
11 THE SILENCES OF JESUS" 

INTRODUCTION "My main problem" he said, "is not doing what is right, but know-
ing what is right". That honest word spoken in a sharing moment 

of a Bible study group among friends has been churning away in ~ mind for some 
time. After all ••• 

Shouldn't Christians of all people know what is right? Do we not claim that 
Jesus is the truth? Have we not, each of us, seen somewhere a sign in king-size 
letters that reads, "Christ is the Answer"? Indeed, it was a Christian poet, 
Robert Browning, who once said: 

"I say, the acknowledgement of God in 
Christ accepted by thy reason, 

Solves for thee all questions in the 
earth and out of it." 

But clearly, Christians do not know in every instance what is right - either 
for themselves or for society"at-large. Christians are found in both major parties. 
The "Dear Abby" and "Ann Landers" columns that grace our newspapers around the land 
are frequently given over to questions submitted by Church people. Christians help 
swell the ranks of those who look for additional light to "The Farmer 1 s Almanac", 
and to the signs of the Zodiac. 

DEVELOPMENT A threatening question presents itself: can it be that the Church 
has "over-presented" Jesus? Is He indeed our light as well as our 

salvation? Must we revise our estimate of Jesus and quiestly confess that He is 
something less than adequate? Consider all the things that He left unsaid, all the 
topics that He left untreated. We have so little of what fell from His lips that 
one can read all the recorded words of Jesus very comfortably within a half hour -
even without a speed reading course. 

We are bothered - if not offended - at times by the silences of Jesus - by 
what He might have said and didn't. We burn with questions that Jesus did not 
touch, with issues that He did not address. "My main problem" he said, "is not 
doing what is right, but knowing what is right". 

The silenGes of Jesus are significant. While we dare not read too much into 
them, we can open ourselves to much confusion of soul by not facing up to His 
silences. Rests in music can be critical. Space in a painting can be suggestive. 
Pauses in a speeGh can deepen the meaning of what is said. Explore with me a 
number of circumstances under which Jesus resorted to silence. 

DAILY LIVING DETAILS Jesus did not speak on the details of daily living. I have 
in mind those operational decisions that consume so much 

of our energy. That Jesus was familiar with the dailiness of life we lmow from a 
quick glance of His parables. He never addressed Himself to those details in the 
course of His public ministry. 

This is an area in which we are to be instructed by experience and common 
sense. "What crops should I plant and when should I plant them?" "I'm retiring 
soon. Should I move to live closer to my son or my daughter. Or should I stay 
where I am?" "At death should I have ~ body cremated?" "Should I liive on the 
East side or the West side of town?" "My mother-in-law came to visit us twenty 
years ago and has been with us ever since. She goes with us on all of our vaca
tions. We'd like to vacation alone. What should -vre do?" 
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One is not making light of such questions. They can wear us down and siphon 
away our happiness. Life seems to be divided into two kinds of people: those who 
are at ease with the large questions, but fizzle when confronted by the small 
managerial details of life, and those who excell in the art of daily management 
of life but cannot cope with the large questions of our human existence. 

When we are stymied by some question regarding the routine operation of our 
life, what is usually lacking is not faith but common sense. And it is no re
flection on Jesus when in such circumstances we consult those who are wiser or 
more experienced than ourselves. We really don't need Jesus for such questions 
anymore than we need a man with a PhD in Electrical Engineering to help us change 
a light bulb. Jesus did not speak on the details of daily living. 

TRUTHS ADEQUATELY KNOWN Secondly, Jesus did not speak on truths already 
adequately known. He assumed a familiarity on the 

part of His listeners and followers with the Old Testament. 

Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath Day to indicate that He was the Lord of 
the Sabbath. Christians have insisted across the years that Jesus is also Lord of 
the Scriptures. That is to say, we judge all Biblical truth as it stands in 
reference to Him. 

But this is a long way from saying that the Gospels can be understood apart 
from the 39 books that preceded them or the 23 that followed1 Jesus did not drop 
into history as an isolated figure to break fresh ground in every area of human 
knowledge. He came assuming that those who heard His words already lmew some 
truths by virtue of their membership in the community of faith. Progressive development ••• 

For example, Jesus assumed that God is one. Therefore, there is nothing in 
His teaching against atheism or polytheism. Jesus assumed that a moral order 
exists to which people are accountable. Jesus assumed that the Scriptures are 
trustworthy. Jesus assumed that God works in history to bring about His purposes. 
Jesus assumed that God is both merciful and just. He came to His own because His 
own would share these convictions with Him. Jesus built upon those truths. He 
did not have to begin by establishing them. WE REAP WHAT WE SOWt" 

NO PARTICULAR ECONOMIC OR POLITICAL SYSTEM 

political or economic system. 

