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11 TOGETHF.R OR NOT AT AL111 

TEXT: "You will not see my face except your brother be with you" 
(Genesis 43: 3) 

INTRODUCTION So spake the incognito Joseph to his brothers that day long ago 
in Egypt when they came before him in quest of food. You may re

member from your Sunday School days that a famine in Canaan had driven them to 
desperate measures. They came ten strong from the home of their father, Jacob, 
to beg for the chance to purchase food from the Egyptians. But they should have 
come eleven strong. Benjamin, the youngest and Jacob's favorite son, was not 
there with them. They would receive help all right, but not until all the 
brothers came. Joseph was in the driver's seat now. The conditions were his to 
set. They could either all come together or do without food. He said to them: 
"You will not see my face except your brother be with youl 11 That was it1 

TRANSITION These words 
stay within 

to mind within the context 
here at home and abroad. 
you". 

of Joseph spoken long ago to his brothers refuse to 
the framework of that original scene. They keep coming 
of present day problems and pressing concerns both 

"You will not see my face ••••• except your brother be with 

INTERNATIONAL SCENE First, consider them within the context of the international 
scene. How we yearn to see the face of peace and the end to 

war as a means of settling our disputes. The fury of war, not to mention its 
futility and its cost in human life, prompt.:fthe hearts of men everywhere to call 
down that day "when swords shall be beaten into ploughshares and spears into 
pruning hooks" and man shall study war no more. 

Why? Why then do wars and the rumors of war persist? Primari~ because 
nations who prosper fail to bring their brothers with them. David Read, M·inister 
of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church over here at 74th Street, offered an in
teresting observation in an article of his recently published. Said he: 

"It is a sobering thought that affluent nations are much more 
inclined to pray for peace than those who live in poverty and 
hunger. If I lived in a luxurious castle with every comfort 
and was surrounded by villages of starving people, I should 
pray very sincerely for peace. But I doubt if they would. This 
is no reason why we who live in an affluent society should not 
pray for peace, but it is a reminder that our prayers should 
comprehend the causes of war, should line the thought of peace 
with that of justice, and should stimulate us to support every 
effort that is being made to eliminate the evils that are the 
breeding ground of war". 

He puts it well. When the history of this past decade is written will it 
point up that the tragedy of Vietnam centered in our failure as a nation to under
stand and recognize that people long the victims of colonial exploitation want 
nothing more or less than the chance to stand tall and breathe free? And opposi
tion to this war is not traceable to a decline in patriotism, but rather to a 
sense of shame and frustration that our nation has been resisting the aspirations 
of the little man and propping up a "land-lord" government in the process. 

And some lines taken from a recent article that appeared in "The American 
Scholar" lend support to this claim. The author, a professor in California, contends: 



- 2 -

"The r1s1ng tide of anti-.1\.rnericanism throughout the world 
rests, in part, upon older images of the United States as 
materialistic, as business dominated, even in some place 
as threat to the status quo. But primarily it rests upon 
something new - the conviction of many that the United 
States has somehow forsaken its traditional role as the 

::.idealistic nation, as the country that represents the dream 
of the common man for a better life for himself and his 
family, as the society that has always sympathized with the 
underdog and with those struggling to improve their position. 
In the view of many, in short, we no longer seem to speak 
the language of the oppressed". 

Is this a valid criticism? Has this happened to us as a nation, a people - without 
our knowing it? 1Plfte=&lieP it fias BP aot3 it PO~Fesents · a -growing eonceFn ·aJid--a trend 
that ;,e HMs'b seel~ -to- eM b=a:nel e1:i:m::i:na:be::f:t:.omc. the blood ~tr ea:t11 of bhEY n-ctti-on. God 
said, "It is not good for man to be alone". Nations were made to live in pro
ductive interdependence with each other. And until we come to a better distribution 
of goods and power, there will not be true peace for any of us. The Ambassador 
to the United Nations from the Republic of Senegal was quoted recently as saying: 

"The mystique that the technical progTess of today's world 
needs is first of all a revival of spiritual values, and then 
a mystique based on brotherhood, mutual assistance, and a 
more equitable distribution of the world's wealth for the sake 
of universal peace and above any national or individual egotism" Veterans I 

on this weekend: 
The voice of international peace would seem to be saying to us in this hour 

when some momentous things are taking place and decisions being made that will in
fluence the peace of the world for some time to come - in Peking, in the China 
debate at the United Nations, in other places around the world - the voice of 
international peace would seem to be saying, "You will not see my face except your 
brother be with you". 

NATIONAL SCENE The truth holds for peace within our own borders, too. How can 
we find or live in peace with one another when half the nation 

has too much and the other half has too little. And whether we like it or not, 
the impoverished of our society are not as quiet and reticient as they -vrere in the 
past. 

