
11WHO JESUS IS" 

INTRODUCTION Try to imagine, if you will, that you are standing 
in the Lincoln Memorial in Washington. A stranger 

approaches you. You sense right away that he is deeply moved by 
the seated figure which broods in silence over the city. He asks 
you in broken English, "Who is he?" You reply, "He is Abraham 
Lincoln". The stranger looks as if he wanted to lmow more, and so 
you tell him that Lincoln was the 16th President of the United 
States. You go on to tell h1m that he died a hundred years ago, 
but that now he belongs to the ages; that he was born in a log 
cabin, and died in the White House; that he was the Great Emancipa
tor. And then, if the stranger showed real interest, you might 
say, "But if you really want to know who he is, don't look at me
look at him! Look at what he did, listen to wha.t he said, and you 
will begin to know who he is.n 

Now suppose that at the end of his Homecoming Service, a stranger 
chould come up to you and say, "I was aware of an invisible Presence 
in that building this morning. Someone was there, not in the pews, 
not in the chancel, but in the atmosphere - so to speak. He wa.s 
addressed throughout the service - his name was mentioned in the 
hymn·s'·- in the prayers. vi'ho was He?" And probably, without any 
hesitation, you would say "He was Jesus of Nazareth. He lived al
most two thousand years ago, yet His spirit his alive and fills the 
entire world. He was born in a stable and died on a cross, but it 
is our belief that He was the human incarnation of all that we 
mean by God". 

And then, after you had said this, if the stranger seemed to 
be still curious, you might add, "If you really want to know who 
He is, don't look at me, don't ask me. Look at Him! Look at the 
things He did, and listen to the things He said, and you will begin 
to lmow for yourself who He isu. 

I am not implying that ~ny of you here today are utter and com
plete strangers to Jesus Christ, and yet on the other hand there may 
be in this church at this very moment people who have known the 
church all of their lives and who have had some association with 
~esus, but who do not really kriow him, who are not really sure who 
he is. For instance, they are not sure whether He is a man, or a 
god, or a mixture of both, or neither the one nore the other, but a 
myth. I would suggest to you that the only way to know who He is 
is to look at him, see what he did, hear what he said, and then you 
will begin to know who he is. Let us do this now, as an exercise, 
a sample of the procedure I have suggested. 

WHAT HE DID First, let us look at what he did, at least some of 
the things He did. We cannot look at all of them 

because it would take us far too long, but we can look at some of 
the things He did, things we can be sure of from the records we have. 

To begin with, he healed the sick. We know this without the 
slightest doubt. And he cured them not with medicine, or with any 
of the ordinary treatments that were in use at that time. He cured 
them instantly; not by magic, but by the power He had to inspire 
confidence. He ealled it "faith", and I for one believe that this is 
the basis of all healing, whether it be by medical science, or by 
any other means. 
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Another thing He did. Though He was a Jew, He broke the 
Jewish law. The Jewish Law was sacrosanct; it was the will of God. 
He broke it many times. One of the times was when He worked on the 
Sabbath Day. He did what was considered technically to be wor)#: 
and therefore forbidden on the Sabbath Day; he made a sick person 
well. When He was challenged for doing it, He pointed out that 
there were times when the needs of human beings took precedence 
over the technicalities of the Law. 

Another thing that He did. He associtl_ted primarily with the 
undesirable element in the community - publicans, sinners, the 
people who had been left out, the ones whom the best peeple did not 
take in. Not, I'm sure, because He didn't think the other peo:)le 
were worth associating with -He didn't think that about anybody 
but because He believed that the outsiders needed Him more than 
others. They were lost even though they didn't know it, and He 
wanted to find them. He never descended to their level, but in 
many instances He raised them up to His. 

Another .lthing~'he did. He forgave people their sins, as:"1though 
He were God himself. It was not a case of His forgiving them for 
saying something unfair about Himself, or doing something that 
hurt them personally. He forgave sins in which He was not involved 
at all. When He saw a person whom He recognized to be paralyzed 
by a sense of guilt, He did that which a Jew believed only God had 
the right to do. Pte said "Your sins are forgiven 11 

- and the man 
believed him and accepted his forgiveness and was cured. 

Another thing He did. He was tempted all through his 
ministry - at the beginning and at the end, and probably all along 
the way. He had some of the same temptations you and I have - even 
the temptation to doubt. Tempted though he was, he was never tranDed 
by the nets of the tempter. He remained free from entanglements 
as no human being I know is free. And he suffered, too. You ~an 
read it, if you read b:tween the lines of the Gospel. He suffered 
the way you suffer when you are disappointed, or struck by something 
that hits you hard. He suffered the pangs of disaryuointment when 
His followers did not understand Him and went away and left him. 
But there was no bitterness in his suffering. There was something 
so pure about it that it coula relieve the suffering of others. 

