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"WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH" 

TITTRODUCTION Two country boys named Zeke and Zeb built a Bungee Jumping 
Tower down in Mexico in order to make some money. After 

they got it up, they were disap:oointed that nobody was giving it a try even 
though crowds had gathered around it. Ticket sales ;.reren' t ha:opening and so 
Zeke had an idea. He suggested to his friend, Zeb, that he should demonstrate 
the jump in order to help people get the idea. After Zeb was strapped on he 
jumped and fell almost to the ground before springing back up. But as he came 
back up Zeke noticed that Zeb's clothes were torn and he wondered •••• what that 
>:-Tas all about. 

Zeb went down again and this time as he came back up Zeke noticed that he 
was bleeding. Zeke thought to himself ••• "what's going on here?" Zeb 1rent down 
a third time and this time when he came back up Zeke noticed that he had blood 
and cuts and contusions all over his body. Zeke pulled Zeb in and said, "Zeb ••• 
what happened?" And Zeb groaned, "Zeke ••• I don't know •••• but TJ~hat's a PINATA?11 

We've all had those moments in life when we have felt like a human 
pinata •••• haven't we? Those times when lore have been "jabbed" and "punched" 
and "whacked" from every side. But then when I read about the Apostle Paul, 
in chains ••• not gold chains., mind you, like some men 1rear today ••• but heavy 
prison chains and languishing in jail. And his only crime was being a follower 
of Jesus. l,~en I contrast our concerns and our problems with those that Paul 
was experiencing, our problems ••• mr problems ••• seem quite trivial. 

PAUL'S SITUATION Let's go back and take another leok at Paul's situation 
as it's recorded for us in today's scripture reading. 

He describes his situation in this fashion: 

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time has come for MY departure. I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the race. And I have 
kept the faith. Now ••• there is in store for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day - and not only to me, but 
also to all who have longed for His appearing. 

And Paul continues ••• 

"At l1lJ' first defense no one came to my support, but every 
one deserted me. May it not be held against them. But 
the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the 
lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil 
attack and will bring me safely to the heavenly kingdom. 
To Him be the GLORY for ever and ever. Amen." 

What a magnificent testtmony to what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. What a magnificent testtmony to the sustaining power of God1 
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A liEARINESS IN PAUL'S VOICE Several things to pick up in all of this. 
First, notice that there is a certain 

weariness in Paul's voice as he says, "I have fought the good fight. I have 
finished the race. I have kept the faith". These words were not written at 
the beginning of his life, but near its end. 

It's a wonderful thing to be young ••• isn't it? Raise a hand, if you 
agree. To have all that energy and all that enthusiasm. To believe that 
nothing is imoossible to you. To believe in happy endings. But, friend ••• 
that is not as easy toward the end of life as it is when jrou are first starti 
out ••• with all t at energy and enthusiasm. It's more difficult when all of 
your friends have gone and yet~ health is failing and you worry about _ 
what tomorrow may bring. 

I read about a lady who wrote her son the following note, 

"Rabbi Abrhams came to call on me the other day and he 
said that at ~ age I should be thinking of the here
after. I told him, 'OH •••• BUT ffi DO IT ALL THE TIME. •• 
N'O r1ATTER to/HERE I AM •••• IN THE LIVING RO<l1, UPSTAIRS, 
IN THE KITCHEN, 00. DOWN IN THE BASEMENT ••• I ASK MYSELF, 
NCM HHAT IS IT THAT I AM HERE AFTER?n 

I thought you'd like tat. Aging has its challenges and it's not so ea~ 
near the end of life. This is not to say that you can always judge a person 
by his or her age. George Bush, at the age of 72, jumps out of a plane and 
parachutes to the ground. Toqy Randall, 77, between eight Broadway performanc 
a week, summons the energy to father a child with his 27 year-old wife. W'omez 
past 50 bearing children. Octogenarians entering marathons and finishing theJ 
Indeed, the experience of aging in America isn't what it use to bel 

Or, consider the case of Eva Johnson, who as a little girl loved to draw, 
She started painting at the age of 65 and now, at 100, she has become somethii 
of a latter-day Granda Moses ••• painting country scenes in Otterbein, Indiana. 
Selling quite well, too. And recently in Boston, a woman named Ruth RothfarbJ 
died at the age of 96 •••• after a 27 year career as a marathon runner that she 
began when her husband died. She said (and this was in her obituary): 

"I had to do sorrething ••• I wasn't going to sit around •••• 
DOING NOTHING!" 

