
"THE STORY OF DAVID" 

INTRODUCTION In view of the fact that the choir will be presenting Arthur 
Honegger's symphonic psalm, King David, this afternoon, it 

seemed .f'itting to devote some time this morning to a review of David's life 
stor;y. His story vies with the stor.r of Joseph when it comes to breath-taking 
Old Testament biography. There are some powerful themes woven through this 

· story which help to account tor its lasting appeal. 

For instance, if you're looking for the Cinderella story, you'll find it in 
the conquest of Goliath by a teen-ager shepherd boy with a slingshot. Or1 if' 
you like mystery and intrigue, it's wai.ting for you in the game of "hide-and-seek" 
that David played with a jealous King Saul. If y-ou're seeking a story of two 
.f'riends, you'll find it in the £rietrdsl'P.p between David and Jonathan. I£ you 
want a parable about sin and its tragic consequences, y-ou will read it in the 
stor.r of David and Bathsheba. Or, if you're seeking a drama about the gulf 
between a father and a son, y-ou'll do no better than to read the tragedy of the 
rebellion of Absalom against DaVid. This is the story of a shepherd boy who 
became the King of Israel. There is no more colorful character in the Old 
Testament than David - the shepherd boy who became a King ••• as we put it in 
this country - from the log cabin to the White House. 
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• 11A STUDY IN STRIDES AND STUr1BLES ••• DAVID" 
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INTRODUCTION David vies with Joseph when it comes to breathtaking biography. 
His story is so lasting and so appealing because so ma~ power

ful themes seem to be woven through that story. 

If you are looking for the Cinderella story, you will find it in the con
quest of Goliath by a shepherd boy viith a slingshot. If you like mystery and in
trigue, it is waiting for you in the game of hide-and-seek that David played with 
a jealous King Saul. If you seek a story of two friends, you will find it in the 
friendship between David and Jonathan. If you want a parable about sin and its 

·consequences, you "'rill read it in the story of David and Bathsheba. Or if you 
seek a drama about the gulf beh;een a father and his son, you vrill do no better 
than to read the tragedy of the rebellion of Absalom against David. There is no 
more colorful character in the Old Testament than David, the shepherd boy who 
became the King of Israel. 

IT ALL BEGAN It all began one day, as far as the viTi tten record is concerned, 
when Samuel, God's prophet and kingmaker, stopped by the farm 

of Jesse in the neighborhood of Bethlehem. One by one Jesse introduced his sons -
seven of them - but Samuel was not satisfied that any one of these should be 
God's anointed one. 11Aren't there any more? 11 he asked Jesse. And it developed 
that there was one more - the baby of the family, hardly a man yet - out watching 
the flocks. His name was David. How could his father have knm-m that day as 
he called the youth in to receive a stranger's blessing that here was the be
ginning of a destiny that should find echoes in the song of the angels centuries 
later, 11 For to you is born this da;y~ in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord?n 

··-- ___ _ _ :r'hings began to happen then. Israel was at war with the Philistines, and the 
three eldest sons of Jesse were at the front. David had been dispatched by his 
father to take some food to his brothers and check on th8ir welfare. Like any 
normal boy, he kept his ears and eyes open, hoping for a little excitement. But 
the soldiers of Israel were only talking about a strange turn of events - how 
the·Philistines boasted a soldier of unusual stature and strength who daily 
challenged the Israelites to send any one of their number in combat against him -
and on the outcome of that personal encounter would depend the outcome of the 
war. 

You know the story - how David volu.TJ.teered fdlr the position of challenger, 
and at last King Saul gave his approval. And David, without any armor, started 
off to do battle with Goliath ivith only five stones and a boy's slingshot, while 
his countrymen must have shuddered at the prospect of the slaughter that awaited 
the boy, and Goliath roared with great laughter at the suggestion of so easy a 
victory. 