Jesus, in the third place, did not 
speak to advocate any particular 

I use to get a periodical that came regularly to my desk entitled, "Christian 
Economics". I always winced at the title; it was a right-wing journal. The im
plication in the name was that only right wing economics was deserving of the 
adjective "Christian". I also wince when I hear about a political party in some 
European country called The Christian Democractic Party. This seems to me to be 
far too presumptious. To say that there are Christians in a political party is 
one thing, but to say that a party is Christian is to play loose with the name of 
Christ. The planks of a given political party may be very close to the mind of 
Christ. But again this is not to say that the party as a whole can rightly be 
called Christian. 

Jesus did not endoree any political or economic system. Economics in His 
day was a very simple matter. There was no paper money. There were no cartels. 
There was no corporate ownership of business. There was no such thing as an 
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international monetary market. Indeed, the nation that He knew had a rural and 
individualized econo~. The city of Jerusalem in His day probably numbered some
thing less than 200,000 people. He didn't have to worry about inflation, investments, 

rolling things over •• & 
As to politics, Jesus avoided joining with the Herodians, the quisl~ngs of 

His time, whose strategy was to work with the occupation powers. He refused to 
identify with revolutionary Zealots whose aim was to overthrow everything in 
sight. He even resisted the moderation of the Pharisee party. 

Christianity has Uved with and within every conceivable political and 
economic system. This does not mean that one system is as good as another or 
that Christians ought not to struggle for relative improvement in a given situa
tion. We are here, in part, I believe, to help 11 Christify11 those systems under 
which we live - to make them more humane and just. Jesus, by His silence on 
these matters, is not to be co-opted by any political or economic ideology. 

As the great historian Harnack one time put it, 

"Jesus laid down no social program for the suppression of pover
ty and distress, if by program ;-re mean a set of definitely pre
scribed regulations. With economic conditions and contemporary 
circumstances He did not interfere. Had He become so entangled 
in them, had He given laws which were ever so salutary for Pale
stine, what would have been gained by it? They would have served 
the needs of a day and tomorrow would have been antiquated; to 
the Gospel they would have been a burden and source of confusion." 

Instead, Jesus entrusted to His people some "yeasty" ideas and system-breaking con
cepts to the end that history might move more and more in the direction of God's will. 

Witness, for example, the impact of Christian truth on salvery - a delayed 
impact, but one that was predictable nonetheless. 

"When the Gospel taught that God had made all men and women upon 
earth of one family; that all alike were His sons and daughters; 
that whatever conventional distincts human society might set up, 
the supreme king of Heaven refused to acknowledge any; that the 
slave, nonwithstanding his liberty, was Christts slave; when the 
Church carried out this principal by admitting the slave to her 
highest privileges, inviting him to kneel side by side lvith his 
master at the same Holy Table; when, in short, the Apostolic pre
cept that 'in Christ Jesus is neither bond nor free' was not only 
recognized, but acted upon then slavery was doomed.". 

TRUTHS UNABLE TO RECEIVE Moreover, Jesus did not speak truths that His 
disciples were unable to receive. Fourth area of silence. 

We remember from this morning's Scripture reading in John 16 how the disciples 
gathered in the Upper Room expressed concern about what would become of them. Jesus 
turned to them in that very intimate association and said, "I have many things to 
tell you, but you cannot bear them now". Even Jesus could not communicate truths 
that outran the experiences of His hearers. 

The more I move around within the Church the more I am driven to conclude 
that one of the reasons why it is so difficult for Christians to communicate with 
each other is that we are all operating out of different circles of experience. I 
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wonder whether it is humanly possible for a Christian nestled away in some ham
let in the south or midwest to really perceive the mind of Christ for the city. 
Were we there and he here, perhaps his perception would be clearer and ours would 
be the duller. 

"I have many things to tell you but you cannot bear them now". Even Jesus 
had to wait. But He also said, "When the spirit of truth comes, He will guide 
you into all the truth" (John 16: 13). He still has some things to say to His 
Church that we are not yet ready to receive. 

The Christian life is something of an open-ended adventure. Jesus means 
freedom. All of us who believe are in "the molten phase of becoming". Enbumbent 
upon us is what has been termed the "duty of advancement". \'le move from faith to 
faith, hopefully from strength to strength, from one task to a greater one. 
Jesus did not speak truths that His disciples were unable to receive. 

MAN'S IDLE CURIOSITY Finally, Jesus did not speak to satisfy man's idle 
curiosity. There are two things that we tend to be 

troubled about and worry over. One is the unevenness of Providence. The other 
is how the story will end - and when. Jesus refused to get involved in such 
questions. 

