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"THE STORY OF THOMAS, THE DCUBTER 11 

INTRODUCTION Our ~xt for this morning is the story of Thomas, the doubter. 
His story is there for you and for me. It's a story for one 

of those Sunday mornings after Easter. For some reason, Thomas wasn't around for 
the events of Easter. We don't know why; no explanation is given for his absence. 
He just wasn't there, just as you and I and all in the Church since the time of 
Thomas were not there. 

DEVELOPMENT When Thomas heard about the resurrection and the appearance 
of Jesus to the disciples, he said, "Look ••• I don't believe 

it." And furthermore, he said, 

"And I won't believe it until I see in His hands the print 
of the nails, until I place my finger in the mark of those 
nails, until I place my hand in His side". 

And so the next Sunday night, one week later, the disciples gathered to
gether. Jesus appears to them aga.in and this time Thomas is there with them. 
It's a strange scene. Jesus walks right through a closed door and comes before 
Thomas. He singles Thomas out. The other disciples are there, but they play 
no part in this scene. Jesus proceeds to go "one on one" with Thomas, and we 
might add with all those who think that faith has to do with absolute certainty 
or with irrefutable proofs or infallible evidence or incontrovertible fact or 
scientific evidence. 

He gives Thomas a lesson in what constitutes real faith. He invites Thomas 
to make an empirical test, a scientific experiment. "Touch Me" He says. "If 
that's what you want to do, then go ahead •••• touch Me. If your faith is so weak, 
Thomas, that you need some sense data in order to bolster it, then touch Me." 

"But after you have done th@:t, Thomas, how can you be sure that your 
senses weren't playing .t:ric..~softnyy:ou? You know ••• if you want to doubt, you're 
going to doubt. You'll say, 'Maybe I was just seeing things. Maybe I just 
wanted to see and to touch the wonds so much that I imagined I touched and saw 
them'. So if you're determined to doubt ••• if that's your nature ••• then there's 
no end to the possibilities. You can even doubt your own existence ••• doubt 
almost anything. But if you want scientific evidence for your faith, then go 
ahead - touch Me." 

If may have been something like that that Jesus said to Thomas. And the 
point that He was making is that seeing Him is not believing in Him. Seeing Him 
gives no advantage. Even if you have seen, you-must still believe-and that 
involves risk and some courage. You still have to act on what you have seen. 
And that is what constitutes faith. The leap of faith must still be taken. 
That's the point of this text, this story. 

AN IMPORTANT PART Then comes the most important part of the story, a 
part that is sometimes overlooked. The point of the 

story is that Thomas did not accept the invitation to put his fingers into the 
wounds to test their reality. He didn't do it. He had the opportunity to do 
it and he didn't. Just a few days before this he was demanding the chance to 
do it and now given the opportunity he backs off. He declines because he sud
denly realizes that faith is not a matter of infallible signs and absolute proof. 
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He comes to the realization that faith is always a matter of trust and so 
instead of testing the claim he confesses the creed of the Church - as do you 
and I - and he says, "My Lord and My God". And the story ends with Jesus 
bringing the point home with what is called the Last Beatitude which is, 

"Blessed are those who believe without having seen." 

That is you and me. Yes, this story of Thomas is there for you and for me. Let's 
think about it and see if there's something in it for us. "Blessed are those who 
believe without having seen". 

A MODEL FOR THINKING PEOPLE 

marvelous model for thinking 
way of getting to the truth. 
way. 

I wonder ••• and I may be stretching it a bit, 
but can we not say that Thomas is also a 

people, those for whom doubt is not a sin, but a 
Thomas is there for you if your nature tilts this 

And the very fact that this story is featured so prominently is the 
evidence that there were many in the early Church who were like him. They were 
there in Church for the same reason that he was in that room. Not because they 
believed, but because they wanted to believe. They were searchers; they Here 
seekers; they were doubters and they were questioners. They were not unlike many 
people in our churches today. "Lord, I believe" ••• "But help mine unbelief". 

