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"ULTIMATE THANKSGIVING" 

, INTRODUCTION When Helen Hayes cooked her first turkey for Thanksgiving, 
she called her husband and her son together and said, 

"Now I know this is the first turkey I've ever cooked. If 
it isn't right, I don't want anybody to say a word. We'll 
just get up from the table without any comment, put on our 
hats and coats, and go down to the hotel for our Thanks
giving dirmer. 

She then went into the kitchen to get the turkey and when she returned to the 
table with it, her husband and her son were already standing there with their 
hats, gloves and coats already onl 

Perhaps one way we can help to make this Thanksgiving a bit special is to 
give the "moms" present a bit of a break. Moms and turkeys alvmys seem to have 
a bit of difficulty during the Thanksgiving season. I suppose it's l'ike the 
"dads" when their time comes to put up the Christmas tree. It's never easy. 

DEVELOPMENT It was the Fall of 1621. Before the Pilgrims under William 
Bradford celebrated the first Thanksgiving there were four 

of the men who went "fowling". The ducks and geese they brought back were 
added to lobsters, clams, corn, green vegetables and dried fruit. 

The Pilgrims invited the chief of the Wampanoag tribe, Massasoit, and 90 
of his braves for a feast. But here's rnw point: the work of preparing that 
feast for the 91 Indians and the 56 settlers fell to only four Pilgrim women 
and two teenage girls. Thirteen women had died the previous Winter. There are 
some traditions we can be done with. Give Mom some help this Thanksgiving. 

A teller at the drive-in window of a bank was having difficulty with the 
glaring sun. He lowered the shade. Behind the shade he could see customers 
as they drove up, but they couldn't see him. As one woman drove in, he pressed 
the button and the money drawer opened just as the woman came to a stop. She 
put her check in the drawer and it withdrew. Seconds later the drawer rolled 
out again with her money in it. She took the money and stared at the window. 
She couldn't see anybody and then proceded to say, 

11 I know you are completely automated, 
but I want to thank you anyway." 

Hm-r sad to have a feeling of gratitude and have no one to thank. Some 
people are in that boat. They view ours as an automated universe. Harriet 
Martineau was such a person. She was a non-believer. One bright Spring morn
ing, however, she exclaimed, 

"I'm so grateful". A friend who 1-1as a believer 
replied ••••• "Grateful? Grateful to whom, my dear?" 

How sad it would be not to be able to say, "Thank you". For most of us are 
very rich. Oh, at times we may not feel like we are, but ''e are. Will Rogers 
1.ras right on target when he said,, 
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"In the days of our founders, they were willing to give 
thanks for mighty little ••• for mighty little was all 
they expected. But now, neither government or nature 
can give enough but what we think it's too little. 
Those old boys in the Fall of the year, if they could 
gather in a few pumpkins, potatoes and some corn for 
the Winter, they was in a 'thanking mood'. 

But if we can't gather in a new Buick, a new radio, a 
tuxedo and some government relief, why ••• we feel like 
the world is against us ••• " 

As usual Will Rogers was right. We have so much that we should be in a "thank
ing mood". Are you? 'Course you are; you just need to be "prodded" a bit. 

HEALTH 

body? 

If you have your health, you are very rich, indeed. Ask someone 
who is without good health. How much would you take for a healthy 

St. Francis of Assisi once met a man who admitted he had no love for God. 
As they walked along they met a man who was blind and paralyzed. St. Francis 
asked the sightless man, "Tell me ••• if I were to restore your eyesight and the 
use of your limbs, would you love me?" 11Ah11 replied the beggar, "I would not 
only love you, but I would be your slave the rest of my life." 

Said St. Francis to the man who maintained he could not love God, 

11 See ••• this man would love me if I gave him his sight 
and his health. Why don 1 t you love God who created 
you with eyes and strong limbs?" 

If you have a healthy body you are very, very rich. That's point one. 

FREE LAND And if you live in this free land, you are very, very rich. If 
world events have taught us one lesson this past year it is how 

fortunate we are. 

A retired US Naval Commadore by the name of John Stull tells about an 
event that happened many years ago when he and his wife were on a short Thanks
giving vacation in Palm Springs. They had gone to see the movie production of 
the musical, Fiddler on the Roof. The show, you'll remember, is about a Jewish 
family in turn of the century Russia who are finally driven out of their vil
lage. In spite of the somber theme, however, it is generally upbeat, full of 
humor and great songs. When Commadore Stull and his wife left the theater and 
went to the parking lot to get their station wagon, they found a man leaning up 
against a car near theirs who was crying his heart out. 

