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~'WHY DID HE DO IT?" 

INTRODUCTION Each year as I approach Holy Week I find myself coming back 
to the same troubling question. vJhy did Judas do what he 

did? 30 pieces of silver - a paltry sum. Why did he betray Jesus? Why did he 
go to the trouble. There's evidence in the Gospel account to .indicate to us 
that before this betrayal, Judas had a place of honor among the disciples. The 
fact he was treasurer shmois he was trusted. A verse in John's Gospel indicates 
that he may have been reclining alongside Jesus at the Last Supper ••• a place of 
honor. Why in Heaven's name did he do it? vJhat got in to him? 

DISILLUSIONMENT? Was it disillusionment? That may have been a part of it. 
Jesus is never the kind of Hessiah people expect Him to 

be. 

Immediately before telling us of the betrayal by Judas, Mark in his Gospel 
describes an incident that took place at the house of Simon the leper in Bethany. 
It seems that as Jesus rvas sitting at the table, a woman came bursting into the 
room with an alabaster flask of ointment ••• mind you, a very expensive ointment .... 
and broke the flask and poured it over His head. Mark tells us, 

"But there were some who said to themselves indignantly, 
'lrJhy was this ointment thus wasted? For this ointment 
might have been sold for more than 300 denarii and given 
to the poor.' 

And they reproached her. But Jesus said, 'Let her alone; 
why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to 
He •••• for you always have the poor with you, and whenever 
you will, you can do good to them; but you will not always 
have He. She has done what she could; she has anointed My 
body beforehand for burying. And truly I say to you, where
ever the Gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has 
done 1r1ill be told in memory of Her"'. (Hark 14: 3 - 9) 

Now according to a line in John's Gospel (John 12: 4 - 6), we are led to 
believe that it was Judas Iscariot who complained most vigorously about this 
extravagance. Maybe Judas was expecting Jesus to be more of a social reformer. 
There are those today who would reduce the ministry of Christ to the narrow 
focus of social reformer and we can certainly sympathize with them for there 
are political systems, economic systems and social systems in this world that 
do oppress people. And let's make one thing clear at this point: 

No one cares more about the poor and the oppressed than 
does Jesus. His entire ministry was devoted to reaching 
out to the least and the lowest! 

As this story of the "anointing" at Bethany suggests, however, the Gospel 
is more than social reform. It does little gaod to destroy systems, waether 
they be capitalist or communist, dictatorships or democracies, if you leave 
the creature who builds systems unredeemed. Jesus was not for one moment ex
cusing our neglect of the less fortunate when He said, 

"The poor you will have vJ'i th you always." 
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Rather He was saying that poverty is simply a symptom of humanity's sickness. He 
came to cure that sickness and maybe Judas missed the point. I'm sure he did for 
many have. Perhaps this is part of the reason he hurried off to the High Priest. 

IMPATIENT? Or, perhaps he t-ras just a bit on the impatient side. I 1m sure 
he must have been frustrated at the failure of Jesus to strike 

at His enemies while He was riding the crest of popularity in the Holy City. 
After all, had not:the crowds thrown their cloaks in front of Him shouting: 

"Hosanna, blessed is He \-tho comes in the name of the Lord!" 

Judas' anticipation had been mounting, surging ever since Jesus had announced to 
the 12 that they were taking their campaign up to Jerusalem. Now he felt let down. 

Graham Greene once wrote a novel entitled, The Human Factor. It's the 
chilling story of the execution of an innocent man because a detective made a 
premature decision without stopping to check all the evidence. The detect~ve 
was guilty of impatience. That may have been part of Judas' problem, too. 

And maybe his impatience led him to try to force the hand of Jesus. After 
all, this was the Messiah. The world was corrupt and Jesus could set it right. 
\fuat was He waiting for? And besides, what harm could it do? After all, He was 
the Messiah and if worse came to worse, Jesus could always call a band of angels 
to come to His rescue. And if He wasn't the Messiah, then it was time for the 
disciples to know. Judas was impatient. We all get impatient with God at times, 
don't we? 

You know there's an old legend about a man who had a dream and found himself 
one day up in heaven. There he was taken to a large room that contained all 
kinds of gifts and blessings and all sorts of marvelous things. He turned to St. 
Peter and asked him what they were and why they 1•rere there and St. Peter replied, 

"Those are answers to your prayers that 
you simply couldn't wait for!" 

