
tHOUGHTS FOH THANKSGIVING 

INTRODUCTION Rowland Howard once put into words a very simple, 
yet a very pr.ofound fact of lH'e when he said: 

"You never miss the water until the well runs dry 11
• 'l'he meaning 

of those words is not particularly difficult for us to grasp. They 
simply mean that we never stop to realize how much we depend on 
water as lonr- as we have all that we want. As long as we can 
turn on the fauc~t .and see the fresh, clean pure water flow out 
without the slightgst sign of stopping, we don't think too much abou1 
it. We take it for granted. In fact, we're even so bold as to 
waste some of it. Not until there comes a dry summer and we "re 
limited in the amount of water that we can use, not until we turn 
on the faucet and hear the empty rush of air, do we begin to realize' 
how much we depend on water- to quench our thirst, to bathe our 
bodies, to water our gardens and to wash our clothes. 

"You never miss the water until the well runs dry". It's true 
of a greAt many things in life that really ma.tt.er. ,l!'or instance, 
we never really appreciate !'ood until we're forced to go a day or 
two without a meal. We never realize what a blesAing health is 
until we're sick, or see someone else who is extremely 111. We 
never realize how much the church means to us until we're in a place 
where t,here is no church, and then we begin to realize how much we 
counted on it. Even the people that we love the most we are apt 
sometimes to take for granted, not fully realizing how much they 
mean to us until we • re in danger or losing them. And then, rather 
late in the day, we begin to count them among our treasures. l!.;ven 
GOd himself we take for granted, not realizing how depencent we are 
on him· until we go through one of those terrible periods that we· 
refer to as a "dark night of the soulu. 

"You never miss the water until the well runs dry". I'm· not 
suggesting this this morning with any intent to scold. :F'ar from it, 
I'm simply suggesting it as a fact about human nature, for it 1s 
true that most of us do not miss the water until the well runs dry. 
Ana adaed to this fact is another observa.t ion, one also drawn from 
our own experience, namely this that usually the most thankful 
people are the ones who have been through some dark hours of life 
ana have experienced difficult Clays. Right away we're reminded of 
the Pilgrim Fathers of 1621, and how thankful they were on that 
first 'l'hanksgiving'. They had been desparately hungry. They had 
been throgh one long de vast at ing winter, and it had mowed many of 
down like the grass of the field, and now when the harve et assure·d 
them of more than enough food for the next winter, their gratitude 
was unbounded and unlimited. 

Db;VELO.P:MENT "You never miss the water until the well runs 
dry". I'd like to have you think about this today, 

in reference to your own life, letting your imagination run off in 
all different directions. You .. know as we,ll as I do that there are 
ma.ny things and many people we take for granted; things and people 
for which and for whom we ought to be very thankful. 

As I was preparing this sermon this past week, I kept thinking 
back to something that happened three years about this til)le of year. 
The teen-age young people connected with the church that l waa 
serving at that time gave an offering to CARE, and it, in turn, was 
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used to sand packages of surplus food to people in Europe and 
Asia. Letters soon came ba.ck to us from people who h::td received 
these packages. Thetr eense of gratitude was almost beyond our 
understanding - eo much of it for so little. One can of dried 
milk, one can of salted butter, one can of cheese - such as these· 
filled their hearts with thankfulness. There was one letter that 
came back which I filed away hOGing someday to weave it into a 
sermon on Thanksgiving Day Sunday. I "d like to share the lette·r 
with you this morning: 

Dear Sir Reverend: 

At first, I have to excuse me, that I 
thank you so late for your find parcel. You 
have no idea how glad I was when it arrived. 
The fresh butter, I.l1ke so much, here butter 
is so expensive, tha.t I never buy it. And 
tha cheese is so very good, every day l think 
gratefull for you. The milk also is good, 
every day I think you are not angry that I send 
some of it to my cousin in East Germany. He · 
also will have a gre1t joy. I hBve all the 
things in the cellar, so I have for a long time. 

