
"WHEN TITUS CCMEStt 

TEXT: "But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted 
us by the coming of Titus". 

(II Corinthians 7: 6) 

-----------

IN TROUBLE There are times in every person 1 s life when he or she stands 
desperately in need of help. And no one ever described those 

times better than Paul. In the Letter of Paul to the Corinthiahs, just before 
the line I read to you'a moment ago, he writes: 

"Our bodies had no res to •• but we were afflicted at every 
turn - fighting without and fear within." 

Paul is giving us a picture of a p:!rson who is in a state of confusion - inside 
and out. You might say he's like the person standing in the middle of Lexington 
Avenue, trying to cross against the light. Suddenly the traffic begins to bear 
down on him and as the cars and trucks and buses swerve around him he has the 
feeling that he can not cope with it. The more he feels he cannot cope, the more 
frightened he becomes and the more frightened he becomes, the less able he is to 
cope with ito 

Conflict without. Anxiety within. He needs help. Or, think of it if you 
will in this fashion. He's like the person living in an area of low pressure. 
The clouds are too close. The ceiling is hung too low. Life's more than he or 
she can handle. Help is needed. 

Paul was able to describe those times in a person's life because he had been 
through them so ofteno SometiJIBs we forget that Paul was one of the most 
turbulent characters in Christian history. He was in conflict constantly without -
with the elements, with the weather, with the sea, with the authorities, with 
some of the people in those little churches he started - always getting into 
trouble. 

And then remember, too, that he had some conflicts within. Paul suffered 
from some kind of nervous disorder which humiliated him and plagued him to the 
end of his days. To find Paul himself in such a predicament takes some of the 
fear out of our hearts and it may give us confidenceo 

And so we begin our thinking together this morning with this observation: 
there are times in every p:lrson 1 s life- your life, my life, in Paul's life- when 
we are in trouble and we need help. 

THERE IS HELP TO BE HAD Now remember this. When a person needs help there is 
alv.~ays help to be had. The person attempting to cross 

a busy avenue in this city will suaully receive help. I'm not saying mat kind of 
help. It may came in the form of some unpleasant remarks offered by _1:e.ssing 
motorists. Perhaps he or she will be more careful next time. There is always 
help to be had. 

And no one knew this better than Paul. In all of the perils of his travels, 
he had the help he needed. He was beaten, robbed, ship-wrecked, starved, stonedo 
And yet in all of those experiences he had the sustamin~ help of God that he 
needed in order to survive them - and not only survive them but transcend them in 
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• . such a way so as to be a symhol to us of the transcendent power of the human spirit. 
He found - as you may have found - there is one who never fails to c~mfort those 
who are brought lowo 

When a person needs help, there is help to be had. As a matter of fact, and 
Paul knew this better than most of us - the very time you need help the most is 
apt to be the time when you are ITDst likely to get it. 

Let me explain. A doctor cannot really help a person until the person is so 
sick that he wants help. I know from my own experience that a minister cannot 
help a person in any situation until that person gets to the point where he or 
sh~ is willing to say, "I just can't handle this by myself ••• can you help me?" 
We need to be reminded that God c annat help us in our problems ••• and with the 
troub]e s that beset us until we desparately want help and we will not always want 
it until we desparately need it ••• until the time comes when all of our defenses 
are down, our pride is gone, our false hopes and ambitions have been put to one 
side. 

AND: HELP COMES FIDivi ABOVE And perhaps we would do well to remember this 
thought, too. Help always comes from above, never 

from below. Whet I mean is something like thiso 

I believe there's often the temptation when we find ourselves in a tight 
situation to look for help dom below - take a drink perhaps, or compromise with 
our standards, have a fling, avoid reality, feel sorry for ourselves, take time 
off from the strenuous strains of life as we normally live it. Unfortunately 
this temptation is aggravated by the fact that relief so very often does come that 
way. Relief, mind you, but not real help. 

Temporary relief is relatively easy to find and it often comes the easy way. 
But real help never comes from below, but always from aboveo 

As Paul put it, "There is one who never fails to help and that one is God. 11 

Remember this, too, that you never get up by going down. If you want help, there 
is help to be had but it will come from the upper regions of your life - from the 
better part of you, from the best people you have known, from the dependable things 
you have stood for. There is help to be had. The help that makes a difference 
comes from above and not from beneath. 

