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Philip A. C. Clarke

Park Avenue United Methodist Church
106 East 86th Street
New York, New York 10028
May 8, 1994

"WHERE GOD CAN BE SEEN"
INTRODUCTION

It was almost Mother's Day and Mavis still hadn't found a
card to send to her mother. And she was having a hard
time finding just the right card because she and her mother had never real.lJr
enjoyed a close relationship.
She happened to share her dlleJID'II& with a friend at work and her friend
told her that it was only natural to have mixed feelings about people we're
close to. We have such high expectations of our mothers that they're bound
to let us down sometimes. Mavis sort of "snorted" at that. From her point
of view, her mother let her down all the time. Her friend, Jenna, saw that
Mavis needed some "wiser counsel" and so she .said to her,
"You know •••whenever. I'm having a problem, I ask God
for help ••• and it does help •••try praying aboot it."
And so that's what Mavis did. She offered up a little prayer to God to
show her the card ••• the right card ••• to send to her mother. Let me tell you
what happened. When she returned to the store, she discovered that there were
only about 20 cards left and so she picked up a card with great anticipation.
She wondered momentari~ if God had led her to the right card. She read the
gold print on the cover of the card in her hand:• It said,
"To.my DAUGHTER •••• ON MOTHER'S DAY." Well, Mavis
thought, "That's not right •••• I'm looking for a
card for~ mother ••• not my daughter."
But then she pictured her mother standing at the card rack trying to find
a card to send to her. And she remembered all the birthday cards her mother
had sent her and given to her across the years that said, "To my WONDERFUL
DAUGHTER". Surely she wasn't as wonderful as those cards had suggested. And
slowly the thought dawned on Mavis. She had asked God to direct her to the
right card and maybe He had ••• after all! Maybe God was saying something to her
Mavis put the first card back and then found a blank card with a picture
of some flowers on the front •. And inside she wrote a simple message from her
heart,
"To my mother on Mother's Day. Thank you for being yout
With love from your (imperfect) daughter."
DEVELOPl.fENT

Jesus told His followers,
"As the Father has loved Me, so I
have loved you. Abide in My love".

And what better words could we read on Mother's Day? I believe that the words
of Jesus are the model for us all - mothers and fathers and grandmothers and
grandfathers, as well as children and siblings and triends. Because God loves
us, we love one another. Because He forgives us, we t~gi'Ve" one another. At
the center of the Gospel is the "self-giving" love of God.
"As the Father has loved ~fe, so I have
loved you. Abide in My" love."
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A LINK BETWEEN LOVE AND HAPPINESS
happiness.

You 1 11 notice from our text that there
is an ob,, ions link between love and

Jesus says to His disciples,
"These things have I spoken unto you, that MY
joy might remain in you and that your joy
might be complete".
(John 15: 11)

Love is essential to joy.
Charlie Brown and Lucy are discussing the meaning of existence in a Peanuts
cartoon.
"Why do you think we're put here on earth, Charlie Brown?"

Lucy asks.

"To make others happy" replies Charlie Brown.

Lucy is not pleased with this answer and says, "I don't
think I'm making anyone very happy ••• of course, nobody's
making ME very happy either •••• " lccy then becomes quite
indignant and roars~ "Somebody' a not doing his job".
E. Stanley Jones, in his book, Growing Spirituallz, tells about a man who
lived out a fantasy life. All he had to do was think of something and "poof" it would happen• So this man sticks his hands into his pockets, leans back
and imagines a· mansion and "poof" - he suddenly has a 15 bedroom manslon- with 3
stories and servants all over the place to wait on him. 'Course, a place like
that ought to have a few cars and so again be closes his eyes and ~gines the
driveway full of the finest wheels money can buy and "poof" - several of the
best vehicles in the world instantly appear. He's free to drive them himself
or sit back and have a chauffeur drive him 'round town.
Upon returning from his ride 'round town, he's hungr.y and wishes for a
sumptuous meal and "poof'" - there it is in front of him with all the trimmings a great meal. He eats alone ••• nobody is there to share it with htm. And it's
about then that he begins to realize there is something more that he needs
in order to find happiness. He begins to get bored and is so unchallenged
with his life that he tells one of his attendants,
"I'd like to get out of this. I want to create some
things on my own again. I'd rather be in HELL than
be here" To which the servant quietly replies 1 "And
Sir •••where do you think you are?"
So what does it take to be happy? I can't give you a precise answer because
it will vary according to our individual needs, but I can tell you this that,
No one can truly be happY' who is not in a proper relationship with God and with other people. It's so
:hard to really be happy when you live only for yourselfl"

11

Hemingway desperately wanted to be happy, but he wanted to do it on his
After reading Hemingway 1 s first book of stories, D. H. Lawrence is
reported to have said that their moral could be characterized like this,
own terD1s.