Chances are that each of us will one day find a room like that 
somewhere up in heaven. We are so certain that our questions ought to be 
answered right now and our complaints resolved and our heartaches remedied ••• 
all right now! It is diff.icult to comprehend a God who spent millions of 
years preparing this universe before Adam and Eve ever made their appearance. 
If we want to get "in tempo" with God, we have to realize then that a million 
years "in His sight" is just a moment in eternity ••• "a twinkling of an eye 11 

Gutzon Borglum, the scu1ptor who created the Mount Rushmore Memorial, was 
once asked if he considered his work to be perfect in every detail. He replied, 

"No, not today •••• the nose of tvashington is an inch too 
long. It's better that way, though ••• for it will erode 
to be exactly right in 10,000 years." 

That's the kind of thinking that has to take place if we are to understand 
God's plan for our universe. I think we'd have to say that Judas was not a 
patient man. Perhaps his great impatience with Jesus was at work in causing 
him to do what he did. 
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Disillusionment. Impatience. Moving on, I've often 
wondered if Judas might have felt a sense os rejec-

His surname indicates to us that he was the only one of the disciples who 
was not a Galilean. Maybe he felt that he 111Tas on the "outside", that he was 
never really accepted within the group even though he was elected to be the 
treasurer of the group. Who knows, maybe he resented the fact that he wasn't 
a part of that "inner circle" - Peter, James and John - that was chosen by 
Jesus to be with Him on a number of important occasions. Judas, I'd guess we'd 
say, was Number Four and who wants to be Number Four? Not if you feel you can 
be Number One? Just ask Dwight Gooden or Frank Viola or ·cone, or Fernandez, or Darling2. 

I mention this because it's a problem in every group, including the church 
as well as the Mets' pitching staff. The need, that insatiable desire for 
recognition and appreciation is almost overpowering in some people. It can 
hurt and ruin many a good work and spoil many ~ good season. 

Remember the story about the young man who was very eager to become a 
member of an exclusive club. He cultivated all the right friendships, 
altered everything from his image to his opinions in order to be acceptable 
to the membership. He learned how to play the right sports and developed just 
the right haughty expression on his face and cultivated the right tilt to his 
chin. Finally, he was "in". He was a member and now he sat in the club 
parlor. As he looked around he suddenly realized that he had paid a terrible 
price to belong to this exclusive club and there was really nothing about it 
that appealed to him. None of his activities were things he really enjoyed 
doing. All he had wanted was to know he could get "in". 

For some people this can be a problem that will haunt them all their 
lives. The "right" club. The "right" church. You name it. In his book, The 
Rejection Syndrome, Charles Solomon says that when rejection occurs, as in early 
childhood, it gets into a person's deepest self. The person than first rejects 
himself and later rejects others and even worse, feels rejected by others. 
The rejection gets carried around with them ••• never feeling really accepted. 
Such a person can be undone by the most harmless of slights or words. This 
could have been the way it was with Judas. Who knows. 

I wonder ••• have you heard about The IALAC Story? IALAC? It's the 
story of a boy who wore an: invisible sign around his neck that said IALAC. 
The letters stood for "I AM LOVEABLE AND CAPABlE". Pieces of the sign 1'\Tould be 
torn off whenever he had any conflicts with his parents or peers or teachers 
or even with himself. Every time he lost a portion of his own self-esteem, 
another part of the sign would be ripped off. 

Maybe Judas had his little IAIAC sign torn to shreds across the ;y-ears. He 
couldn 1 t let anyone love him or get close to him ••• not even Jesus. It can 
happen to people. People can feel shut out in any group and it's one of the 
things we have to watch out for continually in the Church, this Church - yes. Or, 

A WEAKNESS OF CHARACTER Maybe it was simply a weakness of character on the 
part of Judas. After all, why does anyone betray 

a close friend, or a spouse, or an employer? Betrayal happens all the time in 
this world. People wander around in a moral quandry and do horrible things. 
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Doubtless, many of those things are unintentional, but mind you - they 
still hurt and cut and wound ••• deeplyo Stanley Rogers has drawn an interesting 
parallel for us. He says that when a ship is rolling in a heavy gale that her 
passengers grow nervous and begin to "regret their past sins", but when the 
same ship is groping her way slowly through a thick fog that the passengers go 
to bed and sleep soundly. Yet, paradoxically, the greatest peril at sea is the 
fog. It has been the cause of more disasters than all the storms that ever 
blew. 

Maybe Judas was in a moral and spiritual fog that caused him to mistake 
wrong for right and made him vulnerable to an unthinkable temptation. I'm sure 
he was. That happens in our lives if we are not diligent ••• if we do not keep 
our eyes fixed on that which is "good and right" and lasting! 