FORH OF A PERSJN ttBut God, who comforts the downcast, c-:.>mforted us by the 
coming of Titus". Our text serves to remind us that the 

help that God gives often comes in the shape or the form of a person. We read, 
"But God comforted us by the coming of Titus 11 o 

Titus was a Gentile convert, probably Paul himself had converted him. He 
was not only a convert to the Christian faith, but he proceeded to be a partner 
of Paul on some of his missiona~ journeys. Titus, together with Timothy, 
traveled around the countryside of Asia Minor and parts of Greece with Paul 
helping him to set up churcheso Apparently he was one of those people with whom 
Paul had some unique and sympathetic understanding for from what we know about 
Paul, he was not an easy person to work for. Titus appreciated Paul and he did 
everything in the world that he could do for Paul and Paul's effecticn for this 
young man titus is found in these words: 
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"I went to Troas, but still I had no peace of mind because I 
had not yet seen my brother, Titus". 

In other words, Titus meant a great deal to Paul, so that when Titus came 
and met Paul after a long absence, the very fact that he was there was enough 
to begin to relieve some of the anxieties within and to resolve some of the con
flicts without. Just to talk to him. Just to see him again. Just to know he 
was there. This was good enough for him, but there was more than that for Titus 
brought with him some good newso 

THE GOOD NEWS Ap~arently Paul had worked very hard with the Corinthian 
Church and had hoped that it would be welded together into a 

strong Church. The people of Corinth were not the easiest people with whom to 
work. There were tensions, conflicts and misunderstandings. His work in Corinth 
was endangered and his own mind was tormented by restless fears. 

Being a pg.s tor myself and knowing how hard it is to build a church and how 
imnortant it is for peo~le in a church to live together and work together in the 
spirit of Christ, I know and can imagine all too well how it must have bothered 
Paul to learn of the conflicts and the tensions in the Church at Corinth. And 
with all of the impulsiveness that Paul had, he wrote them a rather sharp letter 
which he probably regretted sending as soon as it had been mailed. It was after 
this letter was sent that he sat there waiting for Titus - "conflicts 
without, anxieties within" o Had his sharp letter done more harm than good? 

And then it was that Titus came with the news that all was well with the 
Corinthian Church. It was still loyal and still affectionately disposed toward 
him. They still loved Paul. They were ready to do anything he asked. And the 
reassurance of the news that Titus brought went further to revive the spirit of 
Paul. It made a difference. Encouragement and reassurance is helpful medicine 
to the human spirit. 

But there was something even more than that. It was not only the personal 
presence of Titus, not only the news he brought, but it was something that came 
from God. That was the way Paul expressed it ••• some help that was more than could 
be comprehended by any one person, or conveyed by that person alone, something 
that was more than the g~od news he brought, some help that brought the 
waters of his own life back to their normal level. 

PEOPLE LIKE TITUS How wonderful it is when we meet people like Titus, 
people who serve as channels of God's power and love. 

When God wanted to rescue Francis Thompson, one of the great religious poets 
of this century, from the gutters ~f London and from the drug habit, he did it 
not by an angel or by some abstract idea. But rather He did it through another 
person. He did it by WHfrid Meynell who went right down into the gutters of the 
street and picked him up. 

When God wants to help you, the chances are that He will not do it through an 
idea, cerhaos not even through a prayer. He may do it through a person coming into 
your life, some person you know and feel close to, some person you respect and 
honor, some person who is able to bring down the help from above. 

WHEN GOD CHOSE TO SAVE TYE WORLD And finally we need to renember that when 
God wanted to save the world, He chose to 

do this through the channel of a human personality, and so we might well 
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· paraphrase this line from Paul's Epistle to read: 

nBut God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us 
through the C:)ming of Jesus. 11 

A God, you see, who works through the specific ••• getting hold of people ••• usj 
them as channels of His love and power ••• as ways of communication to reach pe 
and lift them up ••• a God who is willing to help us when we need help and hel;, 
in conceete forms, through the lives of other peopleo 

CLOSING And so when you feel those dark moments coming into your life -
we all have them •••• when you feel unusually low - remember Paul, 

spiritual giant ••• in something of the same position ••• "fishting without, fea 
within". 

And then remember Titus, arr1v1ng Jn the scene and in his person commun 
ting to Paul that help that comes from above. And then, perhaps, after you 
been helped by some Titus, you may want to be something of a Titus yourself 
realizing that you, too, can serve as a chmnel of God's love and power - an 
instrument of His peace. 

Thank God for the Tituses of life that you and I have known. 

PR~YER 0 Thou whose presence is everywhere and whose mercy never fails, 
graciously regard all those near and dear to us who at this time 

stand in need of help. Be thou about their p:~.th. Be thou within their 
hearts. And help us as we depart from this place to return to the affairs o. 
the world to remember that i1:ei:J> when ve need help, help always comes, and tha
real help comes fran above and tha.t you use human beings to be instruments 
of th.qt help. 

