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"When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight; 
~nd as he drew near to behold it, the voice of 
the Lord came unto him." Acts ? :31 

"Tll..t£ SENSE OF WOND.rl:R" 

Stephen is on trial for his life. Making a 
memorable defense; though m rk you he makes no 
attempt to secure a favorable verdict. Like Soc
rates, he makes his trial an opportunity to wit
ness to the truth. Reminds his judges of ways of 
God with a man. Speaks of that strange happening 
in the desert - a bush that blazed yet did not 
burn away. His words, " hen Moses saw it, he won
dered at the sight ••• " 

Must have been a far-away look in Stephen's 
eyes as he told them the story. But how did he 
know about the wonder in heart of lonely herder 
of sheep? Because he too had seen a bush; felt 
a Presence; heard a Voice. He too had taken off 
his shoes to worship. He too had been given a 
task - to live and die for the truth. ~ven as 
the eyes of his persecutors flashed with baleful 
fire, Stephen knew in that hour that God was near. 

The vonder of Ignorance Moses wondered! To lose 
the sense of wonder is 
to miss life's burning 

bush - to miss beauty and mystery. Plato said, 
"There is no other beginning of learning than won
der". Steep descent from Plato to nursery rhyme, 
"Twinkle, twinkle little star, how I wonder •••• " 

Even the mechanics of creation are still mys
terious. ~ e know so little; and each discovery 
points to deeper mystery. All know edge leads to 
greater ignorance. The more we know the more we 
know there is to know. s secrets of the universe 
are revealed, the wonder grows. 

Look at our world - thrown off from the sun. 
Twenty-five million years afterward a race of men 
begins to crawl about its surface. Geologist 
talks of the rocks; biologist of life processes; 
zoologist of the animals; entomologist of all the 
insects. And astronomer explores heavens with 
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his telescope and plots the courses of stars in
credibly distant and remote. And scientists 
have peered through microscopes and unveiled mys
tery and hidden secrets. Beyond the atom they 
have discovered a strange, new world. Description 
of this atom world is given by Donald Hatch And
rews, Professor of Chemistry, John Hopkins Univ •• 

As Moses stood in presence of the Burning 
Bush, he knew he was in the presence of God - he 
heard God speaking - he worshipped. ie could read 
God there. Can we - in the presence of the splen
dor and awe of our universe, can we read God, can 
we sense God there? Does God speak to us? Do we 
feel constrained to worship? For mark you, unless 
we sense the Presence of God, we shall remain ex
iles in the wilderness. 

The ·ionder of Hope Let's look at this story -
strangely compelling as well 

as familiar. Fugitive from 
justice - remember Moses had slain a man. Forty 
years tending another man's sheep in Midian. A 
loneliness, a futility, a homesickness had eaten 
into his soul. Some divine discontent moves him 
on this particular evening as darkness draws near. 

1 ~ bush flames with sudden radit~.nce. Moses 
wonders and dr aws near. Suddenly he knows. There 
is a Voice- "Take thy shoes from off thy feet •• ' 
He wor hips; he rises knowing another must now 
shepherd Jethro's sheep. He must be off to face 
Pharaoh and deliver God's people. 

Some try to explain this event by saying it 
was nt~.tural gas that had become ignited - flowing 
from fissure in a rock. Others say that a red 
sunset splashed the bushes with a fiery glory -
but sun had been seen by Moses for forty years 
setting in such crimson splendor, and he had re
mained with Jethro and the sheep. One does not 
deny the possibility of these explanations; but 
there was something more - something happened to 
Moses, so tremendous tha~ it changed whole trend 
of history. He wondered; he worshipped; he lis
tened. He arose and set out for Egypt. 



of faith - the response of a child to its father. 
He believed God was behind the door; that God was 
behind the Burning Bush; behind the purpose of 
life. 

and believing that - believing that God was 
behind the process of life, behind all the mys
tery and behind all the doors - Moses went forth. 
No longer a fugitive cowering in fear and lurking 
among desert rocks - but the instrument of God. 
He must set out for lgypt - there were slaves to 
be set free. 

~arth's crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush aflame with God. 
But only he who sees takes off his shoes, 
The rest stand round and pick blackberries. 

~lizabeth B. Browning 
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omething happ ened which sent this man, who 
had been skulking for years in fear, to very land 
where was great danger. vias not afraid of being 
recognized - filled with courage and demands the 
emancipation of his people - "Let my people go". 

The Burning Bush exp erience came to Moses be
cause he had a great hope, a deep desire in heart. 
The mystery of the Burning Bush is linked to the 
wistful, burning heart of Moses. There is a won
der that always comes to the heart that is lighted 
with a great hope. God linked His life and purp0se 
with a fugitive slave. 

God spoke because Moses had a sense of wonder. 
~ithout that, Moses might have sat for a while in 
the evening light, and then picked up shepherd's 
crook · nd gone back to Jethro- an exile still. 
Might I suggest God still speaks to those who have 
a sense of wonder. Elizabeth Barrett Browning: 

Has God never spoken to you? Surely there 
has been a Burning Bush in your life and you stood 
and wondered. Don't you remember? 

The Wonder of Faith Wonder reaches its highest 
level when it is product of 
faith. Behind this episode 

of Moses and the Burning Bush, is the wistful and 
childlike faith of Moses. The Lord was his God. 
Behind it all was God and God's Purpose. True, 
there was mystery, but God was in the mystery and 
that was enough for Moses. 