Middle aged, well-dressed and leaning against h.is new Mercedes Benz with 
a 1-roman .in a long mink coat H'ith hands glittering with diamonds. She was patting 
his back in a half-hearted way try.ing to console him. She was obvious~ some
what embarrassed and said, "What is it? What's the matter? It was just a 
musical". 

"It wasn't just a musical" the man sobbed. "That could 
have been~ family. I suddenly thought what if there 
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had been no America. America!" he practically shouted. 
"Don' t you see what it means." He continued to cry. 

Stull remarked that he was not sure of what the man! s wi.fe saw, but that he 
and his wife stood there practically transfixed. Through that unexpected 
stranger, they saw an unexpected angle of the meaning of Thanksgiving - a 
dreadful vision of what the world would have been without the savings shores 
of our nation. To some extent, I can identify with that man and his feelings. 

If you live in a free land, you are indeed very, very rich. 

SOMEONE WHO LOVES YOU And third, if you have someone who loves you, you 
are very, very rich. 

Dr. Richard Selzer has ~~itten a collection of essays entitled, Mortal 
Lessons. One of these essay is entitled, "Encounter With God". Dr. Selzer 
recalls standing by the bed, 

"Where a young woman lies ••• her face postoperative, 
her mouth twisted in palsy ••• clownish ••• " 

He had to remove a tumor from this woman's cheek. In doing so it was necessary 
to sever one little nerve. But from that time on, her face would be contorted. 

He writes, 

"Her young husband is in the room. He stands on the 
opposite side of her bed and together they seem to dwell 
in the evening lamplight, isolated from me ••• private. 

'Who are they? 1 I ask myself, 'he and this wry mouth I 
have made, who gaze at and touch each other so generous~.' 
The young woman speaks, 'Will my mouth always be like this?' 
she asks. 'Yes' I say, 'It will. It is because the nerve 
was cut'. She nods and is silent. But the young man 
smiles, 1! like it' he says. 'It is kind of cute'. He 
bends to kiss her crooked mouth and I am so close I can see 
how he twists his own lips to accomodate hers ••• to show her 
their kiss still works. 

I remember that the gods appeared in ancient Greece as 
mortals, and I hold my breath and let the 'wonder' come inl" 

Most of us in this room are very rich. We have our health. We live in this 
free land. We have s orre one who loves us. I am not saying that life is easy. 
I am simply saying that even the loneliest and most downcast among us owns at 
least one blessing - and that is the comfort of the Living Ghrist. If we did 
not, we would probably not be here this morning. 

Henry Francis Lyte was an ordained minister. But he was a very sad and 
burdened man. Do you recognize the name? He was nearing the end of his 
ministry. He thought he had accomplished very little during his life and he 
wa.s very disheartened - old, tired and infirm. The doctor told him he had 
only a few months to live. One evening in a dejected mood he started to thumb 
through his Bible and it fell open to one of his favorite passages. 
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As he read and re-read those familiar and comforting words, all at once 
he was no longer old and tired. No longer sad and burdened and discouraged. 
Words raced through his mind and he put them down on paper and in less than 
an hour, he wrote one of the most popular hymns of all time: 

"Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepends; Lord, with me abide. 

IVhen other helpers fail, and comforts flee; 
Help of the helpless, Oh abide vri th me. 11 

Some of us know the comfort that Lyte found in that passage that he read in 
his Bible. We are very, very ;rich. Every one of us, if we will take the time 
to think about it. The question we face is how do we show our gratitude. 

MAKE USE OF THE BLESSINGS THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US According to our lesson 
from the Gospel for this 

day, we best show our gratitude by making use of the blessings with which God 
has showered us. 

A man going on a trip called three of his servants together and entrusted 
to them certain sums of money. To one he gave five_bags of_gold, to another 
he gave two-_ bags of gold and to a third he gave only one bag. Well, I think 
you know what happened. The servant with the five bags used his gold to earn 
five bags more. The servant with two bags earned two bags more, but the servant 
with only one bag hid that bag in the ground. He only had the one bag when his 
master returned. And the master was irate. Life is not to be hoarded. It is 
to be lived. Blessings are not to be squirreled away; they are to be shared! 

There is a story of a poor artist who was regally entertained in a castle. 
It was one of the high moments of his life. H~rever, he had nothing with which 
to repay his friends. Before leaving, however, he shut himself up in his room 
for some days, locking the door and refusing to come out, or to let any one in. 
vJben he finally came out and said fare1..rell to his hosts, a serv<:mt found the 
sheets of the bed were missing and thought that he must have stolen them. 
They searched further, however, and found the missing sheets in one corner of 
the room. And unrolling them they discovered a glorious picture painted upon 
them. The artist needed to say "thank you". He did it by using the one gift 
that he had. 