And we know that they were there because the worship of the early Church 
was structured to accomodate them. The first part of the worship was prayers 
and psalms, scriptures and sermon. And the seekers were there with the 
believers. But the second part of the service was Holy Communion, and the 
seekers were as'ked to leave because Holy Communion was only for the "true" 
believer. The collection, incidentally, took place in the first part of the 
service. And also in the first part of the service the Scriptures were read, and 
probably always on one of the Sundays after the celebration of Easter this story 
of Thomas and his doubt was included to help the seekers see what faith was all 
about. It helped them to see that there is a difference between faith and 
certainty, that faith always has the possibility of doubt and therefore in a 
religion of faith the daubers are never to be excluded or made to feel unworthy 
or uncomfortable. That's why Thomas is there. 

Now there are those who think otherwise in our time, whotthink that honest 
intellectual questioning in religion is a form of sin. Their model of what it 
means to be religious is not the apostles. Curiously enough, it's the Pharisees, 
at least as they are portrayed in the New Testament. The Pharisees believed 
that they had all they needed to know about God and the human condition as it 
was set down in the Law. So that if anyone ever asked a question they always 
had an answer. They were not unlike those in our time who go around ringing the 
doorbells and embarrassing us because we can't answer their questions about the 
Bible. The Pharisees are their model; they have chapter and verse for just 
about everything and they make us feel uncomfortable as they quote it. 

Remember that the Pharisees had something like 620 Laws that were supposed 
to cover every area of human life. In addition they had the canonical books of 
the Prophecy, the Tradition of the Elders, and if all else failed, they had the 
writings of the Scribes a),J. in black and white. So if ever you had a question 
all they had to do was look it up and give you the answer. In such a tight 
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system there is no room for doubt, nor is there any need to doubt. In such a 
tight religion doubting is always something of a sin. And one of the ironies 
of history to me is that Christianity which began with the announcement that we 
are liberated, set free from the Law, soon developed its own rigid system of 
doctrines and dogmas and laws, and called "doubt" a sin and excluded Thomas and 
his spiritual offspring who believe rightfully, I think, that doubt is not a sin 
but rather a way of getting to the truth. 

ILLUSTRATION AND FOLLOW UP Thomas Carlyle tells of a country boy who was a 
guest at a formal dinner. In the course of the 

meal he got a large piece of hot potato in his mouth. And much to the 
embarrassment of all the dignified ladies and gentlemen present, he spit it out 
into his hand and put the potato back on the plate. Then he looked at the 
shocked expression on the faces of all the people present and said rather quietly, 
"You know ••• a fool would have swallowed that. 11 

A religion that sets up a system of belief and says that you must swallow 
the "whole thing" or you are outside the means of grace, or you are not 
sufficiently Christian - that's not a religion of faith and I have ~troubles 
with that approach, with that kind of religion. Faith it not certainty and there
fore faith always includes doubt. Who was it who once said, "There's more faith 
in doubt than there is in all the creeds of Christendom?" 

WHAT THEN DOES FAITH GIVE US If our faith cannot give us absolute certain-
ty, then what does it give us? And for the 

answer to this question, let us turn to the Epistle of John, chapter five, verse 
four (page 1067 in the Bible). 

This letter evidently accompanied the Gospel of John as it was passed around 
the early Church. It was a kind of commentary or sermon on the main themeseofGf' 
John's Gospel, rather than a letter as we think of it. In the fifth chapter 
it described the person who lives by faith in the Resurrection. It says, 

"Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is a 
child of God". 

And then it defines the child of God as one "who overcomes the world". And that 
phrase "overcoming the world" hearkens back to the 16th chapter of John's Gospel 
to what is called the Last Discourse where Jesus addresses His disciples for the 
last time before going to the Crucifixion. 