Professor Bottomley showing slides to group 
of children in East 'nd of London. Dealing with 
origin of life in plants. Cell structure nd nat
ure of protoplasm. "The physical basis of life -
we know very little about it. From it all things 
proceed. Ye know no more. The door is shut to 
us. · Behind the door is unfathomable mystery". A 
moment of silence; then voice of slum child; "But 
please sir, does God live behind the door?" 

The simple faith of a child sees and knows 
God is behind everything. Moses believed that -
his reaction to the Burning Bush wa ~ ore than a 
reaction of wonder and amazement; it was response 



7ruth 

T HY Word is Truth. What a tremendous statement ! 

Truth-without qualification, without limitation! No 

one will ever know the scope and majesty of God's 

Word until he accepts it as Truth. This acceptance is more 

than formal intellectual assent. It is a conviction of faith. 

He who reads the Word regularly, meditates upon it 

prayerfully and obeys it humbly, will know that it is the 

Truth. What is more, the Truth will guide him in his think

ing, control his conversation, direct his actions, dominate his 

life. It will be his light on the way. 

Jesus says, " If ye abide in my word, then are ye truly 

my disciples, and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 

make you free ." Read the Word, believe the Word, obey · 

the Word, live in the Word: That is what it means to abide 

in it. Then shall a person know the Truth and the Truth 

shall make him free . 

This freedom is of God and pertains to the spirit of 

man. A person is no longer dominated by superstition or 

by opinions of men: his own or others. He moves and acts 

in the infinite sphere of God's Truth. Because his sins are 

forgiven and the power of evil broken, he freely chooses 

to walk in the fellowship of his Lord and Savior, serving his 

God with joy and zest. Peace dwells in his heart. Love and 

goodness characterize his life. Hope sustains him in trials. 

Faith gives him the victory. 

Thy Truth, 0 God, is all-sufficient. 

'"-.P.H. No. 81 3 Litho in U.S.A . 

E-nlighten 7hou 
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Minister of Music 
Janet Price Davis 

Church Secretary 
Grace L. Gifford 

Minister's .t~ssitta:nt 
Alicejoy France 

Lewis Cunning, Sexton 

ORDER OF MORNING ;lfORSHIP 

ORGJ,JJ PRELUDE - "Largo" 
Ci .. LL TO i."fORSHIP - By the minister 

Handel 

HYMN 381 -"The Church's one foundation" Aurelia 

Minister: 
People: 

Ministe.r: 
Peop1.e: 

Minister ·: 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
0 Lord, open thou our eyes. 
That we may behold wondrous things. 
0 Lord, open thou our lips; 

People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

DOXOLOGY - To be sung by all 

* RESPONSIVE REhDING - 4th Sunday; p~ge 566 
GLORIJ.. PATRI :: APOSTLES' CREED 
SCRIPTURE LESSON -Exodus 3:1-14 
i..NTHEM - "Cherubim Song11 Bortnianslty 
PJ.STORl .. L PRf~YER :: LORD'S PR:.YER 
ORG; .. N OFFERTORY - "Be Thou But Near" Bach 
OFFERTORY LNTHEM - It cnoria II Mozart 
PRESENTJ .. TION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
HYMN 459 - "Behold us, Lord, a little space" St. Agnes 

SERMON • "THE SENSE OF WONDER'; 

HYM!.~ 173 - "Holy Spirit, Truth divine" 
BENEDICTION :: CHOR.:', L BENEDICTION 
ORC'J.N POSTLUDE - "Our Father" 
* Interval for Ushering 

Mercy 
Stainer 

Bnch 

10:30 
16:30 
11:00 
11:45 
6:00 
7:30 

Morning Worship and sermon, "The Sense o.f Wonder". 
Church-time Cherub Hour for small children. 
Junior Church under direction of Miss France. 
Church School; everyone invited. 
Youth Fellowship; all high school youth invited. 
Union Evening Service at North Ma.in Street Meth
odist Church. Don Horacio Gonzales , presbyterian 
layman and president of the Y .M.C .A. in Santiago, 
Chile~ill be the evening preacher. 

8:00 Couples Club meets at the home of Clyde Robb1ns. 
----Altar flowers are given in memory of Willis I. 

MON. ll:OO 
7:30 
"8:'00 

'WED • ~ 
6:m) 

7:30 

THURS. 3:45 
'6:"W 

FRX.. ll :00 
3 :·3o 
7:00 

SAT • 9"'i'SS 

Loucks by the family. 

THROUGH THE WEEK J...T FREMONT 

Weekday School; · grade 10. 
Boy Scouts meet in the church. 
Adult Division Crusade Committee meeting. 
Weekday School; grades 4, 5 and 6. 
Covered Dish Supper for all officers and 
teachers of the Church School, the Mid-week 
Service Group and all others who WQUld like 
to attend. Come and bring the family. 
Annual Meeting of the Church School. The 
supper will be served by the Muddle Class. 
Showing of religious film - "Mastership". 
Minister's Membership Class. 
Covered Dish Supper for Fremont and High 
School Choirs followed by rehearsal. 
Weekday .School; grade 9. 
Chapel Choir rehearsal. 
Junior High Department sleigh ride. 
Carol Choir r ehearsal. 

CHRISTL\.N ADVOC..:'>.TE subscriptions are past due. Will you 
please take care of this matter by seeing N~ s. Gifford 
or Mr. Russell Holmes as soon us possible . Thank you~ 

THE FOURTH PHASE OF THE CRUSL.DE FOR CHRIST IS 't-J OW HERE . 