So did Robby Benfield. Benfield was abandoned by his mother as an infant 
down in Carter County, Tennessee. His last name came from the woman j_n whose 
barn he -v1as later found. The county raised him as an orphan until he was old 
enough to join the Navy. It would have been so easy for a man with that back
ground to feel that no one gave him "what he deserved". However when Robby 
died, he left his life's savings of $51,000 to Carter County, Tennessee ••• say
ing that he wanted to help repay them for seeing that he was raised and schooled. 

Bob Castleberry of Denton, Texas was fortunate enough not too long ago to 
v1.in the $10 Million Publisher 1 s Clearing House Sweepstakes. And no longer 
needing the income from his job, he decided to pursue a longing he had long 
had to become active in local government. So he ran for Mayor anv.i won. Now 
Castleberry feels that his financial independence 1.rill give him a chance to 
spend his time giving something back to his community. We all need a way of 
saying "thank you". Christ vmuld say the best way is to use what we have to 
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His glory and to help some other person. Some of you may be thinking some
thing like this, 

"Hey ••• now hold on preacher ••• if I won the NY lottery 
or that 20 million NJ lottery, I'd be happy to make 
my life count for something really worthwhile." 

But friend, let me remind you that you have already won a sweepstakes, 
a lottery of love. If you can identify with a~ of the statements with 
which we began. If you have a healthy body, if you live in a free land, if 
you have someone who loves you, and if you know the comfort of the Living 
Christ ••• my friend you are already a winner. And if you're ever going to 
make your life count for something, it will be right now. 

I feel for that person who has no one to say "thank you" to. And I 
pity that person rTho is already wealthy beyond the fondest dreams of some 
one else and yet is drowning in self-pity. And yet, I pity, too, that 
person who does not see that the best way to say "thank you" is to use that 
which God has already places in our hands. 

PRAYER For health and home, for freedom and for faith in others and 
expecially for your faith in us, 0 God, we give you our 

thanks this day. Help us to use what you have given to us in such great 
abundance that others may be blessed and brought to You. Remembering that 
to whom much is given, much is expected ••• we would ask this in the name 
and spirit of the Living Christ. Amen. 
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' 
"ULTD1ATE THANKSGIVIN:l" 

INTRODUCTION :men Helen Hayes cooked her first turkey for Thanksgiving, 
she called her husband and her son together and said, 

"Now I know this is the first turkey I've ever cooked. If 
it isn It right, I don 1 t want anybody to say a word. 1.ve 111 
just get up from the table without any comment, put on our 
hats and coats, and go down to the hotel for our Thanks
giving dinner. 

She then >vent into the kitchen to get the turkey and 'N'hen she returned to the 
table with it, her husband and her son ivere already standing there with their 
hats, gloves and coats already on! 

Perhaps one way we can help to make this Thanksgiving a bit special is to 
give the 11moms" present a bit of a break. Moms and turkeys ahrays seem to have 
a bit of difficulty during the Thanksgiving season. I suppose it's like the 
"dads" when their time comes to put up the Christmas tree. It's never easy. 

DEVELOPMENT It was the Fall of 1521. Before the Pilgrims under William 
Bradford celebrated the first Thanksgiving there were four 

of the men who went "fowling". The ducks and geese they brought back were 
added to lobsters, clams, corn, green vegetables and dried fruit. 

The Pilgrims in~rited the chief of the Wampanoag tribe, Massasoit, and 90 
of his braves for a feast. But here's my point: the work of prepari~g that 
feast for the 91 Indians and the 56 settlers fell to only four Pilgrim women 
and two teenage girls. Thirteen women had died the previous Winter. There are 
some traditions He can be done with. Give Mom some help this Thanksgiving. 

A teller at the drive-in window of a bank was having difficulty with the 
glaring sun. He lowered the shade. Behind the shade he could see customers 
as they drove up, but they couldn't see him. As one woman drove in, he pressed 
the button and the money drawer opened just as the woman came to a stop. She 
put her check in the drawer and it withdrew. Seconds later the drawer rolled 
out again with her money in it. She took the money and stared at the window. 
She couldn't see anybody and then proceded to say, 

"I know you are comoletely automated, 
but I want ta thank you anyway. 11 

How sad to have a feeling of gratitude and have no one to thank. Some 
people are in that boat. They view o~s as an automated universe. Harriet 
Hartineau was such a person. She was a non-believer. One bright Spring morn
ing, however, she exclaL~ed, 

"I'm so grateful". A friend who ioTas a believer 
replied ••••• "Grateful? Grateful to whom, my dear?" 

Hm..r sad it "'Tould be not to be able to say, "Thank you". For most of us are 
very rich. Oh, at ti:nes we may not feel like r-te are, but .,e are. Will Rogers 
T.vas right on target when he said, 
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"In the days of our founders, they were willing to give 
thanks for mighty little ••• for mighty little was all 
they expected. But now, neither government or nature 
can give enough but what we think it's too little. 
Those old boys in the Fall of the year, if they could 
gather in a few pumpkins, potatoes and some corn for 
the Winter, they was in a 'thanking mood'. 

