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"VOID - IF DETACHED" 

INTRODUCTION It's strange - how two events can conspire to suggest a sermon. 
The first was a train ride up to White Plains back in November. 

It was between commuter rush hours, and I held in my hand one of those round-trip 
tickets in two detachable sections - NY to White Plains, and then the reverse, 
White Plains to NY. IrJhile relaxing on the train, I studied the firze print on the 
ticket and noticed that both sections carried this printed warning: "Void - If 
Detached". 

The conductor came along shortly and performed the necessary surgery of 
separation, but those three words lingered in my thought and prompted me to think 
anew about the interdependence of people and of things in our day. 

DEVELOPMENT 

if separated". 

So many instances come to mind to illustrate the far wider 
application of that warning, "Void -If Detached". "Not good -

For example, what good was the train if detached from the track on which 
we were speeding along~ Or what good was that traffic light on a nearby highway 
if detached from the electric power lines? Or what good was that store in the 
distance if detached from the trucks that made deliveries and the farms and the 
factories that pr~duce the goods? 

I'm sure that you could come up with other examples to confirm the fact of 
interdependence - one thing upon another - one event waiting upon another - one 
person relying on another - and none of them fully effective in isolation. "Void 
If Detached" said the small print on the ticket. "No man is an island" said John 
Donne back in the 16th Century. 

And then the second spur to this sermon came a little later on in same lines 
from a book written by the late Dean Samuel Miller of Harvard Divinity School, 
and they struck me as an exposition of the br~ef warning on the ticket. Said he, 

11 If we are deprived of our relationships, we are deprived of 
our reality. To be completely alone is to be completely null 
and void. The authentic nature of human reality cannot be 
utterly individualized. The further we tend toward the 
isolation of the individual, the more insupportable life be
comes." 

So there it was again. "To be completely alone is to be completely null and void". 
"Void -if detached". It's an interesting thought to play around with and when 
you begin to explore its possibilities, you find paths that lead in different 
directions. 

HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS First of all, think about it in terms of the whole realm 
of human relationships. How many words there are in our 

vocabulary of diagnosis which reflect the detachment and the separation between 
people - words like "alienation", "estrangement", "gap", "segregation". And just 
think of the problems - the tensions - that have resulted in so many areas of 
life as a result of those situations which the words describe. We were made for 
community, and yet at so many points we are eyeing one another across gulfs of 
suspicion and mistrust. One does not have to go very far to find tragic human 
proof of the validity of the warning on the ticket. 
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There is a way in which a person is void if detached from a family. A young 
person may decide that he doesn't need his family ••• that he's the master of his 
fate and the captain of his soul, and that he can get along without the signals 
and the signs and the supportive strengths from those in his home. And certainly 
part of this is perfectly normal and natural and necessary - the steps toward 
selfhood, and the move toward maturity in life. Only this •••• when a young person 
comes into real maturity and assuming that he has come from a real home ••• then he 
knows he's in debt to that home and he is not so insistent upon his independence. 

Or again, there is a way in which a person is void if detached from his 
friends. Think about the application of this warning and ponder how different 
and how destitute our lives wo1·ld have been without the influence of our friends -
their support, their encouragement ••• at some of the turns in the roads we have 
travelled. The script differs with each of us, but it is a poor and pathetic 
life that cannot see the places at which friends have made the difference. 

And think of some of the other paths that we could take in opening up the 
truth of these 1<1ords. It has something to say to so many of the gaps that are 
evident in our time. The generation gap. It should never be one generation 
pitted against another, for either is incomplete if isolated from the otaar. 
Youth is like a tree without roots if it cannot learn from the experience of 
elders. Age is like a tree that has been winter-killed, if it cannot learn from 
forward looking young people. Each generation needs each other. 

Or, take the gulf between the races, or the gulf between urbia and sub
urbia. Beware of trying to live in isolation, as though the other half simply 
does not exist, for with races and regions, as with many a popular contest, we 
need that "other half" in order to really win! 

OUR TASK Our task is not to draw ourselves apart in detached and rigid 
exclusiveness. Our task is to become skilled architects and 

engineers of bridges that span the chasms between generations, between races, 
between regions and nations and churches and creeds - understanding for ourselves 
personally and collectively the great urgency of that simple warning on the 
ticket. · 

A few days ago we celebrated Martin Luther King's birthday and I was 
reminded of something he expressed so eloquently in a sermon in the l'iashington 
Cathedral shortly before he was killed. 

"No individual" he said, "can live alone, no nation can live 
alone, and anyone who feels that he can live alone is sleep
ing through a revolution. The world in 1<1hich we live is 
geoggaphically one. The challenge that we face today is to 
make it one in terms of brotherhood. We must all learn to 
live together as brothers. Or we will all persih together 
as fools. We are tied together in the single garment of 
destiny, caught in an inescapable network of mutuality. And 
whatever affects one directly affects all indirectly". 

And certainly one cannot help but feel the urgent truth of those words on the 
ticket, "Void - If Detached" for the churches of America, for the denominations and 
traditions they represent. 

·. :-:· 
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I think that more and more we sense that we cannot continue to go our own 
separate ways, for the world, and especially for ~s, the city - are too strong 
for a divided Church. We are growing in our realization that the walls that have 
divided us as denominations do not reach up to heaven, and that the things that 
have separated us are not as strong as those things that unite us. We see more 
and more that the future of the Christian enterprise rests with attachment and 
not detachment. "In unity, there is strength". 

HIGHEST SPIRITUAL MEANING Suppose we consider now the highest spiritual 
meaning of this phrase. We call to mind some words 

spoken by our Lord, Jesus, to His disciples in the Upper Room on the last night 
of His life as He shared the Last Supper with them. 