The list goes on. Bob Hope, 95, still performing. Strom Thurmond, 96, still 
legislating for the state of South Carolina. John Glenn, 77, talking about 
going back into space. NO ••• aging isn't what it used to bel 

But still ••• agiing has its challenges and its disappointments. If we are 
not careful, fantasy g.\Ves way to fatalism. Fa!. th ••• if it's not nourished ••• 
~ives way to despair. It could have happened to Paul. He writes, 

"At my first defense no one came to my support ••• but 
everyone deserted me!" 

Can you imagine that. No one Has there ••• standing at his side, giving support 
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Here r..ras the greatest Christtan teacher l.ffio has ever walked among us 
and he could not count on the support of his friends and fellow believers in 
the church. A lesser person might easily have become bitter. It's one thing 
for your enemies to turn you into a human pinata, but it is another for your 
friends "in Christ" to turn their backs while it is happening. It sort of 
brings to mind the sign seen in front of a church with an unintended message. 
In large letters it said: 

"111/E CARE ABOUT YOU". And underneath in smaller letters 
it said, "SUNDAYS at TEN A. •. )1 •••• ONLY" 

We smile and some may even laugh, but it can also make you cr,r. Yes, it 
happens. Jesus hand-picked twelve men and one of them betrayed Him. Paul gave 
his life and love and all he had to starting some churches and some of his 
closest friends in those church let him dawn. Where were they? No wonder we 
catch or hear just a touch of wearines9 in his oive. 

i:XPECTAT.ION OF A COMING RET,VARD BUT ••• notice also the expectation of a 
coming reward. Listen to Faul's words, 

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offer
ing and the time has come for ~ departure. I have 
fought the good fight ••• finished the race, the course. 
I have kept the faith. Now, there is in store for me 
the cr~N.n of righteousness, which the Lord ••• will award 
to me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for His appearing." 

Paul, as I see it, knew that his lifetime of faithfulness would not be in 
vain and that there was this CR. OriN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS besto-vred by God 1 s own Son 
aT.raiting him. 

Barbara Johnson, a Christian writer and speaker, who runs a mlnistry for 
people "in pain" has shared a bit of wisdom, an insight for us. Her own life 
has been touched by tragedy and pain. Her husband was involved in a car wreck 
thirty years ago that left him permanently injured. Their oldest son was killed 
in Vietna, and their other son was killed by a drunken driver. And for maqy 
years they were estranged from still another son and yet, in spite of all 
of their sorrow and pain, they never lost their faith in a loving God. She 
writes in one of her books that 

"God didn't promise that rne 'd be leading at the half, 
but only that '.re will win the game •••• " 

Indeed, a bit of wisdom that probably resonates more with those of you who 
are football fans, but what a grand message for any-one feeling like a human 
pinata. "God didn't promise that we'd be leading at the half ••••• but only that 
we will win the game 11 • There was that note of weariness in Paul 1 s voice ••• from 
all the trials and tribulations he had been through, but there was also that 
sound of victory ••• because he knew that he would receive a great reward.· How did 
he know this. He knew because God had been with him every step of the way! 
Through hardships and heartaches, Paul had always felt God standing by his 
stde. His expectation of this much-deserved reward was not based on wishful 
thinking, but on his own experience. Hear his words once again, 
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"At YP.Y first defense, no one came to my supnort, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 
them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 
strength, so that through me the message might be 
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
And I was delivered from the lion 1 s mouth". 

CLOSING STORY AND SUMMATION A few years ago, Norman Vincent Peale, and 
his T,rife, Ruth, were in a taxi here in the 

city and found themselves in conversation with the driver who had a Dutch 
name which prompted Dr. Peale to ask if he was from Europe. 

"Yes" said the driver, "I'm from Rotterdam". ''Well, 11 

replied Dr. Peale, "I was the minister of the old Dutch 
Reformed Church here in the c 1 ty for 52 years. 11 "Oh" 
commented the driver •••• "Then you're Dr. Peale •••• I've 
been to your church but I didn't recognize you without 
your robe" •••• and they had a nice chat in the moments 
that followed. 

As they drove along, the driver asked him if he had the time to hear a 
story. He said, "It's about the time I met God and it shows just how good God 
is. I have great faith, sir ••• and I know that I can never get outside the care 
and love of God." And he began to share this story with Dr. and Mrs. Peale. 