But one moment and one stone later the Philistine was on his face, and the 
Israelites were presented with the incredible fact of victory. With our 
sophist iced wisdom we are apt to smile knovlingly and say, "Sounds like something 
out of a fairy tale" until you stop to think about some other things - the 
mighty British Empire being brought to its knees by one man - Gandhi - following 
World Uar II and the people of India receiving their independence. Or think of 
the injection of a tiny am~mnt of vaccine and the cri·9pling effects of polio 
once and for all being overcome. The continuine influence of a baby born in a 
manger in Bethlehem and the decline and fall of the Roman Empire. History is 
forever giving us footnotes to a theme entitled, 11See ho>-r the mighty have fallen11 • 
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ON TO THE PALACE It Has natural, of coursR, that the king should lavish. 
attention and favor upon the youth -who had saved his 

kingdom. Even more so when it became evident that the shepherd boy could play 
a harp and that his music would soothe the moods of melancholy Hhich the King 
knew all too often. So nothing would do except that David s:1onld leave the 
farm of his father and come to live in the palace. But Saul vl?-S a tragically 
mixed-up person. Insecure and immature, he simply could not take in stride 
what the Gallop ?olls were saying: that David was leading him ten to one in 
popularity throughout the land. He reacted1.Yi th jealousy toHard the rising 
young star on the political horizon of Israel. Nothing •·muld do now except to 
get rid of David as a threat to the throne. He tried half a dozen schemes, 
one after the other, to have done with the youth once and for all. 

To Da;nd's credit let it be said that he never took advantage of the situa
tion. A lesser person, finding himself in a position of favor in the royal 
household, would have grasped every opportunity to further his own political 
ambitions, to shape his mvn fut'.lre. .Host of us 1vould have acted differently 
from the way David did. David had some adm:trable powers of self-restraint. 
Again and again in the biblical accounts of the years of tension between Saul 
and David, we find this.compliment to David's conduct, "And David behaved 
himself wisely in all his waysn. 

0ne':.reason:;:>perhaps's>~.was::;tlhe solid friendship between David and Jonathan. 
Jonathan was the King's son, and from the beginning there was a wonderful bond 
of complete understanding and loyalty between these two fine young men. 
CircQmstances changed drastically in the years after David ca~e to live at the 
palace, but the friendship never cha.,'"}ged. 

In the years that followed, Saul pursued David relentlessly with a fury and 
a hatred that beca~e an obsession. David had to flee beyond the borders of 
Israel to fL'1d refuge:;. Neamrhile Saul's troubles piled up; the Philistines 
were hammering again at Israel. Saul's three sons -vrere killed, ineluding 
Jonathan, &~d the king himself was wounded. Shortly thereafter he took his 
awn life. There is tragedy reflected here in Saul's suicide. He had started 
his career midst such promise a.;·1d expectation, but as his power and his prestige 
grew, his soul seemed. to shrink, and he could never think of anyone or anything 
but himself. 

DAVm ll.AS TO H.I\.VE HIS TURJ.~ But nov-r David was to have his turn as the leader 
of his people. For thirty-three years, David 

ruled over the united Kingdom of all Israel. And his reign stands out as one of 
the most outstanding in the history of Israel, and in later generations David's 
name became a symbol for the kind of ruler that the great prophets of the Old 
Testament yearned for. He was a 1-tise administrator, a skillful commander-in
chief, a man of great vision and most of all a man who never forget the grace 
of God. "He ruled justly over men, ruling in the fear of God". 

And yet, even so, his personal life on occasion was something of a mess. 
If only he had possessed the wisdom as a father and as a husband that he had as 
a king and general, but he didn't. His son, Absalom, handsome and headstrong, 
caused him heartache and a father's indecision - 11 sparing the rod and spoiling 
the child" eventually brought him grief. 

And then there was that affair with Bathsheba that caused gossip in the 
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kingdom and brought outrage into the heart of many a person, outraged as they 
sa.w their ovm ruler disregard one of their commandments. It was Nathan the 
Prophet ivho had the courage to tell the king he had sinned. And remember hmv . 
he did this. He told the king a story about a rich man who appropriated the 
only lamb that a poor neighbor had possessed. And David, who had a great 
heart, couldn't stand a story like that. "If it's true11 he stor.med, "The man 
who has done this deserves to die". And Nathan looked at him and said straight 
to his face, "You are the man". That scene provides one of the great moments 
in Old Testament history, as a ruler is criticized to his face by one of his 
subjects. 

