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"WHAT J:VJE.AN THESE RITES?"
I. Baptism
INTRODUCTION

Edgar Guest once wrote these words in tribute to the church:

"To say that I do not need the church is mere bravado. I
needed it when my father died. I needed it when we were
married. And when our babies were taken from us. I shall
need it again - and need it badly"
One is aware, of course, that the statement would never stand, indeed, was never
meant to stand as a complete description of the significance of the church. It is
like a person looking back on his childhood home and describing it in terms of the
family gatherings at the holiday times - Thanksgiving, Christmas, the 4th of July.
There were those mountainpeaks - to be sure - and they may stand out in any vista
of memories. But there were other and more ordinary days - with working and eating
and reading - which were indispensable to growth toward maturity.
So to describe a person's need of the church simply in terms of weddings,
baptisms and funerals is decidely not enough. The story of the church's ministry at
its best and most complete is not confined to times of unusual joy or sorrow; it is
every Sunday in worship and study and fellowship; it is in service and outreach; it
is in sacraments and silence; it is in youth groups and men's groups and women's
societies. It is in a hundred ways that contribute to a person's growth in the
faitho
Nonetheless, Mr. Guest has a point. There are certain times when people turn
to the church and ask the distinctive rites which the church alone performs. There
are three of these that I want us to think about in as many Sundays now - baptism,
the Christian wedding and the Christian funeral. Here are three occasions when
most people need the church. I've never before tried to preach a series of serMons
built around these three occasions - but I've found myself doing more thinking
about them in the last few months of my ministry and I invite you to do some thinking
along with me in these sermon times. What do these ·rites commonly stand for in our 20th
centur,y customs - and what could they stand for if we were to flood th~m with the
light of Christ's teaching and spirit.
BAPTISM

Perhaps of the three, we have been haziest about the meaning of the
Sacrament of baptism. Since the overwhelming majority of baptisms in
our church are for infants, we shall for the most part be talking about infant
baptism - and yet the basic truths could be re-stated and applied to adult baptism,
as well.
For a few moments now, reconstruct the thinking of most of us as parents with
regard to the baptism of our children, at least in one stage of our thinking.
A child comes into our home, a.nd we are aware that somewhere in the not teo
distant future, provision should be made for his baptism. So either we wait until
the church announces an appointed day for baptisms, or we take the initiative ourselves to work out arrangements whereby the child is baptizedo The day comes and
we dress our young hopeful in his finest toggery - perhaps even a baptismal dress
that has been handed down as a family heirloom - and then with as maqy of our family
as we can conveniently assemble, we take ourselves to the church for the occasion.
In the service itself, whether public or private, we are dimply aware that the
minister is reading liturgy, but our real concern is apt to be for the behavior of
the baby - with the hope that he will stop crying if he is crying, or will st~
sleeping if he is sleeping. At length the minister baptizes the child - who is
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- 4But there should be (and there had better be), if baptism is rea.lly to become the force that it might. The responsibilities of the church are not as
clearly spelled out in the service as the responsibilities of the parents - but
they are there, just as surely by implication: "Inasmuch as this child is now presented by you for Christian baptism, and is thus consecrated to God and to his
church". One of the high meanings of baptism is that a child becomes a baptized
member of the Christian church. There are all degrees of membership in the church but this is a child's first welcome into the church.
Yet the church is not just a building. Not just a denomination. Not just an
institution. It is people. It is you and me. It is we who will determine whether
the child will later feel welcome and wanted in the church. So, in baptism, we
who make up the church are saying that we care what happens to this child - that
we will surround him by our love and concern and example - that we will lead
classes and groups to help him learn and know the meaning of the faith - so that
because of us it will be easier and not harder for a child to grow up as a
Christian.
There is a story about the late Bishop of London, Dr. Ingraham, who was on a
holiday one summer in the highlands of Scotland, where he fell into conversation
with a shepherd leading his flock. The Bishop said to the shepherd, "I am a kind
of shepherd, too". No answer. But after a while the shepherd asked, "How many
sheep do you have?" Thinking of his enormous diocese in London, the Bishop replied, "About a million". A long stretch of silence. Then the shf)pherd asked,
"What do you at lambing time?" It is a question that #i; church should never
forget. When I baptize a baby, I hope that I remember that I am involved as a
minister of the church. When you witness a baptism, I hope that you remember that
you are involved, too - as a member of the church.
GOD
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·.But the heart of the baptismal service speaks not about the home or
the church, but about God. Above and beyond a~thing else, baptism is
the seal and the promise of God's love for the person who is baptized. It is
s~ething implicit from the day of a person's birth made explicit in the sacrament.
Just as did the disciples of old, so do we today tend to lose our perspective
about the relative worth of people. The disciples one day were planning their
itinerary for the day. They were thinking in terms of the crowds of adults that
they would encounter ••• perhaps in terms of the people of position and of wealth
that they might influence. They looked for Jesus and found Him, of all things,
wasting time with the children. They were impatient with him, when he could be
spending his time and energy with so rna~ important and influential people. But
He quietly set them straight, "unless you become as a little child, you cannot
enter the kingdom of heaven".
Infant baptism says that a little child is of infinite worth in God's sight.
Adult baptism that a person of any age is of definite worth in God's sight. I was
reading some instructions not too long ago that directed me to furnish satisfactory
identification papers. The instructions suggested birth certificate, baptismal
certificate, or other suitable identification. At first it irritated me a bit to
have a baptismal certificate reduced to a means of identification. And then as I
went on to think about it, it came to me that a baptismal certificate is the highest
identification that a person can know. Born the child of Godly parents - welcomed
into the church - the living Body of Christ and his followers - and marked forever
with the sign of eternal love that will not let one go. This is baptism- not a
musty, sentimental form - but the Christian's highest mark of identification!

"WHAT MEAN THESE RITES?"
II. The Wedding
INTRODUCTION

In our sermon-times for a period of three Sundays, we are considering those distinct services for which people turn to the
church. Last Sunday we thought about the Sacrament of Baptism and how easily it
can become an empty form separated from the deeper meaning. This morning consider
that the wedding can so easily become a superficial ceremony that is largely a
social institution rather than a sacred experience.
CONTRASTING VIEWS

Suppose that we come at our subject this morning by seeing
that there are two contrasting views of marriage that compete for acceptance today. One is the version of marriage according to Hollywood,
and the other is the version according to the Holy Word of God.
The first says that marriage is an alliance of convenience between two
an alliance ,the chief basis of which is physical attraction - and when this
declines and disappears, the marriage is over and each begins to look for a
and another partner. In this view of marriage, it seems that the words, "I
you" really mean, "I love me -and I want you for myself".

people,
basis
next
love

The other view of marriage has its basis in the Bible. It suggests that
marriage is something more than man-invented; indeed that it is God-instituted.
The first hints of this view come in the Genesis story of creation, where God is
pictured as first creating man and woman in his own image. The developing
Biblical view of marriage does not disparage physical attraction; indeed, it makes
it plain that this is God-given, too - but this view of marriage goes on to depict
marriage as a spiritual union between two people with a larger and more lasting
love than is present in a passing romance. In this view of marriage, the 1...rords
"I love you" really mean, "I love you" - or to put it another way, the word "we"
becomes more important than the word "me". And the hall marks of this kind of
love are perfectly described in Paul's immortal words that we read earlier:
"Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful;
it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its o~m
way •••• Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things •••• love never ends".
It is of this second view of marriage that the Christian wedding tries to
speak - but sometimes we fail to hear what it says. I think there are three
avenues by which we might better understand and fulfill the highest meanings of a
Christian marriage. First, preparation for marriage. Second, the wedding itself.
Third, the later attention that we give to a marriage and to a home.
PREPARATION

