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"YES, Bt11' HE STARTED IT 1"
INTRODUm'ION

Back in the 17th century, there was a French explorer by
the name of Samuel de Champlain. Champlain reported back
to the Old World on maJV' of the wonders he ellcountered while exploring the New
World, especially up in Canada and the northern part of our state. In his
writings, he told a delightful story of a Roman Catholic priest and a Protestant
minister who were both serving the same community in Nova Scotia.
While Champlain did not detail the doctrinal dispute that arose between
these two servants of the Lord, he did nevertheless explain the means by which
they resolved their basic differences. At regular intervals, this priest and
this pastor would engage in public fist-fights. According to his report,
crowds of settlers and Native Americana and voyagers who were passing through
these parts would gather at the village green to cheer on the opponents.
DEVELOPMENT

We doesn't tell us who won, but have you ever noticed that
wherever there are people, there are apt to be conflicts?
Funny thing about that. Hherever "two or three gather together", there's apt
to be a bit of disagreement and eventually, someone is going to be unhappy. It's
·t.ue in business, in politics and unfortunately, it's even true in religion.
ABC Correspondent, Sam Donaldson, is one of the most controversial reporters
that Washington bas endured. He's a bit of an ' equal opportunity "nuisance" and
there are times when we enjoy him. He tends to treat presidents of both parties
with equal lack or deference. He was especially hard on former President Jilm\f
Carter. Donaldson tells of traveling with Carter to a small village near New
Delhi, India to see how the village s.ob:ed~,its energy problems. '!'his was at the
height or concern over the energy crisis.
Now this particular village had apparently solved its energy problem by
throwing all the cow manure from its herds into a large pit, then siphoning
orr the methane gas from the manure to light the village lamps. And so it came to
pass that the reporters and the officials with J~ Carter all stood on the lip
of this manure pit inspecting the process. Sam Donaldson asked,
"If I fell in, you'd pull me out ••• wouldn't you, Mr.
President?" "Certainly" replied Mr. Carter. Then he
paused and added ••••• "after a suitable interval •••• "
Where there are people, tmre is conflict.

And yes, sadl,y ••• even in the church!

A young minister had just arrived in his new assignment. An older couple invited him to dinner. While
the wife prepared the meal, the husband .- a Deacon in the Church - and the new
pastor chatted in the living roam. The conversation, of course, got around to
church matters. The minister had heard about a big fight in the church years
earlier that had resulted in a split. Feeling he could be a better pastor i t
he new a bit more about this tragic controversy and what happened, he then asked
his host, the Deacon, about it ••• end he responded by saying,
CHURCH NOT IMMUNE

Well ••• as I remember it, the fuss was over the
location of the piano •••• some wanted it on the
right of the pulpit and others on the lett ••• •
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Then came the logical question from the lips of the new pastor,
"Which side did you and your wife favor?" The older
gentleman paused and scratched his head and called
to his wife in the kitchen •• • "Ma •••which side of the
pulpit did we want the piano on in that big church fight?"
The ChUl"ch is not immune from conflict. Sanetimes these conflicts are over
issues that do merit serious discussion and prayer - like abortion, civil rights,
homosexuality ••• but I've noticed manr times that they may be over inconsequential
things such as which side or the pulpit should the piano be placed, or what color
should the pew cushions be. We once had that one here, back in 1959.
But ever since the days of Cain and Abel, conflict has been part of
human candition ••• but let's move on.

Ol:lr

UNRESOLVED COO'LICT BROOS PADl

Untortunatel.T, unresolved conflict o.f'ten
brings with 'i~ much pain. And that's why
we need to take conflict seriously. It can lead to other probl.elllS. People have
lost their jobs because they could nat. resolve conflict. People have lost their
children and their spouses for the same reason. Some people have even lost their
entire perspective on life because of unresolved conflict.
Dovn in Georgia, 1n a small town, there i8 a sign that has stood for 1718D1'
years in front of a man's yard. It has stood atop a huge pile or dark, ugl,y
sheets of aluminum. The sign was one of those large sandwich type signs and
when lighted at night, it could be read from some distance away. It said:
"This Aloca Aluminum with a 30-year guarantee is
NO GOOOl"
Other than the ugly sign and dirty metal, this house was painted a sharp white
and the grass is always kept mowed and there are flowers all around the bouse in
profusion, but all the neatness and beauty is marred by this ugly sign which
clutters the whole place. Apparently, the owner of the house once had a bad
experience ldth the aluminum and de-cided ,to·,get·. everu• with the compa:n;r. And so,
holding to his grudge, year after year, he has ruined his own landscape ••• all of
this to declare his displeasure.
To me it's sad, but it does happen. Unresolved conflict brings pain •••pain
on the job, pain in the church, pain in spoiled relationships, pain to rob us of
our peace of mind. And I don't think there is any sadder place for unresolved
conflict than in the home.
During World War II Perry Avery was minister of a Church (UCC) in Kok0111.o,
Indiana. Bunker Hill Air Force base was located nearby and from time to time
airmen would come to Avery 1 s Church to be married in the cozy and attractive
little chapel. The church was all wired for sonnd and just before the service was
to begin, Avery would place a pile of religious records on the automatic! changer
to provide some soft background music. Everything was going well in one service
until they came to the part in the service that goes, "And to thee wUl I be true
as long as we both shall live." On that day, there then was a soft click and
over the speaker •••• in full volame ••• came a choral rendition of the World War II
song, "Just Before the Battle, Mother!•
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There are maJV' battles
husbands and wives, battles
unresolved conflicts result
that Jesus gave us a bit of
TAKE THE INITIATIVE

