
"TREASURES OF DARKNESS" 

INTRODUCTION I don't know how it is with you this morning, but for ma.n..Y' 
people there seems to be a period from early January to mid

February when all the things which we pushed aside in the press of the seasonal 
celebration of Thanksgi~ing and Christmas come out again to burden us. It's 
about this time of year that many come down with that old affliction of the 11mid
Winter11 blues• Fighting colds and flu germs and facing the same old problems, 
we become blue. Discouragement take.s hold. 

DEVELOPMENT Here's a student who is just not making it. As exams come 
around, he's more and more depressed and feels that perhaps the 

best thing for him would be to cut and run. He doesn't haw any plan. He just 
knows that the pressures on him are quite severe. 

Or, here is a person who is carrying a major family responsibility on his 
back. He didn't ask for this responsibility, but it has been thrust upon him 
and he can't refuse it. Tired ••• discouraged, it seems to him that there will 
never be an end to the pressures and the drain upon his resources and energies. 

Or, here's a person who is carrying the burden of illness •••• days filled with 
pain and nights filled with wakefulness. Each day seems to bring another crisis 
and she wonders how much a person can take when just staying alive seems to take 
so much strength. 

Or, here's a couple whose marriage has gone sour. They started out together 
long ago, but they have moved farther and farther apart almost without noticing 
i~ into two separate worlds and suddenly they find that they have lost touch 
with each other. They don't know whether it ·is easier to go through the struggle 
of working their way back together again or just to give up and call it quits. 
Feeling frusted and defeated, they aren't sure which way to go. 

If these illustrations strike a familiar chord or if you find yourself 
wanting to add your own situation to the list, then you are the person for whom 
today's sermon may have meaning. The easy thing, I suppose, would be to smile 
and say, "Have faith. Hang on. Better times are ahead. It's going to get 
better. There will be a happy ending. Wait and see." But that kind of 
approach would be dishonest and deceiving. For some of us the pain, the dark 
nights, the quiet suffering, the conflicts, pressures and strains are not going 
to go away. What we most need is a world that will help us live in the midst 
of them. fJAJse _ 

TREASURES OF DARKNESS I want to talk for a little while this morning about 
the treasures of darkness. The phrase and the title 

come from a sentence of Leslie Weatherford, the English preacher. He once 
said in a sermon, 

"I can only write this simple testimony. Like all men, I love 
and prefer the sunny uplands of experience vlhen health, happi
ness and success abound; but I have learned more about God, 
life and myself in the darkness of fear and failure than I have 
ever learned in the sunshine. There are such things as the 
treasures of darkness. The darkness, thank God, passes, but 
what one learns in the darkness, one possesses forever!" 

Treasures of darkness. What are some of them? 



- 2 -

EVERYBODY IS HURTING One thing is that just about everybody is hurting. 
It 1 s amazing how much "hurting" there is under those 

bright faces we put on - how much heartache, suffering and loneliness. In to 
the lives of everybody comes pain, sickness, frustration, failure, defeat and 
death. This, I suppose, is part of what it means to be human. PaiR • &A 9&8 

f0111tt or amnhef' is the lot of every nanr. There's no ~gic umbrella that can 
shield any of us from trouble no matter how hard we might wish it. 

Somewhere a myth began that if a person were holy enough or piouB enough 
or religious enough, life's troubles would pass him by. It isn't necessarily 
so. Take the case of Paul, the great Apostle. Pious, yes. Holy, yes. 
Religious, yes. Nobody would ever que~tion the depth of his commitment or his 
position as one of the great men of the faith and of history. If anybody had 
the right to feel that God ought to protect him, it would be Paul. 

But he was a man plagued with trouble. He had two kinds of difficulties 
which he shares with men through the ages. One was a physical disability. We 
don't know just what it was. Paul called it "the thorn in his flesh" and 
medical men have diagnosed it as everything from epilepsy to appendicitis. 
But Paul carried this thorn with him his entire life. He prayed hard to be 
rid of it. He asked God to remove it and then instead of quitting al~bgether 
when it didn't go away, he learned to live with ·it and above it. 

And in addition to a physical disability, Paul was to experience real 
freustration and betrayal in his work that would have turned most of us bitter, 
sour and vindictive. Nothing protected him from discouragement. Listen to one 
letter he wrote after a terrible time: 

"We should like you, our brothers, to know something of what 
we went through in Asia. At the time we were completely 
overwhelmed, the burden was more than we could bear, in fact, 
we told ourselves that it was the end. Yet, we believe that 
we had this experience of coming to the end of our tether 
that we might learn to trust not ourselves, but in God who 
can raise the dead!" 