But if we can't gather in a new Buick, a new radio, a 
tuxedo and some government relief, why ••• we feel like 
the world is against us •• •" 

As usual Will Rogers was right. i:Je have so much that we should be in a "thank
ing mood". Are you? 'Course you are; you just need to be "prodded" a bit. 

HEALTH If you have your health, you are very rich, indeed. Ask someone 
~tlho is without good health. How much would you take for a healthy 

body? 

St. Francis of Assisi once met a man who admitted he had no love for God. 
As they rt~alked along they met a man ·..rho was blind and paralyzed. St. Francis 
asked the sightless man, "Tell me ••• if I were to restore your eyesight and the 
use of your limbs, would you love me?" 11Ah 11 replied the beggar, "I would not 
onlv love you, but I would be your slave the rest of my life." 

Said St. Francis to the man who maintained he could not love God, 

"See ••• this man would lo,re me if I gave h.irn his sight 
and his health. Why don't you love God who created 
:vou with eyes and strong limbs?" 

If you have a healthy body you are very, very rich. That's point one. 

FREE LAND And if you live in this free land, you are very, very rich. If 
world events have taught us one lesson this past year it is how 

fortunate we are. 

A retired US Naval Cornrnadore by the name of John Stull tells about an 
event that happened many years ago when he and his wife were on a short Thanks
giving vacation in Palm Springs. They had gone to see the movie production of 
the musical, Fiddler on the Roof. rhe show, you'll remember, is about a Jewish 
family in turn of the century Russia who are finally driven out of their vil
lage. In spite of the somber theme, however, it is generally upbeat, full of 
humor and great songs. When Commadore Stull and his wife left the theater and 
',vent to the pc;rking lot to get their station wagon, they found a man leaning up 
against a car near theirs who was crying his heart out. 

Middle aged, well-dressed and leaning against his new Mercedes Benz with 
a ':-roman in a long mink coat r.;ith hands glittering with diamonds. She was patting 
his back in a half-hearted way tr~,ring to console him. She was obviously some
'N'hat embarrassed and said, "Hhat is it? f,-Jhat's the matter? It was just a 
musical". 

"It wasn't just a musical" the man sobbed. "That could 
have been my family. I sudden~y thought what if there 



had been no America. America!" he practically shouted. 
"Don 1 t .you see what it means." He continued to cry. 

Stull remarked that he was not sure of what the tna.n 1 s wife saw, but that he 
and his wife stood there practically transfixed. Through that unexpected 
stranger, they sa\v an unexpected angle of the meaning of ThanksgivLJ.g - a 
dreadful vision of what the world would have been without the savings shores 
of our nation. To some extent, I can identify with that man and his feelingso 

If you live in a free land, you are indeed very, very rich. 

SOHEONE WHO LOVES YOU And third, if you have someone who loves you, you 
are very, very ricll'. 

Dr. Richard Selzer has '-tri tten a collection of essays entitled, Mortal 
Lessons. One of these essay is entitled, "Encounter With God". Dr. Selzer 
recalls standing by the bed, 

"Hhere a young woman lies ••• her face postoperative, 
her mouth twisted in PAlsy ••• clownish ••• " 

He had to remove a tumor from this woman's cheek. In doing so it was necessary 
to sever one little nerve. But from that time on, her face would be contorted. 

He writes, 

"Her young husband is in the room. He stands on the 
opposite side of her bed and together they seem to dwell 
in the evening lamplight, isolated from me ••• private. 

'Who are they?' I ask myself, 'he and this wry mouth I 
have made, who gaze at and touch each other so generously.' 
The young woman speaks, 'Will my mouth always be like this?' 
she asks. 'Yes' I say, 'It will. It is because the nerve 
was cut'. She nods and is silent. But the young man 
smiles, 1 I like it 1 he says. 'It is kind of cute 1 • He 
bends to kiss her crooked mouth and I am so close I can see 
h~~ he twists his ~An lips to accomodate hers ••• to show her 
their kiss still works. 

I remember that the gods appeared in ancient Greece as 
mortals, and I hold my breath and let the 'wonder' come in!" 

Most of us in this room are very rich. \ve have our health. We live in this 
free land. We have soreone who loves us. I am not saying that life is easy. 
I am simply saying that even the loneliest and most downcast among us awns at 
least one blessing - and that is the comfort of the Living Christ. If we did 
not, we ;.rould probably not be here this morning. 