Excuse that I am writing so late, I was 
with my grandchildren, they also. have chtldren. 
We all are full of gratitude for the American 
people who help so much the unknown, that is a 
practical Christianity. I think we have to 
learn from you eo muc~. 

You can be assured that I think full of 
gratitude for you. I am sorry the letter is 
full of faults, long ago I went to the school. 
Please excuse me. 

Agnes ..••••.....• 
(driven away from 
her home in Silesia) 
76 years ollil!. 

so much gratitude for so little. And perhaps it wouldn't be out of 
place for me to remind you that we're still collecting clothes for 
over-seas relief here at the church. People in flight from the 
Eastern port ion of Germany are now facing a German winter, and we 
oue.ht not to forget the people. The need is as great c:ts it ever 
was. We can all share something. Bring it to the church before 
Saturday, and we' 11 handle it from that point on. 

Dale ·carnegie, in his book, "HOW TO STOP WORRYING AND START 
LIVING" refers to a convert·sat ion that l'Je once had with Eddie 
Rickenb.<Jcker. He asked him what the biggest lesson was that he had 
learned from drift 1ng about with his companions for twenty-one day 
in life rafts, hopelessly lost in the Pacific. "The biggest lesson 
I learned from that experience" he said 11 was that if you have all 
the fresh water you want to drink and all the food you want to eat, 
you ought never to complain Rbout anythingu. J::..me /IJ,~!?/ ..z:. ~~/,.O~c><?., a// C)t'-
as a.-10""~ 0.0 .?0.&4!- "TO A~~& -?.I/3EK · . . • l ' 

It is tn:ue 1 is it not 1 that usually the most thankful people 
are those who have experienced trouble in their own lives and have 
worked their way through it. 
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TROUBLE: ITS RELATION Perhc,ps thts puts trouble in a new light. 
To be sure, no one enjoys trouble. We all 

gu~=~rd a.~ainst it. In fact, our whole economy is planned to protect 
us from trouble and to keep us comfortable from the cradle to the 
grave. But in sp 1 te of all we can do, there are times when trouble 
hits us all. The well runs dry, so to speak, sooner or lat~~~· And 
when the trouble comes, we become very awAre of the water itself, 
ana of our Clependence upon it. I suppose we knew it all the time, 
but we never really took it in. And so one we 11 after a not her may 
run dry. The bodv gives out, we lose our job, our money slowly 
disappears, the person we love is taken fro;: us, we lightS!3P..ll aroun'd 
us begin to go out. We know from experience that when this he.ppens 
to some people they go all to pieces, but not most people. Most 
people begin to grow. They grow more conscious of life outside 
themselves and beyona themselves. They grow in their understanding 
of life. The range of their sym,pathies increases, and their 
imaginations begin to stretch so that perhaps for the first time 
they see how others live, and through what'dark and deep valleys 
they have had to travel. 

And so waen the well begins to fill up once again (as it 
normally does), then their hearts sing for joy and they enter the 
ranks of t.hose who praise God from whom all blessings flow. On 
the other hand, the well may n~t fill up. It may,rema1n as dry as 
the desert sand. The body may not revover its strength. The person 
you love may not get well. The money may not begin to flow in 
again. The food may not arrive. The tide may not turn. WHAT THEN?? 
When that happens a may must then dig a deeper well. This is what 
a man in the aountry may do if his well goes dry and it appears it 
is not going to fill up. He digs a deeper well. And in turn this 
is what a person in trouble ought to do. He ought to reach down 
to the deeper wells, to the spiritual resoucces that hitherto may 
have been untapped; he digs deeper and deeper until he strikes the 

. vein of the unseen world, and in this new world his life expands and 
takes on a new dimension. 

Have you exer stopped to consider who the greatest people are 
that you have ever known? Not great in the sense that their names 
rna.y appear in WHO'S WHO, but great in the sense that they were or 
are transmitters of life to everybody around them? Are they the 
ones whose wells never ··'lent dry? I don't think so. Aren't they ~ 

\
\the ones who almost in every case, when their well went dry, e:tther 
waited patiently for the rains to fill lhP up again, or dug a 
deeper well nearby. And which are the great nations of the e9..rth, 
e.nd at what hour were they at their greatest? When the well was full, 
or dry? I leave that for you to answer, and I move n uickly on 
to tn ink of our own nat ion in the lia:ht of some of these thin? s 
that we have been touching upon here this morning. 

