
"THE RIGHT WORDS WITH THE RIGHT MUSIC" 

INTRODUCTION Today's sermon is based on one of the less familiar parables of 
Jesus. As I was preparing the sermon I was reminded of some lines 

of Christopher Morley: 

"Out for my evening stroll 
I discovered on 84th Street 
A powerhouse - quietly humming 
And though I lived near-by 
I had never known it was there. 
Some people are like that" 

to itself, 

And I thought - yes, some parables of Jesus are like that, too. Mention the parables 
of Jesus and right away some of the great ones come to mind: the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, the Parable of the Prodigal Son. Sometimes we tend to overlook the less 
familiar word pictures of Jesus which are nonetheless an important part of the Gospel. 
This was the way I felt when not too long ago I first discovered this less familiar 
parable which is the basis of today's sermon. "And though I lived near-by, I had 
never known it was there". 

before we consider implications. 
DEVELOPMENT It's a timeless, true-to-life parable, and the story might have been 

filed in New York City in 1971 as well as in Jerusalem in 30 A. D •• 
You heard it read earlier in the service. Let's review it here for a moment or two. 

A certain father had two sons. They were as different as night and day. The 
first son was rebellious and rude, but he still had a sense of conscience and re
sponsibility. The second son was smooth and courteous, but he failed to keep his 
promises and commitments. To both of the sons, the father issued an order to 
perform certain tasks in the vineyard. The first shook his head and said, "No - I 
won't" -but as the record puts it, "afterward he repented and went". The second 
nodded his head in ready agreement, "yes sir - I go" - but the parable says, 11 He did 
not go11 • "Which of the two" asked Jesus, "did the will of his father?" And his 
listeners got the point of the parable and answered, "The first" - the son who re
belled but at length obeyed. 

There is not much question but that once again Jesus was beaming a parable 
in the direction of the Pharisees. They were like the second son - meticulous in 
their manners, so public in their professions, enthusiastic in their intentions -
but so pitifully lacking in performance and practice. 

And how often Jesus came at the truth of this parable in other words, "Not 
every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord' will enter the Kingdom of Heaven11 •••• 11Every
one who heards these words of mine and does not do them is like a foolish man Nho 
built his house upon the sand". And he concluded this particular parable pointed at 
the Pharisees with the rather shocking suggestion, "The tax collectors and the 
harlots go into the kingdom of God before you". It's no small wonder then that 
not long after this parable was spoken, it's recorded that "the chief priests and 
the elders of the people took counsel together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth 
and to kill him". 

rrm sure he upset them with his not so subtle suggestion that the discourteous, 
discredited person who repented and actually did something positive with his life 
counted for more in God's judgements than the person who was always promising and 
professing - but never doing and delivering on his promises. 

,.L 
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Now with this, as with all of Jesus' parables, we need to remember that 
he was illustrating a single truth, and so we should be careful not to read more 
into the parable than Jesus intended. Surely there is no rationalization for 
rudeness built into this parable - no glorification of the son's behaviour when 
he stamped his feet and shouted at his father, "No- I won't". 

Rudeness is one of our main contemporary concerns of life in New York City. 
You may recall that article in the New York Times a little over a year ago that 
was entitled, "In Street, Store and Subway, Rudeness Infects the Life of the City" 
and it said what so many of us have felt - the decline of courtesy and civility -
not only in city life, but also in courtrooms, in homes, in schools, on high
ways. This article quoted a psychologist, away from the city for a time, and 
coming back to take note of "how mad we New Yorkers really are". "More and more· 
people" he went on to say, "interpret rudeness and belligerence as a sign Cl>f 
power". Maybe so - but you can never justify rudeness by reference to Jesus 
Christ, who had something to say about people who were always pushing their way 
to the head of the table or the center of the stage, who celebrated the qualities 
of gentleness and humility and kindness and thoughtfulness. Of Him it was said, 
"though he was reviled, he reviled not in return". Rudeness is itself a deed
and rudeness in the name of righteousness is as much a contradiction in terms 
as violence in the name of peace. 

So, let us beware of magnifying the rudeness of the hero of this parable of 
Jesus. Rather, was not Jesus simply making it very clear that rudeness follmred 
by repentance and obedience is infinitely better than the hypocrisy of correct 
phrases follotved by empt.}lr performance. Briefly, let me touch upon three of them. 

When you turn your mind loose on the applications of this parable, there are 
so many possibilities that ask a hearing. 

PARABLE FOR FAMILIES First-off, we have a parable here that may have something 
to say to families. Isn't this a pretty accurate 

portrait of two adolescent youth, searching for their identity and individuality, 
and so rebelling against parental will. The first son rebelled in his words, 
but later chose to go to carry out the father's wish. The second son gave quick 
verbal assent to the order, but failed to carry it out. His resentment was not 
as open but it was perhaps more dangerous. Both sons rebelled, but the first 
son's rebellion was healthier - for his ultimate choices and deeds were sound. 