At the end of his reiVI and just before his death, David called Solomon 
to him and entrusted him with the leadership of the kingdom. "Be strong" he 
chargee his son, "And shmv yourself a man and keep the charge of the Lord, 
your God ••• ~1-1alking in his Hays and keeping his statutes". One somehmv senses 
that for all of David's mistakes and weaknesses, nonetheless he had earned 
the right to speak those ~vords. And -we see here a man for whom we feel an 
amazing kinship, sympthy and regret at his sorrows and sins, and gratitude 
for his goodness and his greatness. 

This then, in general, is the story of his life ••• highlights, so to speak. 
Let's look now at several of the factors which conspired to make his name an 
honored name in the Old Testament. No. 68 

HONEST ABOUT HIMSELF First, dwell on the fact that he was honest about 
hi~self. His ego was neither two sizes too small or 

bvo sizes too large for the role he 'lvas given to play. The pople of the country 
loved him; he was given great power. I suppose that any leader who is given 

·such a popular and overrrJheL11ing mandate to rule finds an inner struggle to 
maintain an even disposition, an honesty with himself~ David never deceived 
himself vrith any inflated notions about his importance or his indispensability. 
Whenever he was the hero of the hour, he kept his head. A sign of good and 
great leadership. 

Thus it was even in the aftermath of the trianble that involved David and 
Bathsheba and her husband, Uriah. From Adam to this day people have sought 
refugre from responsibility for their transgressions by passing the blame to 
someone else and by refusing honestly to appraise themselves. But not David. 
Without in any way condoning his sin, it is still a mark of basic spiritual 
greatness that he could simply say, 11 I have sinned against the 1Drd11 • It has 
been pointed out that Hebrew religion reached a new high here in theconcept 
of individual honesty and responsibility. -It was David's cle~r insights about 
himself at work again. vfuat was that motto that Harry Truman had on his desk 

·when he was in the White House. "The buck stops here". 

HE HAD A FRIEND Consider a second contributing factor to David's greatness. 
He had a friend. You cannot explain David without Jonathan. 

Jonathan was a magnificent character. ~Vhen the two first met, it was Jomthan 
who was in the ascendant position- the King's son and heir to the throne. David 
was just a farmer's son just come to the city. But in time it was the other way 
around. David was clearly headed for the positions of leadership, and Jonathan 
knew that his 1-10uld never be "the. kingdom and the power and the glory". Yet, it 
never made the slightest difference in the friendship bet~.;een the tl·TO. 

Neither exploited the other; neither ever read Dale Carnegie's book, "How to 
Win Friends and Influence People". There was a complete understanding and deep 

, trust; the kind of friendship that adds immeasurably to the soul's d·imension. 
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/ We have talked often enough about the high office of friendship in ex-
plaining the stature of so many people who have gro;,m into greatness. Have 
you ever wondered what the lack of real friends has done to others? Someone 
has raised' the question as to what Karl Marx might have thought or been if he 

,.._, \.. had not had such difficulty in his personal relationships? Or Hitler? Or any 
v one of the ten most· 1,ranted men on the FBI list? So much of the greatness in 

the world has its roots in some strong and sustaining friendships; so much 
of the wicke and the weak has developed because there seemed to be nobody who 

"-cared. 

• If you have a friend, which j_s another Hay of saying, "If you are a 
friend", you possess one of this vmrld 1 s richest blessings. George .Eliot put it 
this Hay: 

11 0h, the comfort •••• the inexpressible comfort of feeling safe 
with a person; having neither to weigh thoughts nor measure 
words, but to pour them all out, just as they are, chaff and 
grain together, knm.;ing that a faithful hand 1-1ill take and 
sift them, keep what is worth keeping and then, with the 
breath of kindness, blow the rest away". 

11The inexpressible comfort of feeling safe with a person11 - David could write 
feelingly on that subject. 

HE HAD HIS GOD Which leads us to the one other observation about David. Not 
only did he have good insights about himself, not only did he 

have a friend, but most of all, he had his God. There is a clear picture here 
of a man. vJho walked Hi th God. 