In the name and the spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 



~ TITUS CCMES" 

. TEXT: "But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted 
us by the caning of Titus". 

(II Corinthians 7: 6) 

lN TROUBLE There are times in every person 1 s life when he or she stands 
desperately in need of help. And no one ever described those 

times better than Paul. In the Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, just'before 
the line I read to you'a moment ago, he writes: 

"Our bodies had no rest ••• but we were afflicted at every 
turn - fighting without and fear wi thin.n 

Pa11l is giving us a picture of a t:erson who is in a state of confusion - inside 
and out. You might say he's like the person standing in the middle of Lexington 
Avenue, trying to cross against the light. Suddenly the traffi~ begins to bear 
down on him and as the cars and trucks and buses swerve around him he has the 
feeling that he cannot cope with it. The more he feels he cannot cope, the more 
frightened he becomes and the more frightened he becomes, the less able he is to 
cope with it. 

Conflict without. Anxiety within. He needs help. 
will in this fashion. He's like the person living in an 
The clouds are too close. The ceiling is hung too low. 
ehe can handle. Help is needed. 

Or, think of it if you 
area of low pressure. 
Life's more than he or 

Paul was able to describe those times in a person's life because· he had been 
through them so often. Sometires we forget that Paul was .one of the most 
turbulent characters in Christian history. Ee was in conflict constantly without -

.with the elements, with the weather, with the sea, with the authorities, with 
$ome of the people in those little churches he started - always getting into 
trouble. 

And then remember, too, that he had some conflicts within. Paul suffered 
from some kind of nervous disorder which humiliated him and plagued him to the 
end of his days. To find Paul himself in such a predicament takes some of the 
!e~r out of our hearts and it may give us confidence. 

And so we begin our thinking together this morning with this observation: 
there are times in every person's life -your life, my life, in Paul's life -when 
we Pre in trouble and we need help. 

'l'»ERE IS HELP TO BE HAD Now remember this. When a person needs help there is 
ah:ays help to be had. The person attempting to cross 

a. busy avenue in this city will suaully receive help. I'm not saying mat kind of 
help. It may ccme in the form of some unpleasant remarks offered ty passing 
motorists. Perhaps he or she will be more careful next time. There is always 
help to be had. 

And no one knew this better than Paul. ·<, LQ.. all of the perils of his travels, 
. he had the help he needed. He was beaten~. rpbbed, ship-wrecked, starved, stoned. 
And yet in all of those· experiences he had the sustainin~ help of God that he 
needed in order to survive them - and not only survive them but transcend them in · 



- 2 -

• . such a way so as to be a symbol to us of the transcendent pGTer of the human spirit. 
He found - as you may have found - there is one who never fails to c~mfort those 
who are brought lowe 

When a person needs help, there is help to be had. As a matter of fact, and 
Paul knew this better than most of us - the very time you need help the most is 
apt to be the time when you are IIDst likely to get it. 

Let me explain. A doctor cannot really help a person until the person is so 
sick that he wants help. I know from my own experience that a minister cannot 
he~p a person in any situation until that person gets to the point where he or 
she is willing to say, "I just can't handle this by myself ••• can you help me?" 
We need to be reminded that God c armot helo us in our problems ••• and with the 
troubles that beset us until we desparately want help and we 'iVill not always want 
it until we desparately need it ... until the time comes when all of our defenses 
are down, our pride is gone, our false hopes and ambitions have been put to one 
side. 

AND: HELP COMES FIDH AROVE And perhaps we would do well to remember this 
thought, too. Help always comes from above, never 

from below. Whet I mean is sor.Iething like this. 

I believe there's often the temptation when we find ourselves in a tight 
situation to look for help down below - take a drink perhaps, or compromise with 
our standards, have a fling, avoid reality, feel sorry for ourselves, take time 
off from the strenuous strains of life as we normally live it. Unfortunately 
this temptation is aggravated by the fact that relief so ver.y often does come that 
way. Relief, mind you, but net real help. ; 

Temporary relief is relatively easy to find and it often comes the easy way. 
But real help never comes from below, but always fram above. 

As Paul put it, "There is one who never fails to help and that one is God." 
Remember this, too, that you never get up by going down. If you want help, there 
is help to be had but it will come from the upper regions of your life - from the 
better part of you, from the best people you have known, from the dependable things 
you have stood for. There is help to be had. The help that makes a difference 
comes from above and not from beneath. 