"It T,;a.s close to the end of World War II •••• I was a 
little boy and our country had been ravaged. The 
conquerors had been driven out, but we were left 
absolutely destitute. We had ration stamps, but they 
weren't any good for there was no food at all ••• no 
food in the stores or the warehouses or country. Holland 
had been swept clean of foodstuffs. lve were reduced to 
eating beets out of the n.elds. It was a kind of beet 
that is dangerous to eat vTi thout long cooking. And even 
then, if you don't accompany it with other food, the 
chemical reaction will bloat and distend the stomach ••• 
people have been known to die from the chemical that they 
absorbed from an overdose. 11 

He continued with the story ••• 

"Yon know how beautiful Holland's tulips are? Well, we 
dug the :nulbs out of the ground and ate them. That was 
all we had •••• we were desperate. Then a notice from our 
pastor went around, telling us that there would be a 
meeting in the church. Since we were reduced to final 
circumstances, we would have a meeting and PRAY to God, 
telling Him we were His children and asking Him to feed 
us. It was the only hope we had. That big church was 
packed ••• two thousand people were present. There was no 
sermon. We prayed for an hour or two ••• the pastor prayed. 
People prayed aloud all over the church. 1rJe sat there ••• 
herded together, praying to God"• 
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11 I was only a youngester, but all of a sudden, I became 
aware that God was right there ••• and I was almost 
frightened. I could feel HIM in my heart. I knew that 
HE was present and I knew that HE was going to take care 
of us poor starving people. And then we sang one of those 
great hymns of faith and we went out into the streets 
and back to our homes and with a gnawing, empty stomach, 
I fell asleep." 

"Early the next morning, we were awakened by the roar of 
a great armada of airplanes over Rotterdam and there be
gan a great shower of food. It seemed that the sky was 
full of great packages of food floating down to the 
streets Cf Rotterdam, filling the avenues with fine food. 
And ••• we ate and we ate! 11 

- ' •. ~ ... "~· .•. ·, 

The driver glanced back at the Peales from his seat up front and said, 

"Dr. Peale ••• as long as I live, I will believe that God heard 
those prayers and out of His great heart of love, He fed 
His children." 

END OF STORY End of story. But let me say this. I believe it, toe. 
And certainly Paul belie1red it. In spite of his troubled 

life as a human pinata, he wrote: 

"But the Lord stood at my side and gave me great strength, 
so that through me the message might be ful~ proclaimed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered 
from the lion 1 s mouth". 

And then, the amazing thing to me is that Paul's adds a doxology to all of 
this. Even though he is wea~ and disappointed with many of his friends who 
let him down ••• with this expectation that a CROWN OF GLORY awa its him, he 
writes: 

"The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom. To HIM 
be the glorr, forever and ever. Amen." 

't<That a doxology. Such is the gift of a great and a glorious faith. We caJl, 

have it, too. And let that be our affirmation today and in the days aheado 
"To HIM .. oebe the glory, forever and ever. Amen." 

PREYER Make us sensitive to Your nearness and to Your lifting presence 
in these moments, 0 God. Wrestle with us in the hidden corners 

of our lives where lack of faith so often robs us of health and hope and of 
peace of mind. Give us the gift of a faith like Paul's that we may endure 
to the end and praise You all of our days. In the spirit of Jesus, ~re pray. 
Amen. 



INTRODUC~ION I GREETING 

ministry of our Church. 

Hm-t nice it is to have both ~!ichael and 
Susan Reaves participating in the work and 

Both are preparing for the ministry at the Theological School 
of Drew University in Madison, New· Jersey. Michael has been teaching the 
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class and shar :ng in the worship service. 
Susan has been working with the boys and girls of our Sunday School and 
today they are switching roles •••• 

T:le are blessed to have them both with us this year ••• from now 
through early June. Get to know them ••• and their daughters, too - Michelle 
and Rachel •••• here with the boys and girls of our Sunday School ••• whom we 
are delighted to wPlcome to today's service. 

It 1 s abrays special when the children are down here with us and 
today is no exception •••• and Susan Reaves is going to talk to them about 
baptism •••• which v-re shall celebrate here in a few moments! 

SUSAN REAVES 

SACRAMENT 8F BAPTISM Thank you, Susan ••••• I'll join you in a few 
·"lllmlents at 'th~ baptismal font ••• but first, let 

me welcome and introduce to you those whom-we are baptising •••• 

FIRST: Grace Elizabeth Catlett, infant daughter of David and 
Stephanie Catlett ••• born July 31st, 1998. Lenox Hill Hospital. 