You see it first when he stands before Goliath: "The Lord •••• 1.;ill deliver me". 
You see it in that long stretch of years when he was taunted by Saul, in the way 
that he kept his own attitudes free from revenge and bitterness. You see it in 
the question which David asked God when the nmvs of Saul's death reached hi;·n: 
11What shall I do now?" You see it in the ce'onfession of his sin, "I have sinned 
against the Lord". You see it in his valedictory message to Solomon, 11Walk in 
the Lord's way and keep his statutes". 

The simple fact is that David knew a God Hho accomplished things. (Whether 
or not David actually >-rrote the 23rd Psalm is unimportant.} The spirit of 
perfect certainty is his. 11 He leadeth me". It may sound -like a strange question 
to raise in our day in a land which calls itself religious, but the question 
nonetheless persists, 11Do vre know a God who actually does things in our lives?", 
or is our acquaintance limited to a theory behind the universe, or a dull, 
formal religion, or at best, to an ambulance service to be called in time of 
emergency? 

It is a tremendous moment in a person's life when passive belief in God 
turns into the amazing discovery that God actually does things if we -vJ'ill let 
Him, if we will take the time to ask the question that David asked, "h'hat do you 
want me to do?" And then if through prayer and service He will let him do it. 
And how often we repeat those words in a creed in our service, '11;le believe in the 
one God, Haker and Ruler of all things, Father of all men.~ •• we believe in the 
Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort and for strength". 
l'iell, do we? If we do, we know vThat David was talking when he wrote, "He leadeth 
me" and what Paul centuries later was talking about Hhen he wrote, I can do all 
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things in Him who strengthens me". David had his God. He believed in a God 
who did things - who led him •••• who restored hjJn ••• .,and because of this, he 
did not want. 

PRAYER \rle thank Thee, 0 God, for thy servant David •••• and for the great 
faith that anchored his soul and his life. Let that faith be. in 

us. As we walk through the dark, difficult and dangerous valleys of life to
day, may our faith in Thee be strong •••• evan as was David's. In the name 
and spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 



.ANTHEM: "God, the Lord Shall Be My Light" 

"God, the Lord shall be my light and 
my saivation; what cause have I to fear? 
God, the Lord shall be my strength in trib
ulation. His help is ever near." 

ANTHEM: "Behold, in Evil I was Born" 

"Behold, in evil I was born, and in 
iniquity conceived. For thou desirest truth 
and goodness, and in the hidden part great 
wisdom. I have sinned, yea heavily trans
gressed. I have been shown the path to fol
low, and I have wandered from thy footsteps. 

Pity me, God, in my distress; pardon, 
Lord, the evil I have done." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite you 
to remain to share in the beauty of it. 

TODAY AT TWO 

This afternoon at two o'clock the com
bined choirs of the Park Avenue Christian 
Church and the Park Avenue Methodist Church 
will present Honegger's King David. Lyndon 
Woodside will direct the choirs and orchestra 
in the Park Avenue Christian Church, 85th 
Street and Park Avenue. Tickets, costing 
$3.00, will be available at the door. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Finance Committee will meet Thurs
day evening at 7 pm in the Russell Room 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

A popular Bible Class for adults meets 
on Sunday morning at 9:30 in Fellowship 
Hall. Coffee is available and new members 
are always most welcome. William Proctor, 
Lay Leader, serves as class leader. 

NEEDED 

The newly arrived family from Cambodia 
needs one single bed, blankets and other 
household items (no towels). See Meriel 
west at the coffee hour today or call her at 
home (831-7568) or at work (369-6200) for 
more information about the Srey family and 
their immediate needs. 

UMPA KICK-OFF 

The U. M. P. A. Good Neighbor Program 
will be kicking off next Saturday with a bowl
ing party. All those interested in joining 
kids from Upper Madison Avenue United Metho
dist Church for some recreation should meet 
here at 1 pm. We will be bowling at 80th 
Street and York Avenue (75¢ for shoes, $1.35 
per game) and returning ~o the Church after
wards for refreshments. Contact Jan Aldrich 
(744-4655) for further information. 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Our Charge Conference (Annual Church 
Meeting) will be held next Sunday, February 
22nd. Our new District Superintendent, Rev. 
Richard J. Rice, will be present to preach 
at the worship service and to preside at the 
meeting which will get underway around 12:45 
pm following a light "stand-up" lunch. 