"Apart from me You can do nothing at all. I am the vine, you 
are the branches. The man who does not share my life is like 
a branch that is broken off and withers away. It is the man 
who shares my life and whose life I share who proves faithful". 

Gathered around Him that night were men who knew perfectly well what He was 
talking about - for they were living testimony to that truth. Lives that had been 
pretty well withered and worn until He came along, shared His life with them and 
in so doing put meaning and strength into them. There, in the corner, was 
Matthew with a record as a crafty, cnooked tax collector, until one day the Master 
met him and opened the door to change with those words, "Follow Me 11 • And Peter -
close by - as profane and tempermental a fisherman who ever fished on the Sea of 
Galilee, until one day he responded to a voice that said, "Follow men, and I will 
make you a fisher of men". 

And somewhere in the background that night, Mary Magdalene, who was 
respected by no one including herself, until a day when the Man from Nazareth 
led her to understand that there might be forgiveness for the past and some meaning 
for the future. Those who were with Him that night recognized the scenery when 
Jesus used the metaphor of the "vine and the branches" - and they could tell us 
something of the spiritual meaning of the text on the ticket, "Voide- If Detached". 

The words of Jesus are relevant and needful. "Apart from me you can do 
nothing at all". And yet - we 1re forever trying ••• forgetting and forsaking the 
life of the spirit and the spirit of His life. One thinks of the scores of people 
in this city who have drifted away from Him, forgotten Him, who neglect the 
living and vital center of belief. Drop-outs from the Church ••• drifters from 
Christ. Their lives could mean so much more if only they were attahed, tied in, 
in earnest about these matters of which we speak. 

Every now and then, something or someone brings us up short and reveals the 
real thing to us, a life really lived in the Christ-spirit, a life really attached 
to Him and reflecting that personal relationships and that spirit so naturally in 
the world. Some "fool for Christ's sake 11 investing His life in some dark, difficult 
place. Some person coming through controversy and criticism with a glad and a 
gracious spirit. Some person coming through trials and troubles with steady 
strength. Some person standing up for ideals and for convictions with quiet courage. 

Then it is that we are reminded that there is a "present power" - enough to 
renew hope and inspire us to a deeper commitment. There is still a living spirit 
of God meeting us in the person of Christ that can and does make a difference in a 
human life - how one sets his goals, how one deals with trouble, triumph and 
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temptation, how one regards other people ••• how one regards himself •• how one 
lives and how one dies. 

Jesus was underscoring the warning on that simple train ticket, "Void - If 
Detached" when He spoke that lifting vtord to His disciples as they shared in the 
Last Supper: 

"Apart from Me you can do nothing. I am the vine and 
you are the branches. The mwn who does not share my 
life is like a branch that is broken off ••• and withers 
away". 

PRAYER God, Our Father, there are those times in life when we get cut-off 
and find ourselves in isolation from family, from friends, from our 

fellow man and even from Christ and from what You have done for us in Him. 

Remind us in these moments that we were never meant to be utterly alone. 
Restore us where we are broken, separated and strethen us in that compansionship 
with Christ that His light and love may be in us and that it may flowe from us to 
others, all in His name and spirit. Amen. 



INTRODUCTION It is a joy to be with you this morning ••• to have the 
opportunity to share in your observance of The Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity and to celebrate with you on this Christian 
Unity Sunday. 

The warmth of your welcome has already made me feel very much at 
home. 

And I'm pleased that your Pastor, Raymond Schulze, is preaching 
this hour in the pulpit of the Park Avenue United Methodist Church. 

I see that two weeks from today you will be celebrating the llBth 
anniversary of this congregation. I wish you a very happy anniversary. 

I was thinking earlier this morning that if you were to add up 
~ the total number of years that our two churches have been serving 
in the name of Jesus Christ in this community •••• you would have 262 yearsJ 
Chances are that this is the first time that our two churches have shared 
in a pulpit exchange or in any type of program aimed at helping us to get 
to know each other better. 

I think this sort of thing is a definite plus ••••• long over-due. 
And I personally rejoice in a Sunday such as this and have a feeling that 
your beloved Pastor does also. The purpose of a morning like this is to 
bring a greater sense of unity among our congregations and to remind us of 
our unity in Jesus Christ. 

PRAYER Let us pray. 

"Help us, Lord, to be master of ourselves so that we may become 
the servants of others. Take our lips and speak through them. Take our 
minds and think through them. Take our hearts and set them on fire. In 
the name and spirit of Christ. Amen" 

TEXT FOR THE SERMON 

15. Verses 1 - 11. 

The text for today's sermon is taken from that 
portion of Scripture listed in the bulletin. John 

The fifth verse is the Word from the Gospel that I would put 
before you in the way of a text. Let me read it: 

"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing" 



ANTHEM: "Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord" 

"Cast thy burden upon the Lord; and He 
shall sustain thee. He never will suffer 
the righteous to fall. He is at thy right 
hand. Thy mercy, Lord, is great, and far 
above the heavens. Let none be made ashamed 
that wait upon Thee!" 

ANTHEM: "Gloria" 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will to men." 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite you 
to remain to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome in the 
choir. Rehearsals are held Wednesdays at 
6:15 pm in the downstairs Choir Room 

Now's a good time to join the choir as 
it begins to prepare for a special Sunday 
afternoon music program on February 15th 
with the choir of the Park Avenue Christian 
Church, Park Avenue and 85th Street. 

TRUSTEES TO MEET 

The Trustees of the Church will meet on 
Tuesday night at 7:30 pm, Fellowship Hall. 