Perhaps there is a fami~ represented in the congregation this morning who 
might recognize certain aspects of this parable in personal terms. A preacher 
goes through several stages in his ministry in the style of his preaching about 
families and children. There is a time before he has children when he knows 
everything there is to know about raising children and proceeds to tell it. I 
was once in that stage - ten or ~alMe years ago. There is another time or stage 
when his own children are grotving up and he realizes that he knows very little 
about raising children, and so he tries to keep still about it. And there is a 
still later time when his awn children have become adults and he thinks again 
that he may have a few insights and tentative conclusions that are worth sharing. 
I'm in the second stage, but I have a friend in the final stage whose children 
are reared, whose ways and judgements I respect. 

He was telling some of us recently that parents really do not need to get so 
uptight over their childrens' rebellion in words, and their declarations of 
independence, as long as parents are steadily trying to equip their children to 
make some ultimate choices of worth, as persons in their own right. 
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Mr. Barrett of Wimpole Street almost crushed the spirit of his daughter, 
Elizabeth, by his iron hand and his ruthless suppression of any spirit of indepen
dence. He might have crushed her, had not Robert Browning rescued her. Without 
neglecting standards of courtesy and respect, we might recognize that some re
bellion and independence are part of growing up and so accept it and hopeful~ 
help to channel it in the process of becoming adults. ~we should not be so 
intent upon developing marionettes who always respond, "yes, sir" and "no, sir" 
as we should in developing persons who are helped to discover God's purposes and 
potential for them. 

This is what Carlyle Marney was saying in some incisive lines: 

"Sometimes, someone who has the respect of the family needs 
to say to a father and a mother: get out of the way; get off 
the lid •••• quit being so fearful •••• parents are supposed to 
help children become adults, no pervert them from adulthood; 
in every normal home there ought to come a time when all that 
you have waited for and all that you have poured into these 
years of nursing and weaning and waiting ought to pay off. 
Your youngsters ought one day really to come of age. They 
ought to be adult and therefore enter into an adult relationship 
with parents that is normal and wholesome and happy •••• " 

I get the impression that the first son in the parable was much father on his way 
to that kind of an adulthood than the second. 

NATION, TOO But now at quite another level and in quite another way, this is 
a good parable for a nation. How easy it is for us, as a people, 

to make noble professions, very much like the Pharisees, and like that second son. 
Abraham Lincoln saw this, more than a hundred years ago when in a depressed mood, 
before he wss president, he wrote these lines to a friend: 

"As a nation we began by declaring that 'all men are created 
equal•. We now practically read it 'all men are created 
equal, except Negroes' When the Know-Nothing Party (a 19th 
century white Anglo Saxon Protestant Group) gets control, it 
will read 'all men are created equal except Negroes and 
foreigners and Catholics'. When it comes to this, I shall 
prefer emigrating to some country where they make no pretense 
of loving liberty - to Russia, for instance, where despotism 
can be taken pure, and without the base alloy of hypocrisy". 

/7 /.. I ,t. C::Jll -
This is strong language and hardly Lincoln at his best, but it is an honest state
ment of a danger in a country that takes pride in reaffirming its devotion to the 
ideals of freedom and of justice and of equality. How easy it is to exalt the 
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence and the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag, but sometimes all of us - not just the politicians running for office -
bear some resemblance to the second son in the parable who said, "I go, sir" -
but did not go. 

A Senator, commenting on the gap between a commendable highway safety bill 
that had passed Congress and then the subsequent inadequate appropriations bill to 
enable it, said, "We keep authorizing dreams, and appropriating peanuts 11

• 

I know this is a complex problem, but I also know, as do you, that our fine 
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declarations - both national and individual - about integration and quality of 
education and pollution and poverty and the great problems of the cities and the 
peace of the world tend to become weak and watered in the process of realization 
because of special interest and special privilege and political considerations. 
It is much easier to authorize dreams than to appropriate matching deeds. "I go 
sir," - but he did not go. 

I never read the Declaration of Independence without marvelling at those con
cluding words, 

"And for the support of this declaration, with a firm re
liance·, on the Protection of Divine Providence, we ITDltually 
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred 
honor". 

I take it that they meant what they said, and that having authorized some momentous 
dreams, they appropriated the deeds to match. That is the kind of revolution we are 
heir to in this country and for authentic sons and daughters of that American 
Revolution, our country stands in need. 