FORH OF A PERs::>N "But God, who comforts the downcast, C'Jmforted us by the 
coming of Titus". Our text serves to remind us that the 

help that God gives often comes in the shape or the form of a person. We read, 
"But God comforted us by the coming of Titus". 

Titus was a Gentile convert, probably Paul himself had converted him. He 
was not only a convert to the Christian faith, but he proceeded to be a partner 
of Paul on some of his missionary journeys. Titus, together with Timothy, 
traveled around the countryside of Asia Minor and parts of Greece with Paul 
helping him to set up churches. Apparently he was one of those people with whom 
Paul had some Unique and sympathetic understanding for from what Re know about 
Paul, he was oot an easy pe_rson to work for. Titus appreciated Paul and he did 
everything in the world that he could do for Paul and Paul's effecticn for this 
young man titus is found in these words: 
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"I went to !roas, but still I had no peace of mind because I 
had not yet seen ITzy" br'Jthef, Titus". 

In other words, Titus meant a great deal to Paul, so that when Titus came 
and met Paul after a long absence, the very fact that he wa.S there was enough 
to begin to relieve some of the anxieties within and to resolve some of the con
f1icts without. Just to talk to him. Just to see him again. Just to know he 
was there. This was good enough for him, but there was more than that for Titus 
brought with him some good news. 

THE GOOD NEWS Apparently Paul had worked very hard with the Corinthian 
Church and had hoped that it would be welded together into a 

sti,.ong Church. The people of Corinth were not the easiest people with rmom to 
wrk. There were tensions, conflicts and misunderstandings. His work in Corinth 
was endangered and his own mind was tormented by restless fears. 

Being a ras tor myself and knowing how hard it is to wild a church and how 
imnortant it is for people in a church to live together and work together in the 
spirit of Christ, I know and can imagine all too well how it must have bothered 
Paul to learn of the conflicts and the tensions in the Church at Corinth. And 
with all of the impulsiveness that Paul had, he wrote them a rather sharp letter 
which he probably regretted sending as soon as it had been mailed. It was after 
this letter was sent that he sat there waiting for Titus - "conflicts 
without, anxieties within". Had his sharp letter done more hann than good? 

And then it was that Titus came with the news that all was well with the 
Corinthian Church. It was still loyal and still affectionate~ disposed towarq 
him. They still loved Paul. They were ready to do anything he asked. And the 
reassurance of the news that Titus brought went further to revive the spirit of 
Paul. It made a difference. Encouragement and reassurance is helpful medicine 
to the human spirit. 

But there was sometrdng even more than that. It was not only the personal 
presence of Titus, not only the news he brought, but it was something that came 
from God. That was tile way Paul expressed it ••• some help that was more than could 
be comprehended by any one person, or conveyed by that person alone, something 
that was more than the g)od news he brought, some help that br~ght the 
waters of his own life back to their normal level. 

PIDPLF. LIKE TITUS How wonderful it is when we meet people like Titus, 
people who serve as channels of God's power and love. 

When God wanted to rescue Francis Thompson, one of the gre2.t religious poets 
of this century, from the gutters :>f London and from the dru:; habit, he did it 
not by an angel or by some abstract idea. But rather He did it through another 
person. He did it by WUfrid Meynell who went right down into the gutters of the 
street and picked him up. 

When God wants to help you, the chances are that He will not do it through an 
idea, r::erhaos not even through a prayer. He may do it through a person coming into 
your life, S'Jme ~rson you know and feel close to, some person you respect and 
honor, some person who is able to bring down the help from above. 

WHEN G·)D CHOSE. TO .3AVE T4E WORLD And finally we need to remember that when 
God wanted to save the world, He chose to 

do this through the channel of a human pers0nality, and so we J'llight well 
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· paraphrase this line from Paul 1 s Epistle to read: 

"But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us 
through the C'Jming of Jesus. 11 

A God, you see, who works through the specific ••• getting hold of people ••• using 
them as channels of His love and power ••• as ways of communication to reach people 
and lift them uo ••• a God who is willing to help us when we need help and helos us 
in conceete fo~s, through the lives of other people. 

CLOSING And so when you feel those dark moments coming into your life - and 
we all have them •••• when you feel unusually low - remember Paul, the 

spiritual giant .... in something of the same position ••• "fic;hting without, fears 
within". 

And then remember Titus, arr~v1ng Jn the scene and in his person communica
ting to Paul that help that comes from above. P~d then, perhaps, after you have 
been helped by some Titus, you may want to be something of a Titus yourself 
realizing that you, too, can serve as a chmnel of God's love end power - an 
instrument of His peace. 

