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"WHATEVER BECAJVfE OF SIN?" 

INTRODUCTIOT.J The title of tnrlay 1 s sermon is taken from a book by the same 
n'.lme. The book c;aught my eye o:1e day- receutly as I Halked by 

the Marboro Bookstore. There i_t 1-vas, dj_splayed in a promj_nent position in the 
window, next to a book entitled, nThe Joy of Streaking". [r,nw lmmv-s, maybe that's 
why it caught my eye. I purchased the book - the one on sin, th::tt is, and 1JOuld 
recommend it to you. "!rJhatcver Became of Sin?" 

To me, one of thr:! most i mpor·t:;nt thh1gs about this book whieh launches today' s 
sermon is the man who Wl'ote it. f1 theologian or a prec:tcher cot1ld write a book on 
the subject, "vJhatever 1-Jccarne of .')in?" .1.nd it \,JOilldn't startle many. llnt 1orhen a 
ph,}rsician whose name l.s respected l.n the field of mr-mtal health asks such a 
question as the title of this book, that catches our attenti.on. 

Dr. Karl Menninger was thP. founder of the psychiatric center bearing t.he 
family name i.n Topeka, Kansas. Together with his father an(i his hrothc::- - .:md 
later his son and his nepher.vs - he has developed this center for mental health, 
which has brought h•oaling and hope to many troubled persons. He 1 s '1-Jritten a 
number of books on mental health, but in this one he is concentratj_ng on moral 
health - not as a separate subject, but as a bri.n subject. His book is t:iJnely. 

DEVELOPHENT One of the early chapters in the book is entitled, "The Dis-
appearanl'!e of Sin: An Eyewitness Account" - and he ch;~onicles 

the gradually vanishing use of the word o::- concept of sin from his lifetime. I 
think it 1 s an account that many of us could confirm from our m-m observations o 

There was a tirne when this v.JOrd "sin" 1n.s a prou~l and awesome word, and vrhen it 
was spoken j_n the pu1pi t or in pri-vate con'tersation, it carried a tremendous 
weight of moral ,judgement behind it. But no;rl this word is less frequently spoken 
in the pulpit or i.n public utterance. If ·He use the word in conversation, it's 
generally spoken half-jok-ir'l;lY and sclf-ind1Jll~f~nt.l.v as far ::J.S our own mis-;;l:.eps 
are conceJ·Jled and tolerantly as far a.s the rni::l-decd.s of otl1ers :n·c concerned. 

It l'eminds me of the preacher I'V'ho one Sunday morning with a t"-'.Lllkle in his 
eye greeted one of his parishom~rs with the remark, 11 \rJhy, my dear, if I known Jrou 
,,,ere in the congregation, I 1 d have said something abo,l.t sin in the sermon! 11 

,...,_,.. 
Dr·. Me.n:ri nror· j n C()IJ!';(!T'?J('r] nhnll L 'Lhr: di.sappcnra.nce o.f t-,h(· nn.mR and the notion. 

of :3.Ln •• Be devotes only a fct'' [)'l('P-S clocmnentj_ng Lhe assertion th;J 1.:. sr)mc~thing is 
tragically wrong H.lth our world, our nat i.on, and ourselves. Certainly any day's 
nAwspaper or n8tvscast will provide that kind of documentation. But he spends 
more pages detail:i.ng the strange disappearance of sin as a v1tal term and a valid 
truth in understanding our suffering - both collective a~d personalo 

For example, he recc::.lls that more than 20 years ago, in 1952, Congress voted 
to require the President to proclaim each year a n9.tional day of prayer. President 
Truman began it that year, but in only one of the annual presidential proclma
tions has there been any mention of thR word "sin". And that was in the quiet 
decade of the 50 1 s - in 1953 - -vrhen President Eisenhm-ver borrowed the wonis for 
his proclamation from a call issued by Lincoln in 186_3: 

"It is the duty of nations as Hell as of men to mm their 
dependence upon the overruling pmver of God, to confess their 
sins and transgressions .i.n humble sorrmv, yet with assured 
hope that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon"o 