He says to them that He is leaving them for a while, a little while, "and 
then you will see Me". In other words, after the crucifixion He will be 
resurrected and return as the Comforter, the "Spiritl,t - to comfort, the strengthen, 
to sustain them. "Then you will see Me". And He concludes the discourse by 
saying, 

"I have said this to you that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world, you will have tribulation. 
But be of good cheer, I have overcome the world". 

And commenting on that, First John says that faith gives you the power to over
come the world. "This is the victory that overcomes the world - our faith". 
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WHAT DOES THIS HEAN FOR US? Now what does this mean for us. I like to 
think that overcoming the world means having 

"equanimity". What a wonderful word that is! It just comes "trippingly" off 
the tongue - "equantmity". To me, equanimity means composure under tension. 
And that's the gift of faith. It means grace under pressure. Again, the gift 
of faith. That's hrn~ you can tell if somebody believes in the resurrection 
and that God has the final word. Peace. Courage. Equanimity. Compusure under 
tension. Grace under pressure. 

They don't have all the answers, nor do they need all the answers. They 
need only one thing and that is the courage to trust that Jesus is resurrected. 
That's what gives them equanimity - the composure to face whatever happens in 
this world and whatever comes upon them in their lives. Jesus said, 

"In this world you will have tribulation, but 
be of good cheer" ••• because I have overcome 
the world". 

This all means ••• have courage. Look up. Hang in there. "I have overcome the 
world" ••• and all those who believe in Him have overcome it, too - with equanimity. 

CLOSING STORY Let me close this up by telling you a story about a girl who 
took piano lessons from Miss Caroline Walker. Miss Caroline -

as everyone called her - took ten pupils every year, always girls. She was a 
legend in her town and stories were told about her. 

Now Miss Caroline had two objects in mind in her teaching. One was to teach 
her girls to be "ladies" ••• and so she instructed them in manners as well as in 
music. The other goal was to enable them to play one piece perfectly at the May 
recital. And she "drilled" them all year long on that one piece - including how 
to sit at the piano, how to drape their long skirt around the bench, how to stand 
straight, how to fold their hands in front of them and quietly announce what they 
were gotng to play. You get the picture. 

The night of the May recital arrived. It was always held in the high school 
auditorium. The ten girls were sitting nervously backstage waiting their turn. 
Finally it came time for Ann Louise to do "her thing" •• to play her piece. She 
was nervous, close to fainting, had forgotten what she was to say and was sure 
she would never get through her one piece. Her moment arrived. With tension 
mounting within, facing her tribulation without, she went over to the wings 
of the stage where Miss Caroline was waiting for her. Miss Caroline stood behind 
her, put her hands on Ann Louise's shoulders and whispered: 

"You have worked hard and you know your piece, and you 
have nothing to fear. And remember, I am counting with 
you all the way". 

And with a little shove ••• a gentle push ••• Ann Louise went out on the stage 
in fRont of all those people ••• parents and everybody's else parents ••• brothers 
and sisters and boy friends. She launed into her "I shall play for you ••• " speech. 
Then she spread her skirt elegantly, as Miss Caroline had taught her, and then 
sat down on the bench ••• there before the keyboard. It wa.s then she discovered 
that she was more calm than she thought she would ever be. She !mew that Miss 
Caroline was there "in the wings" and she remem oored her last words to her, 
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"I am counting with you all the way". And they were held together in those 
moments by something that went beyond either one of them, beyond the music, 
the audience, the recital itself. Ann Louise re~lized that this moments was 
what she had been preparing for all year long. And the music ••• now at her 
command ••• came cascading out of the baby grand into the darkened auditorium, 
full of life, joy and right on cue. "I'm counting with you all the way" ••• 
that assurance made the difference. 