SECOND: Gregory Ernst Catlett ••••• infant son of David and 
Stephanie •••• also born on July 31st, 1998. 

TWTNS •••• I've been trying to remember if I have ever had the joy 
and privilege of baptizing twins before in this church •••• have I? Can an1 
of you remember ••• confirmed twins •••• Kittilsen sisters ••• now off in college 
in Boston ••• never could tell thel"l apart. 

Today is very special for us and made even more special by the 
presence of GOD PARENTS: 

F0r Grace: 
For Geegory: 

Paul and Christine ERNST 
Car 1 and Kerry ERNST •••• 

And GRANDPARENTS ARE pres~nt: Ralph and Marie Ernst ••• of Seaford, 
Long Island. And David Catlett's twin brother and family all the way from 
Colorado: Larry and Tena Catlett •••• children Cheryl and Dean. 

The name ERNST is a special name in this church because of the 
presence and life of Janet Ernst, a longtime member of this parish ••••• and 
also the town ~f Seaford, out on Long Island ••• because that is George Leopold's 
home town. We welcome you! Delighted you all are here1 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sund:3.y, October 25, 1998 

VISITORS / GREETING 

A. A vrord of greeting to the visitors •••• delighted to welcome you 
and to have you here ~-ri th us ••• .-r,re hope that the opportunity •••• 
BE FREE in the sharing ••••• FILL OUT •••• SIGN ONE •••• COME, TrlORSHIP 
\VITH US ••••• COME, l,.JORK ~A!ITH US, TOO •••• 

B. I like to say that we have been DOING THE LORD'S IVCRK •••• roots 
a:::-e deep •• •• .fourth building •••• we minister in the NAME OF CHRIST 
and it is in HIS LOVING SPIRIT •••• 

C. MEMBERS: name tags. GO OUT OF YOUR TrlAY •••• REACH DCWN AND GREET 
a child •••• NO CHURCH BUSINESS gets down at the coffee hour ••• our 
chance to enjoy each other's company ••• 

D. TWO WEEKS FROM T(])AY ••• NOVEMBER 8th •••• that Sunday's coffee hour 
will be "in honor" of new friends of recent months ••• 

PARISH CONCERNS 

A. Parish concerns are lifted up for you in the bulletin. Review them 
on your own noting: 

OFFERING 

. 
1. Worshiu Committee Meeting today at 1 pm. 

2. Fall-qUMMAGE SAIE this coming Saturday ••• 

3. Approaching November ••• the month vf our financial 
canvass ••• fund raising effort for 1999 ••• "kicking it 
off" next Sunday and it c0ntinues through the end 

4. 

of the year. 

Church Fair is approaching. 
service is being offered. 

November 21st. "Pick-up" 
Do your "FAIR SHARE" •• • • 

5. Great Fiction Book Club. Thu:::-sday evening. 7 pm. 
Church or parsonage •••• speak to me if you're •••• 

"GIVE ••• and it Tf7ill be GIVEN YOU •••• a 
good meas11re, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over ••• w~ll be put into 
your lap, for the measure you give t-till be 
the ~easure you get back!" 
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11WHEN THE GOING GETS TOUGH" 

INTRODUCTION Two country boys named Zeke and Zeb built a Bungee Jumping 
Tower down in Mexico in order to make some money. After 

they got it up, they were disappointed that nobody was giving it a try even 
though crowds had gathered around it. Ticket sales weren 1 t happening and so 
Zeke had an idea. He suggested to his friend, Zeb, that he should demonstrate 
the jump in order to help people get the idea. After Zeb was strapped on he 
jumped and fell almost to the ground before springing back up. But as he came 
back up Zeke noticed that Zeb 1 s clothes were torn and he wondered •••• what that 
't'll'as all about. 

Zeb went down again and this time as he came back up Zeke noticed that he 
was bleeding. Zeke thought to himself ••• 11what 1 s going on here?" Zeb 1rent down 
a third time and this time when he came back up Zeke noticed that he had blood 
and cuts and contusions all over his body. Zeke pulled Zeb in and said, 11 Zeb ••• 
what happened?" And Zeb groaned, 11 Zeke ••• r don't know •••• but what's a PINATA?11 

We've all had those moments in life when we have felt like a human 
pinata •••• haven't we? Those times when we have been "jabbed" and "punched" 
and "whacked" from every side. But then when I read about the Apostle Paul, 
in chains ••• not gold chains, mind ~ou, like some men wear today ••• but heav,y 
prison chains and languishing in jail. And his only crime was being a follower 
of Jesus. l~en I contrast our concerns and our problems with those that Paul 
was experiencing, our problems ••• mv problems ••• seem quite trivial. 