going on in many homes today ••• battles between
between parents and teenagers. Sometimes those
in a lifetime of pain. And it's no wonder, then,
advice about resolving conflicts.

What Jesus says is this: take the initiative.
Notice, in our text for today, Jesus doesn't say,

"If you and your friend disagree on something .. •"
No, He says, "If your brother sins against you ••• "
No, in this scenario, we are clearly the injured party. Perhaps our friend has
lied a bout us, or may~ our friend has taken advantage of us. We huff and purr
and tina~ we protest saying something like this •••
"Hey, hold on here ••••he (or she) sinnpd against me.
Why should I go to him ••• he started it ••• let him come
to me ••••let her take the first step."
Sometimes our greatest enemy in resolving conflicts is our awn pride. SooD9r
or later we are go~ to have to ask ourselves which is more important: winning
a battle or preserving a relationship? And relationships are the most tmportaDt
thing in the world. This is so ilnportant in family relationships. Are we
committed to being right or are we committed to preserving and improving the
relationship. Something to think about. ••
Here in this country and in other Western-style cultures, people tend to
marry because they are attracted to another's appealing qualitiess a fresh smile,
wittiness, a pleasing figure, athletic ability, a cheerful disposition, charm.
Over time, these Qualities can and will change. The physical attributes which
play such a big part or romantic love will especially deteriorate with age. And
meanwhile 1 surprises may surface: messy housekeeping, a tendency toward
depression, overspending, disagreements over se~, working late, and overdrinking.

In those countries where "arranged marriages" take place J partners do not
center their relationship on mutual attractions. Having heard a parents'
decision, there is an acceptance that you will live for many years with someone
you may barely know at the time of marriage. Thus, the over-riding nuestion
changes fran "And whom should I marry?• to "Given this partner, what kind of
marriage can the two or us together construct? 0 And thus, when conflict comes,
the question is not, "Who's rtght?a but the question is, "What is best for the
relationship?" If your primary concern is the relationship, then you don't mind
being the one who ta.kss the first step in seeking reconcU~tion. That's true
not only in marriage, but in the church, in the workplace, with your neighbors,
wherever relationships matter. Jesus·.i11 sqing to us: "Take the iniative.•
"If your brother sins against you ••• go and show his hia
fault just between the two of you •••• and if he listens,
you will have won your brother over ••••• •

Gary Parker was in his first full-time pastorate in Warrenton, North Caroltaa.
One evening, he joined 801118 other men far a friendly game or pick-up basketball.
He speaks of it in this w~···
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pastor in town a thing or two or not ••• but the friend~
./ game uickly developed into an every man for himself
'survival zone'"·
There was one player in particular who just irked Gary with his overzealous
attitude. About thirty minutes into the game, Gary and this other player went
after a rebound am as they jwnped, he bumped Gary and popped him square in the
mouth, Gary recalls,
"The warmth of blood seeping through my gums convinced me
to stop playing far the evening •••• and it also convinced
me that Brett and I would never became close friends ••••
for he didn't apologize cr take note and it happe~d again".
A few days later, Gary went into the center of town to visit Brett and to
discuss the game and speak of the incident. Brett and his brother ran a trucking comp&.nT• Gary spoke to Brett with his concerns about his over]T competitive
style of play. Gary admits that,
"As we talked •••• ! saw much in him that I liked ••••••• "
Brett remembered the play that had bloodied Gary's mouth. It was not big deal to
Brett since he accepted injur,y as a risk ~ player took when he stepped onto the
court for some fun playing basketball. Gary now remembers 1
"As I listened to him •••• ! reAlized that I had been
over sensitive because of M1 status at being the new
kid on the block, so to speak•••• and you know, when
I walked out of Brett's office that day, I walked out
wtth a new f.r iend J"
TAKE THE INITIATIVE