Actually we do not know for sure why Judas did what he did. I like to 
think about .it. Whether it was disillusionment or impatience or deep-seated 
feelings of rejection or simply a moral fog that came over him ••• we do not 
know. We only knOiv three things for certain that come out of all of this and 
let me touch on them briefly here in the closing moments. 

HE WAS REMORSEFUL One thing was that he was remorseful. He pleaded with 
the chief priests to take back the 30 pieces of silver. 

And when they refused he threw the money down and fled. How many people have 
betrayed someone who loved them and respected them and have had to deal with the 
heavy remorse of their actions. 

There's a beautiful tradition that the lily sprang from the repentant 
tears of Eve as she went forth from Paradise. When we gaze upon the Easter lilies 
next Sunday we might see in them Judas' remorse over his betrayal of his Master. 

HE MET A TRAGIC END And the second thing is that Judas met a terrible, 
tragic end as a direct result of his betrayal. 

The reports in the Scriptures of the exact nature of his death are some
what confusing. Matthew reports he hanged himself. But the record is clear 
that it was a terrible way to end a life. From the moment he gave in to the 
idea of betraying his friend, his life turned from one of hopeful possibility 

**** to one of unmitigated tragedy. It happened then and it can happen today. 

JESUS WOULD HAVE FORGIVEN HIM And the third thought to place on your 
hearts and to leave with you to think 

about is this. I would like to think and believe that Jesus ••• yes, Jesus ••• 
would have forgiven Judas if Judas has given Him the chance. 

It is usually next to impossible to undo the damage we do when the betray 
someone's trust. Scars like that are very difficult to remove. It's possible, 
however, to make a new beginning. And the 1.vonderful thing is that Christ does 
give each of us that opportunity •••• no matter what. Maybe somewhere along the 
way you have betrayed someone who trusted in you. It may have been your 
parents, your children, your husband, your wife, a close friend. Think about 
it and remember that there is forgiveness for all at the foot of the cross and 
never forget that as long as you live. Once we are forgiven, we are then to 
forgive those who may have once betrayed us. It's not easy, but this is the 
direction we must try to walk. 
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Did any of you happen to see the television movie last Sunday and Honday 
evenings ent.itled "The Giants" ••• the story of Michangelo and da Vinci and 
Raphael? It was beautifully done and it reminded me of a legend that 
surrounds the painting of the "Last Supper" by-Leonardo da Vinci. As I recall 
it, just before painting the faces of the disciples in his "Last Supper", 
da Vinci had a terrible argument with a fellow artist. As the story goes, 
da Vinci determined to paint his fellow artist's face into the portrait 
as that of Judas and thus take revenge by handing down the man in infamy 
and scorn to succeeding generations. Thus the face of Judas was one of the 
first he finished and everyone could easily recognize the face of his former 
friend, the painter, with whom he had had this bitter quarrel. 

However, when he came to paint the face of Christ he couldn't make any 
progress at all. Something was frustrating his best efforts. At length he 
came to the conclusion that the cause of his difficulty rested in his bitter
ness and lack of forgiveness toward his fellow painter ~mose face he had 
copied for the Judas face. He came to realize that you cannot at the same 
time be painting the features of Christ into your own life and painting 
another with the colors of hatred, bitterness and enmity. 

I believe this is so true in our own lives. Christ is offering forgivenesE 
to all. I would like to believe He would have forgiven Judas, too, if Judas 
has given Him the chance. My prayer is that we may forgive others even as He 
has forgiven us. :But remember.: -- it Is up to us to give Him the chance 1 . ... 

PRAYER In these quiet moments before you, 0 God, help us to find some 
helpful lessons in the tragic story of Judas. And as disciples 

of Christ in this century, guard us against disillusionment, i~patience, 
feelings of rejection and getting lost in a moral fog. And when we slip 
off the King's "highway", help us to remember that there is forgiveness 
for all but only at the foot of the cross. We ask this on this Palm Sunday 
as we hail Jesus as "King of Kings and Lord of Lords". Amen. 



EXTR.A NOTES FOR SERMON ON JUDAS: 11 11\lhy Did He Do It?" 

*** OBVIOUS It's ob,rious that Judas had some overwhelming weakness, some 
ruling passion that made him, when under its influence, 

powerless to resist evil. 

