction. 

You can hardly read the story of Paul without wondering what has happened to 
this claim. Paul is reminding us of the power of God to accomplish things - to 
redeem life, and to restore it. "Wretched man that I am~ Who will deliver me 
from this body of death?" asked Paul in the midst of his own inner civil war. He 
found the answer. "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord". And time and 
again he points to what God has done in Christ and then from his own experience, 
he testifies "I knovT11 that this is the God who redeems from sin, who breaks the 
bad habits, who frees from fear, who sets love in motion, who changes life. 

Some of us need to hear this word again. We're so quick to take refuge in 
that old cliche, "aw ••• bllllt you can't change human nature •••• " But either that 
cliche is false or Christ and the entire New Testament account is false. For 
one, I'm willing to put ~ faith in Christ whose spirit changed Paul's life, 
whose spirit changed Luther's and Wesley's and so many others lives ••••• "Now to 
Him who by the power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all 
we ask or think •••• " 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its possibilities 
for others. Human nature can change. And this is what New Testament Christianity 
is all about - that process, which William James described in his classic 
definition of conversion in his book, Varieties of Religious Experience: 

"That process •••• gradual or sudden •••• by which a self hither
to divided and consciously wrong •••• inferior and unhappy, be
comes unified and consciously right, superior and happy, in 
consequence of its firmer hold upon religious realities •••• " 

It happened to Paul. It has happened to others. It can still happen. 

APPLICATION There is a second thing that stands out in Paul's life that we need 
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to consider. Paul is a fine example of a man who couragemusly applied his religious 
conviction to all areas of life. People who think of religion as a cloistered 
area of life - walled off - entirely personal and without social implications ·will 
find little support or comfort from Paul. In one of his Damascus road experience 
recollections, he asked: "Lord, what wilt thou have me do?" And he spent the 
remainder of his life witnessing to the Lordship of Christ in every realm of life. 

And there were times when it brought him into sharp conflict with the 
prejudices of his own day. As for example when once he was arrested and spoke in 
his own defense before the Jews of Jerusalem. They listened politely and 
attentively until he came to the word, "Gentile". And then when he told them that 
the Lord had sent him to preach the Gospel to the Gentile •••• why it was like a 
spark that set fire to the fuse. "Away with such a fellovJ from the earth" they 
must have crj_ed'~ for 11 he ought not to live". I wonder •••• if Paul were engaged in 
a 20th century preaching mission to our country and if he preached on the text, 
"You are all one in Christ Jesus ••••• " "Here there cannot be Greek and Jew ••• 
slave and free man, but Christ is all and in all" •••••• I wonder •••• would he still 
be denounced by some as anu 11 outside agitator11 How would he be received ••• 

Yet, it was not only about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. He talked about a Christian in society. He 
didn 1 t pull his punches. It 1 s all there •••• writ ten magnificently in his letters. 
To all walks of life he was applying his faith in Christ. And this is where we 
so often fall short. 

CIDSING E. Stanley Jones, that great missionary to India, once said to Gandhi 
that he would like to see Christianity a part of the national life of 

India, and he asked the indian leader "What would you suggest that we do to make 
that possible". This was Gandhi reply: 

"I would suggest, first: that all of you Christians must begin 
to lite more like Jesus Christ. Second: I would suggest that 
you must practice your religion without adulterating or toning 
it dmm. Third: I would suggest that you must put your 
emphasis upon love - for love is the center and the soul of 
Christianity". "Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels ••• 

Thank God - for a man whose name was Paul, whose life is a lighthouse to the fact 
that it can be done and whose day of rebirth the Chnnch will be celebrating on 
Tuesday of this week. 

PRAYER And nol'T, 0 God, may that same spirit that dwelt in the soul of thy 
servant, Paul, be also in us. Let us never forget the redeeming 

pmrer of the message of Christ and the meaning in the Gospel. And grant us the 
courage to faithfully apply his message to all areas of life. We ask this in the 
name and spirit of Christ. Amen 
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"THE REBIRTH OF A MAN" 

INTRODUCTION Last Monday, the 25th of January, the Christian Church celebrated 
a remarkable event that took place almost two thousand years ago. 