NOTE THIS I think it is important to note what Paul is saying to us in this 
letter to his friends. It has a note of utmost realism. It is 

not that he prayed and God removed his troubles. He prayed and the situation 
did not change, but Paul did1 He found what we discover - that God is no in
surance policy to get u.s out of trouble, but He helps us handle the trouble we 
are in. Sometimes we only look for ~he way out and aiss the resources available 
to help us while we are in trouble. 

I've always been fond of that stor.y of the two men in a boat in the midst 
of a bad storm. As the wa\'es rose and the boat threatened to capzise the men 
knew they needed help. They were not religious men, but they decided that 
prayer was about all that was left, and so in the teeth of this terrific gale, 
one of them shouted the only prayer he could muster: 

11 0 God, you know that I haven't bothered you for the past 15 
years, and if you'll just get us out of this mess, I promise 
I won't bother you again for 15 more years." 

8ne of the treasures that the darkness can bring us is this awareness that 
we share pain and suffering with all mankind. Behind the closed doors of many 
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lives some heroic and difficult battles are being fought. People are carrying 
burdens you and I do nota.always know about. We need to give people the bene
fit of the doubt and exercise more care and compassion than we do. That line 
from the Arabian so often speaks to me, "I cried because I had no shoes until 
I saw a man who had no feet11 • 

MORE RESOURCES THAN WE THINK Another lesson that we can learn from the 
tunnel of darkness is a lesson about ourselves: 

that the human spirit has more resources than we think. All of us know people 
who driven to the end of their rope, like Paul, tied a good knot and hung on -
sometimes against almost impossible oddsj, sometimes beyond our human compre
hension, but they hung on. They held fast. 

Brian Sternberg was a student at the University of Washington and a 
champion pole vaulter. Limbering up on a trampoline before a track meet, he 
fell across one of the metal bars and broke his back. It was clear that he 
would not only never jump again, but also m·ight never walk again. Since that 
time Brian has demonstrated that he is a champion in more than the pole vault -
a champion in managing his own life. One day, one of his uncles was visiting 
him in the hospital and seeing the pain and the struggle said to him, "Brian, 
I wish I could take your place for a little while and give you a rest. 11 Brian, 
grinning, said: "Thanks, but you couldn't do it. I know because I couldn't go 
it either - except that I have to--so I do it". 

Dam Hammarksjold experienced something of the same thing. Placed in one of 
the key positions of responsibility in our world he understood more than most 
the loneliness, the discouragement and the disappointment of it and this 
tempt~ation to escape from the pressures of it. He wrote in his diary, Markings: 

"Tired - and lonely. 
So tired the heart aches. 
Meltwater trickles 
Down the rocks, 
The fingers are numb 
The knees tremble 

It is now that you must not give ine 

On the path of others 
Are resting places. 
Places in the sun 
Where they can meet. 
But this is not your path, 
And it is now, 

Now that you must not fail. 

Weep - if you can, 
Weep - but do not complain. 
The way chose you 

And you must be thankful." 

Physical pain and mental anguish are very real. I think that in the long 
run we choose our attitude toward it. We allow it to defeat us, or we accppt it 
into our lives and triumph over it1 

When one thinks, "I have reached the bottom of the sea ••• I can go no deeper11 •• 

one does go deeper. Since it will not go away, we have two choices: we can live 



with our trouble at the center of life and become complaining, unhappy people, 
or we refuse to allow it to be the center of our lives - no matter how 
insistent it is, and rise to a higher level of our own being. We do not deny 
the pain. We affirm th.at even in the midst of it, we are not completely 
limited by it. We have more resources than that. This discovery is another of 
the darkness treasures. 

SOMEBODY CARES The third and final lesson which I think sometimes comes to 
us only through experiences of darkness is the lesson that 

somebody cares. We can endure almost anything if we know that somewhere there 
is some one who is concerned about us and about what is happening. 

I'm sure there are some present today who know what it means to be supported 
through a time of trouble by God. There may be some present who are asking 
whether that support is available to you in the dark tunnel through which you 
are now passing. 

The CENTRAL message os this morning is a truth which some learn only in 
times of darkness - that God is at all times the sustainer of our lives. He 
sustains them in the good times and the bad - in health as in illness, in 
the days when we're 11 on top" of things as well as the da~rs when we're "down". 
He is there. He cares. Although this is a truth that is available to us at 
every moment, it is a lesson that some of us vTill learn only in our darkest 
hours. Paul said it was necessary for him to be driven to the end of his 
rope so that he would stop trusting himself and his own ability to handle life 
and learn to trust God instead. "Let go ••• and let God". 