Henry Francis Lyte was an ordained minister. But he was a very sad and 
burdened man. Do you recognize the name? He was nearing the end of his 
ministry. He thought he had accomplished very little during his life and he 
1v-as very disheartened - old, tired and infirm. The doctor told him he had 
only a few months to live. One evening in a dejected mood he started to thumb 
through his Bible and it fell open to one of his favorite passages. 
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As he read and re-read those familiar and comforting words, all at once 
he t.,ras no longer old and tired. No longer sad and burdened and discouraged. 
~fords raced through his mind and he put them do<rm on paper and in less than 
an hour, he wrote one of the most popular hymns of all time: 

"Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepends _; Lord, with me abide. 

\Vhen other helpers fail, and comforts flee; 
Help of the helpless, Oh abide r,.rith me." 

Some of us know the comfort that Lyte found in that pascage that he read in 
his Bible. '.1/e are very, very rich. Every one of us, if we will take the time 
to think about it. The question we face is how do we show our gratitude. 

HAKE USE OF THE BLESSINGS THAT GOD HAS GIVEN US According to our lesson 
from the Gospel for this 

day, we best shaw our gratitude by making use of the blessings with which God 
has showered us. 

A man going on a trip called three of his servants together and entrusted 
to them certain sums of money. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another 
he gave two. bags of gold and tc a third he gave only one bag. \vell, I think 
you knor,r rrrhat haDpened. The servant with the fi\re hags used his gold to earn 
five bags more. The servant with two bags earned two bags more, but the servant 
··ri th only one bag hid that bag in the ground. He only had the one bag when his 
master returned. And the master was irate. Life is not to be hoarded. It is 
to be lived. Blessings are not to be squirreled away; they are to be shared! 

There is a story of a poor artist ;.rho -v1as regally· entertained in a castle. 
It was one of the high moments of his life. H~rever, he had nothing with which 
to repay his friends. Before leaving, however, he shut himself up in his room 
for some days, locking the door and refusing to come out, or to let any one in. 
itlhen he finally came out and said faret.rell to his hosts, a serv' nt found the 
sheets of the bed were missing and thought that he must have stolen then. 
They searched further, hO'tiever, and found the missing sheets in one corner of 
the room. And unrolling them they discovered a glorious picture painted upon 
them. The artist needed to say "thank you". He did it by using the one gift 
that he had. 

So did Robby Benfield. Benfield was abandoned by his mother as an infant 
down in Carter County, Tennessee. His last name came from the woman in whose 
barn he vras later found. The county raised him as an orphan until he was old 
enough to join the Navy. It would have been so easy for a man with that back
ground to feel that no one gave him "what he deserved". However when Robby 
died, he left his life's savings of $51,000 to Carter County, Tennessee ••• say
ing that he wanted to help repay them for seeing that he was raised and schooled. 

Bob Castleberry of Denton, Texas was fortunate enough not too long ago to 
win the $10 Million Publisher's Clearing House Sweepstakes. And no longer 
needing the income from his job, he decided to pursue a longing he had long 
had to become active in local government. So he ran for Mayor ~n@ wen. Now 
Castleberry feels that his financial independence Hill give him a chance to 
spend his time giving something back to his connnunity. T:le all need a way of 
saying "thank you". Christ -r,rould say the best way is to use what we have to 
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His glory and to helo some other person. Some of you may be thinkir~ some
t.h ing like this, 

"Hey ••• nor...r hold on preacher ••• if I 'N'On the NY lottery 
or that 20 million NJ lottery, I'd be happy to make 
my life count for something really worthwhile." 

But friend, let me remind you that you have already ~von a sweepstakes, 
a. lottery of love. If you can identify with any of the statements with 
which :v-e began. If you have a healthy body, if you live in a free land, if 
you have someone who loves you, and if you know the co~Sort of the Living 
Christ ••• my friend you are already a wi~~er. And if you're ever going to 
make your life count for something, it will be right now. 

I feel for that person who has no one to say 11 thank you" to. And I 
pity that person vTho is already wealthy beyond the fondest dreams of some 
one else and yet is drowning in self-pity. And yet, I pity, too, that 
person who does not see that the best way to say "thank you" is to use that 
Hh ich God has already places in our hands o 

PRAYER For health and home, for freedom and for faith in others and 
ezpecially fer your faith in us, 0 God, we give you our 

thanks this day. Helo us to use what you have given to us in such great 
abundance that others rnay be blessed and brought to You. Remembering that 
to whom much is given, much is expected ••• we l·rould ask this in the name 
and spirit of tie Living Christ. Amen. 