OUR OVI.N 1'-JA'l·L01~ l might as well come directly to the point. 
J.1~ Ll.un.1. U.t' ALL .1.nl.~ In this country our danger, at the present 

time, is not poverty, but prosperity. Our 
trouble ts not that we have too little. Our trouble is· thq.t we 
have almost too :nuch for our own good. Our well is overflowing, at 
least at the moment, and the oil wells of Texas are a symbol of 
the extravagant wealth of our country. It would be silly for me to 
suggest that there's anything intrinsically evil about it, because 
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there isn't. But it is only common sense to say that in the light 
of history, no nation ever thrives for long on prosperity. \¥hen a 
nation begins to take f.:or granted the water and the oil, the coal 
and the soil, the waterways and the harbors - when it begins to 
waste such things instead of thankglhg God for them, - when it 
becomes aware only of its own life forgetting the life of the world 
around it, then it is on the v:erge of danger and decay. 'l'here are 
nations in the world today that may go down because they have too 
little. Wars is a different danger. We may go down because we 
have too much. 

CLOSING "You never miss the water until the well runs dry•• •••• so 
goes the proverbial wisdom. It isn't strictly true to 

say that we never miss the water unt 11 the we 11 runs dry, because 
sometimes we do. 'l"here are some people who do appreciate the water 
before it runs dry. There are some people who are aware and 
sensitive in the midst of plenty. 'l'here are some people who are 
thankful and who do appreciate their families and friends while they 
are in their immediate company. 

'1'hey are the ones who have made it almost a habit to give thanks. 
To think of the water when they turn it on and silently thank God 
for it. To think of the food on the table and acknowledge their 
dependence·upon it and their good fortune in having :tt. 'l'hey are 
the ones whose imaginations begin to stretch so that while they are 
enjoying a huge Thanksgiving Day dinner, they can still think of 
the people ac'ross the seas who seldom get a sauare meal, and they 
can imagine what it is like to be hungry. They are the ones who 
next Thursday will make it a point to get to church instead of 
hurrying out to a foot ball game or off to see the Macy' s parade. 
They appreciate the fact that the spirit of man must be trained· 
just the same as his body, and if.they do not set specific times to 
stop and think about the seriousthings in life, these things little 
by little slip away ana are forgotten. The result may be that 
their families grow up in prosperity with more than enough food, 
with two or three automobiles, with good schools and every 
opportunity to succeed. But the cupboRrd inside is bare. The 

{ 
awareness, the sensit 1 veness, the imagination which are the aualit i.e.~ 
of greatness in a man have been left to lie idle until they are 
limp and powerless. As long as the well is full, they never miss the 
water, let alone thank God for it, and when the we 11 runs dry 1 

the dryness of the well is exceed only by the dryness of their own 
spirit. 

Well then, these are just some of the thoughts I wanted to 
share with you on this Thanksgiving Day Sunday. Some of you may 
be saying- well, thRt 1 s just aboui what I expected to hear. That 
may be true, but I think it 1 s well for us to be reminded of some of 
the things -from time to time. Most of us have a great deal for which 
to be thankful. Never forget however that with prosperity and 
privilege there goes a genuine responsibility of sharing wha.t we have 
with others. We have been a most favored people. We ought to be a 
most generous people. We have been a most bles§ed people. We ought 
to be 'a:IiiOS't"thankful people. And eo may your Thanksgiving experience 
in the year of our Lora 1958, be tempered with humility 1 by sympathy 
for ~hose who lack abundance, and by compassion for those in want. 

PRAtER: Help us our Father to appreciate the simple beauty and the 
mysterious glory of thy creation. Save us from taking it for 
granted. Spare us too from softness of spirit and hardness of 
heart. Let our thankfulness continue as long as we live. Amen 