Some time ago I got interested in reading The Autobiography of William Allen 
White. There's one place in the book where he talks about a grasshopper plague 
that affected southern Illinois back before the turn of the century. Many farmers 
were plunged into privation and near starvation by this strange visitation. White's 
father was a druggist and a politician. Aid for the stricken farmers was kept in a 
shed at the back of his house -- barrels of beans, great stacks of bacons and hams, 
sacks of flour, sugar and clothing. But William Allen White, liberal though he was 
by the standard of his day, commented: 

"It is to the everlasting credit of the settlers who were suffer
ing the keen pangs of hunger that they came for their aid at 
night and sometimes late at night, not to be seen taking aid by 
their fellows. It was a galling thing to take aid, yet it was 
that or starve. So my father did not keep the aid room at the 
drug store. Often he was wakened at night to get aid for some poor 
man who begged him never to tell". 
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Well, it was all part of the game - that the well-to-do should attach a moral 
stigma and a heavy onus to poverty. In our time the down and out are shucking their 
shame and putting much of the blame - and rightly so - on the system. 

As you and I know, black people in our society do bear a disproportionate 
share of America's poverty. It's natural, therefore, that they should lead the 
resistance to the status quo. The problem as I see it is that for many years we neglected, 
forgot to bring these brothers with us enroute to our own prosperity. Flip Wil-
son had a new interpretation of the Golden Rule for us in one of his shows last 
Spring. It went something like this: "Those who have the gold make the rules". 

And so many of us at times can be like Archie in "All In the Family". His 
wife was out shopping some time ago and found that little plaque that many of us 
have seen that says "Prayer Changes Things". She bought it and took it home and 
put it up in the living room. When Afchie came home he looked at it, tore it 
down and said, "I don't want things changed. I like them the way they are" 

Each major institution in our society, caught in the swirl of revolutionary 
change, seems to think it should remain the same while it directs the change. 
Universities are saying, let us be and we'll help redirect the revolution. 
Business is saying, let us continue and we will help bring the new to pass. Govern
ment is saying, let us continue and we will watch over the revolution. The church 
likewaise wants to remain the same in order to do a directing and surveillance job 
on the rest of the nation. The test, I suppose - after all the articles, the 
rhetoric, the talk, the meetings - the acid test collectively and individually is: 
what have we parted with in the way of power or weaath to help bring our brothers 
along. 

We are not going to meet the unresit of our time armed only with verbal 
platitudes. To seek to respond in that way would be like trying to cap a geyser 
with a paper plate. vJe will not see peace, true and lasting peace, any of us, 
within the borders of this land "except •••• our brother be with us". 

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD'f The truth also speaks to our relationship with God. 
We've heard a great deal in recent years about the 

alleged decline of religious faith in America. Some say the decline is traceable 
to science and its influence, others say it is due to technocracy, still others 
to the busyness of a public that doesn't have time for God, and still other to the 
affluence that perhaps makes us feel at times as though we have graduated beyond a 
need for God. 

Let me suggest yet another possibility to the list of reasons for the decline. 
It may be as simple as this - we are finding it difficult to believe in God because 
we come to him with our prejudice. It is a credit to true religion that in a man's 
quest for God he must either give up his prejudices or give up his search. I re
member hearing Dr. Campbell of Riverside Church tell a group of ministers last 
April that after the Black Manifesto was delivered to Riverside Church in May of 
1969 that he and his people received hundreds of letters from all over the land. 
Some were supportive; but most of them were critical. And making all due allow
ance for the fact that those who wrote were particularly agitated and afflicted 
with some prejudice, he came away from that experience with the feeling that there 
is more prejudice in our country than he thought there was. Is it any wonder that 
we don't find God? Or that the church puts a lot of us off? That religion makes 
us feel uncomfortable? 

gospel ballad, 
Contrary to that popular ballad of fundamentalism, we do not come to the 

garden alone - ever. We enter the place of spiritual communion trailing the 
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associations and the relationships of our common life. One man and a God might 
have religion, but it takes at least two men and God to have Biblical religion. 
John, in his Gospel, put it very straight when he wrote: 

"If any one says I love God and hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, 
cannot love God whom he has not seen". 

CLOSING To see the face of peace among the nations; to see the face of peace 
within our land; to know the peace of God within our own hearts, we 

must look to our relationships with others. As the poet put it: 

"TJ..'found myself naked and hungry, 
In a cold and hostile land. 

So I turned to my friend 
And my friend eluded me; 

I sought my God 
And my God forsook me; 

Then I searched for my brother 
And found all three". 