I 
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SIXTH. SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
February 15, 1981 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Andante" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

Karg-Elert 

HYMN NO. 66 "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 God, our Father, who hast set forth the way 
of life for us in Thy beloved Son; we confess with 
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reluctance 
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called and we 
have not given heed; Thy beauty hath shone forth, 
and we have been blind; Thou hast stretched out Thy 
hands to us through our fellows, and we have passed 
by. Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend 
our ways and in Thine eternal goodness direct what 
we shall be, in the name and power of Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION- WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "God Is Our Refuge" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM "God, the Lord, Shall Be My Light" 
SCRIPTURE II Samuel 12: 1 - 15 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM "Behold, In Evil I Was Born" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 67 "The King of Love My Shepherd Is" 

No. 570 
No. 792 
No. 740 

Honegger 
Page 273 

Honegger 
No. 809 

SERMON "The Story of David" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 217 "He Leadeth Me: 0 Blessed Thought" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Praise the Lord" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Karg-Elert 

LAY READER 

We welcome Kyle Smith to the lectern today. A 
native of Arkansas and a graduate of Middletown Univer
sity with a major in Accounting, Kyle is a Staff 
Accountant of Peat Marwick & Mitchell, Inc. Kyle, a 
new friend of the Church, first started worshipping 
here back in September. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar are given in loving 
memory of William Andrew Percy by his daughter, Gloria. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr . Morales, Mr. Bates, Mr. 
Hairston , Mr. King, Mr . Kunishima, Dr. Nieratka, Mr . 
Padilla and Mrs. Williams. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for 
us today by Miss Brooks, Mrs. Clements, Mrs. Crist, Mrs. 
Acord, Miss Ferrington, Miss Jennings and Mrs. Demasio. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday morning from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for 
infants and toddlers is available on the 4th floor. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the February issue 
of "A Word In Edgeways". Copies are by the door in the 
narthex. 

"The Upper Room" is also available on the racks. 
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"THE STORY OF DAVID"' . I , . 

INTRODUQ.TION I t.hink that the most interesting stories in the 
world. are st.ories about people - real people, made of 

common clay and yet l1f'ted by life in strange s,nd unpredictable ways 
above the level of the average and the ordinary. Some ot the most 
interesting people lived a long time ago. Their lives are recorded 
:ror us in the pages of our Bibles. There are times, I feel, when we 
see our world and ourselves a little bit better by looking into lives. 

One of the best and one of the oldest stories in the Bible is 
this story of David. His story is so lasting and eo appealing because 
eo many powerful themes are woven into that story. For inetanc·e, if 
you're looking for the Horatio Alger story, youtll find it here in the 
c·onquest of Goliath by a shepherd boy with a slingshot. Or, if you. 
en~oy mystery and intrigue with a bit of an Alfred Hitchcock flavor, 
it s waiting for you in the game of hide and seek that David played 
with a jealous King Saul. Or, if you seek a story of two friends, you 
will find it in the friendship between David and Jonathan. If you 
want your reading to have at least one affair, or if you want a parable 
about s1n and its consequenc·es, you will read it in the story of David 
and Bathsheba. If' you seek a drama about the gulf between a father and 
a son, you will do no better than to read the tragedy of the rebellion 
of Absalom against David. 

To my wa1 of thinking, tbere is no more colorful character 1n 
the Old Test.ament than Davie! - the shepherd boy who rose to become 
King of Israel. SUppose we re·view his story in general and then 
consider, epao1t'1call;y, three- factors about his life that' we would ao 
we·11 to weave into the story of our lives. 

