
"UNDER ORDERS II 

INTRODUCTION One afternoon last Fall I was having coffee and pie 
at Stanley's Cafeteria, which, as some of you know, 

use to be located just a few doors down 86th Street from the Church. 
I was all alone, and not particularly conscious of the other neople 
in the cafeteria. I was enjoying my C'Offee- and pie when suddenly I 
looked up and happened to notice a man across the room from when I was 
sitting whose face literally made me shudder. It would be difficult 
to describe the face to you. 

It is enough to say that it was a face that had been completely 
shattered and· misshapen. Someone had done the beet he could to re
shape it, but in spite of his efforts it waslja face that was hardly 
recognizable as that of a human being. When I first saw it, it was 
as though someone had suddenly hit me in the stomach. Normally such 
things do not bother me in the least, but this time it was different. 
I tried not to look at the man, tried to concentrate on my coffee and 
pie, but, as so often happens on such occasions, I could not keen my 
eyes off him. I kept looking and wondering and thinking - what? when? 
how? why? I noticed, too, that one of the help in the cafeteria 
stood and talked to him as he ate. I thought to myself - how kind of 
that person and wondered whether I would have or could have done the 
same if I had been in his shoes. 

As I walked back to the church, I was upset and unhappy. I think 
what upset me was the fact that I had instinctively turned away from 
a man who had auf fered greatly and who apparently had been the victim 
of some cruel accident, and I was upset because I had not been able 
to master my own instinctive repulsion. I thought to myselff- if I, 
a person who normally has what I think are fairly generous instincts, 
and a person who by profession is supposed to be a lover of all man
kind - if I am the victim of such instinctive aversions that I turn 
away from a man to whom I oupht to have turned (at least figuratively 
with sympathy and affection)·- ---·vihat can be expected of other neonle 
who neither by profession nor natural inclination are moved to be kind 
and sympathetic. I left the cafeteria and returned to the church, but 
the man's face has not left my consciousness, nor will it for a long 
time to come. 

SIMILAR EXPERIENCES I would assume that you have had similar ex-
periences. There may have been moments in 

your life, too, when you have instinctively turned away from someone 
the very eight of whom made you cringe. There may have been a good 
reason for it - a reason you could put down on paper and understand. 
It may be that the person did something you could not tolerate. He 
may have broken or violated your sense of values; he may have done 
something offensive; he may have hurt you deeply. Whatever he may 
have done, the relationship between you has changed. This come e back 
into your mind whenever you see the person. There's something like an 
inv;sible wall between the two of you, and try as you will you just 
can t seem to get through it. Instead of turning toward that person 
you turn almost instinctively in the other direction. There may be ~ 
reason for it. ' 

And then again there may be no reason at all for 
For example, your skin is white and you happen to sit 
with a person whose skin is black. You suddenly draw 

your aversion. 
down at a table 
back, and perhaps 
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you get up and leave •••• not because you have any carefully thought
out convictions about the inequality of the races, but simply be
@aUse there is something within you that is repelled by him. You 
recoil by the habit of a thousand year. And probably there are some 
places in the world where the same thing might happen in reverse, 
and for the same reason. 

Likewise, you might find yourself in intimate associate with a 
nerson of another faith, for examnle, a person of the Jewish faith. 
And in the same way you might feel yourself withdrawing -not im
politely, I hope - but closing the doors rather than opening them. 
You might feel uneasy •••• unnatural .•• and not bec,ause you had any 
carefully thought-out convictions regarding the uniqueness of your 
faith as over against hie, but because there is something deepseated 
within you which causes you to pull back rather than go forward. 

To bring it closer to home, you might come into this church on 
a Friday evening and find yourself down in the basement of the church 
where the members of Alcoholics Anonymous were assembling, and you 
might be surprised to find yourself going out of your way to avoid 
them, not to have any association with him ••••• not because of any 
carefully thought out convictions that you may have against the use 
of al~ohol, but rather because there's something in you that eays 
if he san alcoholic, he's pretty close to being a bum •••• and I 
just don't associate with such persons. -

THESE AVERSIONS.... These aversions- these antipathies- some-
times they're strong and deeply rooted in our 

11 ve s. I assume that all of you have them, of one kind or another. 
I may be assuming too much, but I know some of you well enough to 
know that they may be there - not resttng on the surface, but not 
very far beneath it. I am going to go one step further and say this: 
I hope that they make you unhappy, that they upset you, that you do 
not take them too casually, that they disturb your conscien~e -
especially when you find yourself turning away from other human 
beings rather than toward them. 

I hope this too that your common sense reminds you, quite apart 
from any religious convict :ions you may hold, that in these aversions 
and antipathies is to be found the major cause of so many of the 
troubles we bring into the world. I think if you were to put your 
finger on any one thing that brings trouble into the world it would 
be this - this deep seated, often irrational aversion that human 
beings have for one another. It can exist in 9mall groups, in family 
groups, in church fellows::1·.pd where one member may have such an 
aversion for another person that he simply cannot bear to be in the 
same room with him. 