11\lhat Joseph said to his brothers, peace is saying to us: "You will not see my face 
except your brother be with you". 

PRAYER Remind us in these moments, Our Father, that no individual can live 
alone, that no nation can live alone. We know that the world in which 

we live is geographically one and the challenge that faces us is to make it one in 
terms of brotherhood. Help us, 0 God, to learn to live together as brothers, 
before we perish together as fools. Tied together in a single garment of destiny, 
help us to weave patterns of love, compassion and concern for others. In the 
spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 

. 
I 



TODAY'S ~lUSIC: A.1'JTHEM 

"How lovely is Thy dwelling place, 
0 Lord of Hostsl My soul longeth, yea 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord; my 
soul and boc.y crieth out, yea, for the 
living God. Blest are they that d~cll 
1-vi thin Thy house; they praise Thy name 
ever more. 11 

QUARTET 

110 Lord Jesus Christ, King of Glory, 
deliver the souls of all the faithful de
parted from the pains of hell and from the 
dGep pit; 

Deliver them from the lion's mouth, 
that hell engulf them not, nor they fall 
into dark.!ess; 

But that H::.chael, the holy s-t.andard
bearer, bring therr. into the hc>ly light_, 
which thou onc3 d~dst promise to Abraham 
and his seed. 11 

YO'L .. NG ADULT SUPPER CLUB 

All young adults of the Chur~h are invited 
to the Yo~ AC.ult Supper Club th:.s cmring W8d.
nesday, October 27th. We will sh&re in an Afri
can Safari, which will include slides and narra
tion of Mr. and Mrs. David Lo••' s recent trip to 
Africa. Dinner at seven o'clock for only $1.50. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS ON SALE 

Christmas Cards are presently on sale in 
the Community :!loom during Coffee Hour. Take a 
few moments to brouse through the lovely card 
selectioa. 

NE\v MEMBERS TO JOIN 

The date of the next membership reception 
is November 21st. Those who are interested in 
strengthening a tie with the Church through 
membership are invited to speak to one of the 
ministers. 

FRIDAY, NOVEl1BER 19: THE ANNUAL FAIR AND DINNER 

Circle the date November 19th today in order 
not to miss the Annual Fair and Dinner sponsored 
by the \rJomen: s SoC'.iet;y- of Christian Service 3 

T ic:<::ets will s oon be on -sale a 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
October 24, 1971 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN 11Priere 11 Jongen 
CALL TO 1tJORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 4 11Sing Praise To God Who Reigns Above" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Host merciful Father, we have done little to 
forward thy kingdom in this world, to foster the 
brotherhood of man, and to establish love as the 
law of life. We have allowed self to blind us, 
pains to embitter us. Pardon our shortcomings; 
forgive our neglect ;. give us a pure heart intent 
on pleasing Thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek first thy kingdom and thy righteousness. 
And make us to come, as came Thy Son, not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister. He ask this 
in the spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen 

SILENT MEDIT~TION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 

SACRA~W,NT OF BAPTISM 

ANTHE11 "Hmv Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place 11 

(From The Requiem) 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAY'2R 

Genesis 43: 1 - 10 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERN 
QUARTE'r 11 0ffertorium" From The Requiem 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFJ:i'ERING vJITH THE IDXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 256 "Be Thou My Vision 11 

Brahms 

Verdi 

SERMON "Together Or Not At ./\1111 Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 199 110 Brother Man, Fold To Thy Heart" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN 11Choral 11 

~H~* Interval for Ushering 

Jcngen 

SACRAMENT OF BAPT:SM 

This morning we are baptizing Christopher Lawrence 
Brown, son of Mr. and Mrs . James E. Brown, and Alexander 
Marlin Wallace, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul vJallace. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and t ea will be served in the Community Room 
after the service. Members and friends are invited to 
share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Hrs. Hull, Mrs.· Clarke, Mrs. Harley, Mrs. Henry, 
Mrs. Hughes, Miss Pembrook and Mrs. Scutt. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the Altar are given in memory of 
Jonathan Frederick Clarke by Rev. and Mrs. Philip Clarke 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr. Brown, Mr. Bierbaum, Mr. 
Hughes, and Mr. Worley. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Sessions of church school for children are offered 
every Sunday morning from eleven to twelve. Nursery 
care for infants and toddlers is provided on the third 
floor from ten to one. Church School classes meet on 
the fourth floor. 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Membership Committee will meet today at one 
o'clock in the lounge area on the Third Floor. 

\VONEN TO MEET 

The women of the church will meet for a work ses
sion on Thursday evening, October 28th. Doors open at 
six o lcJ..r) <:.k . All HOm'3n of the church are ir.vited. 