But what was that weakness? Was it covetousness, as the Gospel 
narrative implies ••• a lust for money that was so great that he stole 
even from the disciples themselves? If that were true, why was Judas 
made steward and almoner for the 12, receiving contributions and overseeing 
the distribution? 

AN INTERESTING APOCRYPHAL SOURCE An interesting apocryphal source 
suggests that Judas' weakness 

was wine. While this account has no scriptural support, it is a more 
rational explanation of his behavior. For, even in our own day, 
those who have problems with alcohol and drugs often sac ifice 
everything - even those they love ... on the altar of their inveterate 
habit. 

**** THE END In profound despair, Judas went out and hanged himself, but 
in the act, apparently the rope broke and he fell down a 

steep precipice at Aceldarna where 11he burst asunder in the midst 11 • 

(Acts 1: 18) 



GREETING TO THE CHILDREN: Palm Sunday 

INTRODUCTION Children and Palm Sunday go together! How nice it is to 
have the boys and girls of our Sunday School down here 

with us this morning ••• the younger children here in front of me ••• the older 
boys and girls over here in front of the pulpit. They're returning their 
love loaves. They're going to sing for us. And then we shall present 
them with a palm leaf. Before we do this, however, I'd like to take a 
minute or two to talk to them ••• 

PALM SUNDAY I HOLY '..JEEK During Holy r.-Jeek which begins today ••• with 
Palm Sunday •••• we shall be thinking of Jesus 

and His disciples. One of the disciples of Jesus -his name was Judas - let 
Jesus down ••• eetrayed Him ••• hurt Him. 

I wonder ••• have you ever had someone hurt your feelings? It's a 
terrible feeling, isn't it? Sometimes it is your best friend that says 
something cruel and hurtful. \ihat do we do when someone hurts us or even 
betrays us? I hope we forgive! 

One of the closest friends of Jesus betrayed Him ••• yes, his name 
was Judas. 

There's a beautiful legend I want to share with you. According to 
this legend, the "Last Day" had come. And everyone who loved Jesus was 
going to be united with Him up in Heaven. There was singing and shouting 
and celebrating. All the saints were gathered "in" for this warm and 
wonderful celebration. Only one resident of Heaven was not celebrating. It 
was Jesus. 

He was standing just within the gates with his eyes directed out
side. Someone asked Him what He was doing, standing there so quietly while 
everyone else was inside celebrating. Jesus answered, "I'm waiting ••• and 
looking for Judas". 

Jesus' friend had betrayed Him. But Jesus still wanted him to 
join Him up there in heaven. Jesus always forgave oeople who hurt Him and 
that is what He wants for us as well. He wants us to forgive as He forgave. 

LOVE LOAVES I SONG /PALMS Now ••• do you have your love loaves ~ith 
you ••• why don't you bring them up to the 

altar ••• then return and find a place on the steps and share your song 
"The Grave Could not Hal~ Him" after which I shall present ,you with a palm 
leaf. After which we'll all stand and sing one verse of Hymn 278 ••• "Hosanna, 
Lou<i Hosanna" as you head out to your class session. 

Thank you for coming ••• for being here with us ••• 

Love Loaves 
Song 

- Palm Leaf 
Hymn, No. 278 



ANTHEM: "Jesus Help Us" 

Jesus help us, God's own Son, 
through Thy bitter suff'ring, that we 
avoid all sin, to remember Thy pain, Thy 
death and anguish. 

On Thy glorious throne, crowned with 
heav'nly light we all, though poor and weak, 
worship and adore Thee". 

ANTHEM: "Sanctus" 

"Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. Holy, 
Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth. Heaven and earth 
shew the glory. Heaven and earth are full 
of Thy glory. Hosanna in the highest. Amen". 

ORGAN POSTLUDE 

The organ postlude - a final offering 
of our praise to God - is played after the 
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite 
you to share in the beauty of it. 

FOR THOSE WHO SING 

New members are always welcome to audi
tion to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are 
held on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the 
downstairs Choir Room. Now's a good time 
to join as work begins on anthems for the 
remainder of the Spring Season. 

PICK UP YOUR COPY 

Be sure to pick up your copy of the 
March issue of "A Word In Edgeways". 

A ROSE ON THE ALTAR 

The rose on the altar today is in honor 
of Samuel Charles Little, infant son of Kurt 
and Sarah Little, and nephew of Brett Little, 
born February 25, 1991, London, England. 

"HOUNDS OF HEAVEN" 

The "Hounds of Heaven" will meet on 
Tuesday evening at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall. 
George Leopold is leader. New friends are 
always most welcome; old ones, too. 