TODAY'S PREACHER 

We welcome the Reverend Raymond C. 
Schulze, Pastor of the Immanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Lexington Avenue and 88th 
Street, to our pulpit this morning. He 
comes to us in connection with our observance 
of The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
which concludes today. 

As a part of our celebration of 
Christian Unity Sunday, our minister, the 
Reverend Philip Clarke, is preaching at the 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church. This 
pulpit exchange helps to highlight the 
ecumenical concerns of both parishes. 

SHARING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 

Mr. William Proctor, Lay Leader of our 
Church, is pre~iding over the service this 
morning. Mrs. Morton Delson, President of 
the United Methodist Women, is offering the 
Pastoral Prayer in today's service. 

ADULT CLASS 

A popular Bible Class for adults meets 
on Sunday morning at 9:30 in Fellowship 
Hall. Coffee is available and new members 
are always welcome. William Proctor, Lay 
Leader, serves as class teacher. 

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS TO MEET 

The Committee on Nominations will meet 
again this Thursday evening at 7:30pm. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
January 25, 1981 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Song of Peace" Langlais 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 55 "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated) 

Help us, 0 Lord, who claim to be Christians. 
Teach us our responsibilities to You and to oth
ers in this world. Save us from loving religion 
instead of You. Take fire and burn away our hy
pocrisy. Take water and wash away the blood that 
we cause to be shed. Take sunlight and dry the 
tears of those we have hurt. Take love and plant 
it in our hearts, that peace and joy may be made 
real for all people everywhere. For we ask these 
things in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION -WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

PSALTER "The Lord Is Good" 
GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM 

"Cast Thy Burden" 
John 17: 20 - 26 

"Gloria" 

No. 566 
No. 792 
No. 740 

Mendelssohn 
Page 941 

PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 224 "Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine" 

Haydn 
No. 809 

SERMON "Living In One Conununion" Pastor Schulze 
HYMN NO. 483 "Rejoice, the Lord Is King" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Pasticcio" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

- -- -- ------

Langlais 

LAY READER 

We welcome Yvonne Knight to the lectern today. A 
native of New Jersey, Yvonne is a Cornell University 
graduate with a BS degree in Nursing. Currently working 
on an MBA Degree at Baruch College, she and her husband, 
Paul, are active members of the Adult Fellowship. Yvonne 
is also a member of the Choir and the UMW. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar are given in loving memory 
of Dennis Dibble by Church friends. 

USHERS 

The ushers today are Mr. Trinka, Mrs. Clements, 
Mr. Flagg, Mr. High, Mr. Hughes, Mr. Kilbride and Mr. 
Nespole. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for 
us today by Miss Frisbee, Mrs. Broones, Mrs. Clarke, Mrs. 
Pew, Mrs. Radnay, Miss VanCleve and Miss Walcott. 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

Sessions of Church School for children of all ages 
are held Sunday mornings from eleven to twelve. Nursery 
care for infants and toddlers is available in the fourth 
floor Day School Room. 

LOOKING AHEAD 

An All-Church Brunch sponsored by the United Metho
dist Women will be held on Sunday, February 8th. Tickets 
will be on sale next Sunday. 



PASTORAL PRAYER: January 11, 1981 

0 THOU WHO ART the light of the minds that know Thee, 
the joy of the hearts that love Thee, 
the strength of the wills that serve Thee. 

HEAR OUR THOUGHTS •••• as we enter into these quiet moments of 
prayer. Here remind us that "more things are wrought by 
prayer than this world has ever dreamed". 

STEADY US ••• SUSTAIN US, 0 God and Father of us all, with that 
"blessed assurance" that our problems can be met and mastered 
1-1ith Your help, Your wisdom, Your grace and guidance. 

PURGE from our lives all that which prevents us from coming in 
touch with Your spirit. Help us to overcome that tendency 
to always think of ourselves first. Help us to concentrate 
on You "in spirit and in truth" that 1-1e may find that inner 
peace and power that makes a difference. 

THANKFUL l~ ARE, 0 GOD, that you have brought us safely through this week 
that has been demanding, discouraging and difficult for so 
many gathered here in worship. 

Renew our perspective. 
Help us to see life from higher ground in these moments. 

Where there is personal disorder, bring peace. 
Where there is lingering illness, bring healing. 
1nlhere there is disturbing doubt, bring faith. 
Where there are broken hearts, broken dreams, bring reassurance 

and new strength. 

WE PRAY, LORD, not only for ourselves, but also for others - especially for 
the person sitting next to us in the pew •••• the person to our 
left, the person to our right. 

We pray for those with whom we work - in the office, in 
the class room, in the hospital. We hold in our hearts 
our loved ones from whom we are separated this hour by 
distance, but from whom we are not separated by love and 
concern. We hold in our prayers those who have lost loved ones. 

REMIND US THAT WE cannot fellowship with You, Lord, if in our hearts we reject 
or neglect our brother in need. Therefore, take us and use 
us to carve Thy will in the world where we live and work. 

All this we ask in the spirit of Jesus Christ, in whom we 
have found life 1 s highest hopes and life 1 s deepest meaning. 
In His name and spirit, we pray. 

Amen 



"BEATING THE BIDES" 

'l TEXT: 11 A cheerful heart is a good medicine, but 
a downcast spirit dries up the bones" 

(Proverbs 17: 22) 

INTRODUCTION January is the meanest month of the year, breeding flu germs 
in steamy buses, mixing ice and anxiety, stirring old wounds 

to fresh pain. It's the month when the bills from Christmas spending arrive 
along with those tax forms that have to be faced and filed. 