"Avoid one thing only:

getting connected up (to anyone)"

---

---~~~~~-~
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Scott Donaldson, in a study of Ernest Hemingway, says that that was really his
philosophy. Hemingway once f.ired a baby sitter because his sons were starting
to care for her too much. Hemingway said that you could only love a person so
much, but then you had to stop or you'd get hurt.
And C. s. Lewis had pretty much the same attitude until he gave his heart
to his beloved, Joy. Some of you I know saw their story in the movie, Shadow!ands. Lewis would later write 1
• ,

"To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and
your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken.
If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must
give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap
it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries ••••
avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or
coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket - safe,
dark, motionless, airless - it will change. It will not
be .broken. It will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable ••• the only place outside Heaven where you can
be perfectly safe from. all the dangers of love ••• is HELL."

In his own eloquent way, C. S. Lewis is saying to us that where there is
not love, there is no happiness. Jesus said to His disciples, "These things
have I spoken unto you ••• that your joy might be complete."
LOVE REQUIRES SACRIFICE

But Jesus had another point to make about love
and that is that love requires sacrifice. He

explained it like this,
"No one has greater love than this: to
lay down one's life for one's friends".
I was touched by the story of Princess Alice which I came across recently
which I pass on to you. Alice was the second daughter of Queen Victoria, and
she had a four-year old son whom she loved very much. And when he contracted
the disease known as "black diphtheria", Alice was devasted. The disease was
deadly and highly contagious. Not being in the best of health herself, the
nurses continually warned Princess Alice to keep her dfatance ••• to stay away
from her son. Naturally this would be very difficult for any mother. Still,
Alice knew she would be in danger if she ignored the warning.
One day, as Princess Alice stood 1n a far corner of her son's room, she
heard him whisper, "Why doesn't 11\Y mother kiss me anymore?" That was more than
Alice could bear. As the ·tears streamed down her cheeks, she raced over to her
son's bed, held him in her arms and smothered him with kisses, thus reassuring
him of her love. Tragically, this turned out to be the "kiss of death". For
Princess Alice contracted the deadly disease of diphtheria and in a matter of
weeks both mother and son were buried.

did.

All of us who are parents can understand why Princess Alice did what she
When you truly love - no sacrifice is too great1

Throughout history, the one driving force that has moved humanity forward
inch by inch has been the willingness of parents to make almost any sacrifice

- 4to insure that their children would have a better life. But today, something
of a dramatic change seems to be taking place. Recent studies show that a
sizeable portion of parents put their happiness before that of their children.
And thus you have mothers on drugs who ignore their little ones. You have
fathers who go off in search of their own dreams, leaving their families to
fend for themselves.
As followers of Christ, how can we then ignore the model
provides for us. "God so loved the world that He gave ••••• 11
is no giving, there is no love. It's true within the family,
friends, true within society. A society in which everyone is
NUMBER ONE is a society that is edging toward serious trouble

that the Gospel
And where there
true between
looking out for
and breakdown.

LOVE IS THE ESSENCE OF OUR FAITH

of our faith.