PERSONS Now, most of all, this is a parable for persons, especially for those 
who bear and take seriously the name of Christian. "You are my 

disciples" said Jesus, "If you bear much fruittt - that is, if the performance 
bears some relationship to the profession, the deed to the declaration. It 
wasn't that Jesus looked for people who would say, "I will not" and then secretly 
performed the deeds of discipleship; it was that he looked for people who would 
say, "I will" and then kept growing in deeds to go with their dedication -music 
to match the words. The right words to go with the right music. 

The best and most convincing sermons are not those preached in any church 
pulpit, though I gladly ackn~rledge my debt to some pulpit sermons that have been 
like thermostats for me. Rather - the greatest and most influential sermons are 
preached in individual lives. 

Hoover Rupert, working with Methodist youth caravans in Europe after World 
War II writes of a campfire service in a Polish Youth Camp. A young American 
War Veteran who was then a college student, was speaking. Dr. Rupert says that 
he has never forgotten a phrase which that youth used in his talk that night. 
He said to the Polish youth, "You are the best Christian someone knows". 

Think about that as it applies to each of us. You in your school - your 
office - your home - your travels - the way you meet success - the way you meet 
sorrow - the way you treat other people - you are representing Christ to some. 
"You are the best Christian someone knows". 

There was a poem that appeared a while back on the editorial page of the 
Times. It was entitled, "Remembered Teacher" - and was obviously a tribute of the 
writer to a favorite teacher. It ended with these simple words: 

11 Not only what you taught, but what 
you were made miracles recur". 

This is the continuing glory of those who walk the Jesus way; this is the legacy 
of his steady followers across the years; this is our commission, and by the grace 
of God, our hope: 



"Though what I dream and what I do 
In rolf weak days are always two. 

Help me - oppressed by things undone, 
0 Thou, whose deeds and dreams were one" 

LET US PRAY 0 God, our Father - thou who hast revealed the fullness of thyself 
in the Man from Nazareth whose deeds and dreams were one - help us 

to turn to Him in simplicity, in sincerity, in truth that we may always be conscious 
of the highest possibilit~es of life as we see them in him. 

Help us not to settle for low things, but to continually reach for high 
things. 

And when we hear His call, when we are aware of his confidence in us, give us 
the grace and the will to respond - and to do the best we can to care as much as we 
can - for as many as we can. 

And now in the quietness of these moments at the end of this service, let us 
make our personal, silent re~decld:ation to Him - the way, the truth, the life. Amen 

who for us is 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
April 25, 1971 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Intermezzo In A Major" Brahms 
CALL TO 1N'ORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 472 "Jesus Shall Reign" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to you and to our 
brothers in the world. Save us from loving re
ligion instead of you. Take fire and burn away 
our hypocrisy. Take water and wash away the 
blood which we cause to be shed. Take sunlight 
and dry the tears of those 1..:re have hurt. Take 
love and plant it in our hearts, that brotherhood 
may grow and peace and joy be made real for aJl 
men everywhere. lN'e ask these things in t he name 
and spirit of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD 1 S PRAYER 

PSALTER 11 0 Come, Let Us Sing" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

No. 607 

No. 740 

ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 

"Glory To God On High" 
Matthew 21: 23 - 32 

Arr. by Coggin 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 
SOLO "At The River" 

(Jenny Hudson, mezzo-soprano) 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 462 "Spirit Of Life·, In This New Dawn" 
SERMON "The Right Words With The Right Music" 
HYMN NO. 455 "Crown Him With Many Crowns" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Ballade In G Minor" 

I 

In~erval for Ushering 

Copeland 

Brahms 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Community Room 
after the service. Members and friends are invited to 
share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Miss Haldeman, Miss Brei, Mrs. Davis, Miss 
Ellison, Miss Maltby and Miss Taylor. 

ALTAR FLOvJERS 

The altar flowers are given anonymously by a friend 
of the church. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr. Brom1, Mr. Bierbaum, Mr . 
Harley, Mr. Hughes, Dr. Isom, Mr. Merkey, .Mr. Sieg, and 
Mr. Smith. 

CHILD CARE SERVICE 

N·.:re:Pry care for infants and toddlers is provided 
on t he f'..:mrth floor from ten-thirty to twelve-thirty. 

The women of the church are reminded of a meeting 
scheduled for Thursday afternoon, April 29th, at l pm. 

PARDON THE INCONVENIENCE 

From novJ through mid-August while the new organ 
is being installed, we shall make use of ~ piano in our 
services of worship. This temporary measure will be 
more than offset qy the new instrument once it is in
stalled. So bear with us through these coming weeks. 

AD:t-'JINISTRATIVE BOARD TO MEET 

The Spring meeting of the Administrative Board is 
scheduled for two weeks from today - Sunday, May 9th, 
at 12:45 pm in the Community Room. 