Statistically, January is a killer. On its chill breath come the heaviest 
snows, the bitterest nights, the worst fin~s, and the highest death rates. Jan
uary should be banned. It hurts like a serpent's tooth. And it's not quite 
half over. Politically, it's aluays a melancholy :m.ontl:J.. Col.lgress camrenese al.ld 
swear&, "not a eeRt" • except fOP the PeRttl:gon aRd furthsr fsatRQri.ng of its. 
own=nrivjleged nest. Big city mayors worry about budgets and welfare and the 
likelihood of a big snow and a big snow removal bill. 

Severe cold, psychiatrists tell us, is perceived as a "threat". ~..Je draw in
to ourselves, hide in warm places, curse the darkness that falls at five o'clock. 
Absenteeism rises, kids stay home from school, glad to have the sniffles. 

DEVELOPMENT This is the time of year when many a believer is apt to come 
down with a aase of the blues. During Advent and at Christmas 

we were on tiptoes of excitement and expectation. Nov1, hovJever, most of us are 
standing around, flat-footed, a bit grouchy, wondering if there is somewhere 
for our feet to go, somewhere with a purpose for going and doing. 

This is the time of year when life seems to throw more stones, and it isn't 
easy to pick them up and build an altar, even though we knm1 that what is worst 
for our morale is often best for our character! This is the time of year when 
children complain, "why all the vitamins in spinach and not in the ice cneam?" 
This is the time of year when their fathers and their mothers recall G. B. Shatv's 
definition of love: "A gross exaggeration of the difference between one person 
and everybody else". 

Yes, it was at this time of the year when a shivering old New Yorker crept 
out of the cold and into the warmth of a "greasy spoon" ••• there to be met by a 
big ugly waiter with a filthy apron. 11 0K Mac, what's your? 11 "Two fried eggs, 
and a few kind words" was his reply. Soon the big ugly waiter with the filthy 
apron was back, slapped the eggs dovm on the table and started off. "Hey, friend, 
you forgot"i •• what about the few kind words?" "Oh, yeah" replied the waiter. 
"Don't eat dem eggs!" 

WHAT TO DO TO BEAT THE BLUES? So, what to do when hope looks more like a can-
dle about to go out than a beacon blazing across 

the sky? vJhat can you do to beat the blues? We've all got them! 

Of course we can pray for an encounter with God, for so overwhelming is 
that experience that Moses, you may recall, ~ook off his shoes, and Elijah covered 
his face, and Isaiah fell apart and broke into confession, while Peter dropped to 
his knees. But that might bemjbb tempt the Lord. Besides, even for the prophets 
and the saints such encounters are rare, and it's probably for the best. 
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We can, of course, pray ••• and "take it to the Lord 11 •••• and even here 
in New York City experience daily "the earth with its store of wonders 

I was standing in line at Chemical Bank down the street one day about two 
weeks ago. The line was long ••• about sixty people ••• only three tellers on duty. 
People were patient and restless and snappy. Some were quite angry and others 
were on their way. I thought we'd have a nasty scene. As I stood there watch
ing and ~vaiting I was reminded of time spent in Maine in the Summer watching 
and observing the gulls. 

Some of the time, I confess, mostly when they are in the water, fighting and 
hollering at each other, they only da:e~~m my mode mood, reminding me of certain 
meetings I occasionally attend, and also from whence cometh the expression, "bird
brained". They snap and they snort. They fuss and they fume. But they have 
only to take off into the air and start gliding, and diving, and hovering and I 
find myself talking to their Creator and mine, saying, 11 0 God, if only we humans 
could be who we are so effortlessly". 

"Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite. 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light". 

"The world" said G. K. Chesterton, "does not lack for wonders ••• only for a 
sense of wonder". 

And human beings, too, for all of their shortcomings, their funny, foolish 
ways, their snapping and snorting, for ali their gaucheries and downright wicked
ness, still are wondrous. Of course, if you desire to control others they will 
appear smaller than they really are. But if you simply wonder at human beings -
and the onely among you can do this better than those who are too busy - wonder 
about their sensibilities, their subtleties, their surprises, their sensitivity -
human beings will appear bigger than life. 

I never cease wondering at the courage that persists amid the fury of pain 
and disease. I never cease wondering at the way the human spirit survives in 
this city - despite poverty and prejudice, insult and injury, despair and dis
couragement and rejection. 

My mind boggles at the amount of time, energy and imagination it took to 
build this city. I rever cease wondering at Ne1-1 York. 

Aristotle was rightl We should approach the world with wonder and then with 
doubt. If you 1re in the throes of the blues, then see if you haven't gotten the 
order mixed up and have it in reverse. You may be approaching the 1ororld with 
doubt first, and your sense of wonder may be getting rusty, in danger of dying. 

"The world does not lack for wonders ••• only for a sense of wonder." And 
Kierkegaard was saying much the same thing when he wrote: 

"The greatest miracles in this world take place there 
where people say, 'I don't see anything so miraculous 
about that. 1 11 

So - for those of you who are trying to "beat the blues 11 , I have a siUJ.ple 
wish. BetHeen today and next Sunday, have a "wonder-full" week. That's point one. 
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ANGER If a sense of wonder can do wonders, so can anger. Of course depression 
and boredom are both linked to anger, but to anger that is eepressed. 

So lethal is repressed anger, that I want to pass on to you some good advice that 
was given me some time ago. "Remember" said this friend, "a thought-murder a day 
keeps the psychiatrist away". The friend was drawing a very important line - the 
line between feelings and behavior. All feelings are valid; all behavior isn't. 

And his words reminded me of those 1-1ords of St. Paul, "Be angry, but do not 
sin". Actually, if we're never angry we probably are sinning. After all, Jesus 
was ~ a great deal of the time and for good reason. The world does not lack 
for things to be angry at; only for lack of anger. 