-------------------------

AN:'10UNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 18, 1990 

GREETING / VISITORS 

A. \·le greet the visitors in the congre~atbn ••• delighted to have 
,YOLl r,rith us on this Sunday before Thanksgiving ••• and hope that 
we shall have the opportunity ••• 

B. Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Fill out a visitor 
card ••• or sign one ~f the Guest Books there in the narthex. 
Come, worship with us •••• come, work with us, too ••• in the programs 
of service and outreach in which we are involved ••• 

C. de minister here in the name of Christ ••• been doing the Lord's 
'>Tork here since 1837 ••• it is in His loving spirit that we greet 
you today. Members: remember to Hear your name tags. Make 
some new friends. 

D. Remember, today's coffee hour will be on the third floor, in 
Fellowship Hall. Take elevator or if you're strong, walk up the 
three flights. 

PARISH CONCERNS 

ALDRESGATE ClASS 
WILL MEET 

A. Parish 
on your 
Tuesday 
meeting 

concerns are listed for you in the bulletin. Review them 
own ••• noting that the "Hounds" will not be meeting on 
evening ••• that the Admi:l.istrative Councill will be 

in the Russell Rom, Tuesday evening, at 7:30pm. 

B. The office will be close both Thursday and Friday of this week 
as :-1e ce le bra te Thanksgiving. 

C. New Hembers will be received into the Church on December 9th, 
with " onversations in Membership" to be held on Sunday evening, 
December 2nd, at 6:30 pm. 

D. Financial canvass is >Jell under way with 122pledges totalling, 
$ 92,452gratefully received. ~le'd like to be up to 125 pledges 
by one o'clock today •••• and up to 150 by the end of the month. 

CHU:itCH FAIR 

A. To all who worked on yesterday's Church Fair ••• to make it so 
successful- "Thank You". A special word of thanks to Pat Henry. 

PECANS ARRIVED Bargains remain ••• special arrangements worked out after the 
SEE FOR coffee hour. Remember the Christmas cards and pecans ••• 
YOUR 1 POUD ORDER ••• 
GREAT BARGAIN. 
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OFFERING I TP.ANKSGIVING APPEAL 

A. For many years now ••• as far back as I can remember -we 
have always received a generous Thanksgiving offerir.g on 
this Sunday ••• part of which goes out to help others ••• 
some part of it stays here to help us meet responsibilities 
close at hand. 

B. Envelopes for this special appeal are in the pews ••• fifteen 
dollars from one hundred or more will enable us to reach a 
goal 1-ie have set for oursehes ••• generous in your giving, 
remembering, 

"That it is more blessed to give 
than to receive!" 



AN ~OUNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 18, 1990 

GREETDG I VIS ITCRS 

A. iJe greet the visitors in the congregatbn ••• delighted to have 
yoa r,rith us on this Sunday before Thanksgiving ••• and hope that 
we shall have the opportunity ••• 

B. Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Fill out a visitor 
card ••• or sign one ~f the Guest Books there in the narthex. 
Come, worship with us •••• come, work with us, too ••• in the programs 
of service and outreach in which we are involved ••• 

C. de minister here in the name of Christ ••• been do i..ng the Lord 1 s 
j-rork here since 1837 ••• it is in His loving spirit that we greet 
you today. Members: remember to v-rear your name tags. Make 
some new friends. 

D. Remember, today's coffee hour will be on the third floor, in 
Fellowship Hall. Take elevator or if you're strong, walk up the 
three flights. 

PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish 
on your 
Tuesday 
meeting 

concerns a!'e listed for you in the bu:!.letin. Review them 
mm ••• noting that the "Hounds" will not be meeting on 
evening ••• that the Administrative Councill will be 

in the Russell Rom, Tuesday evening, at 7:30pm. 

B. The office will be close both Thursday and Friday of this week 
as !-re ce le bra te Thanksgiving. 

C. New Members will be received into the Church on December 9th, 
with 11 ; onversations in Membership" to be held on Sunday evening, 
December 2nd, at 6:30pm. 

D. Financial canvass is :-rell under way with pledges totalling, 
$ gratefully received. ~Je 'd like to be up to 125 pledges 
by one o'clock today •••• and up to 150 by the end of the month. 

CHUrtCH FAIR 

A. To all who worked on yesterday's Church Fair ••• to make it so 
successful - "Thank You". A special word of thanks to Pat Henry. 
Bargains remain ••• special arrangements worked out after the 
coffee hour. Remember the Christmas cards and pecans ••• 
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OFFERmG / THANKSGIVING _J.PPEAl,: 

A. For many years now ••• as far back as I can remember -we 
have always received a generous Thanksgiving offerir.g on 
this Sunday ••• part of which goes out to help others ••• 
some part of it stays here to help us meet responsibilities 
close at hand. 