He prayed. He withdrew constantly from the activity of life 
in order to be alone with God and to lift up his mi.nd and spirit 
to be in complete ana perfect union with Goa. If you take prayer 
away from the activity of Jesus, he becomes an entirely different 
person, and if to pray is to be a man, then Jesus was a man, a man 
in perfect rapport with God. 

He died the way you will die; the breath left his body, ana He 
was buried. He was put to death between two thieves. But he died, 
without anxiety and resentment, with nothing but forgiveness and a 
prayer on his lips. A few days later he appeared to His followers. 
Death could not destroy ats extraordinary vitality, and He shared 
his risen life with them. They saw him in a sense that they could 
only imperfectly de SC'ri be to the world. He gave them something that 
they had never had before - peace and power. Ana he started them 
out on a ministry around the world, and that ministry has never 
ceased even to this day~ 
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VlliAT HE SAID SUDDOSe we consider now some of the things he said. 
We· grant at the beginning that the record of his 

words in the New Testament is not absolutely accurate. You could 
hardly expect that. There were no reuorters there, no short-hand 
experts, no tape records taking down everything he had to say. The 
memory of his listeners was all that there was to keen his words, 
and that I think we would acknowledge was not altogether 100~ 
dependable. Nevertheless, the words of Jesus in the Gospels are 
stamned with the unmistakable image of his nersonality. Listen 
to soma of the things he said -

He said that there are two basic requirements of every man who 
hopes to live a good life. He must love God and he must love hie 
neighbor, and hie neighbor includes not only the person who lives 
next to him, but the person who needs him wherever he may be, and 
that person may even be of a different colored skin, or may even be 
his enemy. This is the requirement of every man; and mind you, love 
knows no limits. And according to Jesus, when love goes the wholew 
way, whatever the cost, it becomes redemptive. 

He said that the only way to find your life is to lose it. 
If you set out to find happiness, you will never find it. Self
preservation is the sureat way to self-extinction. The only way you 
ever find your life, said He, is to plunge into something that demands 
everything that you have and lose yourself in something great. In 
Him, as a matter of fact. 

He said that if any man wanted to follow him, he must be pre
pared to suffer, to deny all of his own appetites, and desires and 
the natural inclinations of his life and to take up his cross and 
follow him. He promised his followers a cross, not comfort, and 
a convenient time of it. 

He said that if you seek the Kingdom of God and all the· things 
that pertain to it, everything that you nee·d in order to find it 
will be given to you; that if you put the first things first, the 
things that really are first, the secondary things will follow. 

He said that no matter what a man does, no matter how low he 
sinks, no matter how depraved he may be, when he comes to himself 
and goes home, His Father will meet him and take Him in. 

In the earliest tradition about Jesus, He did not say very 
much about himself, but He implied a great deal in what He did, and 
He said some thing which are often over-looked or slighted. I shall 
only pronounce them without comment. He said that He had come to 
fulfill the Law - to make perfect and to bring to fulfillment that 
w~:ich his peo,le believed to be up to that time the nearest things 
they knew to an exuression of the will of God. He said that the 
Kingdom was beginning to dawn in him, the kingdom to which all 
others had looked forward He saw as a present reality. He said that 
He and the Father were one, in perfect unison and the relationshin 
between them was so close that he who hao seen Him and seen the 
father. These are some of the things he said. 

WHO IS HE? 

Who Is He? 

We have considered briefly some of the things he did, 
and some of the things he said. You may still wonder, 

You may raise this question, and unaerstandbly so: who 
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did those who were clossst to Him think He was? It would make a 
difference if we knew that. Peter, I suppose, was closer to Him 
than any other disciple, and he thought thg.t He was the Messiah, 
the Christ, the Saviour. Peter had every reason for knowing what 
he was talking about for Peter's own life had been rescued from 
obscurity and emptiness. Paul, who probably never knew the Master 
in the flesh, thought that he was the one in whom God was reconciling 
the world unto himself. And John, leaping perhaps ahead of all the 
others, thought that he was the word of God - the mind of God 
expressed in communicable form so that men could graspt it; the word 
of God made flesh to dwell among us. 

vVHAT DOES HE DO TO ME? There is one f
1
urther qknue ::tihon.h Ini a til I 

sense you wil never ow w o e s un 
you face this question, what does he do to me? I cannot speak 
for you. I can only speak for myself, and I shall try to answer 
this question, not because I think that my answer will be your 
answer, but simply to give you some guidance in answering the 
question for yourself. Vfuat does he do to me? What do I think 
when I see the things he has done and listen to the things he has 
said. Does he speak to me as one man to another man, or as a 
superior man to an inferior man. He speaks to me with a wisdom 
and an authority that are of the wisdom and authority of God. Does 
he come to me as a person out of history comes to me, across the 
arches of time? He comes to me as a living presence, as a spirit 
that dwells in men and in whom I dwell when I am at my best, and 
about whom i can say, not surely with the certitude of Paul, but I 
can say to myself, I can do all things through him that strengthens 
me. 