Thank God for the Tituses of life that you and I have known. 

PRAYER 0 Thou whose presence is everywhere and whose mercy never fails, 
graciously regard all those near and dear to us who at this time 

stand in need of help. Be thou about their re.th. Be thou within their 
hearts. And help us as we depart from this place to return to the affairs of 
the world to remember that .irm±p when ve need help, help always comes, and that 
real help comes frCITl above. and that you use human beings to be instruments 
of th:.it helo. 

In the name and the spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 

.. .. 

I - ~. . ... 



''WHEN TITUS Cct-1EStt 

TEXT: llBut God, who comforts the downcast, comforted 
us by the coming of Titusn. 

(II Corinthians 7: 6) 

IN TROUBLE There are times in every person's life when he or she stands 
desperately in need of help. And no one ever described those 

times better than Paul. In the Letter of Paul to the Corinthians, just before 
the line I read to you a moment ago, he writes: 

ttQur bodies had no rest ••• but we were afflicted at every 
turn - fighting without and fear wi thin.n 

Paul is giving us a picture of a p3rson who is in a state of confusion - inside 
and out. You might say he's like the person standing in the middle of Lexington 
Avenue, trying to cross against the light. Suddenly the traffic begins to bear 
do'Wl'l on him and as the cars and trucks and buses swerve around him he has the 
feeling that he cannot cope with it. The more he feels he cannot cope, the more 
frightened he becomes and the more frightened he becomes, the less able he is to 
cope with it. 

Conflict without. Anxiety within. He needs help. Or, think of it if you 
will in this fashion. He's like the person living in an area of low pressure. 
The clouds are too close. The ceiling is hung too low. Life's more than he or 
she can handle. Help is needed. 

Paul was able to describe those times in a person 1 s life because he had been 
through them so often. Sometirres we forget that Paul was one of the most 
turbulent characters in Christian history. He was in conflict constantly without -
with the elements, with the weather, with the sea, with the authorities, with 
some of the people in those little churches he started - always getting into 
trouble. 

And then remember, too, that he had some conflicts within. Paul suffered 
from some kind of nervous disorder which humiliated him and plagued him to the 
end of his days. To find Paul himself in such a predicament takes some of the 
fear out of our hearts and it may give us confidence. 

And so we begin our thihking together this morning with this observation: 
there are times in every person 1 s life - your life, my life, in Paults life - when 
we are in trouble and we need help. 

THERE IS HELP TO BE HAD Now remember this. When a person needs help there is 
always help to be had. The person attempting to cross 

a busy avenue in this city will suaully receive help. I'm not saying vtlat kind of 
help. It may come in the form of some unpleasant remarks offered by passing 
motorists. Perhaps he or she will be more careful next time. There is always 
help to be had. 

And no one knew this better than Paul. In all of the perils of his travels, 
he had the help he needed. He was beaten, robbed, ship-wrecked, starved, stoned. 
And yet in all of those experiences he had the susta:inin~ help of God that he 
needed in order to survive~them- and not only survive them but transcend them in 
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such a way so as to be a symbol to us of the transcendent power of the human spirit. 
He found - as you may have found - there is one who never fails to comfort those 
who are brought low. 

When a person needs help, there is help to be had. As a matter of fact, and 
Paul knew this better than most of us - the very time you need help the most is 
apt to be the time when you are most likely to get it. 

Let me explain. A doctor cannot really help a person until the person is so 
sick that he wants help. I know from my own experience that a minister cannot 
help a person in any situation until that person gets to the point where he or 
she is willing to say, "I just can't handle this by nwself ••• can you help me?" 
We need to be reminded that God c annat help us in our problems ••• and with the 
trouble s that beset us unti 1 we desparately want help and we will not a 1w ays want 
it until we desparately need it ••• until the time comes when all of our defenses 
are down, our pride is gone, our false hopes and ambitions have been put to one 
side. 

AND: HELP COMES FIDM ABOVE And perhaps we would do well to remember this 
thought, too. Help always comes from above, never 

from below. What I mean is something like this. · 

I believe there's often the temptation when we find ourselves in a tight 
situation to look for help down below - take a drink perhaps, or compromise with 
our standards, have a fling, avoid reality, feel sorry for ourselves, take time 
off from the strenuous strains of life as we normally live it. Unfortunately 
this temptation is aggravated by the fact that relief so very often does come that 
way. Relief, mind you, but not real help. 

Temporary relief is relatively easy to find and it often comes the easy way. 
But real ·help never comes from below, but always from above. 