CLOSING Perhaps it can be a libertJ.ting thing to you to know that there 
are some things which can be gained from the darkness. yon aPe hOW" 

pp.ssi ng tbroy.gh which will he :aseful to ymrthe test of your life. The dark
ness, thank God, eventually passes. Jihrt as ygQ walk tl'wgpg}:l it yg~::~:- can know 
that- God is there MEi in Him you can overcome anytbj.ng. The lessons of the 
darkness are ours forever. Treasure them. Never forget them so that you 
will be able to say what the poster on thw all in the hospital room said: 

"I believe in the sun - even when it is not shining. 
I believe in Love - even when I am alone. 
I believe in God - even when He is silent." 

PRAYER Our lives, 0 God, are not always easy, and we ask for strength to 
meet the darkness of difficult days •••• knowing that even there you 

are present to bless and preserve, to heal and to help, strengthen and sustain. 
Help us to pour all of our energies into the race that lies ahead, keeping our 
eyes always steadfastly on Jesus - who is the Way, the Truth and the life. 
In his name and spirit, we pray. 



"TREASURES OF DARKNESS" 

INTRODUCTION I don't know how it is with you this morning, but for~ 
people there seems to be a period from early January to mid

Februa~ when all the things which we pushed aside in the press of the seasonal 
celebration of Thanksgiving and Christmas come out again to burden us. It's 
about this .time of year that many come down with that old affliction of the "mid
Winter" blueSi Fighting colds and flu germs and facing the same old problems, 
we become blue. Discouragement takas hold. 

DEVELOPMENT Here's a student who is just not making it. As exams come 
around, he's more and more depressed and feels that perhaps the 

best thing for him would be to cut and run. He doesn't have any plan. He just 
knows that the pressures on him are quite severe. 

Or, here is a person who is carrying a major family responsibility on his 
back. He didn't ask for this responsibility, but it has been thrust upon him 
and he can't refuse it. Tired ••• discouraged, it seems to him that there will 
never be an end to the pressures and the drain upon his resources and energies. 

Or, here's a person who is carrying the burden of illness •••• days filled with 
pain and nights filled with wakefulness. Each day seems to bring another crisis 
and she wonders how much a person can take when just staying alive seems to take 
so much strength. 

Or, here's a couple whose marriage has gone sour. They started out together 
long ago, but they have moved farther and farther apart almost without noticing 
it into two separate worlds and suddenly they find that they have lost touch 
with each other. They don't know whether it is easier to go through the struggle 
of working their way back together again or just to give up and call it quits. 
Feeling frusted and defeated, they aren't sure which way to go. 

If these illustrations strike a familiar chord or if you find yourself 
wanting to add your own situation to the list, then you are the person for whom 
today' s sermon may- have meaning. The easy thing, I suppose, would be to smile 
and say, "Have faith. Hang on. Better times are ahead. It's going to get 
better. There will be a happy ending. Wait and see." But that kind of 
approach would be dishonest and deceiving. For some of us the pain, the dark 
nights, the quiet suffering, the conflicts, pressures and strains are not going 
to go away. ~at we most need is a world that will help us live in the midst 
of them. f/~e _ 
TFEASURES OF DARKNESS I want to tRlk for a little while this morning about 

the treasures of darkness. The phrase and the title 
ccme from a sentence of Leslie Weatherford, the English preacher. He once 
said in a sermon, 

"I can only write this simple testimoJJ.Y. Like all men, I love 
and prefer the sunny uplands of experience when health, happi
ness and success abound; but I have learned more about God, 
life and ~self in the darkness of fear and failure than I have 
ever learned in the sunshine. There are such things as the 
treasures of darkness. The darkness, thank God, passes, but 
what one learns i.n the darkness, one possesses forever!" 

Treasures of darkness. What are some of theml 



- 2 -

EVERYBODY IS HURTING One thing is that.just about everybody is hurting. 
It's amazing how much "hurting" there is under those 

bright faces we put on - how much heartache, suffering and loneliness. In to 
the lives of everybody comes pain, sickness, frustration, failure, defeat and 
death. This, I suppose, is part of what it means to be human. PaiA = &A QRA 
fOPirr of artffllheP- is the lot or every malt. There's no magic umbrella that can 
shield any·of us from trouble no matter how hard we might wish it. 

Somewhere a myth began that if a person were holy enough or pious enough 
or religious enough, life's troubles would pass him by. It isn't necessarily 
so. Take the case of Paul, the great Apostle. Pious, yes. Holy, yes. 
Religious, yes. Nobody would ever question the depth of his commitment or his 
position as one of the great men of the faith and of history. If anybody had 
the right to feel that God ought to protect him, it would be Paul. 