I wonder if ~ of you could tell me to what event I am referring. The event to 
which I refer was the conversion of St. Paul. We do not celebrate this event in the 
Methodist Church the w~ the more liturgical branches of the Christian Church do. 
Perhaps we ought to make more 6.£ it than we do. We certainly believe in conversion. 
It's interesting to note in passing that on the 25th of December we celebrate the 
birth of a child, and that on the 25th of January we celebrate the rebirth of a man. 
I should like to review the story of Paul's life with you this morning. 

DEVELOPMENT Nearly one-half of the New Testament is devoted to the life and the 
letters of Paul. This sizeable section of the Scriptures furnishes 

us with assorted treasures. If you're looking for one of the most exciting biographies 
in history, you will find it here. If you're looking for a travelogue with insights 
into the world of the first centur,y, you will find it here. If you are looking for 
a classic account of one man's journey in the faith, you will find it here. Outside 
of our Lord himself, there is no person in the pages of the entire Bible about whom 
we know as much, or whose influence has been as great as this fearless figure whom 
God used to give width to the hearing of the Gospel and depth to its meaning. 

HIS LIFE Now we seldom think of Paul as a contemporary of Jesus, but that their 
earthly lives overlapped is quite evident. About the time that Jesus 

journeyed with his parents to the Temple in Jerusalem as a boy of twelve, a baby 
boy was dedicated by his parents in a synagogue in Tarsus - some three hundred 
miles north of Jerusalem. The name of this younger boy was Saul - after the first 
King of Israel. In some respects, Jesus and Saul followed similar paths. Each 
was brought up by God-fearing parents; each was faithful in his attendance at the 
synagogue; each learned a trade - Jesus as a carpenter, Saul as a tent-maker. But 
there came a point where their paths separated. Jesus went on to emphasize a man's 
response to the love of God. Saul (or Paul as he was later known) went on to 
emphasize a man's response to the laws of God and the laws of man. 

Whether or not Saul ever saw Jesus, we do not know. It is entire~ possible 
that Saul was in Jerusalem at the time of the Crucifixion, for loyal Jews annually 
made the pilgrimage to the Holy City at Passover time. While there is no indication 
that Saul witnesses the proceedings of that first Holy Week, there is good 
possibility that he heard about them. In one of the lodging places of Jerusalem 
on that first Good Friday evening, it is entirely possible that he and his young 
friends celebrated the defeat of that foolish Nazarene who had dared to suggest 
that God might be interested in something more than outward observance of the Law. 

However that may have been, we are on solid historical ground when we place 
Saul in Jerusalem a few months later. ~ that time he had left his home in Tarsus 
to study in Jerusalem with the learned Jewish teacher, Gamaliel. And like ~ 
other youths, intoxicated with independence, he was an extremist with no patience 
or tolerance for those whose views did not coincide with his own. In particular, he 
was irked at the persistence of the followers of abe man from Nazareth. The 
colossal nerve of these people - pitting themselves against the power of the church 
and the state. Whatever he could do to help stamp them out - well, count on him 
to do it. 

And so he was there that day when a young man named Stephen who belonged to 
this small group of people was brought before the Sanhedrin on some false charge 
and condemned to death. Stephen spoke in clear, trumpet tones in defense of his 
Christian faith. What he said and the manner in which he said it infuriated the 
mob and what followed was a first centur,y, first class lynching. The record says 
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that Saul stood by, a kind of checkroom attendant for the garments of the mobsters 
who stoned to death this young man. No protest on his part. Perhaps he even 
entered into the stoning. 