First, preparation for marriage. Stephen Leacock once caricatured
the too-elaborate preparations that can precede a marriage. His
character, Mr. Juggins, had fallen in love with a girl and really intended to marry
her, but he was of the fastidious type who must prove that he was totally prepared.
So he went into moral training by teaching a Sunday School class. Soon, hov1ever, he
realized that in order to be an effective teacher he needed to undertake a serious
study of the history of Palestine. But then he felt he would be a cad to force his
intentions on a girl while only partially acquainted with the history of Israel,
so he stayed away from her for two years until he felt truly fit to propose. Of
course, by that time she was-·mar.lriea to a man who didn't know Moses from Ahab.
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Mr. Juggins and his clan, however, are not so much in evidence in our world,
although occasionally you recognize his relative in the person who is forever
postponing marriage because his bank account will not underwrite every contingency.
Much more prevalent in the modern picture are the opposite extremes - the people
who rush into marriage without enough thought and preparation, blindly confident
that their love will find a way. But too many couples have too late discovered
that their starry-eyed absorption in one another was not quite adequate to pay
grocery bills, deal with in-laws, settle religious problems, raise children.
Writes David Mace:
11

If we allowed ships to put to sea in the same state of
unreadiness as we allow nice young people to embark upon
married life, no one would be in the least surprised to
see many of them flounder before they got far from shore".

I am not arguing against the modern trend toward earlier marriage, because
I do not think that you can peg maturity and preparation with the achievement of a
certain age - but I am arguing against any marriage that is impulsive and for
which there is little or no preparation.
What does constitute adequate preparation for marriage? We can't begin to
cover this in just a few minutes, but we can touch on some high-lights. It begins
with the honest recognition that marriage is more than romance - important though
that may be. I have never forgotten a professor of church history who once
presumed to give this theological students some advice in the choosing of a wife.
11

Remember 11 he said, 11 that you will not always encounter your
beloved at a dance in an evening gown with a gardenia corsage and with her hair in flawless coiffure; remember that
there will be rainy mornings when the children are sick, and
you will see her in housecoat with curlers in her hair, and
you will recognize the fragrance, not of gardenias, but of
burned toast."

What he was saying in very earthly fashion is pretty much what the wedding
ceremony says in much more stately fashion - 11 for better, for worse - for richer,
for poorer - in sickness and in health". And two people contemplating marriage
need to ask themselves and each other whether the quality that they call 11 their
love" is of the deep and durable kind that promises to abide through the sometimes
unloveable moods of the other, through disappointments and broken hopes, through
relatives, mortgages and sick children.
It should be obvious that adequate preparation for marriage does not consist
of a whirlwind, breathless series of dates and dances. It does consist of hours
spent in each other's company under a variety of circumstances. It does consist
in honest appraisal of mutual interest, possible areas of conflict (including
religion), of ideas and ideals. It does consist in reading together and talking
together and then consulting together with others about all areas of a meaningful
marriage- physical, financial, spiritual. It does consist of decisions carefully
made and not casually postponed - about children, finances, living arrangements,
about church life.
Every person contemplating marriage should hear the words of the marriage
ceremony before those words are addressed to him personally, especially these
sentences:

- 3 -

" ••• an honorable estate instituted of God •••• not to be entered
into unadvised~, but reverently, discreetly and in the fear
of God. No other human ties are more tender; no other vows
more sacred than those you now assume"
THE WEDDING

Suppose we now consider the wedding itself. Some of the customs
that have grown up around weddings have all but obscured the
Christian concept of marriage. The lavish expenditures for decorations and receptions, the social decrees about gifts and dinners and dress, the holid~ atmosphere and the alcoholic stimulation that sometimes surrounds the service in the
church - have often reduced the so-called "religious ceremony" to a mockery.
NovT admittedly the church and its clergy have sometimes contributed to this
foggy notion of what a Christian wedding is all about. Ministers marrying
couples in airplanes over a state fair, or over a TV program to the accompaniment
of commercials, or advertising as "marrying parsons" in some quick marriage center all of these have surely not contributed to the dignity, let alone the reverence of
a wedding. While others of us, not as openly perhaps, but still as blindly, have
gone right on encouraging social priorities which have eclipsed Christian principles.

So let some things be said very clearly about the Christian wedding. At the
center of a faith about a Christian wedding should be the understanding that a
wedding ceremony is a worship service in which two people make their vows - not
only to each other, but before God. The whole marriage service declares this
faith:
"Dearly beloved, we are gathered together in the presence of
God ••••••• with this ring, I thee wed- in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" ••••• "Those
whom God hath joined together ••••• "
If the wedding ceremony is thus primarily a service of worship, this fact tells
me, first that the most desirable place for a wedding is in the sanctuary of a
church, however small and simple the wedding may be. Not that 1.Yorship is impossible
in a home or in a garden, or in a minister's study - but the sanctuary is
proper~ reserved for man's most meaningful worship experiences - baptism,
communion, confirmation and Sunday holy times - and also, I will maintain - for the
wedding.
And the fact of a wedding as worship tells me something about the music that is
appropriate for a wedding. One bride, early in~ ministry here, insisted that her
wedding would not come up to her dreams unless a soloist sang, "My Hero" from
"The Chocolate Soldier". Then there was the girl who hoped that she could have
the "Indian Love Call" included in the music before the processional. And I' 11
never forge~ the bride who thought it would be grand to have the organist work out
a stately arrangement of "Hail, Hail, the Gang's All Here" - somehow thinking
of all of her old boy friends who were going to be present!
To me, and maybe I'm
something of a square, but such music is out of place in an experience of worship,
and I wouldn't want it anymore than I would want the orchestra to break into
"The Lord's Prayer" in the midst of all the good conversation at the wedding reception.
The fact of a wedding as worship tells me that the people gathered together as
the congregation are participants - not spectators - and that therefore such antics
as picture-taking, scrambling and stretching for better views, and neighborly sharing
of opinions are as out of place as they are in this hour. Some pioneering couples

- 4who glimpse the meaning of wedding as worship are now planning their own weddings
with more opportunities for congregational participation in the singing of hymns
and the saying of prayers - but implicitly or explicitly, it should be clear that
a Christian wedding is not a show, but rather a sacred experience of worship.
It ends with that amazing pronouncement: "Those who God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder1 11
LASTING ATTENTION