But he was a man plagued with trouble. He had two kinds of difficulties 
which he shares with men through the ages. One was a physical disability. We 
don't know just what it was. Paul called it "the thorn in his flesh" and 
medical men have diagnosed it as everything from epilepsy to appendicitis. 
But Paul carried this thorn with him his entire life. He prayed hard to be 
rid of it. He asked God to remove it and then instead of quitting ald>b'gether 
when it didn't go away, he learned to live with it and above it. 

And in addition to a physical disability, Paul was to experience real 
freustration and betrayal in his work that would have turned most of us bitter, 
sour and vindictive. Nothing protected him from discouragement. Listen to one 
letter he wrote after a terrible time: 

"We should like you, our brothers, to know something of what 
we went through in Asia. At the time we were completely 
overwhelmed, the burden was more than we could bear, in fact, 
we told ourselves that it was the end. Yet, we believe that 
we had this experience of coming to the end of our tether 
that we might learn to trust not ourselves, but in God who 
can raise the dead!" 

NOTE THIS I think it is llnpOrtant to note what Paul is saying to us in this 
letter to his friends. It has a note of utmost realism. It is 

not that he prayed and God removed his troubles. He prayed and the situation 
did not change, but Paul didl He found what we discover - that God is no in
surance policy to get u.s out of trouble, but He helps us handle the trouble we 
are in. Sometimes we only look for the way out and aiss the resources available 
to help us while tore are in trouble • 

I've always been fond of that story of the two men in a boat in the midst 
of a bad storm. As the wa,•es rose and the boat threatened to capzise the men 
knew they needed help. They were not religious men, but they decided that 
prayer was about all that was left, and so in the teeth of this terrific gale, 
one of them shouted the only prayer he could muster: 

11 0 God, you know that I haven't bothered you for the past 15 
years, and if you'll just get us out of this mess, I promise 
I won't bother you again for 15 more years." 

6ne of the treasures that the darkness can bring us is this awareness that 
we share pain and suffertng with all mankind. Behind the closed doors of many 
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lives some heroic and difficult battles are being fought. People are carrying 
burdens you and I do not:~always !mow about. We need to give people the bene
fit of the doubt and exercise more care and compassion than we do. That line 
from the Arabian so often speaks to me, 11 I cried because I had no shoes until 
I saw a man who had no feet". 

MORE RESOURCES THAN WE THINK Another lesson that we can learn from the 
tunnel of darkness is a lesson about ourselves: 

that the human spirit has more resources than we think. All of us know people 
who driven to the end of their rope, like Paul, tied a good knot and hung on -
sometimes against almost impossible oddsj, sometimes beyond our human compre
hension, but they hung on. They held fast. 

Brian Sternberg was a student at the University of Washington and a 
champion pole vaulter. Limbering up on a trampoline before a track meet, he 
fell across one of the metal bars and broke his back. It was clear that he 
would not only never jump again, but also might never walk again. Since that 
time Brian has demonstrated that he is a champion in more than the pole vault -
a champion in managing his own life. One day, one of his uncles was visiting 
him in the hospital and seeing the pain and the struggle said to him, "Brian, 
I wish I could take your place for a little while and give you a rest." Brian, 
grinning, said: "Thanks, but you couldn't do it. I know because I couldn't {!o 
it either - except that I have to--so I do it". 

Dam Hammarksjold experienced something of the same thing. Placed in one of 
the key positions of responsibility in our world he understood more than most 
the loneliness, the discouragement and the disappointment of it and this 
tempt~tion to escape from the pressures of it. He wrote in his diary, Markings: 

"Tired - and lonely. 
So tired the heart aches. 
Meltwater trickles 
Down the rocks, 
The fingers are numb 
The knees tremble 

It is now that you must not give in. 

On the path of others 
Are resting places. 
Places in the sun 
Where they can meet. 
But this is not your path, 
And it is now, 

Now that you must not failo 

Weep - if you can, 
Weep - but do not complain. 
The way chose you 

And you nmst be thankfulo" 

Physical pain and mental an~tish are very real. I think that in the long 
rtm we choose our attitude tCYAard it. We allow it to defeat us, or we accppt it 
into our lives and triumph over it~ 

When one thinks, "I have reached the bottom of the sea ••• I can go no deeper" •• 
one does go deeper. Si.nce it will not go away, we have two choices: we can li.ve 
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with our trouble at the center of life and become complaining, unhappy people, 
or we refuse to allow it to be the center of our lives - no matter how 
insistent it is, and rise to a higher level of our own being. We do not deny 
the pain. We affirm that even in the midst of it, we are not completely 
limited by it. We have more resources than that. This discovery is another of 
the darkness treasures. 