Jesus never tolerated the intolerable, and neither should we. In fact, I 
think anger is not only a good counter to depressicm. I am convinced that given 
the massive immoralities in r:h~we are immersed, only a moral passion akin to 
Christ's can save our sanity~ 

Some years ago, an overly polite father, who had never been able to get near 
to his son, one day reported he and his son had ended up rolling all over the 
floor in a fight. He was horrified, but I confessed I rather rejoiced. To be 
sure, that's not the best \vay for a father to get in touch with his son, but it 
is contact. As every 1Black in this church knows, courtesy can be a barrier more 
devastating than a blowo 

Some people are afraid of being angry for fear of losing friends. Well, 
isn 1t it better to be hated for what we are than loved for what :Je are not? 
Isn't a true friend one who risks friendship for the sake of his friend6 

Thoreau was a great ft~erican because he never trimmed the truth. Like 
Jesus, he never tolerated intolerable hypocrisy. Jesus said, "Woe to you, scribes, 
pharisees and hypocrites". Thoreau said, "for every virtuous person there are 
999 patrons of virtue". Jesus said, "Not all who say, 'Lord, Lord 1 shall enter the 
Kingdom of heaven". Thoreau wrote of the New Testament, 

"Most people favor it outwardly, defend it with 
bigotry and hardly • ., •• ever read it£ 11 

Unheeded and unpopular in his time, Thoreau is today honored because he put 
something of substance into the mainstream of American history that sustains us 
over one hundred years later. Like Jesus, he never repressed his anger, but he 
did keep it focused~. Like Jesus, he was willing to risk his friendships for the 
sake of his friendso 

So, if you 1re trying to beat the blues, have not only a "wonder-full" week, 
but in the second place, have a feisty one. "Be angry, but do not sin". Focus 
your anger on some things that need to be changed. 

LOVE Most of all, start loving someone. You know hmv it is, when pscyhologically 
you are 0n dead center ••• you cannot move. 

In moments like that, it's very important that you do something, if only to 
clean up your room or clean out a closet. Well, when you're depressed you've got 
to start loving someone ••• you 1ve got to do something for others. Visit someone 
in the hospital, or write a fan-letter, or take someone to the movies, or con
tribute to some relief agency, or do something for your Church. 
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"VOID IF DETACHED" 

INTRODUCTION It's strange -how two events can conspire to launch a sermon. 
The first event was a train ride into Connecticut last Spring. 

It was between co~~uter rush hours, and I held in my hand one of those special, 
round-trip tickets in two detachable sections - NY to Stamford, and then the re
verse, Stamford to NY. As I relaxed on the train, I studied the fine print on the 
ticket and noticed that both sections carried this printed warning: "Void - If De
tached". 

The conductor performed the necessary surgery of separation, but those three 
words lingered on in my thought and I began to think anew about the interdependence 
of people and of things in our day. 

So many instances come to mind to illustrate the wider application of that 
warning: "Void - If Detached". "Not good ••• if separated". _For example, what good 
was that train if detached from the tracks on which we were travelling? Or what 
good was that traffic light on a nearby highway if detached from the electric 
pmrmr lines? Or what good was my hand that held the ticket if detached from the 
rest of my body and the nerve system that directs it? Other examples could be 
suggested - all of them helping to confirm this fact of interdependence - one thing 
depending upon another - one event waiting upon another - one person relying upon 
another - and none of them fully effective in isolation. 

And then the second spur to this sermon came a little later on in some lines 
from a book written by the late Dean Samual! Hiller of Harvard Divinity School, and 
they struck me as an exposition of that warning on the ticket. 

"If we are deprived of our re la. tionships," he said, "we a:re 
deprived of our reality. To be completely alone is to be 
completely null and void. The authentic nature of human 
reality cannot be utterly individualized. The further we 
tend toward the isolation of the individual, the more in
supportable life becomes". 

So there it was again. "To be completely alone is to be completely null and void". 
"Void - If Detached". It's an interesting thought to play around with, and when 
you begin to explore its possibilities, you find paths that lead in various directions. 

HUH.AN RELATIONSHIPS Consider it, first, in terms of the whole realm of human 
relationships. There are so many words in our modern 

vocabulary of diagnosis which reflect the detachment and the separation between 
people - words like "alienation", "estrangement", "gap", "segregation". Think of 
the problems and the tensions that have resulted as a result of the situations 
those words describe. We were made for community - and yet, at so many levels we 
eye one another across gulfs of suspicion and mistrust. Indeed, one does not have 
to go far to find tragic human proof of the validity of that warning. 

There is a way in which a person is void if detached from a family. Back in 
World War II, when London was under heavy bombardment, the English authorities 
thought that they were doing the best possible thing for the children of London by 
evacuating them to the northern regions where they would be safe from the bombs. 
But it was soon discovered that the children - especially the young ones - suffered 
emotional disturbances, though they were physically safe, because they had been re
moved from the love and companionship of their parents. Part of our modern turbulence 
can be traced to the weakening of family life, with far too many children scarred 
and warped by lack of affection and security. Many a judge and many a social worker 
9ould probably preach a pretty could sermon on our text • . 
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And so on through life. A young person may decide that he doesn't need his 
family - that he can get along without the signals, the signs, the supporting 
strengths of the home. Granted, part of this is normal, natural, necessary - the 
steps toward selfhood, the move toward maturity. Only this - when a young person 
comes into real maturity and assuming he has come from a real home - then he knows 
he's in debt to that home and he is not so insistent upon his independence and the 
cutting of all ties. A person needs that home address - for without it, and 
without attachment to home people who knovJ him, love him, accept him for what he 
is - life can be pretty empty and void. 