THE' S'!'O'RY BEGINS It all began one day, as far as the Biblical record 
is concerned, when Samuel, G~d 's prophet and king

maker, stopped by the farm of Jesse in the neighborhood of Bethlehem. 
One by one Jesse introcf!uced his sons, seven of them, to Samuel, but 
Samuel was not satisfied that a:Eiy one of' these should receive God's 
blessing as "the anointed one". "Are there any more?" he a.sk:ed Jesse. 
It so happene·d that there was one more, the youngest member of the 
family, David - hardly yet a man, out watching the flocks. David 
was called 1n and he received Samuel's blessing, and here was the 
beginning of a dast1ey that sho.u,ld find echoes eenturies later in 
the song or the angels, "For unto you is born this daJ in the city 
of' David - a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord". 

Things be~an to happen. Israel was at war with the Philistines. 
Three of Jesse s s:one were at the front lines involved 1n the fighting. 
David was sent by his· father to take food to his brothers and to 
chaek on their welfare. Like any normal teenager he kept his ears 
and eya·s open for a little exc-itement along the wa1. And he found 1t. 
He heard the soldiers of Israel talking about a soldier of the 
enemy whose mama was Goliath - a man of unusual size and strength who 
daily challenged the I srael1tes to send one of their number to do 
combat with him. And on the outcome of that personal encounter would 
depend th.e outeome of the war. 

I'm sure you're familia,r with this part cif the story----of how 
David volunteered to take up the ehallenge and how at last King Saul 
gave his approval. 
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And eo David, without any armor, started off to do battle 
with Goliath with only five stones and·:a boy's slingshot while 
h1a countrymen must have shuddered at the pro~p~ct of the slaughter 
that awaited him. And Goliath must have roared with great laughter 
as he saw this young man come out. But - one ::noment and one stone 
later Goliath was on the ground:, and the Israelites were presented 
with the fact of v1etory. I think with all of our sophisticed wis
dom we are apt to smtle knowingly and say, "Ah ••.• sounds like a 
fairy tale" .••• until we stop to think abottt some other things -
Sonny Liston, for instance, going down before Cassius Clay. They 
said he •a never do it ••• beat Liston. But that's not the best 
comparison. Think of the powerful, mighty British Empire be:tng 
brought to its knees by one man - Gandhi - following World War II 
and how the peoryle of India received their indepedence. Or think 
of the inject ion of a tiny. amount of vaccine and the crippling 
effec·ts of' polio once and f'or all be.ing overcome. History can 
supply us with many a footnot~ to the theme entitled "Sea how 
the mighty have fallen". We- t.h1nk: of KPu.sh@ch~PJ 's t'all from p031er. 

It was natural, of course, that the King should la~ish attention 
and .favor upon this young man who hall saved his kingdom. Even 
more so when it became evident to him that this shepherd boy could 
play the harp and that his music would soothe the mood of melancholy 
that all too often came over King Saul. David came to live in the 
palace of Saul, but Saul was one of those terribly mixed up and 
confused persons. Insecure and immature, he simply could not take 
in stride what the Gallop Polls of his kingdom revealed; he couldn't 
taka, the k:nowledge that David was leading him ten to one in the 
popularity polls. He reacted with jealousy toward the rising young 
star on the political horizon of Israel. Nothing would do now 
except to get rid of this young man who was a threat to his own 
posit ion. He tried various schemes in order to get him out of the 
cabinet, but nona of them worked. 

To David's eredlt, let it be said that he never took advantage 
of the situation. A lesser person, finding himself in a posit ion 
of vaor in the royal household, would have grasped every opportunity 
to further his own political ambitions - to shape his own future. 
Most of us, I'm sure, would have acted fa:r different from the way 
David did. David had some admirable powe-rs of self-restraint. Again 
and· again in the biblical ac,count of the times of tension between 
Saul and David, we find this compliment given to the young man -
"And David behaved himself wisely in a.ll his ways". 

One rea.som, perhaps, was the solid friendship between David 
and Jonathan. Jonatha.n was the King's son, and from the beginning 
there was a wonderful bond o~ C'Ompleta understanding and loyalty 
between these two fine young men. Circumstances changed drastically 
~or both - but that friendship never cha.nged. 