It's such a simple thing. Take the initiative. And
so here in these moments •••• in your mind, be thinking
v of someone with whom you have a strained relationship right:now. Someone at work,
someone in the family ••• perhaps even someone here in the fellowship of this church
famiq. Take the initiative to resolve that strained relationship this week.
Look beyond your own pride ••• beyond the 1Jnmediate problem. Look at that person
with whom your relationship is strained. linagine what a healed, wholesome relationship with that person would be l11c8 and then take the first step.
About thirty years ago, a brief story appeared in the Reader's Digest about
a town out in Minnesota that got 1ts name in a rather unusual way. When the
community was first being settled, it had no name. People began to move to the
area and soon the townspeople called a meeting to choose a name for their town.
As you can iagine, many suggestions were offered but they just couldn't seem to
agree on a name. The discussion soon became heated and quarrelsome. One man in
attendance that night became so disgusted by the way things were going that he
jumped up, pounded on the table with his fist and shouted, "Let's have harmo.qyl•
And then someone else present seized on the idea and ~houted back, .Yes ••••
let's have harmoJJTl" And with that the town got its name, ~~ Minnesota.
Harmony is a wonderful thing to have in a community, a cit:y, a family, a church.
And if harmonr is going to take place, someone, somewhere will have to heed the
advice and the ward of Jesus to take the initiative.
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PRAY'm

Make us sensitive once again, 0 God, to Your nearness and to
Your presence in these manents that come at the end of this
service, here in this sanctuary on this September Sundq.

Wrestle with us in the deep corners of our hearts •••• belov the surface of our lives ••••where pride and selfishness lark. For we believe that
the deepest things within us are being stirred up in this act of worship ••••
that Your spirit is striving to bring forth the highest and best that we are
meant to be.
May we hear Your voice speaking to each of us, reassuring us,
challenging us, summoning us to the higher road of Christian discipleship.
In the name and sp1rit of Christ in whan we see life's highest hope as well as
experience its deepest meaning; Amen• .

.------------------------

---

Whose daughter JILL got married here at
church member ••• James Dearborn. Jill 'a
with twin brother Craig ••• present ••• Don
ANNOUNCEMENt'S: Sunday, September 1.5, 1996

GREETI1ll

noon on Saturday •••
sister Megan has moved to the city.
and Margaret here early sixties.
Baptized Jill ••• l961 Mother's Day

1 vis rroos

A.

A number of parish concerns to "lift up" in these moments. But
first, a ward of welcome to the visitors ••••• delighted •••• and we
hope •••••• opportunity to greet you, either •••• BE FREE in the sharing
of your name. FILL OUT. Sign.
COME, WCRSHIP WITH US •••• coo,
WCRK WITH US •• ••

B.

Doing the LORD'S WORK here at this bus,r corner •••• since 1837. Fourth
building •••••minister in the name of Christ, and it is in His loving •••
Jlofembers : wear your name tags and make a point of greeting some new
person •••••• joy to welcome back •••• Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Freeman of New
Orleans ••• 1967 - 1970. •• .also Don and Margaret Jeffries of Virginia Beach.

PARISH CONCERNS
A.

Pick up YOUR COPY of our monthly news sheet •••• keep you posted on
the various activities taking place.

B.

HOMECOMING SUNDAY is celebrated next Sunday. Sunday School begins.
Mid-week opportunity for spiritual reflection and nourishment under
Bill Bonwitt 's direction. Finance Committ.ee meets on Thursday night
to get started on the 1997 operating budget •••••

c.

Homecoming SUJM!q' ••••• or the end of September is a good ti:me to check
on your 1996 pledge gift and see how you're doing ••• and if you're behind,
try to bring it up to date. By now, three-fourths hopefully has been
received by the church. commend this iniative to all of you •••• thank
you. Spent a lot and ~ed to get caught up on our bills!

D.

Saturday, October the .5th: All Church Apple Picking Picnic and a Day
out of the city. Sign up today ••••• Doreen Morales is organizing it for
us. Head count is tmportant to see about transportation. Saturday,
October .5th.

E.

And note the date of our Fall Rummage Sale: Saturday, October 26th.
Margaret Fisher is the person to be in touch with ••••

OFFERIW
A.

We come now to the time of our Sunday offering ••• remembering the
words of Jesus:
"It is more blessed to give than it is to
reoeive •••• Give and it will be given you.
A good measure -pressed d~, shaken together,
running OTer •••• will be put into your lap; for
the measure you give will be the measure you
get backl"

.)
\,

ANTHEM:

"I Will Arise"

"I will arise and go to Jesus. He will
embrace me in His arms.
In the arms of my
dear Saviour, oh! there are ten thousand
charms. Teach me some melodious sonnet sung
by flaming tongues above. Praise the mount,
I'm fixed upon it, mount of Thy redeeming love.
Corne, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, tune
my heart to sing Thy grace. Streams of mercy
never ceasing, call for songs of loudest
praise.
I will arise and go to Jesus.
He
will embrace me in His arms."