CONCLUSION And dear friends in Christ ••• in the risen Christ. To have 
faith and assurance in the resurrection is to know that there 

is One now standing in the wings of life, counting with you all the way, 
saying: 

"You have nothing to fear. I have overcome the 
world". 

w 
Play the music of your life, remembering the words of First John, "This is the 
victory that overcomes ••• overcomes even the world." And in the assurance of 
eternal truth you can face life - full of joy, full of life, right on cue, 
knowing that "He is counting with you all the way". Yes, blessed are those who 
believe without having seen and who like Thomas can declare "My Lord and My God". 

PRAYER God and Father of us all •••. for that love that will never let us 
go nor let us down, for that love revealed in the life of our 

risen Lord, Jesus, we give You our thanksl 

And help us so to share in the quality of His life that we may also share 
in the triumph of His victory, remembering how He overcame the world. Strengthen 
us in our faith that we may do the same •••• that our world may be raised to new 
levels of life and of joy. In the name of the Risen Christ. Amen. 



PASTORAL PRAYER: April 21., 1988 

0 THOU who art the SOURCE of all things good, grant that we who are se 
often inclined to remember what we LACK may not forget what we 
have I 

WE BLESS THEE for the warming quality of Spring: for green 
grass, budding trees and longer days; for parks and paths 
and bicycles, and for all the scents and colors that edge 
us each day toward the days of Summer •• , 

AND WE THANK THEE for the interflrlw of ideas, for the sharing 
or convictions, for man's ability to receive and to infuse 
hope, and the lifting play or Divine Truth on the human 
spirit. 

OUR HIGHEST PRAISE we reserve for YOU - our God - whose mercy 
is the same from age to age, and whose life-giving grace has 
been declared and revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Llrd. 

CENTER OUR far-ranging lives in YOOR eternal love, 0 God, that in whatevet
time or c!rcumstanee in this city we may know and reel and celebrate 
Your PRESECNE, Your P<MER, and YOUR PEACE. . 

TO LOOK at us as we sit here this morning, Lord, it would appear that 
our grip on life is fim and th:~.t we're managing things quite 
well, that we have come to terms with our fears, our failures, 
our frustrations •••• 

AND YET, in our eyes as in Your sight, we are not the masters of 
our fate that we so often pretend to be. 

LOOD, we are anxious, deeply anxious about the well ... being of our 
loved ones - children, parents and grandparents. Our jobs, 
oUr wives, our husbands, our health. We worry; too, about ••• 

THE NUMBER and the power of our sins and the tug of these 
temptations with which we constantly wrestle behind clesed 
doors. 

AND SO IN THIS HOUR OF PRAYER THIS MORNING, show us each once again the 
connection between our anxious, restless minds and our lack or 
faith in YOU. 

MAKE REAL in us the glorious, risen life that Jesus brought, 
lest the eares or either self or society rob us or the joy 
or ure. 

AND ANXIOUS though we be about the leng view, help us to take 
without fear the short step immediately before us, knowing 
that or such the story of life is so often written. All 
this we now dare to pray in the name and spirit of Christ. 



GREETING TO THE CHILDREN: Sunday, April 24, 1988 

WELCOME How wonderful to have the boys and girls of our Sunday 
School down here with us this morning for a few minutes. 

They usually join us down here on the fourth Sunday of the month which 
makes the fourth Sunday very special. 

LOOKING AHEAD Next Sunday is the first Sunday of Hay - MAY DAY, 
and the following Sunday - two weeks from today - we 

shall be celebrating Mother's Day •••• and soon after that- Children's 
Day and before we know it, we '11 be climbing on to the buses for our 
Church Picnic. 

Talking about Children's Day in our Church •••• I'm reminded of 
something I read recently about a seven year old girl who was given an 
fWportant part in her Children's Day program. She had to say that line 
of Jesus, "I am the LIGHT of the World" (John, chapter 8. Verse 12). 

You know what happened. Her mind went blank at the moment 
she was to say that line. "I am the light of the world". She looked 
over to where her mother was sitting and her mother came to the rescue 
(as all mothers do) •••• and she mouthed the line for her daughter •••• "I am 
the light of the world". 