PAUL'S SITUATION Let's go ba~k and take another look at Paul's situation 
as it's recorded for us in today's scripture reading. 

He describes his situati_on in this fashion: 

"For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, 
and the time has come for ~ departure. I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the race. And I have 
kept the faith. Now ••• there is in store for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day - and not only to me, but 
also to all who have longed for His appearing. 

And Paul continues ••• 

"At my first defense no one came to my support, but every 
one deserted me. May it not be held against them. But 
the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. And I was delivered from the 
lion 1 s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every ev.il 
attack and will bring me safe~ to the heavenly kingdom. 
To Him be the GLORY for ever and ever. Amen." 

vfuat a magnificent testimony to what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. What a magnificent testimony- to the sustaining power of God1 
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A WEARINESS IN PAUL'S VOICE Several things to pick up in all of this. 
First, notice that there is a certain 

weariness in Paul's voice as he says, "I have fought the good fight. I have 
finished the race. I have kept the faith". These words were not vrritten at 
the beginning of his life, but near its end. 

It's a wonderful thing to be young ••• isn't it? Raise a hand, if you 
agree. To have all that energy and all that enthusiasm. To believe that 
nothing is impossible to you. To believe in happy endings. But, friend. •• 
that is not as easy tov-mrd the end of life as it is 1men jrou are first starting 
out ••• with all tat energy and enthusiasm. It's more difficult when all of 
yoi.U' friends have gone and your health is failing and you l'll'Orry about'~-~·-~'~ 
'lirhat tomorrow may bring. 

I read about a lady who wrote her son the following note, 

"Rabbi Abrha.ms came to call on me the other day and he 
said that at ~ age I should be thinking of the here
after. I told him, 'OH •••• BUT :m DO IT ALL THE TD1E. •• 
NO r1ATTER tVHERE I AM •••• IN THE LIVING ROOM, UPSTAIRS, 
IN THE KITCHEN, OR DOWN IN THE BASEMENT ••• I ASK MYSELF, 
NOW WHAT IS IT THAT I AM HERE AFTER?" 

I thought you'd like that. Aging has its challenges and it's not so easy 
near the end of life. This is not to say that you can always judge a person 
by his or her age. George Bush, at the age of 72, jumps out of a plane and 
parachutes to the ground. Tony Randall, 77, between eight Broadway performances 
a ~feek, summcrms the energy to father a child with his 27 year-old 1-rife. Women 
past 50 bearing children. Octogenarians entering marathons and finishing them. 
Indeed, the experience of aging in America isn't what it use to bel 

Or., consider the case of Eva Johnson, who as a little girl loved to draw. 
She started painting at the age of 65 and now, at 100, she has become something 
of a latter-day Granda Moses ••• painting country scenes in Otterbein, Indiana. 
Selling quite well, too. And recently .in Boston, a woman named Ruth Rothfarb., 
died at the age of 96 •••• after a 27 year career as a marathon runner that she 
began when her husband died. She said (and this was in her obituary): 

11 I had to do something ••• I wasn't going to sit around. ••• 
DOING NOTHING!" 

The list goes on. Bob Hope, 95, still performing. Strom Thurmond, 96, still 
legislating for the state of South Carolina. John Glenn, 77, talking about 
going back .into space. NO ••• aging isn't what it used to bel 

But still ••• agiing has its challenges and its disappointments. If we are 
not carefnl, fantasy g•es way to fatalism. Faith ••• if it's not nourished ••• 
gives way to despair. It could have happened to Paul. He writes, 

"At ~ first defense no one came to my support ••• but 
everyone deserted me! 11 

Can you imagine that. No one v-ras there ••• standing at his side, giving support. 
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Here 1-ras the greatest Christian teacher who has ever walked among us 
and he could not count on the support of his friends and fellow believers in 
the church. A lesser person might easily have become bitter. It's one thing 
for your enemies to turn you into a human pinata, but it is another for your 
friends "in Christ" to turn their backs while it is happening. It sort of 
brings to mind the sign seen in front of a church with an unintended message. 
In large letters it said: 

"WE CARE ABOUT YOU". And underneath in smaller letters 
it said, "SUNDAYS at TEN A.~'!•~• ••• ONLY" 

We smile and some may even laugh, but it can also make· you cr7. Yes, it 
happens. Jesus hand-picked twelve men and one of them betrayed Him. Paul gave 
his life and love and all he had to starting some churches and some of his 
closest friends in tho.se church let him down. Where were they? No wonder w 
catch or hear just a t.puch of weariness in his voice. 
( . 