And then as the final point, remember
always that love is the very essence
Jesus tells us in verse seventeen of our text,

"These things I command you, that you love one another."
And Paul would later pen those lines, "Though I have
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have
not love •••• I am nothing 11 •
And that pretty well sums up the matter. If we cannot love, our faith is a bit
of a sham. It just doesn't ring true. It becomes a "tinkling cymbal".
It was a Saturday morning and Deborah was on her way to her office downtown when she saw a crowd of people surrounding a police officer who was
lying wounded on the street. She stood and watched as the ambulance took
him away. Someone told her what had happened. He had been shot by a street
person. And later that day when the police officer died she was terribly
upset. Her anger grew into .hatred and she soon found in the weeks that
foll~d that she couldn't look at a street person without blaming that person
for the young police officer's death.
As a Christian, Deborah re~ognized that she would somehow have to
reconcile __her~a.nger ari<bwotktt.1\r.o~h :this:probl!tm• She felt that the best way
would be to work for the people t'or=:wbom she felt this anger. She volunteered
her time to work at a soup kitchen at a downtown church and in the weeks and
months that followed she served hot meals to people who had no homes, no food.
She wrote of this experience, sayingt
"As I looked into the grateful eyes of the hungry recipients, my anger slowly melted and I came to realize
that each of these persons is a beloved child of God
just as much as I am •••• "
When she loved them "unconditionally" - as Jesus does - her anger disappeared.
Love is the very essence of our Christian faith. And if we are not able
to love, then there is something very superficial about our faith. We began
this sermon with a story of a young woman searching for a Mother's Day card
for her very "imperfect" mother. And in so doing, she was reminded that she
was also an "imperfect" daughter. Sometimes the most difficult people to
forgive are those closest to us. But then - there~.is Christ ••• hanging on the

'

.

- 5cross. Who did He die for? He died for the "imperfect" people of the world.
That includes people like ourselves - you and me. And how tragic if we can•
not forgive and accept those who love us, even as Christ has forgiven and
accepted us.
CLOSING

As you prepare now
love and happiness
We must be willing to sacrifice
love does not come easy in this
central commandment that Christ
who would be His disciples.

PRAYER

to depart, go "in peace" ••• remembering that
are insep~r(l.l;>~. That love requires sacrifice.
in order to be happy. And remember, too, that
imperfect world of our ours, but love is the
gives to those who would walk in His way and

Our prayer in these moments is something of a silent searching
of ourselves. Make us sensitive to Your nearness and Your

presence. Wrestle with us in the shadowy corners of our lives ••••where
selfishness and meanness lurk. Bring us out into the sunshine of Your leYe
and your joy. Remembering Jesus, we would this in His name. Amen.
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VISITORS:

Sunday, April 24, 1993
Weather:

Bright and sunJV.

Attendance:

Good daT 1

165 adults and 20 children and infants.

Total:

185

COMPARISON FIGURES FOR SAME LAST SUNDAY OF APRIL
1993:
1992:
1991:
1990:
1989:
1988:
1987:
1986:

1.

IT

250
167
177
165
154
191
176
176

1985:
1984:
1983:
1982:
1981:
1980:
1979:
1978:

Mr. Gary G. Friedrich:

170
182
185
177
166
200
184
161

1977:
1976:
1975:
1974:
1973:
1972:
1971:
1970:

165
158
126
128
l17
139
129
118

250 East 87th Street, 6 B
10128
Telephone: Unpublished Number
New York, New York

Pink card. Letter. Signed a visitor card.
PC. No other information.
2.

IT

Mr. and Mrs. ~ (and Laura) Veatch:

'\

.)

Greeted at door by

2~-15 Foothill Avenue, A-bh
Hollis, New York 11423
Telephone: 718 479 -3629

Pink card. Letter. Signed a visitor card. Coffee hour. In
their late fifties. Looking around for a Methodist Church home
in the area that is alive and doing something. Seemed interested
in PAUMC. PC thinks theY' will be back. He will call them.
3.

C11'

Ms. Edie Branchz
-

335 Columbia
Higgins le.ke, Michigan 48627

Out of town letter to this visitor who introduced herself to PC
at door, saying that the sermon on vine and branches was perfect
for her! Higgins Lake Baptist Church.
4.

IT

Mr. Rick Mudrinish: · 402 East 8Jrd Street, 3D
New York, New York 10028
Telephone:
Nothing listed
Pink card. Letter. Second visit. I think the spelling of his
last name is OK ••• from his A~ril lOth visit. Got address on Sundaf'.