Following the Resurrection, Jesus was walking with His disciples along the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. They had shared the breakfast meal together. And 
as they ambled along the beach, Jesus told Peter that he would die a martyr's 
death. Trailing Jesus and Peter at this moment was the beloved, John. Peter 
turned to Jesus and said, "Lord, what about this man? It is one thing for me to 
anticipate a martyr's death, but what about him ••• what will he suffer for you?" 
But Jesus said to Peter, "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 
you, Peter. Follow mel" He was refusing to satisfy the curiosity of Peter re
garding the mystery of Providence. 

And again, after the Resurrection, the disciples gathered about Him and 
asked, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1: 7). 
You will not receive anatvers, but you will receive power after the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you. He also gave them a mandate that would occupy them fully. "You 
shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and Samaria and to the end 
of the earth." (Acts 1: 8) 

Even Christian people are to live with a sense of ~stery concerning last 
things. It is better to be overwhelmed by a great truth than to overwhelm a small 
truth. 

SUMMING IT UP To sum it up: Jesus did not speak on the details of daily 
living. He did not speak on truths that were already known. 

Jesus did not speak to advocate a particular political or economic system. Jesus 
did not speak to those who were unable to receive it. He did not speak to 
satisfy man's idle curiosity regarding final things. 

And yet, for all of these silences, at times maddening, He is still what 
Browning called Him, "The master light of all our seeing". For in Him as no
where else the commonwealth of values that belongs to the Kingdom of God are most 
clearly expounded and most lovingly commended: humility, trust, service, .faith, 
hope and love. 
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We have no reason to be troubled by the silences of the Master. He told 
us enough to make a saving difference in our lives and in the life of the world 
without diminishing the venture. Who was it who said, "It's not the passages 
in the Gospels that I don't understand that I have trouble with ••• it 1s the ones 
I do understand." 

Many years ago the founding pastor of Riverside Church spoke to this very 
point when he said, 

"We had better stand by Christianity for a while longer. We 
are terribly tempted to call it impractical. But do we mean 
that what is going on in this unchristian world now is 
practical- economically practical for our children's future? 

In the long run it will be found out that no other world ex
cept a Christian world is practicable. Ah, Lord, once more 
thou art saying to thy people. •Will ye also go away?' 
And we would answer thee now, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of Eternal Life' 11 • 

PRAYER We thank Thee, 0 God, for the life and words of Jesus. Forgive us if 
in some foolish self-decption we have imagined ourselves beyond the 

reach of His ministr,y. Let His words come home to our arid and anxious hearts 
this day, that we may be changed from what we are to what we ought to be. In His 
name we pray. Amen. 



PASTORAL PRAYER: March 28, 1982 

MAKE US sensitive to YOUR nearness and YCUR presence in these quiet 
moments, 0 God. Here, we would lift up our hearts unto YOU. 

For courage and for faith. 
For light and for strength. 

SO OFTEN under the stress and tension of life in this great city, we find 
ourselves yielding to selfish ease and to mean ambition. 

We become entangled so easily with the things of earth that we 
end up losing a sense of life 1 s simplicity and life 1 s nobility. 

Help us to set our affections on things "above" that we may let 
go of those M@ging doubts and gnawil'lg fears that can cripple 
the soul and ~ destroy a life. 

Here, for a few moments this Lord t s Day, we 1>1ould see life from 
h.igher ground. 

FORGIVE US, LORD - each of us - for the unkind word that we may have 
spoken in anger this past week ••• for the hurt that we needlessly 

1, may have caused ••• for the careless way we handle our precious 
human relationships. 

2. 

We would not be weary in our well~doing. With Your help we 
would be faithful to the responsibilities that have been en
trusted to us, and loyal to the cormnitments v-1e have made. 

Remind us in this hour of worship that we cannot fellowship 
with You if in our hearts we reject, or neglect our brother 
or our sister who is in need. 

This morning we would pray for the person who sits near us or 
next to us in the pew. We pray, too, for those who have never 
really had a chance in life - the hurt, the hungry, the homeless, 
the helpless. 

REMIND US ONCE AGAIN that love always heals and that hate destroys, 
that trust strengthens and distrust weakens. 

FORTIFY our spirits, 
ENLIGHTEN our reason, 
ELEVATE our aims, 
LET OUR IDEALS pervade our thoughts and labors. 
FILL OOR HEARTS with peace ••• 

at we may hear YOUR voice calling to us and thus be moved to 
~ld our lives on the foundation stones of Your law, Your way, 
d Your truth. All this we now ask in the spirit of Jesus Christ, 

Lord, Master and Saviour for so many. For in Him we have come to 
see life's highest hope and life's deepest meaning. 



GREETING TO THE CHILDREN: Sunday, March 28, 1982 

WELCOME We're delighted to welcome the boys and girls of our Sunday 
School and our Youth Choir to the service this morning. 

It's always .a special Sunday for us when you join us down here 
for a few moments before heading to your class session upstairs or down
stairs. I'm very pleased to see that some of you have brought a friend 
along with you ••• to help us all celebrate our "Each One Bring One" Sunday. 