In the yea.rs that followed, Saul pursued David relentlessly 
with a fury- and hatred that be-c-ame an obsession. David had to flee 
beyond the borders of Israel to find refuge. Meanwhile Saul's troubles 
piled up; the Ph111st1l'les were again hammering at Israel. Saul's 
three sons ware killed; the king himself wounded· and shortly there
after he took his own life. SuC?b tragedy is re.f'le·cted in Saul's 
suicide. His career ha.d started with such great promise and such 
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great expectation, but as hie power and his prestige gre.w, hie soul 
seemEtd to shrink, and he could think of no one but himself. "Suicide" 
wrote John Schroeder, "is the ultimate of self-consa1ouenees" 

DAVID BECOMES KING But now David was to have his turn as the 
leader of his people. For thirty-three years, 

David ruled over the united Kingdom of all Israel. And hls reign 
stands out as one of the most exemplary in the hist~ry of Israel, 
and ill later generations David's name became a symbol for the kind 
of rule,r that the great prophets of the Old Testament yearned for. 
He was a wise administrator, a skillful commander in ch!'f of his 
armies, a man of great vision, and most of all a. man who could 
neve·r forget the grac:e of God. In the words of the anthem sung 
earlier by the choir, "He ruled justly over men - ruling in the fear 
of God". And blessed are such men ••••• eueh rulers. I should like to 

And yet •••• even so ••• his personal life on occasion ws,s something 
o:f a mess. If only he had possessed the w1 sdom as a husband and a 
father that he had bad as a king and a general - but he didn't. 
His son Absalom, handsome and headstrong, caused him heartache and 
a father's indecision - t•spar1:ng the ·ro·d and spoiling the child" 
brought him eventually parental grief. And then there was that 
affair with B'athsaeba that caused gossip in tba kingdom and 17rought 
outr~ge intc;>. tbe heart of' mal'ly' a parson - outraged· as they saw their 
own ruler disregard one of tbe moral laws. It was Nathan the prophet 
who had the courage to tall the king he had sinned. And remember 
how he d1d this. He told the king a. story about a rich man who 
appropriated' the only lamb that a poor neighbor had possessed. And 
David, who had a great heart, couldn't stand a story like that. "It 
1t!.s true" be storiDEtd', "The man who has done this deserves to die". 
And' :Nathan looked at him and said straight to his face, "You are the 
man". 

At ther.end of his reign and just before his death, David called 
Solomon to him and entrusted him with the leadership of the kingdom. 
uBe strong" he charged his son, "And show yourself a man - and keep 
the charge of the Lord your God - walk- in his ways and k.eep~ 
h1a statutes". One e·omehow sense that for all of David's m1.stakas 
and weaknesses, noaatheless he had earned tbe right to speak those 
words. And we see hera a man for whom we :feel an amazing kinship -
sympathy and regret at his sorrows and sins, and gratitude for his 
goodness and his greatness •••• as a leader of men. 

I. HONEST ABOUT HIMSELF This then, in general, is the story of 
his life - the highli~s, so to apeak. 

SUp':lose now we look at several of the fac·tors which conspired to 
make his name an honored name 1n the Old Tests.ment. First: dwell on 
the fact that he was honest about himself. His ego was neither two 
sizes two small or two sizes too la~ge for the role he was called on 
to play. The people of his country loved him; he was given great 
power. I suppose that any leader who is given such a popular and 
ove.rwhelming mandate to rule finds an inner struggle to maintain 
an even disposition, an honesty with himself. David never deceived 
himself with any inflated notions about his imuortanee or his 
indispensability. Whemever hev1was. the hero of~ the hour, he kept his 
head. A sigh of great leadarsh1u. · 



perous. I would like to leave· you to
night with the words of Abraham Lin
coln: 'Without the assistance of that 
Divine Being who ever attended us, I 
cannot succeed. With that assistance, I 
cannot fail.'" 
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And thus it we.s evan in the aftermath of the triangle. that in
volved Da,vid, Bathsheba, and Uriah. From that. day to this, people 
I think have sought refuge from responsibility for their aetions, 
their transgressions- by pe.selng the buck, by passing the blame on 
someone else, by refusing to honestly appraise themselves. There 'a 
a tendency on the part of all of us to do this sort of thing. It
reminds me of the motto that Harry Truman use to have on hie desk in 
the White House - nThe buck stops here". David was honest about him
self; without in any way condoning the sin, it is a mark of 
spiritual maturity to tJe able to eaJ as he did, "I have sinned against 
Thee, 0 Lordtt. I think Hebrew religion reached a new high here in 
the conc·ept of individual honesty and responsibility. David had it • 
We need more· of this in our li vee. 