The only thing was that Stephen died in heroic fashion. Something about his 
face and his manner that left one with the distinct impression that he was tho 
conqueror rather than the conquered. And Saul could not quite forget it. Moreover, 
Saul later admitted that he was a walking "civil war" at this time. The more he 
tried to pull himself up by the standards of the law of righteousness, the more 
frustrated he became in his failures. But he tried to ignore it and directed all 
his energy to pursuing and persecuting the Christians. He volunteered for Gestapo 
service in Damascus, vowing to capture ~ Christians he could find there and bring 
them back for punishment. 

DAMASCUS AND T~T FOLLONED But that road to Damascus, as you knmf, was to become 
famous for quite another experience than that which 

Saul had in mind. A light - a voice - a complete change of direction. The Paul of 
later years harks back to it with a note of reverent wonder: "He appeared to me" 
he said. Words, of course, have their limitation in portraying what actually 
happened; our minds have their limitation in comprehending what actual~ 
happened. But the decisive reality of that Damascus road experience is beyond any 
doubt. For it was then that Saul became Paul - it was then that the fier,y foe of 
the Christians was turned about face and set on his way to become the foremost of 
the early Christians. 

Soon thereafter Paul went back to Tarsus, his home. Perhaps he remained 
there as long as ten years. We know next to nothing about those years except that 
in them he was building a reputation as an able exponent and example of the 
Christian faith. At the end of a decade, a Christian leader by the name of Barnabas 
in Antioch, some eighty miles away, invited Paul to come over and help him in tho 
church there. It was during that year that First Church, Antioch, asked Paul and 
Barnabas to serve as their ministers abroad. I wonder if they had a debate in the 
Official Board as to whether it was too costly and too idealistic~-~ to support 
Paul and Barnabas. Did the roof leak? Did they need pots and pans in the kitchen? 
Were there those who didn't believe in the missionar.y outreach of the church? At ~ 
tate, the Ho~ Spirit got through and "after fasting and praying they laid hands on 
them and sent them off". 

Recorded in the Book of Acts are three distinct missionary journeys which Paul 
and his several companions undertook in the next ten years. We shall not try to 
traco his travels here. He moved throughout the Mediterranean world, pioneering as 
an itinerant preacher across Asia Minor, Greece and Macedonia. Wherever he went, 
of course, he stirred up opposition with his gospel about a risen Lord who re
vealed the love of God to all men. Remember that. Whatever his opponents could do 
to harass and hurt him, they did. He was falsely accused. He was imprisoned. He 
was stoned. He was beaten. Midway in his travels, his health broke - malaria, 
perhaps, or epilepsy. He asked God for healing and his prayers were not answered 
at all in the way that he wanted. Remember that, too. But nothing stopped this 
man. With great persistence, great faith, consuming passion and power, he preached 
the Gospel of lave where no one had been before. 

At length, he came to Rome. And there the New Testament record of his life 
ends. B, the close of the first century, there was a well eBtablished tradition 
that Paul had died a martyr's death in Rome under the persecution of Nero about 
the year 65. Whatever the manner of his death, he wrote his own epitaph a few years 
earlier, "I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept 
the faith". 
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TRANSFORMATION Now this is altogether a too brief and breathless biography for so 
great a man. If we are to do more than recite the facts, we must 

consi~er the legacy of his life. There are two things about this man - his ministry, 
his message - which shine undimmed across the years. 

In the first place, he stands out as a clear example of the transformation that 
the spirit of Christ brings to a human life. Our forefathers called it "conversion". 
We don't talk about conversion ve~ much nowadays in our churches. We tend to place 
the emphasis more on respectability than on redemption. But if you clutch the New 
Testament by the arm and if you wonder what it's all about, it will speak to you not 
in terms of the attainment of respectability, but rather of the gift of redemption. 
The One who came into the world to fashion the New Testament where the Old Testament 
left off;pramised that he could fashion new lives out of old. And it was on this 
astonishing claim and conviction that the Christian faith moved out into the 
Meditarranen world under Paul's direction. 