SOMEBODY CARES The third and final lesson which I think sometimes comes to 
us only through experiences of darkness is the lesson that 

somebody cares. We can endure almost anything if we know that some\omere thet·e 
is some one who is concerned about us and about what is happening. 

I'm sure there are some present today who know what it means to be supported 
through a time of trouble by God. There may be some present who are asking 
whether that support is available to you in the dark tunnel through which you 
are now passing. 

The CENTRAL message os this morning is a truth which some learn only in 
times of darkness - that God is at all times the sustainer of our lives. He 
sustains them in the good times and the bad - in health as in illness, in 
the days when we're "on top" of things as well as the days when we're "down". 
He is there. He cares. Although this is a truth that is available to us at 
every moment, it is a lesson that some of us will learn only in our darkest 
hours. Paul said it was necessary for him to be driven to the end of his 
rope so that he would stop trusting himself and his own ability to handle life 
and learn to trust God instead. "Let go ••• and let God". 

CLOSING Perhaps it can be a liber8ting thing to you to know that there 
are some things which can be gained from the darkness. you ue If~ 

pp.ssing through which will he \JI!Ie£nl to yQla the test of your 11fe. The dark
ness, thank God, eventually passes. :8at as yga walk th!'gugh it ygu can .know 
that- Ood is th~re MtEi in HiJ.q you can overcome anything. The lessons of the 
darkness ~re ours forever. Treasure them. Never forget them so that you 
will be able to say what the poster on thw all in the hospital room said: 

"I believe in the sun - even when it is not shining. 
I believe in Love - even when I am alone. 
I believe in God - even when He is silent." 

PRAYER Our lives, 0 God, are not always easy, and we ask for strength to 
meet the darkness of difficult days •••• knowing that even there you 

are present to bless and preserve, to heal and to help, strengthen and sustain. 
Help us to pour all of our energies into the race that lies ahea.d, keeping our 
eyes always steadfastly on Jesus - who is the Way, the Truth and the lifeo 
In his name a.nd spirit, we pray. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 14, 1979 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Chorale Pre'lude" '.l'itelouze 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 38 "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" 
PRAYfB OF CONFESSION (seated) 

0 God, our Father, . who hast set forth the way 
of life for us in thy beloved Son; we confess with. 
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reluctance 
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called~ .and we 
have not given heed; thy beauty hath shone fortn, 
and we have been blind; . thou hast stretched out thy 
hands to us through our fellows, and we have passed 
by •. Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend 
our ways and in thine eternal goodness direct what 
we shall be, . in the name and power of Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - tJORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTBR "Blessed Is the Man" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"Canticum Novum" 
II Corinthians 4: 5 - 18 

ANTHEM "Sing Unto the Lord A New Song" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 1rJITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO • . 33 11All Beautiful the March of Days 11 

No. 554 
No. 792 
No.- 740 

Hassler 

McAfee 

SERMON "Treasures of Darkness" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 478 "Lead On, 0 King Eternal" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Fugue" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Couperin 

\ 

LAY READER 

We welcome Miss Joe Anna Arnett as our Lay Reader 
today-• A native of Jacksonville, Texas and a graduate 
of the University of Texas with a major in Fine Arts, 
Joe Anna -J..s .the Art Director of Young and Rubicam (Ad
vertising Firm). Joe Arina joined the Church this Fall. 

ALTAR FLOVJERS 

The flowers on the altar are given by Hrs. Hildred 
L. Schroedel in memory of her husband, John A. Schroedel 
I, and her sons John A. II, Karl B. and Robert T. 
Schroedel on this,. Karl's birthday. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffe~ and tea will be served in the Community Room 
after the ·service, Members and friends are invited to 
share in th~se moments made possible for us today by 
Miss Frisbee, ·Miss Hoelscher, Ms. Langley, Hrs. Loeffler, 
Miss Oldham and Mrs. 1,Jeeks. 

ADULT CLASS 

A popular class for adults meets on Sunday morning 
from nine·-..thirty to ten-thirty in Fellowship Hall. Mr. · 
William Proctor serves as leader. Coffee is available 
and new members are always welcome. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

.Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
every Sunday morning from eleven to twelve. Classes 
meet on the ·third and · fourth floors as well as in the 
Community Room. 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE TO MEET 

The Education Committee will meet on Tuesday eve
ning, January 16th, in the Community Room.·· 7:30 pm. 