And if it is true in small groups, think how much more it is 
true on a large sc·ale - in the world. If one group in the world, 
or here in the city, or in the south, or in the Congo or in Russia 
or in Western Europe cannot bear to sit down at the ··s~me table with' 
another g~oup, you can easily see that sooner or later something is 
bound to happen and an explosion tStke place. We should be upset more 
than we are when we see.in ourselves this strong, unhealth t~ndency 
toi aversion, for it is this very thing which breeds hatred mistrust 
m sunderstanding and causes war. ' ' 
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UNDER ORDERS Having said this, let me now go on and say this to 
you: as Christians, we are under orders always to 

turn toward neonle and never away from them. We sometimes forget 
this side of· the Gospel. True - you cannot command a person to luue 
his fellowman, but it is also true, and I see nowway to escape this 
fact it is true that as Christians we are under orders to turn toward 
neopie - the people we like and the people we don't like; the oeo~le 
who like us and the people who don't like us; the people who agree 
with us and the people who do not agree with us - we are under orders 
to turn toward them and not away from them, not to share their point 
of view or conviction- because they, like ourselves, e.re also human, 
sinners for whom Christ died, and they are all wrapped up with us in 
this bundle of life. 

We arB" under orders to love our fellow man, and whatever this 
thing is that we call Christian love - it is something more than 
politeness, more than kindness, more than silent acceptance or 
toleration, some thing more than a natural inclination to help peonle 
in trouble with whom we may be tied by various bonds of affection and 
neighborliness. We are under orders, as I see it, to develon within 
ourselves a love and genuine concern for others that does exceed the 
normal boundaries of human kindness. 

CAN YOU CHANGE? This raises a question, and it's a big questionF---
is it possible-to change our dispositions, to 

change our natural inclinations into a more Christ-like disposition. 
Is it possible to master these aversions, to change these inner 
attitudes. 

It is possible. People do change. Their attitudes and their 
think~ng can change. But two things I should like to say at this 
point. First - it never happens easily or quickly if you're a grown 
person. These patterns are well set and in many cases rigidly 
fixed, and the blocks that are in the way of the normal flow of 
emotfons are not easily moved. They may have been thene fqr a long 
time, some of them are rooted in heredity and environment, and 
cannot be pushed away with one sweep of the sniritual arm. And 
second: it never happens completely or perfectly. Those old aversions 
will always creep in on you and sometimes when they're least expected 
causing embarassment. Just when you think you're coming along fairly 
well and may have mastered them, something or some one of your old 
prejudices will flair up and turn you away from a person. 

I think you know this - that it never hanpens easily and com
nletely, but neither of these facts reli~vas a person from the re
sponsibility of not at least trying to move in that direction. Our 
natural inclination, I suppose, is to excuse ourselves from things 
we ought to do and c·ould do, because we say that they are far too 
difficult and thus we never get to first base. 

TWO THINGS TO DO · Two things that you can do. One thing you can 
do is to work at it, to work at this sort of 

thing deliberately. Many of the aversions that you have toward people 
are created by prejudice and ig~oraaoe,.,. · From time to time, you 
can take out your prejeduices and look at them. The next 
time you feel yourself turning from a Negro, or a Puerto Rican, 



- 4 -

R c thobic or a Democrat, or a 
or an Oriental or a Jew, or a ,oman t~ · 'with_ say to yourself: 
Re~ublican or' anybody that you reno in tuns a· look 
"I'm goin~'home and take out my prejudices and ignoran~est a~h1s sort 
them over'' This is one thing you can do. You can wor a 
of t bing It' 8 not easy to overcome your avers ions to human beings' k 
but you ~an work at it. Move a little closer to the peoule you shrin 
from and see if as time goes on you do not get to that you can go 
right up to them and touch them. 

sometime ago I read a story about the Duke of Windsor. When he 
w~s a young man he was a soldier and, when the First World War came, 
he went to Franc·e with his regiment. At the end of the war he went 
to vi s1 t one of the hoe pi tale where the wounded were and they took 
him ~nly into the wards where the happier men who had not

11
been badly 

injured were staying. He said, "Aren't there cmy others? They said, 
"Yes"· He insisted on seeing them. He did see them and finally he 
said, "Ian 't there anyone else?" There was one man whose face was 
misshapen beyond recognition. He insisted on seeing him, ana the 
following line was written in the book "He we·nt into the room and 
found a man horribly torn. He leaned over the bed and touched the 
soldier's cheek with his lipan. I think you can do it if you try. 