Raise a hand if you've brought a friend with you today. We're 
deli~hted to welcome you. 

Boys and girls ••• this is the way the Christian Church got started 
in the very beginning. People were so enthusiastic about Jesus and what He 
meant in their lives that they went around telling others about Him. We 
should do more of this than we do. Tell others about Jesus. "Come and see 
what we have found L" So pleased you have responded ••• 

LENTEN PROJECT Our Youth Choir is going to sing in a few moments, but,• 
before they do let me bring you up to date on our 

special Lenten project. 

As you know, we're trying to raise a thousand dollars this year 
for the Methodist Camp Service of Harlem so that some children like your~ 
selves will have a chance to get away from the city for camp this Summer. 

862. 
So far 1ve have raised about ~ ••• we 1re almost there. With the 

dimes and quarters that you're putting into the fish net, we ought to be 
able to reach our goal. And won't that be wonderful. 

Next Sunday - Palm Sunday - let 1 s bring in the fish net banks and 
we how we're doing. 

YOUTH CHOIR Now the Youth Choir will sing. 

Thank you very much. 
you 111 be singing next Sunday, too. 

It's good to hear you again. 
Is that correct? I hope so. 

I believe 

The boys and girls are going to leave us now and go to their class 
sessions. Before they go, let 1 s all sing one verse of "Stand Up, Stand Up 
for Jesus". It 1s number 248. Perhaps you can depart after the "Amen". 



ANTHEM: "Drop, Drop, Slow Tears" 

"Drop, drop, slow tears, and bathe those 
beauteous feet, which brought from heav'n the 
news and Prince of Peace. Cease not, wet 
eyes, His mercies to entreat; drop tears, 
drop tears, drop slow tears. 

To cry, to cry for vengeance, sin doth 
never cease. In your deep floods drawn all 
my faults and fears; nor let His eye see 
sin, but through my tears. Drop, tears, 
drop, slow tears." 

ANTHEM: "Kyrie" 

"Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, 
have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - comes after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to remain to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New singers are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held Wednesdays at 6:15 prn in the downstairs 
Choir Room. 

"ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING" 

Envelopes for this special appeal of 
March are in the pews this morning. We in
vite you to respond with a gift. 

EASTER ALTAR LILIES 

Those wishing to give to the fund for 
the Easter altar lilies are invited to use 
the envelope in the pew. The envelope will 
be there again next Sunday. The deadline 
for Easter altar lilies is Monday, April 5th. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
April issue of "A Word In Edgeways", our 
parish newssheet. Copies are available by 
the door in the narthex as well as on the 
table in the Russell Room. 

A BAKE SALE 

Today, as part of the Coffee Hour, we 
shall hold a Bake Sale. Proceeds go to 
help undergird the costs of our All Church 
Picnic of late June. Support it with a 
purchase and plan to attend the picnic. 

INDOCHINESE FRIENDS COMMITTEE 

The Indochinese Friends Committee will 
meet this corning Thursday evening at 7:30 prn 
in the Russell Room. New members are always 
welcome to share in this part of our Church's 
outreach concern. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the 
Church in early May. Speak to Mr. Clarke 
if this is of interest to you. 

\ 
! 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 28, 1982 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
ll A. M. 

"Prelude In C Minor" 

HYMN NO. 77 "Come, Christians, Join to Sing" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Bach 

Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to oth
ers in this world. Save us from loving religion 
instead of You. Take fire and burn away our hy
pocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that 
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the 
tears of those we have hurt. Take love and plant 
it in our hearts, that peace and joy may be made 
real for all people everywhere. For we ask these 
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

GREETING TO THE CHILDREN 
YOUTH CHOIR "Pass It On" 
HYMN NO. 248 "Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus" 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Drop, Drop, Slow Tears" 
John 16: 4 - 15 

Kaiser 

Butler 
Page 940 

ANTHEM "Kyrie" Durufle 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 1 "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing" 
SERMON "The Silences of Jesus" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 71 "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Alleluia" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Dubois 

LAY READER 

We welcome Anne Rickenbacher to the Lectern today. 
A native of Toledo, Ohio, a graduate of Heidelberg Col
lege with an BA in Theatre, Anne is a professional singer. 
Here in the Church she is a co-ordinator of the Lay 
Readers and sings in the choir. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Frank 
High in loving memory of his parents, Arthur and 
Elisabeth High. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mrs. Clements, Mr. Flagg, Mr. 
High, Mr. Hoover, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Kilbride and Mr. 
Stanford. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Mrs. Whelan, Miss Buck, Miss Percy, Miss Schu
mann, Mi.ss. Syble and Miss White. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The . Adu~t Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at 
9:30 in ~ellowship Hall. Coffee is available and new 
member~ ar~ welcome. William Proctor is Class ·Leader. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is also available on the 
fourth .floor Day School Room. 