( over )
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BACK AGAIN LIST / GREETED BY PC:, AT DO<E:
1. Pamela Heroes
2. Rosie McClellan
3. Faith and Joseph Rossello
4 • Linda Howey
5. Pat and Eve~ Bowen and daughter, Bianca
6. Dorothy and Char lea Scardino
7. Ann Pear 1 Gary

8.
9.
10.
llo
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Evelyn Thaier

Yolanda Souza
Olga Bromfield
Kurt Andrews
Tom and Margaret 0 1 Hara
Dana and Chris WorkMan
Willi8Jil Bonwitt
Joyce Thomas
Lillie Rkein
Rick Mudrinish: 402 East 83rd Street,
Pamela and Michae 1 Kipniss
Alex Simon
Iris Cotton
Stan Solomon
Paul Bohsung
Georg and Melanie Bruner
Oriental lady from 1035 Park Avenue.
Sonia Ortiz

3D, NYC, NY 10028

The Golden Cross Offering gathers funds for United
Methodist facilities affiliated with the New York
Conference.
Most of these facilities provide services to the elderly,
including 24-hour skilled nursing care and, in some
cases, retirement housing. Also included is an
organization which serves children and one which treats
drug addicts. The services of each facility are described
on the following pages.
What is skilled nursing care?
It is health care, 24 hours per day, for patients who live
at the facility. The care includes medical treatments
(dressing changes, intravenous and respiratory therapy,
medications), physical therapy, personal care (bathing,
dressing, feeding), and recreational activities.
How are the funds used?
Donations help cover the difference between
government payments and actual cost of services
provided, enabling these Methodist facilities to maintain
a higher quality program than would otherwise be
possible.

ANCHOR HOUSE
976 Park Place, Brooklyn,
NY 11213
718-756-8673

BETHANY
METHODIST HOME
604 East 40th Street,
Brooklyn, NY 11203
718-462-6292

BETHEL METHODIST
HOMES
19 Narragansett Avenue,
Ossining, NY 1 0562
914-941-7300

A 22-bed residential treatment
facility for men with drug
addictions. This Christ-centerecJ.
therapeutic community provides
individual counseling and
vocational training. Founded in
1967.

An Adult Home providing 24hour custodial care for 30
residents. Founded in 191 0.

Skilled nursing care and assisted
living for a total of 190
residents at two homes in
Ossining. Retirement living at
the Bethel Springvale Inn in
Croton-on-Hudson, with an
adjacent 200 bed skilled nursing
home to start construction in
1992. Founded in 1911.

How much should we give?
It is hoped that each family will consider giving at least
$15 to meet the needs of these programs. Gifts of any
size are appreciated.
Make checks payable to the New York Conference of
The United Methodist Church.
On the offertory envelope, you may indicate how you
wish the funds divided among these facilities.

BROOKLYN UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
HOME
1485 Dumont Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY 11 208
718-827-4500

Skilled nursing care for 1 20
residents. Founded in 1883.

CHILDREN'S HOME
OF WYOMING
CONFERENCE
1182 Chenango Street,
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-772-6904

METHODIST CHURCH
HOME FOR THE
AGED

Serves 145 children daily
including residents from
Delaware, Rockland and Sullivan
counties. Operates group
homes, an emergency shelter,
foster care, day treatment and
therapeutic after-school
programs. Founded in 1912.

Skilled nursing care for 120
residents. Founded in 1850.

4499 Manhattan College
Pkwy,
Riverdale, NY 10471
212-548-5100

UNITED METHODIST
HOMES OF
CONNECTICUT
580 Long Hill Avenue,
Shelton, CT 06484
203-929-1348

UNITED METHODIST
RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY OF
LONG ISLAND
283 Holbrook Avenue,
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY

11779
_____
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Golden Cross Offering
for residents of United Methodist facilities

Skilled nursing care for 1 20
residents of Wicke Health
Center. Retirement living in 182
cottages and apartments at
Wesley Heights. Continues
services provided by Danbury
and West Haven homes which
were established in the 1920's.

A proposed assisted-living
facility for elderly residents.

An opportunity for you to touch the lives of people
with special needs.