Or again - there is a way in which a person is void if detached from his 
friends. How different and perhaps how destitute our lives would have been without 
the influence of our friends - their support, their encouragement - at various 
twists and turns in the roads we have travelled. I read somewhere that Thomas 
Dooley had difficulty in medical school - not so much a matter of marks as it was 
a matter of manners. Most of the faculty was ready to toss him out because of 
irresponsibility. But there was a certain Dean in the school who went to bat for 
him - who intervened and personally assumed responsibility for continuing Thomas 
Dooley as a student. One friend who had confidence in him at a crucial time - who 
can calculate the results of that loyalty? The script differs with each of us -
but it is a poor and pathetic life that cannot see the places at which friends 
have made the difference! 

OTHER PATHS Consider some more of the paths that we could take in opening up 
the truth of that warning on the ticket: "Void- If Detached". The 

word "gap" is often used now-a-days. What about the generation gap. It should 
never ben one generation against another - for either is incomplete if isolated 
from the other. Youth is like a tree without roots if it cannot learn from the 
experience of elders - and age is like a tree that has been winter killed, if it 
cannot learn from forward looking young men and women. Each generation needs 
each other. 

Or take the gulf between the races - or the gulf between urbia and sub
urbia. Beware of trying to live in isolation - as thoughttlileeother half does not 
exist - for with races and regions, as with many a popular contest, we need that 
"other half" to really win! Lincoln was sermonizing on our theme when he spoke 
those words we need to hear again: "A house divided against itself cannot stand. 
I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free". 

Our task then is not to draw ourselves apart in a detached, rigid exclusiveness. 
Our task is to become skilled architects and engineers of bridges that span the 
gaps and gulfs between generations, bet•reen races, regions, suburbs and city, 
churches, creeds - understanding for ourselves personally and collective~ the 
great urgency of that simple warning on the train ticket. Martin Luther King ex
pressed it so eloquently in a sermon delivered in the Washington Cathedral shortly 
before his death two years ago: 

"No individual can live alone - no nation can live alone - and 
anyone who feels that he can live alone is sleeping through a 
revolution. The world in which we live is geographically one. 
The challenge that we face today is to make it one in terms of 
brotherhood. We must all learn to live together as brothers, 
or we will all perish together as fools. We are tied together 
in the single garment of destiny - caught in an !inescapable 
network of mutuality. And whatever affects one directly affects 
all indirectly" 
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There is a sense in which the truth of that simple warning on the ticket 
touches the churches of America - the denominations, the traditions they represent. 
More and more we sense that we cannot continue to go our own separate ways - for 
the world, and the secular city are too strong for a divided church. We are coming 
to see that the walls that have divided us as denominations do not reach up to 
heaven, that the things that unite us are far stronger and far more important than 
the things which separate us. More and more we see that the future of the 
Christian enterprise in this land rests with "attachment" and not "detachment". 
As it says on the spire of this church: "In unity- there is strength". 

Bishop Mathews~f the Boston Area of t~e Methodist Church and the retiring 
chairman of the Consulation on Church Unioryin addressing the New York Conference 
Commission on Ecumenical Affairs three years ago told a story that has stayed 
with me. I share it with you. Apparently there was a small community in northern 
Ohio, by the name of Milan, through which the canal which linked the Ohio River 
and Lake Erie passed. As time whent on and the railroads.fwere pushed across the 
continent to the west, there was an opportunity for two railroads to pass through 
this little town of Milan. The people of the town refused this opportunity on 
the ground that they already had the canal. And so one of the railroads was 
built some miles to the north of the town and the other some miles south of the 
town. The canal, of course, has long since fallen into disuse, and is now a 
dwelling place of bullfrogs and waterlilies with the main thrust of all life 
passing by that little town. 

Their timing was off. Perhaps they will say of us - their timing was off - IF 
we do not accept the challenges and the opportunities coming before us in the plan 
of union recently released by the Consultation on Church Uion. (And perhaps our 
timing will be off, too- IF we,do not accept the opportunitie~as two churches in 
this community, to work together in much closer harmony in ministering in the name 
of Christ to the needs that surround us.J 

HIGHEST SPIRITUAL MEANING Suppose we move on now to consider the highest 
spiritual meaning of the text on the ticket. It 

brought to my mind some words our Lord spoke on the last night of his life as He 
shared with his disciples in the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the 
wine. 

"Apart from me" He said, "You can do nothing at all. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. The man who does not share my 
life is like a branch that is broken off and withers away. It 
is the man who shares my life and whose life I share who proves 
fruitful". 

Gathered around Him that night were some men who knew perfect~ well what He 
was talking about - for they were living testimony of that truth. Lives that had 
been pretty well worn and withered, until He came along, and shared his life with 
them and put new meaning and strength into them. Matthew •••• Andrew •••. Peter •••• 
and somewhere in the background of that night ••• Mary Magdalene, who was respected 
by no one including herself until that d~ when He led her to understand that 
there was forgiveness for the past, some meaning for the future. Those who were 
with him that night recognized the scenery when He used the metaphor of the "vine 
and the branches" - and they could tell us something of the spiritual meaning of 
the text on the ticket: "Void - If Detached". If detached - from Him. 

And so, too, could a man named Paul, a few years later. There was that time 
when he ridiculed all of that "christ-claim" stuff ••• ignoring it, escaping from it, 
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trying to stomp it out - until one day he was ready to acknowledge that all by him
self he really wasn't making much of his life - having little effect on a~one or 
anything. Perhaps he remembered those words of Jesus: "Apart from me you can do 
nothing at all". At a~ rate, Paul came to the realization that all alone - by 
himself -his life wasn't adding up to much, and there came that day when he was 
ready to share - to belong - to become attached - to put his life in with the lives 
others where it could make a difference. 