And the final thing. The dimensions of a Christian marriage
become evident - not only through preparation for marriage not only through concern that the wedding be worship - but also through lasting
attention to a marriage and a home. A successful marriage is not self-evident
on the day of a wedding; a successful marriage is a work of art that begins to be
evident on a lOth anniversary or a 25th anniversary.
How many forces there are that can obstruct a marriage and detour it from its
original goal of a strong and secure home. There is the tendency to take each
other for granted, and the tendency to neglect the attentions and the appearances
that were so important before marriage. There are differences of opinion and the
lack of patience and persistence and humility in meeting them. There is the
readiness that it as old as the Bible itself to see and say another's faults, but
to excuse one's own faults. There is preoccupation - with business, with society,
and a resultant lack of time and attention to the home. There are the rough
stretches of life - when sickness and disappointment and reverses - put heavy
strains upon love and understanding.
There is no simple formula for making marriage an ongoing success. But it
does need to be re-affirmed again and again that a beautiful marriage, like a
beautiful garden, takes a bit of tending. It needs understanding and the grace to
say, 11 I'm sorry 11 • It needs unselfishness and a concern to please as well as to be
pleased. It takes priorities of time for the home and for the family. It needs
anniversaries and birthdays and circuses and picnics ••• it needs worship- at home
and in church. A succesful marriage is not a "50-50 11 proposition, but rather a
11 90-90 11 proposition - each one going more than half way.
Some time back there appeared in the Reader's Digest, a woman's description
of her experience on a Saturday afternoon as she stopped in at old Trinity Church
downtown for a moment of quiet prayer. As she bowed her head in meditation, her
attention was attracted by the sound of low voices behind her. She realized that
a man and a woman were reading the marriage vows from the Prayer Book. At length,
as she left, she met a middle-aged couple also leaving the church. And realizing
that they must have been overheard, the wife explained, 11 John and I have been
married for 33 years. Every year on our anniversary we come back to this church
where we were married and repeat the vows we took on that day. That way we never
forget the promises we made. It has helped to make our married life happier
than we ever imagined it could be".
We come back •••• and repeat the vows we took on that day11 •
for an anniversary day ••• for any day •••• even for this day.
11

11

Not a bad idea

I •••• tkae thee •••• to be my wedded wife •••• or husband •••• to
have and to hold - for better for worse, for richer for
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,
till death us do part •••• and thereto I plight thee mY faith.
Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put asunder"
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PRAYER

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid -

behold us this day not as many isolated individuals, but as members of families and
homes.
Here are young people, with dreams of homes to be Here are couples whose homes are present realities Here are still others, with memories of homes where death has come to part.
Speak to each such words as he most needs to hear - of strengthened ideals to
young people, of strengthened rededication to husbands and wives, of strengthened
comfort to those for whom heaven is more homelike since one has gone ahead.
Bless our homes, we pray, 0 Thou who has created x±tOC us with a deep homing
instinct in our souls. Through Jesus Christ, Our Lord, we pray. Amen
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AN INVITATION

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
April 26, 1970
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 a.m.
ORGAN
''Prelude"
Rousseau
CALL TO t\TORSHIP
HYMN NO. 293 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (seated)
0 God our Father, who hast set forth the way
of life for us in thy beloved Son; we confess with
shame our slowness to learn of Him, our reluctance
to follow Him. Thou hast spoken and called, and we
have not given heed; thy beauty hath shone forth,
and we have been blind; thou hast stretched out thy
hands to us through our fellows, and we have passed
by. · Forgive us our transgressions; help us to amend
our ways and in thine eternal goodness direct what
we shall be, in the name and power of thy Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen
SILENT HEDIT.t,TION - \n!ORDS OF ASSURAHCE - LORD'S PRAYER
RECEPTION OF NEhT l\1EMBERS

No. 829

ANTHEM
"Last 1Jords of David"
Thompson
I Corinthians 13
SCRIPTURE
PASTORAL PRAYER
AtJNOUNCEHENT OF CONGREGATIONAL CONCERNS
DUET
"Laudamus te"
Vivaldi
PRESENTf\.TI )N OF THE OFFERING \n!ITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYHN NO. 36 11 God of the Earth, the Sky, the Sea"
SERHON
"vJHAT NEAN THESE RITES?"
II . The \n!edding
HYMN NO. 233 "Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart"
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
ORGAN
"Chorale"
Kirnberger
7HH~

Interval for Ushering

Coffee and tea will be served in the Community Room
after the service. Members ar.d friends are invited to
share in these moments of fell ovrship mad.e possible for
us today by 1'1iss Smith, Hiss Bailey, Miss Johnson,
Miss Lodge, Miss Riggs, and JVIiss Tome.
USHER.S
The ushers today are Mr. Goodpasture, Mr. Brown,
Mr. Heger, Mr. Harley, Mr. Hughes, and IV!r. Merkey.
CHURC H SCHOOL SESSIONS
Church school sessions are offered each Sunday
morning on the fourth floor du:::>ing the hc'U!..' of wor·ship.
Child care service for infa"1ts and todci.le:rs :i.s available in the fourth floor lounge. Mr. Cook w:U1 be on
hand to greet you and your child on the fourth floor.
1\.

SUNDI\Y MORNING STUDY GROUP

A Sunday morning study group on the Psalms is
currently meeting in Fellowship Hall (3rd flocr) nt
nine-forty five. Under the direction of Hr. Cook, it
is open to all who are interested in searc hing the
psalms for meaning in meeting the demands of life in
our ·day_.
IN'OJiiEN TO

l"1EET

The Women's Society issues an invi tation to all
women ,of the congregation to come Thursday evening,
April 30th, anytime after six o'clock (with your sandwich) to a work session for the 1970 Fair.
SACRA:l\1ENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on
Sunday, Jl1ay lOth. Couples with infants to be presented
for baptism are invited to be in touch with Mr. Clarke.

"irJHAT MEAN THESE RITES?"
III. The Funeral
INTRODUCTION

Several of the sermons of recent weeks have been concentrating
on those distinctive services for which most people turn to the
church: baptisms, weddings, and funerals. Today is the third and the final sermon in this series which began back in April. It has to do with the Christian
funeral.
DEVELOPMENT

I would begin by reminding you that the New Testament does not
hesitate to face the fact of death. There is no attempt to gloss
over it or detour around it as an unpleasant and untouchable subject. Jesus and
Paul, and all of our spiritual forefathers whose ways and words are the heart of
the New Testament were never morbid or morose at the prospect of death. They
looked upon it as an incident - a point of transfer - in an ongoing journey with
the God that Jesus had revealed to them. They faced death, talked about it,
planned for it - as naturally and as hopefully as a modern family discusses a
transfer to a distant city or country.
TODAY: WITH US

Yet - it is rarely so with us. If, in a family or a group,
the conversation somehm,r moves to a contemplation of death
and of funerals, someone will almost surely speak up, "Well how on earth dilld we
ever get on this subject. Let's change it". With the result that modern man
does very little thinking or planning with regard to death and the customs that
surround it. Until all of a sudden, when it comes, an inevitably it must in every
home - there is frequently only confusion and desolation and nothing then to do
but acquiesce to funeral customs which speak faintly if at all of the Christian
funeral.
Part of the fault rests with the church. I think that too often, in pulpit
and in other aspects of our ministry, we have reflected the conventional aversion
to death, rather than the New Testament acceptance of death, and so we have
avoided the subject. Part of the fault is that of ourselves as individuals, in
forever postponing any plans to reconcile what we do in the presence of death
Tvi th what we believe about death.

And then later on in the midst of or in the memory of funeral customs that
depress us, we tend to complain and criticize. Perhaps we make the funeral
director the scapegoat, and accuse him of commercialism and paganism in the rites
surrounding death. But this is not where the blame primarily rests. For a
number of years now, I have had opportunity to observe funeral directors - at
rather close range. Some of them, to be sure, are more sensitive and sympathetic
to the needs of people than others, but I do not think that I have ever known a
funeral director here in this city who was completely insensitive to their requests.