B. Envelopes for this special appeal are in the pews ••• fifteen 
dollars from one hundred or more will enable us to reach a 
goal •·re have set for ourselves ••• generous in your giving, 
rememhering, 

"That it is more blessed to give 
than to receive 1" 



PASTCRAL PRAYER: -November- ,18, 1990 

G~~CIOUS LORD and FATHER of us all, as we come together this day in worship 
and fellowship, we pray that ·t~e :nay be instruments in Your hands. 

- To alleviate some of the heartache, some af the pain, 
some of the tears and sorrows in this world. 

-_As we - in the soirit of Christ - try to return good for 
evil, return the soft answer of caring for sharp 
criticism. 

WliE!l '<IE ARE TEHPTED, 0 GOD - as we so often are - to make critical or harsh 
judgement, 

- Keep us from speaking the Oa.rbed words that hurt and stab. 
- Keen us sweet inside that we can be gentle with others, 

gentle in the things we say and kind and loving in 
what we do. 

- Keep us from unkind words and unkind silences. 

- Help each one of us to change the spiritual climate of our 
homes, of our families, of our community, and 
ultimately of the world. Yes, 

- In gentleness and in love, show us how to check our hasty 
answers, our sharp responses - that we can simply 
short circuit some of the bitterness, some of 
the unkindness that poisons the spirit, 
shrivels the soul, ~~d ruL~s the beauty of a day. 

BlESS EACH ONE OF US, 0 GOD, every day as we try to live as Christian men 
and wol'llen. 

- >Jhere we are inclined to be satisfied with ourselves as we are, 
tre want You to make us willing to be chan~ed ••• 
and changed for the better. 

- Give us a more sincere kind of faith - adventurous, liveable, 
strong - not just for ~ November Sunday, but the 
kind of faith that we can use on Monday and 4ednesday 
and right through the week. 

- Insoire us, n God, to carry into the everydayness of our lives 
all that to which we aspire. To carry into every day 
of this week before us the things that fte value and 
feel and see so clearly in this hour of worship. 

~y OUR FAITH have feet and hands, a voice and a heart •••• that we may 
minister to others in the soirit of Him whom we call Lord. 

- And may the Good News we profess this hour be seen in our faces, 
that it may be seen ,and felt by others in their 
lives. 

- All this we ask in the Name and loving spirit of Christ, our Lord. 



AN~OUNCEMENTS: Sunday, November 18, 1990 

GREETHG I vIS ITCRS 

A. i:Je greet the visitors in the congregati::>n ••• delighted to have 
yoa ;.rith us on this Sunday before Thanksgiving ••• and hope that 
we shall have the opportunity ••• 

B. Be free in the sharing of your name with us. Fill out a visitor 
card ••• or sign one af the Guest Books there in the narthex. 
Come, worship with us •••• come, work with us, too ••• in the programs 
of service and outreach in which we are involved ••• 

c. :le minister here in the name of Christ ••• been doing the Lord's 
'.-rork here since 1837 ••• it is in His loving spirit that we greet 
you today. Members: remember to r..rear your name tags. Make 
some new friends. 

D. Remember, today's coffee hour will be on the third floor, in 
Fellowship Hall. Take elevator or if you're strong, walk up the 
three flights. 

PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish 
on your 
Tuesday 
meeting 

concerns aTe listed for you in the bulletin. Review them 
own ••• noting that the "Hounds" will not be meeting on 
evening ••• that the Administrative Councill will be 

in the Russell Rom, Tuesday evening, at 7:30pm. 

B. The office will be close both Thursday and Friday of this week 
as we celebrate Thanksgiving. 

C. New Members will be received into the Church on December 9th, 
with "' onversations in Membership" to be held on Sunday evening, 
December 2nd, at 6:30 pm. 

D. Financial canvass is :-rell under way with pledges totalling, 
$ gratefully received. ~le 1 d like to be up to 12.5 pledges 
by one o'clock today •••• and up to 150 by the end of the month. 

CHU:c?.CH FAIR 

A. To all who worked on yesterday's Church Fair ••• to make it so 
successful - "Thank You". A special word of thanks to Pat Henry. 
Bargains remain ••• special arrangements worked out after the 
coffee hour. Remember the Christmas cards and pecans ••• 

I 
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OFFERJNG / THANKSGIVING APPEAL 

A. 

B. 

For many years now ••• as far back as I can remember- we 
have always received a generaus Thanksgiving offerir.g on 
this Sunday ••• part of which goes out to help others ••• 
~orne part of it stays here to help us meet responsibilities 
close at hand. 

Envelones for this special appeal are in the pews ••• fifteen 
dollars from one hundred or more will enable us to reach a 
goal we have set for ourselves ••• generous in your giving, 
remembering, 

"That it is more blessed to give 
than to receive!" 



ANTHEM: "For All These Mercies" 

"For all these mercies we will sing 
Eternal praise to heav'n's high King". 