RICH OVERTONES OF MEANING ''Apart from me you can do nothing". And yet - we(re 
forever trying •••• forgetting ••• forsaking the life 

of the spirit and the spirit of His life. His words have great overtones of 
meaning for us today - as persons, as churches. I think that a person or a church 
that sets out to do the works of God •••• spreading into every area 0f life •••• 
neglecting the living center of belief is headed for danger •••• doomed not so much 
to renewal, but perhaps to eventual decay. This passion to do the works of God 
must be inspired, motivated, directed, controlled by a stronger and deeper belief. 

Two Hollywood starlets were sunning themselves on a beach recent~ in 
California. One turned to the other and said, "Have I shared with you my horoscope?" 
The other said, "Why I didn't know that you believed in astrology". The friend 
replied, "Oh •••• why I believe in everything •••• just a little bit". Is not this 
the way it is with so many today. There's still that "little bit of belief" 
lingering in their lives. It can add up to something when it is added and 
attached to the belief and the convictions of others. By itself - it may not have 
much weight - but when attached to that of others, it becomes something strong, 
vibrant, irresistible. And as it touches the living and vital center of belief, 
it grows ••••• deepens ••• and it is renewed. 

As we came into the sanctuary this morning, with the light shining through 
these beautiful stained glass windows, I was reminded of the answer of the child 
who when asked in Sunday School who the saints of the church were (and thinking 
of the figures in the stained glass windows) replied: Why they're the people who 
let the light shine through! 

Her answer reminds us that)there are rna~ real-life persons at work in our 
world, letting the light and 1d?e of Christ shine through in darkened places.~ l~'Y 
remind us that there is a present power - enough to renew hope, to inspire us to 
a deeper commitment, to reveal part of the secret of Christian growth, to 
lead us to greater efforts in serving the needs of others. There is still a living 
spirit of God meeting us in the person of Christ that can and does make a 
difference in human life: how one sets his goals, how one deals with trouble, 
triumph, and temptation, how one regards other people, hoTrT one regards himself, 
how one lives and how oa.e. dies. 

Jesus was underscoring the warning ;n that ticket when He spoke those words 
to his disciples on that night that He took the bread, blessed it, broke it and 
gave it to them - those words so simple and yet - so eternally true and important: 

"Apart from me you can do nothing. I am the vine and 
you are the branches. The man who does not share ~ 
life is like a branch that is broken off and withers 
away. It is the man who shares my life and whosehitf~ 
I share who proves fruitful" 
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PRAYER 

God, Our Father, there are those times in life when we get cut-off and find our
selves in isolation from family, from friends, from our fellow-man, and even from 
what Thou hst done for us in Christ. 

Remind us, in these moments of quietness, that we were never meant to be utterly 
alone. Restore us where we are broken and separated. Strengthen us in that com
panionship and fellowship with Christ that his light, love, and meaning may be 
in our lives and final~, let it flow from our lives into the lives of others in 
the days of this coming week. In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 

... 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

How grateful we are to you - the members of this church - and to your 
pastor, Dr. Jackson Jarman, for the warm and gracious spirit which has brought 
us together this morning. 

We come with joyous anticipation - and with a sense of celebration as we 
join with you in worship on this Sunday designated by the Consultation on Church 
Union as a Sunday to give visible expression to our belief in the growing unity 
of the church in our land and in our time. Enthusiasm - joy - concern and yes, 
also curiosity - all of these are a part of the scenery of this time together. 

Our churches have been in touch with each other innumerable times over the 
years - therefore, we are not complete strangers to each other. Speaking per
sonally, I shall always hold in fond remembrance the many kindnesses that were 
extended to rolf wife and to me by your late pastor, Dr. Hampton Adams, when we 
came to the city fourteen years ago. Dr. Adams - like Dr. Jarman - believed 
in the ecumenical movement - with all of his heart. And I'm sure that if he 
were alive today, he would rejoice in the discussions that are now taking 
place between our two churches as we consider closer ties and possible working 
relationships in meeting the challenge of this community in this new decade. 

We have worked together at various points: YMCA youth extension program 
of the late 1950's; the Regency chapter of AA, and more than once Donald Morey 
helped me out on a late Saturday afternoon when our mimeograph machine failed 
to function. 

And let me not forget th~ fine talents of two persons who on a number of 
occasion have helped and nourished the people of both parishes - Miss Carrie 
Cooper, our faithful cook - I'm one of her greatest fans. And also your former 
custodian, Mr. Raymond Anderson. He and I often shared property headaches and 
heartaches standing on the corner of 86th Street and Park Avenue - as you were 
building your new parish house and as we were renovating our church building. 
Both of these persons - "ministers of the interior" (if you will) have been 
goodwill ambassadors in both churches. 

It's always good to see a church that's full. I confess to you that I was 
all "psyched up" for a full church on Easter - but became somewhat "un-pscyhed" 
by the snow I saw on the ground at nine o 1 clock. We have few victories in these 
city churches now-a-days in terms of numbers - and ministers need at least one 
Sunday of the year when we can look out and see many faces. 

Perhaps we shall have two ehch Sundays this year - for I trust that we 
at the Park Avenue Methodist will respond in the same warm and gracious and 
efficient fashion on the 17th of May - Pentecost Sunday - "the birthday of the 
church" - when it will be our privilege to greet you and to welcome your 
pastor, Dr. Jarman, to the pulpit of our church. 