And the second thing you can do it not in the strict semse some
thing you aan do at all. Rather, it is something you catch. You 
catch it by association with him who did it to perfection - who 
reached out his hand and touched a leper; who never turned away f'rom 
people who were the source of his major oppo:e11i.:ban - scribes, pharisees, 
but kept ~tg~t going right into their homes, talking with them, 
disagreeing with them, trying to understand them, and help them, and 
who in the end never turned away even from the peoule who were taking 
hie life. You cannot be with a person like this very long and not 
catch something of that spirit. You will not do it perfectly. You 
will never catch it all, but you will find yourself, little by little, 
becoming at times more like him. 

This one final picture I leave in your minds, and it may be 
famili~r to some of you. Francis of Assisi had a particular aversion 
to lepers. One day riding along he saw a leper emerge :from a vave 
and come his way nd stand in front of him. Instinctively he spurred 
his horse to go on. Yet when he got by he knew that he had done 
something profoundly wrong. And he went back and kissed the leoer 
on his lips and in this case the biographer writes: 11 AND AS B'S REBMMED 
HIS WAY, IT SEEiviED AS IF THE HEAVENS SANG FOR JOY" 

And so they will for you when you overcome your natural in
clination to turn away from peonle and find yourself, almost super
naturally, turning toward them.·· 

LET US PRAY: 0 Christ, who never turned 9.way from any human being, 
no matter how unworthy or unresponsive or unattractive 

he might be, help us so to enter into thy spirit, and let thy snirit 
so dwell in us, that we may turn towards the neonle who are ruround us 
no matter who they are that we may do our part to heal the wounds of ' 
world. Amen 



ORGAN 

CALL TO l,DRSHIP 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
June 17 1962 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. 11, 

"Andante" 
"Intermezzo in E major" 

Rheinberger 
Brahms 

HY1'1N NO. 77 "?raise, my soul, the King of heaven" 
PRAY"R OF CONFESSICN (Seated) 

AL~ighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Naker of all things, Judge of all men; we acknowl
edge our manifold sins and ~.rickedness, \fhich we 
have committed by thought, ·word, and deed. He do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these 
our misdoings. Have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; forgive us all that is past; and q;rant 
that eve may ever hereafter serve and olease Thee 
in nevmess of life; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen 

SIL'HT 1\fi.DTT'\.TION - ".:DRDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD' S i:JF.AYER 

RES ':)JNSIV:S RSJ\DING 
GLJRIA ?ATRI 
APOSTLES • cnEr<:D 

''The House of Prayer" 

~NTH:EN 11 Inrrnortal, Invisible" 
SC~I PTURE I John 2: 7 - 11 
~JERSICillS Al'JD RESf'ONSES 
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Thiman 

PASTORAL ~AYSR 
OFFE..B.TORY ANTHEJYI 

Choral Amen 
11 0 Thou From Whom All Goodness Flm>Js 11 

(Lewis 
PRESENTATION OF THE JFJ."ERThTG 1.:/1 TH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYHN NO. 364 "}'iore love to Thee, 0 Christ" 
SER.HON 11 UNDER ORDE'!iS'1 Rev. lvir. Clarke 
HYI'-'IN NO. 268 "Are ye able? 11 

BENEDICTION 
JRGAN "Allegretto" 

-~~H~ .. Inte!'\Tal for ushering 

Choral Amen 
Clerambault 

AN lliVITATION 

Refreshments N'ill be served in Fellowship Hall 
immediately following the service. J1embers and friends 
are invited to share in these delightful moments. The 
hostesses today are :i"'iss Linah, Hrs. LOi>Jry, and Nrs. 
Greenough. 

USH!.::RS - 1\lffiSs:'tY CAl E - GRr.;ETERS 

Us '1ers for today 1s service are Hr. Bowater, and 
l1r. Herget. i'-lrs. Clarke and l''liss Strozier are in 
charge of the Nursery Pro:!:ram for pre-schoolers Nhich 
meets on the fourth floor during the -vrorship service. 
Greeters, identified by the red carnation, are Hrs. 
Ka1Jfer and l'ftrs. HcDonald. 

THE ALT _AJ.~. FLOi,TERS 

The flowers on the altar this morning are the joint 
gift of !.1iss Dorothy McCleary given in memory of her 
father, Thomas H. HcCleary and Hiss Donna Pennoyer 
given in memory of her father, Donald A. Pennoyer. 

CotTVI;RSATIONS IN CffiJRCH NEMBERSHIP 

Conversations in Church l'1embership will be held 
this evening at seven-thirty in the fourth floor lounge. 
This interesting session is for those Hho in r ecent 
Heeks have found a church home in our midst and who 
would now like to learn rrore about the steps that lead 
to membership in the church. 'i.ece l}tion of nevr members 
will be held next Sundqy morning at the regular hour of 
worship. 

GIFrS FOR 11 IN'I'1.~H.FAITH 11 NEIGHBORS 

Next Sunday morning special envelopes will be 
·placed in the pews for those who Hould like to make a 
; i.f:t to the fine v-rork of "Interfaithn rie".c;hbors. The 
current issue of t he Park AvenevJS describes this work. 
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