And it is not for a funeral director to appraise the extent of a family's
faith, and then to pioneer in suggesting ways that their faith may be made explicit.
It is instead the task of the church to be more articulate in declaring a faith
about funerals, and then it belongs to individual Christians to formulate and
record in days of clear understanding and thinking their own convictions, which
may later be recalled and translated into acts and attitudes.
BASIS: AN ATTITUDE TOWARD DEATH

Now a Christian faith about funerals begins
with the New Testament attitude toward deathe
If we take seriously Jesus 1 words about "many rooms in my Father's house"; if we
take seriously his picture of a God whose eternal love is never out-dated; if we tak
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seriously the Easter fact of the resurrection, which turned BC into AD and launched
the church and the New Testament and the transformed disciples - if we take
serious~ these inseparable strands of the Christian faith - then we can never look
upon death as fearful and final. For the New Testament, from beginning to end, is
a new testament to the faith that the ultimate handling of the affairs of life and
of death are in the hands of a God whose nature was revealed in the person, Christl
GRIEF - GUILT - GRATITUDE

Now this does not mean that a Christian is expected
to be light-hearted and nonchalant in the presence
of the death of a loved one. Grief is a normal human emotion, an emotion which
our Master shared along with the rest of us. The shortest verse in the Bible
testifies to that. "Jesus wept". Remember the circumstances? If was in the
presence of death, the death of one of his dearest friends, Lazarus, of the
beloved Bethany home, which was the closest thing that Jesus had to a permanent
address during his earthly ministry. Standing there in the presence of sorrowing
sisters Jesus shared with them the agony of grief and he wept.
Grief is the other side of the coin that we call love. We feel it in lesser
ways at lesser separations. We send a child to camp, and the first time especially,
it may not be easy for him or for us. We leave a son or daughter at college, and
understand that one chapter of life has ended and another has begun. We wave farewell to a loved one who is off on a long trip, and feel a tug at the heart strings.
And so natural~ in the presence of death, we feel this sense of grief in its most
poignant form. This grief is not something to be ashamed of, nor something to be
repressed. Rabbi Liebman 1 s book, Peace of Mind, had a chapter entitled, "Grief 1 s
Slow Wisdom" in which these words appear:
"We must never falsify our emotions in conformity with conventions •••• we should not pretend to grieve when we do not
feel it ••••• on the other hand we must not be afraid to articulate the wildness of our sorrow if that is what we genuinely
feel".
But we also need to remember that grief is the reverse side of something other
than love, and when grief becomes extended or extreme, it can become entirely unChristian. Sometimes grief gets all mixed up with guilt, as a person recalls his
ne.glected or misused opportunities when a loved one was living, and then conscious~
or unconscious~ the survivor proceeds to punch himself with a grieving that
real~ does not want to be comforted or healed.
And sometimes grief is pure
selfishness - a kind of self-pity and resentment that one should be deprived of the
companionship and the security that attended his previous days.
Grief is generally one important member of the fami~ of emotions that gather
in the presence of death. It should not be assigned to one of the back rooms of
the heart without any windows. It should be given a rightful place as a guest from
God whose presence actual~ ministers in the healing of the hurt. But consuming
grief that asks to stay on as a permanent guest should be required to show its
credentials - for grief that is part of love gradually turns over its room to service, and usefulness and confidence.
But there are other members of the family of emotions that should make themselves known and heard when a Christian stands in the presence of a loved one's
death. There is gratitude that life has been richer and will go on being richer for
one whom we have loved and lost. There is the miracle of a measure of peace and of
strength equal to our needs •••• God's messengers that enable us to "trace the rain-
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what we do and how we do it when we are called to make the arrangements upon the
death of a loved one.
So let us think for a moment or two now about the bearing of
our faith upon some of our funeral customs. Perhaps we may
differ here, but that is not so important. It is important that we honest~ try
to think through the relationship of our faith and the customs surrounding death,
and to do this ahead of time, rather than avoid the subject and then later on
numbly perpetuate the customs that we often decry.
FUNERAL CUSTOMS

For one thing, the Christian faith says to me that lavish attention upon the
body after death is in contradiction to our faith.
That delightful story about John Quincy Adams at the age of 80 comes to mind.
A friend met him one day on the streets of Boston and asked: "How is John Qmimcy
Adams today?" And the rep~ that has become something of a classic was:
"John Quincy Adams himself is very well thank you. But the
house he lives in is sad~ delapidated. It is tottering on
its foundations. The walls are badly shattered, and the roof
is worn. The building trembles with the wind, and I think
John Quincy Adams will have to move out of it before long.
But he himself is very well".
Which is something of a Christian commentary on death. Of course, there is a place
for reverent respect for the body, but there is no place in Christian £aith for the
near adoration that we sometimes observe.
Therefore, my faith says to me that costly caskets and expensive vaults and
imposing monuments are not the surest and wisest ways of expressing love; the
faith sf3ys to me personally that I do not want my body ~ng in state or in public
viewing; the faith says to me that whether the body is present for the memorial
service or whether burial has already taken place is quite irrelevant; the faith
says to me that cremation is as desirable as the burial of the body and that the
choice is entirely a matter of personal preference; the faith says to me that the
trek to the cemetery after a service of worship is not necessary as a mark of
love and respect, and that especially when factors of age and health and weather
are involved, it should be discouraged. "Our earthly tabernacle dissolved •••• we
have a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens".
And then, too, the Christian faith says something about the way in which
people can best express their sympathy and affection. Take the matter of flowers.
No one loves or enjoys beautiful flowers more than I do. But I sometimes feel that
flowers can be overdone at funerals, and that the flowers serve the living far
better than they serve the dead. "A rose to the living is more than sumptuous
wreaths to the dead" as someone has put it. So I feel that a fami~ can best
honor a loved one as well as best serve humanity by designating some living
memorial - a health fund, an educational fund, a church - as a means by which a
person's inf~uence will go on marching.
But perhaps most of all, the Christian faith says something about the nature
of the funeral itself. My mm feeling is that the best place for the funeral of a
Christian is in the church. Just as I said a number of weeks ago when we were
thinking about the Christian wedding - the sanctuary of the church is reserved for
man's most meaningful worship experiences. Here werare baptized; here we take the
vows of membership and of marriage- "until death do us part 11 ; here we receive the
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worship. And here, too, I will maintain, we should gather for the worship of God
in that hour that we call the funeral, whether it be for the leading laymen of
the church, or for the most inconspicuous member - rather than to gather in some
room where the person we honor has seldom if ever been present for worship of God.
Wherever the service is held, let it be a serive of worship in which some of
the great trumpet notes of hope and triumph and thanksgiving are sounded. I don't
know how the church and Christian people ever allowed the word "funeral" to become
a synonym for gray gloom. There was a friend of Robert Browning who went to the
poet's funeral and found the somber service so completely wrong for a man of
Browning's faith and spirit that he wrote to a friend afterward:
"I would have given something for a banner or two, and much I
would have given if a chorister had come out of the triforium
and rent the air with a trumpet".
There should be some trumpet notes at a Christian funeral. There is some great
scripture that does that: 23rd Psalm, the 14th chapter of John, the 8th chapter of
Romans. Great hymns that do it: 11 0 God Our Help In Ages Past". "Now Thank We All
Our God" "A Mighty Fortress". There is organ music that does that -and poems and prayers. Until people can go forth from a service like that with a song in
their souls arld. l:!,c.quiet smile about their spirits and an unconquerable faith in
their hearts - thankig.g God that He does lead them to see "the rainbow through the
rain".
Final~, with some of the details of what has been said here, some of
you may well disagree, and I would not want you ever to be embarrassed
to express your feelings, wishes and plans. If a minister is worthy of the name,
he will try to be as sensitive to the wishes of others as he expects others someday
to be to his mm and his fam ly' s wishes. Only this: let us never forget that
the Christian Church and the Christian faith would not be ours today had not death
been finally vanquished. And if we are the people of this faith, let that
faith be nowhere more evident than in the way in which we meet death: for ourselves
and our loved ones.