As Paul put it, "There is one who never fails to help and that one is God.u 
Remember this, too, that you never get up by going down. If you want help, there 
is help to be had but it will come from the upper regions of your life - from the 
better part of you, from the best people you have known, from the dependable things 
you have stood for. There is help to be had. The help that makes a difference 
comes from above and not from beneath. 

FORM OF A PERSON "But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the 
coming of Titus11 • Our text serves to remind us that the 

help that God gives often comes in the shape or the form of a person. We read, 
"But God comforted us by the coming of Ti tusn. 

Titus was a Gentile convert, probably Paul himself had converted him. He 
was not only a convert to the Christian faith, but he proceeded to be a partner 
of Paul on some of his missiona~ journeys. Titus, together with Timothy, 
traveled around the countryside of Asia Minor and parts of Greece with Paul 
helping him to set up churches. Apparently he was one of those people with whom 
Paul had some unique and sympathetic understanding for from what we know about 
Paul, he was not an easy person to work for. Titus appreciated Paul and he did 
everything in the world that he could do for Paul and Paul 1 s effection for this 
young man titus is found in these words: 
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"I went to Troas, but still I had no peace of mind because I 
had not yet seen my brother, Titus". 

In other words, Titus meant a great deal to Paul, so that when Titus came 
and met Paul after a long absence, the very fact that he was there was enough 
to begin to relieve some of the anxieties within and to resolve some of the con
flicts without. Just to talk to him. Just to see him again. Just to know he 
was there. This was good enough for him, but there was more than that for Titus 
brought with him some good nev:s. 

THE GOOD NEWS Apprarently Paul had worked very hard with the Corinthian 
Church and had hoped that it would be welded together into a 

strong Church. The people of Corinth were not the easiest people with whom to 
work. There were tensions, conflicts and misunderstandings. His work in Corinth 
was endangered and his own mind was tormented by restless fears. 

Being a p:~.stor myself and knowing how hard it is to build a church and how 
important it is for people in a church to live together and work together in the 
spirit of Christ, I know and can imagine all too well how it must have bothered 
Paul to learn of the conflicts and the tensions in the Church at Corinth. And 
with all of the impulsiveness that Paul had, he wrote them a rather sharp letter 
which he probably regretted sending as soon as it had been mailed. It was after 
this letter was sent that he sat there waiting for Titus - ttconflicts 
without, anxieties within". Had his sharp letter done more harm than good? 

And then it was that Titus came with the news that all was well with the 
Corinthian Church. It was still loyal and still affectionately disposed toward 
him. They still loved Paul. They were ready to do anything he asked. And the 
reassurance of the news that Titus brought went further to revive the spirit of 
Paul. It made a difference. Encouragement and reassurance is helpful medicine 
to the human spirit. 

But there was something even more than that. It was not only the personal 
presence of Titus, not only the news he brought, but it was something that came 
from God. That was the way Paul expressed it ••• some help that was more than could 
be comprehended by any one person, or conveyed by that person alone, something 
that was more than the good news he brought, some help that brought the 
waters of his own life back to their normal level. 

PEOPLE LIKE TITUS How wonderful it is when we meet people like Titus, 
people 1-fuo serve as channels of God 1 s power and love. 

When God wanted to rescue Francis Thompson, one of the great religious poets 
of this century, from the gutters of London and from the drug habit, he did it 
not by an angel or by some abstract idea. But rather He did it through another 
person. He did it by Wj_lfrid Meynell who went right down into the gutters of the 
street and picked him up. 

When God wants to help you, the chances are that He will not do it through an 
idea, p:Jrhaps not even through a prayer. He may do it through a person coming into 
your life, some person you know and feel close to, same person you respect and 
honor, some person who is able to bring down the help from above. 

WHEN GOD CHOSE TO SAVE THE WORIJ) And finally we need to remember that when 
God wanted to save the world, He chose to 

do this through the channel of a human personality, and so we might well 
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paraphrase tQis line from Paul's Epistle to read: 

"But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us 
through the coming of Jesus. 11 

A God you see, who works through the specific ••• getting hold of people ••• using 
them ~s channels of His love and power ••• as ways of communication to reach people 
and lift them up ••• a God who is willing to help us when we need help and helps us 
in conceete forms, through the lives of other people. 

CLOSING And so when you feel those dark moments coming into your life - and 
we all have them •••• when you feel unusually low- remember Paul, the 

spiritual giant ••• in something of the same position ••• rtfighting without, fears 
within". 