ANTHEM: "O Be Joyful In the Lord" 

"O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness and come before 
His presence with a song. Be ye sure that 
the Lord He is God; it is He that hath made 
us, and not ourselves; we are His people 
and the sheep of His pasture. 

0 go your way into His gates with 
thanksgiving, and unto His courts with 
praise; be thankful unto Him, and speak 
good of His name. For the Lord is gracious, 
His mercy is everlasting: and His truth 
endureth from generation to generation. 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the 
God whom heaven and earth adore; from men 
and from the angel host be praise and glory 
evermore. Amen". 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

The date for membership reception is 
December 9th. If you're tempted by the idea 
of membership in this church, be in touch 
with Mr. Clarke as soon as possible. "Con
versations In Membership" will be held on 
Sunday evening, December 2nd. 

FINANCIAL CANVASS 

The 1991 Every Member Financial Can
vass is now under way. To date we have 
gratefully received 113 pledges totalling 
$88,682. 

Our goal for 1991 is $140,000 and 225 
pledges. We have a long ways to go, but 
we're off to a splendid start. If you have 
not yet responded with a pledge for 1991, 
may we encourage you to do so today. Pledge 
cards are in the pews and copies of the 1991 
budget are in the narthex. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL TO MEET 

The Administrative Council will meet 
on Tuesday evening at 7:30 in the Russell 
Room. 

NO MEETINGS THIS WEEK 

Neither the "Hounds of Heaven" or the 
Aldersgate Class will be meeting this week 
due to Thanksgiving. 

THANK YOU 

Yesterday's Christmas Fair was a tre
mendous success. We thank all of the many 
people who were involved at some point in 
it. And a very special word of apprecia
tion goes to the Fair Chairperson, Pat 
Henry. Thank you all very much! 

OFFICE TO BE CLOSED 

The Church office will be closed on Fri
day of this coming week. 
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1. 0 Lord of heaven and earth and sea, To thee all 
2. The gold- en sun -shine, ver - nat air, Sweet flowers, and 
3. For peace - ful homes and health - ful days, For all the 
4. For souls re-deemed, for sins for- given, For means of 
5. To thee, from whom we all de - rive Our life, our 
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praise and glo - ry be! How shall we show our 
fruit thy love de - clare; When har - vests rip - en, 
bless - ings earth dis - plays, We owe thee thank - ful 
grace and hopes of heaven: What can to thee, 0 
gifts, our power to give: 0 may we ev - er 
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love to thee, Who giv est all? 
thou art there, Who giv est all. 
ness and praise, Who giv est all. 
Lord, be given, Who giv est all? 
with thee live, Who giv est all! A - men. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
November 18, 1990 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Rhosymedre" V. Williams 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 694 "Come , Ye Thankful People, Come" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated ) 

God of our life, we confess in company with 
one another and before You, that we are wayward 
and less than faithful servants. We have loved 
things and used people; remembered slights and 
forgotten kindnesses; cal led on You in trouble 
and ignored You at other times; praised You in 
word and failed You in deed; allowed the present 
age to mold us and left untapped the power of the 
age to come. Deal with us after Your mercy for 
we are sorry for our sins and earnestly seek Your 
pardon through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION- WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER Psalm 100 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
GLORIA PATRI 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 

"For All These Mercies" 
Matthew 25: 14 - 30 

No. 821 
No. 885 

No. 71 

Handel 
Page 860 

ANTHEM "0 Be Joyful in the Lord " V. Williams 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 131 "We Gather Together " 
SERMON "Ultimate Thanksgiving" Mr. Clarke 
HYMN NO. 523 "0 Lord of Heaven and Earth and Sea" 
BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE 
ORGAN "Hyfrydol" V. Williams 

*** Interval for Ushering 

LAY READER 

We welcome Michael Schaffield to the lectern today. 
A native of Cincinnati, a graduate of the University of 
Kentucky and Yale Law School, Michael is an Attorney with 
Computer Associates International in Garden City, L.I .. 
Here in the church, he is a Trustee, Chairman of the 
Worship Committee, a me mber of the Administrative Council 
and the Outreach Committee and also serves as an usher. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are in celebration 
of Thanksgiving. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Beth McKay and Al Thomas. 
The ushers are Richmond and Lili Bates, Michele Barton, 
Jennifer Karim, John Moore, Larry Morales and Tom Weickert. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in Fellowship Hall 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us 
today by Dianne Ke ller, Anna Delson, Mary Frances Johnston, 
John Moore , Tula Ponce deLeon and Pat Werner . 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery Care 
for infants is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 9:30 
in Fellowship Hall. Duane Thompson is leading the class 
in a study of I Corinthians. All are welcome. 