ALDERSGATE CLASS 

The Aldersgate Class meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 in Fellowship Hall. The 
class is continuing with a study of Methodism. 
New friends are always welcome. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED 

Be in touch with Lili Bates at 734-1493 
if you can lend a hand with the Saturday 
Feeding Program for the Homeless. It's from 
1:30 to 3:30pm at the Park Avenue Christian 
Church, 1010 Park Avenue (85th and Park). 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

Again today we are celebrating the 
special appeal known as "The One Great Hour 
of Sharing". The envelope for your gift is 
in the bulletin and we invite you to respond. 
A small gift from each person should help 
us reach our goal of $300. 
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP 

An "open" meeting of all who are 
interested in helping to plan Adult Fellow
ship programs for the weeks ahead will be 
held today at 12:45 in the Choir Room. 
The annual "Wine and Cheese" party is "in 
the works" for Saturday evening, March 30th, 
at the apartment home of Janet Shroads. 
Sign up downstairs for it! 

NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN 

Persons interested in strengthening 
a tie with the church in early May are in
vited to share word of their interest with 
Mr. Clarke as soon as possible. 

CHECK OUT THE NEW VISUAL 

Check out the new visual downstairs 
(prepared by Sam Wilson) that shows our 
attendance "curve" for 1989, 1990 and 1991. 
Statistics can be interesting in helping 
to spur us on to greater things. 

EASTER ALTAR FLOWERS 

Those wishing to give to the fund for 
Easter altar flowers are invited to use the 
envelope in the pew. Tuesday is the dead
line for making arrangements. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION 

We shall commerate the Last Supper 
of Jesus on Thursday evening at 6:30 pm in 
the sanctuary. Stop by on your way home 
from work to share in this special service 
of Holy Communion. 

GOOD FRIDAY 

The Church will be open on Good Friday 
from noon to one for music, poetry and 
readings from the scriptures. We invite 
you to stop by for this quiet hour of 
reflection and meditation that will focus 
on the events of Good Friday. Love loaves 
will be received both on Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday. 
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PALM SUNDAY 
March 24, 1991 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11 A. M. 

ORGAN "Prelude & Fugue in E Minor" 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN NO. 280 "All Glory, Laud, and Honor" 
COLLECT FOR PALM SUNDAY (seated) 

Bach 

0 God, we praise You for the Master, who rode 
in triumph into the city of His fathers. We thank 
You that He came not as a conqueror to destroy, 
but as a Messiah to save, and that He appealed to 
human hearts with the glory of His great love. In 
the spirit of praise and worship, we now ask that 
every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the 
Father. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER 
*** 

GREETING TO THE CHILDREN 
MUSIC BY THE CHILDREN "The Grave Could Not Hold Him" 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE PALMS TO THE CHILDREN 

*** 
ANTHEM 
SCRIPTURE 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
PARISH CONCERNS 
ANTHEM 

"Jesus Help Us" 
Mark 11: 1 - 11 
Mark 14: 1 - 11 

"Sanctus" 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY 
HYMN NO. 278 "Hosanna, Loud Hosanna" 
SERMON "Why Did He Do It?" 
HYMN NO. 327 "Crown Him With Many Crowns" 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN "Grand Choeur" 

*** Interval for Ushering 

Schuetz 
Page 879 
Page 882 

Gounod 

Mr. Clarke 

Gigault 

LAY READER 

We welcome Jane Chaney to the lectern today. A na
tive of Ithaca, New York, Jane attended Goucher College 
in Baltimore, Maryland. Here in the church, Jane is 
Chairperson of the UMW, and she serves on the Outreach, 
Education and Worship Committees. 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Frank 
High in memory of his parents, Elizabeth and Arthur High. 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

The greeters today are Chester Naramore and Walter 
Spencer. The ushers are Ken Borgeson, Cory Abernathey, 
Bibi Banoo, Kenn Barton, Gary Klein, and Dee and Michael 
Schaffield. 

AN INVITATION 

Coffee and tea will be served in the Russell Room 
following the service. Members and friends are invited 
to share in these moments of warmth made possible for 
us today by Darcy and Chester Naramore, Lucy Dinnes, Jo 
Garcia, Gloria Percy and Bert Williams. 

CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE 

Sessions of Church School for children are offered 
Sunday mornings from ten-thirty to twelve. Nursery care 
for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor. 

ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at 
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. Janet Ernst is leading the 
class in a study of I Corinthians. All are welcome. 