And then remember Titus, arr~vmg on the scene and in his ~rson communica
ting to Paul that help that cmmes from above. And then, ~rhaps, after you have 
been helped by some Titus, you may want to be something of a Titus yourself 
realizing that you, too, can serve as a chcnnel of God's love and power - an 
instrument of His peace. 

Thank God for the Tituses of life that you and I have kno'Wil. 

PRAYER 0 Thou whose presence is everywhere and whose mercy never fails, 
graciously regard all those near and dear to us who at this time 

stand in need of help. Be thou about their p3.th. Be thou within their 
hearts. And help us as we depart from this place to return to the affairs of 
the world to remember that ~ when ve need help, help always comes, and that 
real help comes from above and that you use human beings to be instruments 
of that help. 

In the name and the spirit of Christ, we pray. Amen 



INTRbnucrioN The week of toil has ended. The day of rest is 
. at hand. May the rest and the quiet of this hour 

of worship refresh our inner life. ~1ay it renew in all of us a 
sense of God's holy and abiding Presence. 

In silence, let each now pray as the heart may prompt. 

. • ~ . ~ '·. ~. '· i • " \ • ..... • ,. • . . ... . "1; • 1-'• •• •• • . • .. :•· .. 

i•Come unto Me;'8;U ye that iabor and are lie'a:Vy .. 
laden, and I will gtve ~ou 'res·t~ ·' Take Mi. ;Ybke · 

, up()n yo~ and learJJ. . of Me, . for My yoke is easy , 
''and My· burden· is lightl" .. ,, .. '· ' ' . ' 
. . . ,t • . 

"Bless the Lord;· 0 rriy soul,· and forget not all His 
benefit~: who J.'oi-giveth all thine iniquities; who 
healeth all thy disea~es; who r_edeemeth. yhy_life . 
from destrU:6tion.'i · · · ::. '· '· · l • • - · 

. . -:c. 

"Wait on the Lord. Be of good courage and He 
shall strengthen thine heart." 

• : . ! ' 1 • • • ,~ ' 

"They; that .. t-rait· upon the :Lord shall renew their 
.... strength~ They shall mount' up with wings as 
· · . eagles; they. shall run and not be weary. And 

they shall walk a nd not faint-" 
• .~ .. ~ 1 • • •, 'C r · : •"1 • ,.. "' 

• , . ,., • ~ ·t f· ,.. ~ 1 · · ~ • 

· "For :I, was hungry , ~nd you gave me .'food; I was 'th ir'sty, 
. and you gave .me drink; I was· a stranger arid you'wel-
. com~d .me. I was na ked and you. clothed me. As you 

did: it to" one of i.he''ieast·.ot'these; my brethren, 
. rbu did' it unto.~~·" . . . . 

"Ask, and it will be given you• Seek, .and you 
~¥ill fi~d:· .· Knoc~; and tt}:itill be opened to you". 

'• :,J • .. , ' .., ' .f t I ~ ' 

"And all things·:~·~wh~tsoever· you shall ask in 
prayer, believing~ ••• you shall receive. And as 

·· · mani ~~·:_tbu~hed1·;~.im~ wer~;.~~~e whole." · 

PRAYERS / LORD'S PRAYER · 0 Thou, who hea.rest prayer, hear our 
:~raye~s for others, as well as for our
selves. 

Touch with healing, 0 God, those whom we mention in our 
prayers this hour: 

Helen Wier. Ber,yl Wilks 

( over ) 



.... ., ... ~·t···-- .. :l ~., 

., 
,;; 

11:~·7 •.• .-.~ !'· -· 1 'li ...... " . .. . . . ~ . ··:;~~:~~~~·-:-.:~·::--?r:~c;:~·.:· ··~-~: ··_·· .. # •• -:r~-;:.~ 
!-- ,. 

,.-;;·-· ... ':' 

.• ; .... · · .. J_;) ._ ••.• : • ~ : 't.. . ·,~ 

'·• • I -~ .•' ~ .. , .~-: > :· 

. ; •• '. ~ .. --t 

~- ;.,: 

...... ,, .. .. 

''· 

•-,; 

: .-. ., . , ·,1 . ~ J ·. r~ . ·: • •... 

., • '!, 

:~ 

. ; . ~ . ,.• 

~ . ;' 

. ..... 
. -. ' . 
• '· "'. i ... ~ ~: • 

·· .. '• .... ;.. '· 

... - ., 
.; .· -~ .. ~· 

, .. 
'·· 

·:· ....... 
;, 

~ ;. :. '. : 

• .~-·~ .• cher~~~~~t.ITl~~~~~:'.apd fri~~q~ -?t-o~ _parish •. 
·\· .· . .. . ...... 