II. HE. HAD A FRIEND A sec·ond fac:tor contributing to Davdld 's 
greatness was that he had a friend. You 

cannot explain David without Jonathan· cTonathan was a magnificent 
person. When the t'WQ first met, it was cTonathan who w2"s in the higher 
position - the King's eon, heir to tbe throne. David was Just a 
rarmer!s son, recently come to the big c1ty. Soon it was the other 
way arGund, but it made not the slightest difference in their friend
ship. It was a ftne friendship - wholesome, true. Neither ex
ploited the' other; neither ever read Dale Carnegie's book, "How to 
Win Ft"iends and Influence People". There was a complete underst a.nd1 ng 
and d'eep trust; the kind of fr1endshin that adds immeasurably to the 
soul's dimension. 

Have you ever stopped to consider what the lack of real friends 
can do to people. I have. I've seen it. Certainly a good friend 
with whom you ean be yourself, completely at ease, not weighing your 
wo·rds - this is one of the great treasures of life. The quest ion has 
be·en raised more thall once - what kind of person would Karl Marx have 
been if he had not had such difficulty with his personal relattonships. 
Or Hitle·r - for that matter. Or any of the ten most wanted men on 
the FBI list? Or some of the delinquent young people of this city. 
I think eo mueh o~ the greatness of the world has its roots in strong 
and sustaining friendships that deepen across the years, and eo much 
of the wicked and the weak has developed, I'm sure, because no one 
has seemed· to care. 

If you have a close friend, which is another way of saying, "If' 
you are a friend" you possess one of this world's richest treasures. 
George Eliot put it this wa1: 

III. 

"Oh ••.• the comfort, the 1nexpressi ble comfort of feeling 
safe with a person - having neither to weigh thoughts nor 
measure words, but to pour them all out, just as they are, 
chaff and grain together, knowing that a faithful hana 
will take and sift them, keep what is worth keeping, and 
then, with the breath of kirdness, blow the rest away". 

HE HAD HIS GOD One other observation about David. Not only 
did he have a friend to turn to, but he also 

had a God· to pray to - a God to strengthen and sustain him in those 
difficult moments. His God was a real God· - not just an abstract con
cept, a formula, a hypothesis' - an ambulance service to be called on 
in an emergency. His God made a difference in his lite. You see 
it developing as a shepherd boy in those pslams he wrote: "The Lord 
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1s my shephe.rd. I shall not want"· I think you see it 1n that 
long stretch o·f years when taunted by Saul, he somehow managed to 
keep his life free from bitterness. You see, 1t ·in the confession 
of hie e.1n before the altar, "I have sinned against Thee, 0 Lord". 
You see 1t .. in the rich and deep certainty of those words: nThe Lord 
is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid". You see. it in the 
words spoken to Solomon hie son, "Walk in the way of the Lord. And 
be a man, my son·". 

A college student said he always wanted to go to chapel when 
ever a certain person was to speak. When asked why, he said: 
"He always makes me feel as though I hold in my hand a set of 
aaes that can trumn every trick life can deal". 

David fe·lt such a need, too. And he found the answer in his 
deep religious faith. A man after God's own heart. He was not too 
pl£1oud to ac·knowledge God and to hold out his hand for help and to 
seek guidance. He knew what the Apostle P·aul was writing about 
centuries later when Paul said, "I can do all things in Him who 
strengthens me" • 

PRA'BR: He thank Thee, 0 God, for thy servant of old, this 
man Dav1c1. May the deep faith that an~hored his 

life be also ours. May we always be honest in appraising our
selves. And help us to cultivate deep and lasting rela.tionshipe 
with others as we go on in life - relationships that can stand the 
teet of time and all that 11~e brings to us. We ask this in the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 