NEW YORK CONFERENCE
TH-E-UNITED-METHODIST -GHURCH---

---

RICE
BEANS
AND
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CAN ~et:>)

,IT'S HAY..
PAUHC

-----,-----------

ANTHEM:

"Thee Will I Love, 0 Lord"

"Thee will I love, 0 Lord, who art my
fortress, Thou art my shield, the horn of
my salvation. God is my refuge safe, I
trust in Him, my rock, my strength, my tow'r
and my deliverer.
In Him I find the solace that I long
for, He guideth my steps, that I may walk in
comfort.
I call on Him and invoke His aid,
and I am saved from my strong enemy. When
waves of death encompassed me, and snares of
men made me afraid, then did He send, and
take me from above, and draw me forth out of
many waters.
Thee will I love, 0 Lord, who art my
fortress.
Thou art my shield, the horn of
my salvation. God is my refuge safe, I
trust in Him, my rock, my strength, my tow'r
and my deliverer".
ANTHEM:

"Glory to God on High"

"Glory to God on High; let earth and
skies reply. Praise be His name. His love
and grace adore, who all our sorrows bore.
Sing aloud evermore, worthy is the Lamb.
Jesus, our Lord and God, bore sin's
tremendous load, praise ye His name. Tell
what His arm hath done, what spoils from
death He won; sing His great name alone;
worthy the Lamb·, worthy the Lamb.
While they around the throne, cheerfully join as one, praising His name,
those who have felt His blood, sealing their
peace with God, sound His dear fame abroad,
worth
L
w
"

THE ENVELOPE IN THE PEW
The envelope in the pew is for a "love
gift" to the Golden Cross Offering.
"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN"
The "Hounds of Heaven" meet on Tuesday
evening at 6:30pm in Fellowship Hall. Dee
Schaffield is leading the group in a study
of Maxie Dunnam's, The Workbook of Prayer.
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE
May 14th is the date of our Spring Rummage Sale. Be in touch with Dianne Keller
(876-2037) if you can lend a helping hand.
BAKE SALE I II
Next Sunday we celebrate Bake Sale III
for the benefit of our June 18th Church Picnic.
NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN
New·members will be received on Sunday,
May 22nd. Persons interested in strengthening a tie with the Church this Spring are
invited to share word of their interest with
Mr. Clarke at today's coffee hour.
ART CONNECTION II
Art Connection II will be held as part
of the May 22nd coffee hour.
Paintings and
sculpture by church members will be on dis-
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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER
May 8, 1994
ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A. M.

ORGAN
"Aberystwyth"
Huston
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO . 92 "For the Beauty of the Earth"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(seated)
0 God, the loving Parent of us all, give us
the wisdom born of love to see beneath the surface
of other human lives, the aspiration and struggle,
the hopes and fears.
Give us the discernment to
sense the burdens that are borne silently - the
closed doors, the handicaps of life, the hidden
tragedies and the hidden heroisms. May we look out
upon our fellows with the eyes of the heart as well
as with the eyes of the mind; that in grateful response to Your mercy, we may be endlessly, incredibly merciful, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

***
GREETING TO THE CHILDREN
A SONG BY THE CHILDREN

***
ANTHEM
"Thee Will I Love, 0 Lord"
SCRIPTURE
John 15 : 9 - 17
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"Glory to God on High"
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 408 "The Gift of Love"
SERMON
"Where God Can Be Seen"
HYMN NO. 102 "Now Thank We All Our God"
BENEDICTION
ORGAN
"Trumpet Voluntary"

*** Interval for Ushering

Honegger
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We welcome Jennifer Levin to the lectern today.
A native New Yorker, Jennifer is a ninth grader at
Nightingale - Bamford School.
Interested in the Arts,
she also takes singing and acting lessons. She is
helping to choreograph the Nightingale - Bamford
School production of Gypsy which will be staged later
this month.
Yes, Jennifer is a member of the cast.
ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are given by David
Howard in loving memory of his mother, Clarine M. Howard.
GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters today are Dee Schaffield and Stacey
Staatermann. The ushers are Susan Langley, Sandra
Chauncey, Susan Joggom, Karl Newlin, John Oates, Jim
Perkins, Grace Thomas and Michael Vann.
AN INVITATION
Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. Members and friends are invited
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for us
today by Pat Hen.iy, Julie Hymen, Lucene Inniss, Cynthia
Litherland, Mary Ellen Kris and Lita Reyno.
CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE

Coggin

Clarke

Sessions of Church School for children are offered
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS

Holborne

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at
9:30 am in Fellowship Hall. The class is studying the
Gospel of Luke under Duane Thompson's guidance.