EXEEG!A!litON OF A COMING REWARD BUT ••• notice also the expectation of a 
coming reward. Listen to ~aul's words, 

"For I am already beipg poured out like a drink offer
ing and the time has come for mr departure. I have 
fought the good fight ••• finished the race, the course. 
I have kept the faith. Now, there is in store for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord ••• will award 
to me on that day - and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for His appearing." 

Paul, as I see it1 knew that his lifetime of faithfulness would not be in 
vain and that there was this CRCWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS bestovred by God 1 s own Son 
ar.raiting him. 

Barbara Johnson, a Christian wr.iter and speaker, who runs a ministry for 
people "in pain" has shared a bit of wisdom, an insight for us. Her mm life 
has been touched by tragedy and pain. Her husband was involved in a car wreck 
thirty years ago that left him permanently injured. Their oldest son was killed 
in Vietnan.L and their other son was killed by a drunken driver. And for man,y 
years they were estranged from still another son and yet, in spite of all 
of their sorrow and pain, they never lost their faith in a loving God. She 
writes in one of her books that 

"God didn't promise that we 1d be leading at the half, 
but only that v.re will win the game ••.•• 11 

Indeed, a bit of wisdom that probably resonates more with those of you who 
are football fans, but what a grand message for anyone feeling like a human 
pinata. "God didn't promise that we'd be leading at the half ••••• but only that 
we will win the game". There was that note of weariness in Paul 1 s voice ••• from 
all the trials and tribulations he had been through, but there was also that 
sound of victory ••• because he knew that he would receive a great reward. How did 
he know this. He knew because God had been with him every step of the wayl 
Through hardships and heartaches, Paul had always felt God standing by his 
side. His expectation of this much-deserved reward was not based on wishful 
thinking, but on his own experience. Hear his words once again, 
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11At my first defense, no one came to my support, but 
everyone deserted me. May it not be held against 
them. But the Lord stood at my side and gave me 
strength, so that through me the message might be 
fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
And I was delivered from the lion 1 s mouth11 • 

CLOSING STORY AND SUMMATION A few years ago, Norman Vincent Peale, an< 
his ll'l'ife, Ruth, were in a taxi here in thE 

city and found themselves in conversation with the driver who had a Dutch 
name which prompted Dr. Peale to ask if he was from Europe. 

"Yes" said the driver, "I'm from Rotterdam". ''Well," 
replied Dr. Peale, "I was the minister of the old Dutch 
Reformed Church here in the city for 52 years." "Oh" 
commented the driver •••• "Then you're Dr. Peale •••• I've 
been to your church but I didn't recognize you without 
your robe 11 •••• and they had a nice chat in the moments 
that followed. 

As they drove along, the driver asked him if he had the time to hear a 
story. He said, "It's about the time I met God and it shows just how good C 
is. I have great faith, sir ••• and I know that I can never get outside the c 
and love of God." And he began to share this story with Dr. and Mrs. Peale. 

"It 1'ras close to the end of World War II •••• I was a 
little boy and our country had been ravaged. The 
conquerors had been driven out, but vre were left 
absolutely destitute. We had ration stamps, but they 
weren't any good for there was no food at all ••• no 
food in the stores or the warehouses or country. Holland 
had been swept clean of foodstuffs. We were reduced to 
eating beets out of the fields. It l-ras a kind of beet 
that is dangerous to eat without long cooking. And even 
then, if you don't accompany it with other food, the 
chemical reaction will bloat and distend the stomach ••• 
people have been known to die from the chemical that they 
absorbed from an overdose." 

He continued with the story ••• 

"You know how beautiful Holland's tulips are? Well, we 
dug thew.lDulbs out of the ground and ate them. That was 
a 11 we had •••• we were desperate. Then a not.ice from our 
pastor went around, telling us that there would be a 
meeting in the church. Since we were reduced to final 
circumstances, we would have a meeting and PRAY to God, 
telling Him we were His children and asking Him to feed 
us. It was the only hope we had. That big church was 
packed ••• two thousand people were present. There was no 
sermon. We prayed for an hour or two ••• the pastor prayed. 
People prayed aloud all over the church. T.rJe sat there ••• 
herded together, praying to God"• 