LET US PRAY Help, Lord, to be master of ourselves so that we may become 
the servants of others. Take our lips and speak through them. 

Take our minds and think through them. Take our hearts and set them on fire. 
In the name and spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 



YORK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sunday, July 26, 1970 

WELCOME, friend, in the sanctuary. May the 
burning candles remind you of the Great 
Light and move you to thank Him for the 
light he has given and by which, under all 
circumstances, we are guided. "I thank Thee 
for Thy living presence, and for Thy prom
ises which are eternally true~" 

TONIGHT in the Sanctuary at Ogunquit at 8pm 
a concert of FOLK SONGS AROUND THE WORLD by 
soloist Jacqueline Currey Neuwirth. We have 
the opportunity of hearing an outstanding 
mezzo-soprano. All WELCOME. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND: 

11 am : D I V I N E W 0 R 5 H-I P : Preach e r : 
Rev. Herbert N. Lovemore. 

8 pm: THE WAY OF A DOG SHOW, a 16mm movie 
in color,produced by Gaines Research 
tenter~in the Sanctuary at Ogunquit. 
Tea will be served •. ALL WELCOME. 

OPEN DOOR - a coffee house type program for 
young people in Plumer Hall (Ogunquit) each 
night of the week from 8pm to 2am. The old
er generation is cordially invited to come 
down and visit. Your presence and friendly 
interest is very much appreciated, 
Harold (Skip) Farkas, director, 
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WELCOME, friend~ in the sanctuary. May the 
burninq candles remind you of the Great 
light and move you to thank Him for the 
light he has given and by which, under all 
circumstances, we are guided. "I thank Thee 
for Thy living presence, and for Thy prom
ises which are eternally true." 

TONIGHT: In the Sanctuary·: 
8 p.m. A Concert of FOLK SONGS AROUND THE 

WORLD by soloist Jacqueline Currey 
Neuwirth. mezzo scrprano. 
All WELCOME. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2ND: 
9:15 a.m. DIVINE WORSHIP: Preacher: 

REV. HERBERT N~ LOVEMORE. 
11:00 a.m. DIVINE. WORSHIP: Preacher: 

REV. A HALE SCHORER, 
Minister of United Church of 
Christ, St •. Louis, Missouri. 

8:00 p.m. THE WAY OF A DOG SHOW, a 16mm 
movie in cnlor,produced by 
Gaines Research Center. 
Tea will be served. ALL WELCOME. 

THE OPEN DOOR - a coffee house type program 
for the young people in Plumer Hall, each 
evening from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
The older gBneration is cordially invited 
to come down and visit. Your presence and 
friendly interest is very much appreciated. 
Harold (Skip) Farkas, Director. 



~ltere's a Sacredness to Service 
WHAT MAKES SERVICE SACRED? So often we wish for the joy 

that comes from knowing we have truly ministered, but in

stead we have only the feeling that we have worked and put 

in time. The sense of the sacred is missing. 

Church work should be more than sustaining the organiza

tion, erecting and caring for buildings, and carrying out pro

grams. The chief work of the church is ministry to persons

helping men to become the kinds of persons God intended them 

to be. This work is sacred when it is done in the spirit of love, 

when it is acceptable as measured by God's measuring stick, 

the commandment to love God and neighbor. 

But one is naive if he thinks a local congregation can be 

effective without organization to care for the mundane details 

of ongoing life. One is even more naive to think that a church 

of ll ,000,000 members serving Christ in fifty-four other na

tions of the world can render effective service without or-

ganization. 

The Program Council was created to fill this function

to give guidance to long-range planning, to provide the re

search necessary for such guidance, and to coordinate the work 

of the church at all levels for greater effectiveness. Its work 

frees the local church for a wider and deeper ministry to per

sons. It gives this ministry a chance to have a sense of the sacred. 
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MRS. LEON JOHNSON DIRECTOR - ORGANIST 

REV. PHILIP A.C. CLARKE GUEST PREACHER 

ORDER OF WORSHIP JULY 26, 1970 

The candles are lit to r~mind us that God 
is light and He alone is the light of our 
lives. * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

O.RGAN PRELUDE: 

Please stand-: 
Minister: This is the day which the Lord 

~as made; lBt us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 

People: I was glad when they said to me, 
"Let us go to the house of the 

Lord!" 

Minister: This is none other than the :house · 
of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven. 

People: Blessed be the Lord;may his glory 
fill the whole earthl 

HYMN: FROM ALL THAT DWELL 14 -
Please be seated: 
MEDITATION, SILENT PRAYER & LORD'S PRAYER: 

Please stand, having found 
ACT OF PRAISE: 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
GLORIA PATRI: 

Please be seated: 

Nos. 595 & 740: 
595 
740 

LESSON: JOHN 15:1-14 

SOLO: 0 LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO -
(Soloist: LT CMDR w. MOSTELLER) 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND CHORAL RESPONSE: 

Please stand: 

0 MASTER, LET ME WALK 170 -
Please be seated: 

SERMON: VOID - IF DETACHED 

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OFFERTORY 
Thomas Macauley said of Queen Elizabeth: 
"What she held, she held firmly. What she 

gave, she gave generously." 

SOLO: SPIRIT OF GOD by Neidlinger 

Please stand: 

DOXOLOGY: 

DEDICATION: (ALL TOGETHER) 

Accept these our gifts and ourselves, too, 
that all may be done in the service of our 
fellows and your great glory. ~. 

HYMN: REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING 483 

BENEDICTION: 
minister: And now may the blessing of God 

Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be among . you and abide 
with you, now and evermore, 

People: AMEN, 