The little girl relaxed ••• regained her confidence and in a voice 
like a cheerleader called out, 11My mother is the light of the world". Well 
everyone laughed and clapped. 

It's a good story to keep in mind as we approach Mother's Day. 
But it doesn't have to be a mother ••• for each of us there is someone who 
is a light. Who is that person for you? Call up or write that person 
today and say "thank you" for being a light. 

And then turn the coin over. Jesus also said, "You are the 
light of the world". Are you a light for someone •••• a friend in time of 
need •••• a presence in time of loneliness •••• a comfort in time of stress. 

Jesus wants you to be a light - a light in the world for other 
people. 

THANKS FOR cmUNG 

To be Holy" 

Thank you for coming •••• and now let's all stand 
and sing hymn 266. Verses 1 and 2 of "Take Time 



ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sunday, April 24, 1988 

I. ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

A. Look carefully •••• s.nd you'll see that again today we have 
a rose on the altar •••• 

B. In honor of Christian West Galgano, infant son of Dennis 
and Holly Galgano •••• hrother of Ali ••• born Tuesday, April 
the 19th, Lenox Hill , 'Hospital. 

II. GREETING / VISITffiS 

A. We take this moment to greet the visitors •••• delighted to 
have you with us •••. hope that we shall have opportunity ••• 

B. Be free in the sharing of your name. Fill out a Yisitor 
card, or sign a guest book. Join us on other Sundays ••• come 
and work with us •••• share in fellowship. We minister in the 
name of Christ and it is in His Loving Spirit that ••• 

III. PARISH CONCERNS 

Ao Work begins today on the May issue of our monthly news sheet. 
Lucy Dinnes, Editor, is always happy to receive your con
tributions - notes, articles, announcements, birthdays ••• any
thing you might wish to share with fellew members. Pass on 
to her at the coffee hour •••• or plut it in the Poor Box. 

B. Next Sunday -May Day- will be very special for us •• ofor two 
reasons: first in the morning we shall be receive new friends 
into the membership of our Church. Incidently, we have 17 
people lined up to join next Sunday •••• and there may be more •• o 

if you're interested in "strengthening a tie" with the Church 
next Sunday •••• a new friend •••• mention this to me following 
the service. 

c. And then in the eYening we'll have another of our Fellowship 
Suppers •••• snd a program arranged by the Outreach Committee. 
Focus on Search and Care and also the Methodist Camp Service. 
Sue Chandler will be with us. Also Eleanor Minus. Focus on 
our "seniors" and also the children. Sign the chart today for 
your contribution for the food table •• o 

IV. OFFERING 

A. "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In this spirit, 
let us worship God with our morning offering. 



ANTHEM: "Alleluia" 

The word "alleluia" forms the text for 
the first of today's two anthems. 

ANTHEM: "Sicut Cervus" 

"As a hart desires the waterbrooks, so 
longs my soul after Thee, 0 Lord." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Wednesday evening at 6:15pm in the 
downstairs choir room. 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4 

The Oratorio Society of New York under 
the dorection of Lyndon Woodside will pre
sent the concert version of the opera, 
Orfeo, by Gluck on Wednesday evening, May 
4th, at Carnegie Hall with Dame Janet Baker 
in the starring role. Tickets are still 
available at the box office, but they're 
going fast. 

A ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

The rose on the altar today is in honor 
of Christian West Galgano, infant son of 
Holly and Dennis Galgano, born Tuesday, the 
19th of April, at Lenox Hill Hospital. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "'Hounds of Heaven" will meet on 
Tuesday evening at 6:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall. George Leopold serves as leader. New 
friends are always welcome. Old ones, too. 
Now's a good time to join the "Hounds" as 
study of a new book, Mere Christianity, by 
C. S. Lewis is getting under way. 