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Join Bill Bonwitt, our Assistant Minister, for a thirty minute mid-week quiet
time of prayer and spiritual nourishment at
seven o'clock in the sanctuary.
FINANCE COMMITTEE TO MEET
The Finance Committee will meet on Thursday evening, September 19th, at 7:30 prn in the
downstairs Russell Room.
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY

ANTHEM:

"A Gaelic Blessing"

"Deep peace of the running wave to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. Deep
peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace
of the shining stars to you. Deep peace of
the gentle night to you.
Moon and stars pour their healing light
on you.
Deep peace of Christ, of Christ the
light of the world to you.
ORGAN POSTLUDE
The organ postlude - a final offering
of our praise to God - is played after the
Benediction. Time permitting, we invite
you to share in the beauty of it.

Sunday School for the children gets underway next Sunday, September the 22nd. If you're
tempted to take on an assignment teaching our
youngest church-goers, share word of your
interest and availability with either Carl
Condra or Torn DeBow. Teachers are now being
enlisted for the corning months.
HOMECOMING SUNDAY
Next Sunday, September 22nd, is the day
of our annual Homecoming Sunday Service. It
marks the beginning of the Fall Season in our
Church and all members and friends are invited
to attend.
PICK UP YOUR COPY

FOR THOSE WHO SING
New members are always welcome to audition to sing in the Choir. Rehearsals are
held Sunday morning at 9:30 in the downstairs
Choir Room. Now's a good time to join the
Choir as a new season gets underway.

Be sure to pick up your copy of the
September issue of our monthly news sheet,
"A Word In Edgeways." Copies are by the door
in the narthex as well as on the table in the
Community Room. It will help to keep you
posted on corning events in our church.
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ALTAR FLOWERS
The flowers on the altar today are the gift of Jill
Pence Jeffries and James Dearborn who were married in
our church this past Saturday.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
11 A.

M.

"Ballade"
Clokey
ORGAN
CALL TO WORSHIP
HYMN NO. 89 "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee"
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(seated )
0 Thou who hast made us for joy and not for
sorrow, forgive us that the cities we build are
so heavily marked by fear and violence. Behind
bolted doors we sit, neither seeking our neighbor's good nor finding our own. We look but do
not see. We hear but do not listen. We crowd but
do not touch. We reach but do not feel . Forgive
us our sins, 0 God. Lengthen our reach. Broaden
our sympathies. And help us, as Jesus loved the
city of Jerusalem, to love this city that we call
home.
In His strong name we now pray. Amen.
SILENT MEDITATION - WORDS OF ASSURANCE - LORD'S PRAYER

***
PSALTER
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
GLORIA PATRI

Psalm 2

No. 739
No. 883
No. 71

***
"I Will Arise"
ANTHEM
Shaw-Parker
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 18: 15 - 20
Page 852
PASTORAL PRAYER
PARISH CONCERNS
ANTHEM
"A Gaelic Blessing"
Rutter
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING WITH THE DOXOLOGY
HYMN NO. 377 "It Is Well With My Soul"
SERMON
"Yes, But He Started It!"
Mr. Clarke
HYMN NO. 539 "0 Spirit of the Living God"
BENEDICTION
"Rigaudon"
ORGAN
Campra

*** Interval for Ushering

GREETERS AND USHERS
The greeters for today are Lynn Clarke and Judi
Ferland. The ushers are T.A. McKinney, Julie Hymen, Lita
Reyno, Lili Rodgers and Philip Yu.
AN INVITATION
Punch and cookies will be served in the Russell Room
following the service. All are invited to share in these
moments of warm fellowship made possible for us today by
Pat Henry and Michele Barton.
CHURCH SCHOOL AND NURSERY CARE
Sessions of Church School for children begins next
Sunday. Nursery care for infants and toddlers is available on the fourth floor in the Day School Room.
ADULT BIBLE CLASS
The Adult Bible Class meets on Sunday morning at
9:30 in Fellowship Hall. The class is studying the Book
of Hebrews. Bill Bonwitt is class leader.
OCTOBER DATES
Circle these two October dates on your calendar for
the Church. Saturday, October 5th, for our Fall All-Church
Apple Picking Time upstate. Bus provided. And Saturday,
October 26th, for the Fall Rummage Sale. Workers are
being enlisted. Share word with Margaret Fisher (662-6432)
if you're available to lend a hand.