Comfort t}?.e ~r~~y~~ . an~ -th~ broken-he~r~d ·. am~~g. us. Abide 
among·,· u~ '_~s· ·~ heal.fiig)e~ediction~ .· . l : .• :.• . . . . ·. ; 

' : ~- · .. : ~ • 4'... • ' • ·-··.· :; • ' I. . • " '; • • .... " •. -

In' ths , ~ ·:"ot. j ~s~s eti~i~;t i .I.: share ·.w·i~h:• yoit· ·t,h~;. Good News: 
• ? • ' • • ~"I " ; • .._ . ., . ,_' •'. r ' ' 

·; ';; . .. [': ~\ . . . .. . 

·' 

r '. . . ., . . .... f",, ..... r' ..• '.· :. • 

·trlill' you''all pray· witli me for:. ~~o·se' ~e):d_ ·h9~~age in Iran •••• that they may 
be strengthened and XHli[ID(ed to live wi tb renewed uncertainty. 

I • 1' ~ ,.,. • .. '' • ~'";• ~ 

ora:iit 'th~~ courage and hope~:> 
Make them. r~ceptive . to .. the.:. :• 

toucn_:of the Holy Spfrit~, , . 
.• . ... ':,:,1 ,_ • 

. . . ··,. 
. • • ... . • : !. t .: ~ ·~. ~ t . • .• ·:~ ' ) " . ; : -:·. 

·•· ~ .. : •.. ..... r, ,.·. ~-r~~·· , .. ·· 
Answer the unspoKen" 'prayers' offered' to thee 'on' ~pe altars of OUr 

.. hearts, spoken~in the name and spirit.o£ Jesua'w~o taught us to 
say wheri-we pray·:. ·. ~·.· · ·, _- ... . . · . ··· ~ 

" . ···: 

. ' . . . . . ~. ~ ' ~ 

'. ;, 

ttoui:- Father, who a.'rt 'in ·heaven.· ' -H~ll~~ed be tbr 
.. ~ n~e'. Thy kingdom come. .Thy wi.ll. be done; . • 'f , .. ., 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
i . ... ..... : '. ' . ... ...... . <":\•. • ~ .; - ·- : ... •· ••. 

.. ·Give ll;S. thi~ day -ou:r ·daily br-ead~ And,. forgive 
. us our trespasse's~. 'as we forgive" those who 

. ; .- .,tre~a,s_s -~ainst. us. · : · · ·~ 
• ,, : .i_,.~ < '• • ~ • • • r 

'Artd tea:a: i(s. n~t. izii·o_ .ten¥tation,· but .deliver us 
.. · .. 'rrom''evi1, for'' thine is' the kingdom, and_ 

the power and the glory; forever. Amen." 
. t: ..... if ..... 

~ . :· . <:~-~ 
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ANNOUNCEMENI'S: June 291 l980' 

GREETING We greet the visitors in the congregation this morning •••• 
delighted and pleased to have you with us today. And we hope 

the opportunity Yrl.ll be ours to gr~e'tyio,U personally following the serrtce, 
either at the door or downstairs in the~ussell Room where punch and cookies 
wi 11 be avai 1.a ble o 

Please be tree in the sharing of your name with us. ·Take a moment, 
if you will, to sign one of the WE:WOME VISITOR cards in the rewa, or one of 
the Guest Books in the narthex. Join us on other Sundays in our worship 
and fellowship. 

You "WOrship in a Church that has been ministering to the needs of 
others .. in the name of Christ • since 1837. It is in His na.I!B {..;·in the 
name of Chtist .. that we bid you welcome this. morning. 

CONCERNS Please not the word in the bulletin ab~ut the meeting of the~ 
tutors involved in the ENGI.J:SH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE program •• _. 

tcrlay, during the coffee hour in the choir room. 

Also, note the announcem~t concerning .tqe neeting of the Education 
Committee on Monday evening fr(]Jl six to ten - 4th fl~or lounge. This 
planning session is very important to the Sunday School program of the Fall 
and W:1nter and we hore that the teachers and conunittee members will make an 
effort to be present. 

MUSIC We welcome Michael D. Reed to the organ console for the next 
tw;, months in the abserce of Lyndon Woodside. We also welcome Edith 

Vannerette Nieratka as our solosit this morning and have been looking forward 
for a long time to hearing Edith s:1ng. Thank you for the generous sharing 
of yoo.r voice with us today in the warship service. 

JESUS SAID "It i.s :rrpre blessed to give than to receive". In this· spirit 
let us worship God with our morning offering. 