CLOSING

In the observatory of the University of Pittsburgh, there is a memorial plaque
to a man and his wife who were closely associated with the observatory, and the
inscription reads: "We have loved the stars too fond~ •••• to be fearful of the
night". Which is exactly the faith of the Christian about death, or to put it in
the more stately language of the Bible:
"We have seen too much of the light of the glory of God in
the face of Jesus Christ to be fearful of the valley of the
shadow of death".
LET US PRAY:

0 Lord, support us all the day long of this life, until the shadows
lengthen, and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, and
the fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, of thy great mercy, grant
us a safe lodging and a holy rest, and peace at last. Through Jesus Christ, Amen.
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WHAT MEAN THESE RITES? 11
II. The Wedding

INTRODUCTION

In our sermon-times for a period of three Sundays, we are considering those distinct services for which pFJople turn to the
church. Last Sunday we thought about the Sacrament of Baptism and how easily
it can become an empty form separated from~ deeper meaning. Today, consider
that the wedding can so easily become a superficial ceremony that is largely a
social type of thing rather than a sacred experience bringing two lives together.
CONTRASTING

VIE~TS

Suppose 1"'e come
t\vO contrasting
acceptance today. One is the version
the other is the version according to

at our subject by seeing that there are
vievJS of marriage that compete for
of marriage according to Hollywood, and
the Holy Word of God.

The first leans in the direction of saying that marriage is an alliance of
convenience between two people, an alliance the chief basis of which is physical
attraction - and when this basis declines and disappears, the marriage is over
and each begins to look for another partner. In this view of marriage, it seems
that the words, "I love you 11 really mean:t; "I love me - and I want you for myself 11 •
The other view of marriage has its roots in the Bible. It suggests that
marriage is something more than man-invented; indeed, that it is God-instituted.
The first hints of this view come in the Genesis story of creation, where God is
pictured as first "creating man and woman in his own image". The developing
Biblical view of marriage does not disparage Jfhysical attraction; indeed, it makes
it plain that this is God-given, too - but this view of marriage goes on to depict
marriage as a spiritual union between two people with a larger and more lasting
love than is present in a passing romance. It carries ~ith it a deeper commitment.
In this view of marriage, the ·r.rords "I love you" really mean, "I Love you" or to put it another way, the word ''we" becomes more important than the word "me" •
And the hall marks of this kind of love are perfectly described in Paul's
immortal words that were read earlier in the service:
"Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful;
it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own
way .•••• love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things ••• love never endst 11
It is this second view of marriage that the Christian wedding trys to speak
to, but sometimes lve fail to hear what it says. I think there are three paths by
which we might better understand and fulfill the highest meanings of a Christian
marriage. First, preparation for marriage. Second, the wedding itself. And
their, the later attention that we give to a marriage and a home.
PREPARATION

First, preparation for marriage. Stephen Leacock once caricatured
the too-elaborate preparations that can precede a marriage. His
character, Mr. Juggins, had fallen in love with a girl and really intended to
marry her, but he was of the fastidious type who must prove that he was totally
prepared for this step. So he went into "moral training" by teaching a Sunday
School class. Soon, however, he realized that in order to be an effective teacher
he needed to undertake a serious study of the history of Palestine. But then he
felt he would be a cad to force his intentions on a girl while only partially
acquainted with the history of Israel, so he stayed away from her for two years
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Took a trip to the Holy Land.
years until he felt fit to propose, Of course, by that time she was married to
a man who didn't know Moses from Methuselah.
Mr. Juggins and his clan, hm>Tever, are not so much in evidence in our world,
although occasionally you recognize his relative in the person who is forever
postponing marriage because his bank account will not underwrite every contingency.
Much more prevalent in the modern picture are the opposite extremes - the people
who rush into marriage without enough thought and preparation, blindly confident
that their love will find a way. But ma~ couples have too late discovered that
their starry eyes absorption in one another was not quite adequate to pay
grocery bills, deal vii th in-laws, settle religious problems, raise children,
Writes David Mace:

"If we allowed ships to put to sea in the same state of unreadiness as we allow nice young people to embark upon married life, no one would be in the last surprised to see many
of them flounder before they get far from shore. 11
What does constitute adequate preparation for marriage? \rJe can't begin to
cover this in a few minutes, but we can tounch on some high-lights. It begins
with the honest recognition that marriage is more than romance - important though
that may be. I have never forgotten some lines in a book or was it from a
column by Dear Abby •••• advice offered in the choosing of a wife:
"Rj,;,member" it said, "that you will not always encounter your corssage
beloved at a dance in an evening gown with a gardenia in her
dress and with her hair in a flawless coiffure; remember that
there -vlill be rainy mornings when the children are sick, and
you will see her in housecoat with curlers in her hair, and
you will recognize the fragrance, not of gardenias, but of
burned toast •"
What it was saying in down-to-earth language is pretty much what the wedding
ceremony says in much more stately fashion - 11 for better, for worse, for richer,
for poorer - in sickness and in health". And two people contemplating marriage
need to ask themselves and each other whether the quality that they call "their
love" is of the deep and durable kind that promises to abide through the sometimes unloveable moods of the other, through disappointments and broken hopes,
through relatives, mortgages, sick children and temptations of many kinds.
Adequate preparation for a lasting marital relationship does not consist of
a whirlwind, breathmess series of dates and dances. It does consist of hours
spent in each other's compa~ under a variety of circumstances, It does consist
of appraisal of mutual interests, possible areas of conflict, of ideas and idealse
It does consist in reading together and talking together and then consulting
together •v-ith others about all areas of a meaningful marriage - physical,
financial, spiritual, social. It does consist of decisions carefully made and
not casually postponed - about children, finances, living arrangements, church,
vacations.
And every person contemplating marriage should hear the words of the marriage
ceremony before those words are addressed to him or to her personally,
especially these sentences:
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• • • an honorable estate instituted of God •••• not to be
entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, discreetly and
in the fear of God. No other human ties are more tender;
no other vows more sacred •••• 11

~1/EDDING

Suppose we now consider the wedding itself. Some of the customs
that have grown up around weddings have all but obscured the
sacred concept of the 1v-edding. The lavish expenditures for decorations and receptions, the social decrees about gifts and dinners and dress, the holiday
atmosphere and the alcoholic stimulation that sometimes surround the service
in the church - have often taken away from the "religious" side of the wedding.
Now admittedly the Church and its clergy have
foggy notion of what a Christian wedding should be
couples in airplanes over state fairs or over a TV
of commercials, or at home plate before a baseball
"marrying parsons" in some quick marriage center the dignity, let alone the reverence of a wedding.
seem to eclipse Christian principle and the clergy

sometimes contributed to this
about. Ministers marrying
program to the accompaniment
game, or advertising as
all have not contributed to
Often social priorities
let it happen.