You can hardly read the story of Paul without wondering what has happened to this 
claim. Paul reminds us again of the power of God to redeem. 11Wretched man that I am. 
Who will deliver me from this body of death?" asked Paul in the midst of his own inner 
civil war. Later he found the answer. "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord". And he points to what God has done in Christ and then from his own experience, 
he testifies "I lmow" that this is the God who redeems from sin, who breaks habits, who 
frees from fear, who changes lives. 

Some of us need to hear that word again; some of us are too quick to take 
refuge in that old cliche, "You can't change nature human nature". But either that 
cliche is false or Christ and the entire New Testament account is false. For one, 
I'll put rq faith in Christ whose spirit changed Paul's life, whose spirit changed 
Francis of Assisi, whose spirit changed Luther and Wesley. "Now to him who by the 
power at work within us is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask or think ••• " 

And hearing this claim for ourselves, we also need to hear of its possibilities 
for others. Human nature can change. And this is what New Testament Christianity 
is all about - that process, which William James described in his classic defintion 
of conversion: 

"That process ••••• gradual or sudden ••••• by which a self 
hitherto divided and consciously wrong •••• inferior and 
unhappy, becomes unified and consciously right, superior 

and happy, in consequence of its firmer hold upon religious 
realities •••• " 

It happened to Paul. It has happened to countless numbers across the centuries. 

APPLICATION There is a second thing that stands out in Paul's life that we need 
to have put before us. Paul is a clear example of a man who courageously 

applied his religious conviction to all areas of life. People who think of religion 
as a cloistered area of life 1 walled off, entire~ personal and without social 
ramifications and dimensions will find no comfort, no support from the Apostle Paul. 
In one of his Damascus road experience recollections, he asked: "Lord, what wilt thou 
have me do?" And he spent the remainder of his life witnessing to the Lordship of 
Christ in ever, realm of life. 

And there were times when it brought him into sharp conflict with the prejudices 
of hi8 own ~. As for example when once he was arrested and spoke in his own defense 
before the Jews of Jerusalem. They listed politely and attentively until he came to 
the word: "Gentile". And then when he told them that the Lord has sent him to preach 
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the Gospel to the Gentiles - why that was like a spark that set fire to the 
fuse. "Away with such a fellow from the earth" they must have cried, "for he 
ought not to live". I wonder •••• if Paul were engaged in a 20th Century 
preaching mission to our country and if he preached on the text: "You are all 
one in Christ Jesus" •••• I wonder would he still be denounced as an "outside 
agitator" who "ought not to live". 

I remember reading in the newspaper some time ago that the mayor of one 
of the cities in Georgia was disturbed about the continuing presence in that 
city of Martin Luther King and his aides. The mayor was quoted as decrying the 
presence of "outside agitators whose admitted purpose is to turn our city 
upside down". Echoes of that line in the Book of Acts when Paul and Silas 
caused a disturbance in Thessalonica in proclaiming Christ and how the 
authorities of that city said: "These men who have turned the world upside down 
have come here also". 

Yet, it was not on~ about race that Paul spoke. He talked about a 
Christian and his money. He talked about a Christian in his home. He talked 
about a Christian in his business. He talked about a Christian in societyJ 
He didn't pull his punches. It's all there in his letters. He applied his 
religion to all walks of life. And this is where we so often fall short. 

E. Stanley Jones once said to Gandhi that he would like to see 
Christianity a part of the national life of India, and he askod the Indian 
leader, "What would you suggest that we do to make that possible". This was 
his candid reply: 

"I would suggest, first: that all of you Christians must 
begin to live more like Jesus Christ. Second: I would 
suggest that you must practice your religion without adulterating 
or toning it down. Third: I would suggest that you must 
put your emphasis upon love - for love is the center and the 

soul of Christianity." 

Thank God - for a man whose name was Paul - whose life is a lighthouse to the 
fact that it can be done! 

LET US PRAY And now, 0 God, may that same spirit that dwelt in the soul of 
thy servant Pa~l be also in us. Let us never forget the 

redeeming power of the message of Christ. And grant to us the courage to 
faithfully apply the teachings of Christ to all areas of life. We ask this in 
the spirit of Christ. Amen 