ADULT FELLOWSHIP MOVIE NIGHT 

The Adult Fellowship is sponsoring a 
movie night on Thursday evening, April 28th. 
The winner of last week's voting will be 
announced today. We'll come together in 
the early evening and travel together to 
see it and hopefully, sit together. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

New members will be received into the 
Church next Sunday morning. Persons who 
are interested in strengthening a tie with 
the church at this time are invited to 
share word of their interest with Mr. Clarke 
as soon as possible. Today, if possible. 

\ 

' 



OUR MONTHLY NEWS SHEET 

Work begins today on the May issue 
of our monthly news sheet. Lucy Dinnes, 
Editor, is always pleased to receive your 
contributions for it - personal notes, 
birthdays, program announcements, articles 
of interest. Pass them on to her at the 
coffee hour today, or if you fail to catch 
up with her, put them in the Poor Box in 
the Russell Room. 

YORKVILLE COMMON PANTRY 

The food baskets are out today to re
ceive your food donation for the Yorkville 
Common Pantry. The fourth Sunday of the 
month is our designated Sunday for. this out
reach. Cereal and honey are on the list of 
suggested donations for this month. 

MAY DAY FELLOWSHIP SUPPER 

You're invited to share in next Sunday 
evening's Fellowship Supper and Outreach 
program. The supper will be at 6:30 in our 
Fellowship Hall. Following the evening 
meal, we shall have the opportunity to hear 
about the work of Search and Care by Sue 
Chandler, Director. We shall also hear 
from Eleanor Minus, Director of the Metho
dist Camp Service of the United Methodist 
City Society. 

Sponsored by the Outreach Committee 
of our parish, the evening will offer some 
enjoyable moments of fellowship together as 
well as acquaint us with the work of two 
outreach programs our church is supporting. 
The meal will be similar to the Fellowship 
Supper of March 20th that attracted 65 
people. Be sure to sign up downstairs for 
what you will bring for the supper table. 
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ORGAN 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
April 24, 1988 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

"Adagio" 

HYMN NO. 77 "Come , Christians, Join to Sing" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

He lp us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to oth
ers in this world. Save us from loving religion 
instead of You. Take fire and burn away our hy
pocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that 
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the 
tears of those we hurt. Take love and plant 
it in our hearts, that peace and joy may be made 
real for all people everywhere. For we ask these 
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

Bach 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

GREETING TO THE BOYS AND GIRLS 
HYMN NO. 266 "Take Time to Be Holy" 

*** 
(Verses 1 and 2) 

ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Alleluia" 
John 20: 19 - 29 
I John 5: 1 - 5 

Pergolesi 
Page 945 

Page 1067 

ANTHEM "Sicut Cervus" Palestrina 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 451 "0 Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing" 
SERMON "The Story of Thomas, The Doubter" 
HYMN NO. 455 "Crown Him with Many Crowns" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Fugue in G" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Bach 

LAY READER 

We welcome Effie French to the lectern today. A na
tive of Athens, Greece, Effie graduated from the Univer
sity of Oklahoma with an MA degree, she works with the 
NYC Public Schools. Here in the church she serves on 
the Membership Committee and is Co-chair o f the ushers. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given in loving 
memory of Ruth Morris Brugmann by her daughter Charlotte 
Kittilsen and granddaughters Kristina and Loren. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Cheryl Kolleger and John 
Lombardo. The ushers are Jacqueline Notestine, Kenneth 
Borgeson, Dee Downing, Michael Hayes, Gary Klein, Michael 
Schaffield and John Simms. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Bob Gardner, Ken Borgeson, Sharon DuPonte, Bobbie 
Heron, Julie Hymen, Lucene Inniss and Lita Reyno. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery care for 
infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor in 
the Day School room. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday mornings at 
9:15 in Fellowship Hall. John Simms is currently leading 
the class of 20 in a four month study of Methodism. 