So let some things be said about what's involved in a Christian -v1edding. At
the center of a faith about a Christian wedding should be the understanding that a
wedding ceremony is a worship service in which two people make their v09's
not only to each other, but before God. The whole service declares this faith:
"Dearly beloved, we are gathered together in the presence of
God ••• with this ring, I thee wed - in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. "Those whom God had joined §ogether."
If we approach the wedding ceremony as a sertice of worship, this facts tells
me first that the most desirable place for a wedding is in the sanctuary of a
Church - however small and simple the wedding may be. Not that worship is
impossible, in a home or a garden, or a minister's study - but the sanctuary, I
feel, is reserved for man's most meanin~ful worship experiences - baptism,
communion, confirmation, and Sunday holy times - and also, I maintain - for the
wedding. Think of the hall01.-1ed moments that have been celebrated here in the
sanctuary of this Church. If these walls could speak •••
And the fact lbf a wedding as worship tells me something about the music
that is appropriate for a wedding. One bride, early on in my ministry here,
insisted that her wedding would not come up to her dreams unless a soloist sang
"My Hero" from "The Chocolate Soldier". Then there was the couple who asked
for the "Indian Love Call" in the music before the processional. And I r 11 never
forget the young lady who thought it would be grand to have the organist work out
a stately and dignified arrangement of "Hail, Hail, the Gang's All Here" - somehaw thinking of all of her old boy friends who were going to be present. To me,
and maybe I'm something of a square or a musical high-brm'IT, but such music is
out of place in an experience of worship. I don't care for it.
The fact of a wedding as worship tells me that the people gathered together
as the congregation are participants - not spectators - and that therefore such
antics as picture-taking, scrambling and stretching for better views, and
neighborly sharing of opinions and taping of the words are out of place for the
most part. Granted, there may be exceptions. Some pioneering couples who
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with more opportunities for congregational participation in the singing of hymns
and the saying of prayers - BUT, implicitly or explicitly, it should be clear
that a Christian wedding is now a show, but rather a sacred experience of worship.
And it ends vJith that amazing pronouncement: "Those whom God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder."
LASTING ATTENTION

And the final thing. The dimensions of a Christian
marriage become evident - not only through preparation for
marriage - not only through this concern that the wedding be a form of worship
but also through lasting attention to a marriage and a home. A successful
marriage is not self-evident on the day of a wedding; a successful marriage is a
work of art that begins to be evident on a lOth Anniversary or a 25th Anniversary.
Hm-1 many forces there are that can obstruct a marriage and detour it from
its original goal of a strong, secure home. There's the tendency to take each
other for granted, and the tendency to neglect the attentions and the appearances
that were so important before marriage. There are those inevitable differences
of opinion and the lack of patience and persistence and humility and kindness in
meeting theme There's the readiness that is as old as the Bible itself to see
and to say another's faults, but to excuse one's own faults. There is the
preoccupation - with work, business, with society and a resultant lack of time
and attention to the home. There are rough stretches of life - when sickness and
loss and disappointment and reverses - put heavy strains upon mutual love and
understanding.
There is no simple formula for making marriage an ongoing success. But it
does need to be re-affirmed again and again that a beautiful marriage, like a
beautiful garden, takes a bit of tending. It needs understanding and the grace to
say "I'm sorry11 • It needs unselfishness and a concern to please as well as to be
pleased. It takes priorities of time for the home, for the family. It needs
anniversaries and birthdays and circuses and picnics ••• it needs worship - at home
and in church. A successful marriage is not a "50-50" proposition, but rather a
"90 - 90 11 proposition - each one going more than half way.
Some time ago there appeared in the Reader's Digest a woman's description of
her experience on a Saturday afternoon as she stopped in at old Trinity Church
downtown for a moment of quiet prayer. As she bmved her head in meditation, her
attention was attracted by the sound of low voices behind her. She realized that
a man and a woman were reading the marriage vows from the Prayer Book. At lengeth,
as she left, she met a middle-aged couple also leaving the Church. And realizing
that they must have been overheard, the wife explained,
"John and I have been married for
our anniverwary we come back to
married and repeat the vows that
way we never forget the promises
our married life happier than we

33 years. Every year on
this church where 1-1e vJere
we took that day. That
made. It's helped to make
ever imagined it could be" e

"We come back •••• and repeat the vows taken that day".
anniversary day ••• or for any day ••• even for this day."

Not a bad idea for an

"I take thee ••••• to be my wedded wife ••• or husband ••• to have
and to hold •••• for better, for worse •••• for richer, for
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,
till death do us part •••• and thereto, I please thee my faith".
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"Those whom God hath joined together, let not man put asunder"
PRAYER

Grant, we beseech Thee, 0
this day with our outward
grafted inwardly in our hearts, that
good living. All this to your honor
Lord. Amen

God, that the words which we have heard
ears may, through Your grace, be so
they may bring forth in us the fruit of
and praise. Through Jesus Chirst, our

"WHAT MEAN THESE RITES?"III. The Funeral
,
The sermons of the last two Sundays have ,been conc~ntrating on those
distinctive services for which most people turn to the Church:
baptisms and weddings. Today is the third and the final sermon in this brief
series and it has to do with the Christian funeral.
INTRODUCTION

DEVELOPMENT

I would begin by reminding you that the New Testament does not
hesitate to confront the fact of death. There is no attempt to
gloss over it or detour around it as an "untouchable subject". Jesus and Paul,
and all of our spiritual forefathers whose ways and v-1ords are the heart of the
New Testament were never morbid or morose at the prospect of death. They looked
upon it as an incident - a point of transfer - in an ongoing journey with the God
that Jesus had revealed to them. They faced death, talked about it, planned for
it - as naturally and as hopefully as a modern family discusses a transfer to a
distant city or country. For them, death was very much a part of life.
WITH US TODAY

Yet - it is rarely so with us. If, in a family or a group, the
conversation somehow moves to a contemplation of death and of
funerals, someone will surely speak up, "well. ••• how on earth •••• did we ever get
on to this subject. Let's change it." loJi th the result that modern man does very
little thinking or planning with regard to death and the customs that surround
it. Until, all of a sudden -when it comes ••• there is frequently only confusion
and desolation and nothing then to do but acquiesce to funeral customs which speak
faintly if a..-ttall of the Christian funeral.
Part of the fault rests with the Church. I think that too often, in pulpit
and in other aspects of our ministry, we have reflected the conventional aversion
to death, rather than the New Testament acceptance of deaith, and so we have
avoided the subject. Part of the fault is that of ourselves ••• in forever
postponing any plans to reconcile what 1.ve do in the presence of death with what we
believe about death.
And then later on in the midst of or in the memory of funeral customs that
tend to depress us, we tend to complain and criticize. Perhaps we make the funeral
director the scapegoat, and accuse him of commercialism and paganism in the
rites surrounding death. But this is not where the blame primarily rests. For a
number of years now, I have had opportuhity to observe funeral directors at rather
close range. Some of them, to be sure, are more sensitive and sympathetic to the
needs of people than others, but I do not think that I have known or worked with a
i'lirheral Director in this city who was completely insensitive to their requests.
And it is not for a Funeral Director to appraise the extent of a family 1 s
faith, and then to pioneer in suggesting ways that their faith may be made explicit.
It is instead the task of the Church to be more articulate in declaring a faith
about funerals, and then it belongs to individual Christians to formulate and
record indays of clear understanding and thinking their own convictions, which may
later be recalled and translated into acts and attitudes.
BASIC:

AN ATTITUDE TOWARD DEATH

Nmv a Christian faith about funerals begins
with the New Testament attitude tov-mrd death.
It we take seriously the words of Jesus about "many rooms in my Father's house"; if
we take seriously His picture of a God whose eternal love is never out-dated; if we
take seriously the Easter fact of resurrection, 1-1hich turned BC into AD and launched
the Church and the New Testament and transformed the Disciples; if 1..re take seriously
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these inseparable strands of the Christian faith - then we can never look upon
death as fearful or final. For the New Testament, from beginning to end, is a new
testament to the faith that the ultimate handling of the affairs of life and of
death are in the hands of a God whose nature was revealed in the person, Jesus Christ.
GRIEF

I

GUILT

I

GRATITUDE

Now this does not mean that a Christian is expected
to be x light-hearted and nonchalant in the presence
of the death of a loved one. Grief is a normal human emotion, an emotion which
our Master shared along with the rest of us. The shortest verse in the Bible
testifies to that. "Jesus wept". Remember the circumstances? It was in the
presence of death, the death of one of his dearest friends, Lazarus, of the
beloved Bethany home, which was the closest thing that Jesus had to a permanent
address during his earthly ministry. Standing there in the presence of sorrowing
sisters, Jesus shared with them the agony of grief and He wept~
Grief is the other side of the coin that we call LOVE. vie feel it in lesser
ways at lesser separations. We send a child to camp, and the first time
especially, it may not be easy for him or for us. We leave a son or daughter at
college, and understand that one chapter of life has ended and another has begun.
We wave farewell to a loved one who is off on a long trip, and feel a tug at the
heart strings. And so naturally in the presence of death, we feel thit sense
of grief in its most poignant form. This grief is not something to be ashamed of,
nor something to be repressed. Rabbi Liebman 1 s classic book, "Peace of Mind, had
a chapter entitled, "Grief's Slow vJisdom11 in which these words appeared:
11

1'1Te must never falsify our emotions in conformity with conventions ••• we should not pretend to grieve when we do not feel
it •••• on the other hand we must not be afraid to articulate the
wildness of our sorrow if that is what vJe genuinely feel".,

But we also need to remember that grief is the reverse side of something other
than love, and when grief becomes extended or extreme, it can become entirely unChristian. Sometimes grief gets all mixed up with guilt, as a parson recalls his
neglected or misused opportunities when a loved one Has living, and then consciously or unconsciously the survivor proceeds to punch himself with a grieving
that really does not vrant to be comforted or healed. And sometimes grief is pure
selfishness - a kind of self-pity and resentment tM.toone should be deprived of
the companiihnship and the security that attended his or her previous days.
Grief is generally one important member of the family of emotions that gather
in the presence of death. It should hot be assigned to one of the back rooms of the
heart without any windows. It should be given a rightful place as a guest from God
whose presence actually ministers in the healing of the hurt. But consuming grief
that asks to stay on as a permanent guest should be required to show its credentials,
for grief that is part of love gradually turns over its room to service, and
usefulness and confidence.
But there are other members of the famimy of emotions that should make themselves known and hearx when a Christian stands in the presence of a loved one's
death. There is gratitude that life has been richer and will go on being richer
for one whom we have ln~ed and lost. There is the miracle of a measure of peace
and of strength equal to our needs •••• God 1 s messengers that enable us to "trace
the rainbow through the rain". And these are the signs of our faith that show through
in what we do and how we do it when we are called to make the arrangements upon
the death of a loved one.
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FUNERAL CUSTCMS

So let us think for a moment or two now about the bearing of
our faith upon some of our funeral customs. Perhaps we may
differ here, but that is not so important. It is important that we honestly try
to think through the relationship of our faith and the customs surrounding death,
and to do this ahead of time, rather than avoid the subject and then later on numb~
perpetuate the customs that we often dery.
For one thing, the Christian faith says to me that lavish attention upon the
body after death is in contradiction to our faith.
That delightful story about John Quincy Adams at the age of 80 comes to
mind. Afriend met him one day on the streets of Boston and asked, "How is John
Quincy Adams today?" And the reply that has become something of a classic was:
"John Quincy Adams himself is quite well thank you. But the
house he lives in is sadly delapidated. It is t~ttering on
its foundations. The walls are badly shattered, and the roof
is worn. The building trembles vdth the wind, and I think
John Quincy Adams will have to move out of it before very
long. But he himself is very well, thank you.,"
vfuich is something of a Christian commentary on death. Or course, there is a place
for reverent respect for the body, but there is no place in our Christian faith
for the near adoration that we sometimes observe.,
Therefore, my faith says to me that costly caskets and expensive vaults and
imposing monuments are not the surest and the vJisest ways of expressing love; the
faith says to me personally that I do not my body lyinv in state or in public
viewing; the faith says to me that whether the body is present for the memorial
service or whether burial has already taken place is quite irrelevant; the faith
says to me that cremation is as desirable as the burial of the body and that the
choice is entirely a matter or personal preference; the faith says to me that the
trek to the cemetery after a service of worship is not necessary as a mark of love
and respect, and that especially when facotrs of age and health and weather are
involved, it should be discouraged. "Our earthly tabernacle dissolved ••••we have
a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
And then, too, the Christian faith says something about the way in which
people can best express their sympathy and affection. Take the matter of flowers.
No one loves or enjoys beautiful flowers more than I do. But I sometimes feel
that flowers can be overdone at funerals, and that the flowers serve the living
far better than they serve the dead.
"A rose to the living is more than symptuous wreaths to the
dead"
as someone has put it. So I feel that a family can best honor a loved one as well
as best serve humanity by designating some living memorial - a health fund., an
educational fund, a church - as a means by which a person's influence will go on.,
But perhaps most of all, the Christian faith says something about the nature
of the funeral itself. My own feeling is that the best place for a funeral of a
Christian is in the Church. Just as I said two weeks ago when we thought about
the Christian wedding - the sanctuary of the Church is reserved for man's most
meaningful worship SRperiences. Here >-re are baptized; here we take the vows of
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and wine of Holy Communion. Here we gather for the Sunday miracle that is our
worship. And here, too, I would maintain, we should gather for the worship of God
in that hour that we call the funeral - whether it be for the leading layman of the
Church, or for the most inconspicuous member - rather than to gather in some room
tvhere the person we honor has seldom, if ever, been present for worship.
And this too. 1rJherever the service is held, let it be a service of worship
in which some of the great trumpet notes of hope and triumph and thanksgiving are
sounded. I don't know how the church and Christian folk ever allowed the word
"funeral" to become a snyonym for gray gloom. There was a friend of Robert
Browning who went to the poet 1 s funeral and found the somber service so completely
wrong for a man of Browning's faith and spirit that he -vrrote to a friend afterward:

"I would have given something for a banner or two, and much I
would have given if a chorister had come out of the triforium
ri±k and rent the air with a trumpet."
Indeed, there should be some trumpet notes at a Christian funeral. There is some
great scripture that does that: 23rd Psalm, the 14th chapter of John, the 8th
chapter of Romans - among my own favorites. Great hymns that do it: 11 0 God Our
Help in Ages Past". "For All the Saints". "Now Thank 1rJe All Our God 11 • There is
organ music that does that - and poems - and prayers. Until people can go forth
from a service like that tvith a song in their souls and a quiet smile about their
spirits and an unconquerable faith in their hearts - thanking God that He does
lead them to see "the rainbos through the rain".
CLOSING

Finally, •-vi th some of the details of what has been said here, some of
you may v1el1 disagree, and I would not 1.vant you ever to be
embarrassed to express your feelings, your wishes and your plans. If a minister
is worthy of the name, he will try to be as sensitive to the wishes of others as
he expects others someday to be to his own and his family's vrishes.
Only this: let us never forget that the Christian Church and the Christian
faith 1vould not be ours today had not death been finally vanquished. And if we
are people of this Faith, let that faith be nowhere more evident than in the way
in which we meet death: for ourselves and our loved ones.
In the observatory of the University of Pittsburgh, there is a memorial
plaque to a man and hiw wife who were closely associated with the observatory, and
the inscription reads: 11We have loved the stars too fondly •••• to be fearful of
the night". Which is exactly the faith of the Christian about death, or to put it
in the more stately language of the Bible:
"We have seen too much of the light of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ to be fearful of the valley of the shadow
of death."
PRAYER:

0 Lord, support us all the day long of this life, until the shadows
lengthen, and the evening comes and the busy world is hushed, and the
fever of life is over, and our work is done. Then, of thy great mercy, grant us
a safe lodging and a holy rest, and peace at last. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER:

May 31, 1981

LORD, You know the many concerns that press down upon us.
We can't leave them at home •••
We believe that You want us to bring them here in
prayer ••• and to talk them over 1.rith You.
We remember that "more things are wrought by prayer than
this world has ever dreamed of •••• 11
WE find ourselves fussing and freeting about far too many things.
life worry about our work and our advancement in the firm.
We worry about our children and their grades, their
behavior in School •••• worry about grandchildren, parents.
We worry about our health ••• that ache, that pain.extra pound, tendency to
We worry ••• and in so doing we become tense and tight.
smoke too
life worry about our world.
much.,
For some here today, the problems seem so big that nothing
else can find room in the mind but that problem.
LORD, whatever our problem:
We ask in these moments of prayer for Your guidance in
dealing with it.
Help us in our worship to draw far enough back from what
is now troubling us, until we see it in ne1..r perspective.
HELP US to rethink and

re-e~mine

our priorities.

Lord, we make mountains out of molehills and molehills out
of mountains.,
We let things that should occupy our attention slip by
unnoticed, and let little things blind us to
everything else.
LONG AGO You asked people to put first the goal of Your Kingdom and said
that everything else would easily fall into place.
Sometimes we find this difficult to believe and to do.
And we have a hard time living it. We believe it, Lord;
Help our unbelief.
THROUGH this service worship, help each of us:
To put first things, first. Last things, last1
Until we spend our moments and our days in doing those things
that really matter the most in life.,
SURROUND us with Your spirit. SURPRISE us with Your joy. STRENGTHEN us in
Your word. SEND US out of here with Your love. All this so that
we can become more human, more honest, more hopeful. In the
name and spirit of Christ, our Lord, we pray •

...
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:

GREETING

--.,.,.

Ma,y 31, 1981

pause in the worship service •••• to offer words of greeting
to the visitors in the congregation this morning.

~ve

How pleased we are to have you with us today and we do hope that
the opportunity will be ours to greet you in a more personal way before you
depart - either at the door or, if time permits, downstairs in the Russell
Room where tea and coffee will be available.
You worship in a church that has a fine record of giving and of
serving in Christ's name. This church has been ministering in the name of
Christ since 1837 and it is in His name that we bid you a warm welcome this
day.
.

Be free in the sharing of your name with us.
Sign one of the Guest books or visitor cards
in the pews.
Join us on other Sundays in our worship and
in our fellowship.
CONCERNS

The announcements of congregational concern are in the
bulletin. Today is the last Sunday to respond with a gift
for the Health Care Agencies of the Conference. Envelopes are in the
pews.

~

~~-

Members of the Adult Fellowship are reminded of the outing
scheduled for this next Saturday, a canoe trip on the Delaware Rivere
Jim Thompson and David Kilbride will answer any last minutes questions
regarding the arrangements.
Another R~ge Sale is "in the works" for this coming Saturday,
June 6th under the sponsorship of the Outreach Concerns Committee ••• and
proceeds will go to the UMPA program headed by Jan Aldrich. It will be
from ten to one on Saturday, the 6th.
Be sure to get a ticket for the June 20th All Church Picnic.
Bobbie Heron is handling those tickets today at the coffee hour. They cost
$3.00 each and the picnic is now less than three weeks away.
OFFERING

Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive". In
this spirit, let us worship God with our morning offering.

SOME PEOPLE CONCERNS
Good to welcome back friends from former days and non-resident
members: with us today are Eric Smith, Baton Rouge; Peggy Parish,
Manning, South Carolina. Arnold Wolf, Boca Raton, Florida.
Want to know that today will be the last Sunday with us for some
time for Yvonne and Paul Knight - moving to the Denver area of Colorado.
Our prayers and warmest wishes go with Paul and Yvom1e •••
we '11 want to hear all ab~~ .. ..-e birth of your first child •••

1'o

..

ANTHEM:

"Now on High O'er All Nations"

"Now on high o'er all nations reigneth
God, the Lord, and o'er the heavens all
radiant glory".
ANTHEM:

AN ADULT CLASS
A popular Bible Class for adults meets ~
on Sunday morning at 9:30 in Fellowship
. ··~
Hall> ·Coffee "is- availabie and n'ew 'members
are always welcome.

"For All the Saints"
ADULT FELLOWSHIP

The words for this anthem are taken
from Hymn No. 536.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - comes after the
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite
you to remain to share in the beauty of it.
A SPECIAL APPEAL
During the month of May we have been
receiving a special offering for the Health
Care Agencies of the New York Conference
of the United Methodist Church. Our gifts
go to the support of the Methodist Home of
New York City, located in Riverdale.
Our goal for this appeal is $300. To
date we have received $271.30. A few more
gifts will help us reach our goal. Today
is the last day to respond with an offering
for which envelopes are in the pews.

'•

•
Members of the Adult Fellowship are reminded of the June 6th Delaware River Canoe
Trip. Last minute questions regarding the
arrangements can be handled by Jim Thompson
at this morning's coffee hour.
SUNDAY, JUNE 14
Persons interested in learning more
about the trip to the Holy Land in 1982 are
invited to meet together on Sunday, June
14th at 12:45 pm in the choir room. We
hope to have information available regarding costs, possible dates and itinerary.
ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Mark the date of Saturday, June 20th,
for the All-Church Picnic. Tickets, costing
$3.00, are on sale at the coffee hour this
morning. Doreen Surber, Picnic Coordinator,
is handling the tickets. Buy yours today!
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