Early in his ministry, he was with some of his close friends 
on the Sea of Galilee. A storm came up. He stopped the storm and 
when everything was quiet, they said, "Who is this that even the 
wind and sea obey h1m1" There was no answer on that occasion - from 
Him or anybody else. Later in his ministry, when they had had a 
chance to see what he did and to listen to the things he said He 
asked them, "Yfu.o do you say that I am?" Peter said, "Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God". Peter saw what He did"; he heard 
what He said. He knew who He was. He gave himself to his service. 
There is no other way. 

PRAYER: 0 God, who in Christ Jesus came into our lives to lift us 
up and to give us strength and courage to live our lives 

more gallantly, draw us closer to Him as we begin another yea:r 
of service in this church, that in Him we may find the life that 
thou art so ready to give to us. We ask this in His name, in His 
spirit, and for his sake. Amen 

If by God I mean, as I do mean, the ground and goal of my 
existence then He is my God; for that ground and goal of existence is 
ersonifi~d to me by him. If by God I mean that v.:hich is first and 

iast in my life, that which is ultimate in my ho es, ambitions, d reams 
and ideals, then He is my God. 



ORGAN 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
September 17, 1961 

ORDER OF 1)0RSHIP 
11 A, M, 

111\..ir in G major" 
"Largo" 

"Air in E minor" 
CALL TO HORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 170 "Crown Him with many crm..rns" 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Seated) 

Tartini 
Handel 

de Lully 

Most merciful Father, '-ve have done little to for
Hard thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the brother
hood of man, and to establish love as the law of life. 
1·,fe have allowed self to blind us, pains to embitter us. 
Pardon our shortcomings; forgive our neglect; give us 
a pure heart intent on pleasing thee. Help us in all 
our seeking to seek first thy Kingdom and thy right
eousness. And make us to come, as came thy Son, not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister. 1rJe ask this in 
the spirit of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Haster. Amen 

SILENT MEDITATION - l:JORDS OF ASSUMNCE - LOHD 'S PRAYER 

RESPONSIVE READING 
GLORIA PATRI 
APOSTLES ' CREED 

"The Path of the Just" Page 606 

Page 512 

ANTHEJC1 11 Lauda Anima 11 Andrews 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 16: 13-20 
VERSICLES AND RESPONSES 
PASTORAL PRAYER Choral Amen 
OFFERTORY SOLO 11 0 Rest in the Lord" Mendelssohn 

(Hiss Willow Sharp, Nezzo Soprano) 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERING 1rJ'ITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HDJN NO. 238 "Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 11 

S :SRMON "WHO JESUS IS" Rev. Mr.., Clarke 
HYMN NO. 479 "Jesus shall reign where'er the sun" 
BENEDICTION Choral Amen 
ORGAN "Postlude in B flat major" Volkmar 

AN INVITATION 

An invitation is extended to members and friends to 
come to Fellowship Hall (3rd Floor) after the morning ser
vice where punch and cookies will be served by several of 
our z;racious and attractive ladies - Hiss NcCleary, :Hiss 
Linah, and Miss Brown. 

ASSISTING IN THE 1·TORSHIP AND i·,DRK OJ.i' OUR CHUHCH 

The ushers shovJing you to your peHs today are Hr. 
Bowater, Mr. r1ontaneli, Mr. Herget, Mr. Paech, and Mr, 
To\ver. Mr. Robert Fusik is assisting his church by run
ning the elevator. Identified by the red carnations, are 
our officia.l greeters - t1r.a"1d Hrs. Rudy Jansa, and Mrs, 
Philip Clarke, And while we worship, the Sunday Horning 
Nursery is meeting on the fourth floor under the capable 
supervision of JC1rs. Sundstrom, Hrs. Moffett, Hrs. McKenny, 
and Miss Susan Strozier. 

CONVERSATICNS IN CHURCH HEHBERSHIP 

This interesting session will be held this evening 
at 7:30pm in the fourth floor lounge. It is for those 
who are interested in learning more about this church and 
the various steps that lead to membership in it, The re
cepti. on of new members will be held next Sunday morning, 

THROUGH THE V.TEEK 

The first meeting of the Woman 1 s Society of Chris
tian Service 1-lill be held tomorrow evening at 8 pm. Nr. 
Clarke will speak on "The Holy Spirit in Our Lives." 

The Choir meets again this Wednesday evening at 7 
pm in the basement lounge. New members are welcome. 

Next Sund~ is Rally Day for the Sunday School. 
Classes are being arranged for all age groups. Next Sun
day marks the return of our Associate Hinister, Dr. l'Ietz
ner to the pulpit. He vJill preach on the subject, "Can 
\ve Be Tao Late?" 
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